











MUSIC 


“ARIET 


STAGE 








SCREEN |RADIO| 


























~ 














; Published Weekly at 154 West 46th Street, New York, N. Y., by Variety, Inc. Annual subscription, $19. Single copies 
A Entered as Second-class matter December 22, 1905, at the Post Office at New York, N_ Y., 


COPYRIGHT, 1941, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL 


25 cents, 
under the act of March 3, 1879. 
RIGHTS RESERVED 











| VOL. 142 NO. 3 NEW YORK, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 26, 1941 PRICE 25 CENTS 


SOLDIER SHOWS WORRY U.S. 





N.Y. Nitery Biz Now Depends On 
The Name Draw to Bolster the B.0. 


6 





New York niteries, running out of 
excuses (Florida season, Lent, etc.), 
are just facing the facts, without 
stalling, that if you have an attrac- 
tion these days you do business. Re- 





sult: Hildegarde at the Savoy-Plaza; | 


Danny Kaye at LaMartinique; Car- 
men Amaya, the flamenco dancer, at 
the Beachcomber; the Brazilian 
decor and divertissement at the 
Copacabana, and the new nostalgic 





Starting From Scratch 


Hollywood, March 25. 
World’s youngest contract play- 
er is Baby Sandy’s new brother, 
born March 19 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Henville. ? 
Infant was immediately placed 
under option, by Universal. 
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Army and Navy Men, Re- 


futing Product Monopoly | 


'Exhibs Talk Cut-Rates for 





Charges — Army Officials| 


Would Welcome 
Airing 


_——___. 


Public | 


| 





Indie Exhibitors Want German And 
Italian Pix Kept Out of the U. S. 





Moriarty’s Big Night 


Boston, March 25: 
Jack Moriarty played his sax 
with Del Brissette’s orchestra 
until 1 a.m. (18) at Framingham 
(Mass.) Firemen’s Ball. 
At 6:45 that morning he was 
inducted into U. S. Army, 











| 


A resolution is being drafted by 
the Independent Theatre Owners 
Association, to be signed at the next 
meeting in New York on April 2, 
which will make representations to 
the State Department in Washington 
against the showing of German and 
Italian-made pictures in the United 
States. 

It’s contended, first, that neither 
of these countries has permitted the 


” 
revue at Billy Rose’s Diamond : | . 9 showing of U. S.-made films in either 
| Horseshoe are the only ones doing LEGITS IN THE FALL R their own or occupied territories; 
“2 ae Peer Sena ad | —— | berg hg Pas of i German 
Yopacab: ses wor ; argely ni 
esta be i grouped with Leon & PROFESSOR AT ae ger anny - Army-oper- | N BER EN > Soles parla ade an 
ie ae ee ee ‘rn ind ated film theatres throughout the | ‘ roan . . 
Eddie s as wage recent steady ‘gross country has been far below expec- | diametrically opposed to the prin- 
ers, more or less on an institution iciples of this democratic govern- 





basis, but likewise there are excep- 
tions to the idea that well-established 
cafes continue to do a steady trade. 
El Morocco and the Monte Carlo 
prove that, although both have been 
compelled to go in for ‘attractions,’ 





a reversal on the recent attitude that | 


(Continued on page 53) 


N.Y. Madison Sq. Garden 
Sees ‘Dog Days’ Cure In 
Giant Rhumba Dancery 


MUSIC CAMP 





Detroit, March 25. 


Interlochen, Michigan’s music 


|camp for the students of serious mu- 


| sic 


and basis for Paramount’s pic- | 
ture, ‘There’s Magic in Music,’ will 
give jazz music an important place 
on its curriculum this summer. With 


} ing. 


tations with a blow-up of the whole 
situation anticipated momentarily. 
Recruits are staying away in droves 
in protest against the age of the films 
being offered. 

Army Officials are not adverse to 
the whole thing getting a public air- 
They claim they are anxious to 
give the soldiers more up-to-date 

(Continued on page 55) 


Good-Time-Charlie 





|W. C. Fields-McCarthy 


SHOW 


Idea behind the addition of Abbott 
and Costello to the Chase & Sanborn 
program, starting April 6, is to match 
Charlie McCarthy and Lou Costello 
ina sustained feud which would be 
something along the lines of the 
ribbing-fest 





ment; third, that the playing of such 
pictures in the U. S. affords Germany 
and Italy some much needed U. S. 
currency. 


The ITOA will point out to the 


| State Department that the showing 


of the nazi and Italian films is ironic 
in view of America’s all-out-aid-to- 
Britain policy. 


Philharmonic and NBC 





it came the admission from Dr. S d ff T T h lof three years ago. This comedy he 
Joseph E. Maddy, president of the en Ors 00 oug pattern will have Bud Abbott inter- Make Toscanini Offers 
camp, that swing music is stepping |fering in McCarthy’s behalf and 


into a firm and prominent place in | 


On the New Draftees 


Edgar Bergen taking Costello’s side. 


But Maestro Undecided 


American music. The contract as signatured by J 
Madison Square Garden, always As proof that the symphony mu- Detroit. March 25 Walter Thompson, agency on the 
worried for summer bookings, | sic center for youngsters from all i ei alee ‘caine : = ‘dint J{Cc & S. account, with Abbott and Impresario Arthur Judson has {n- 
Rn: ’ ae wrhs : . T : OR , oO 1ucn Civic Wining and dining . ] - : - . F : ‘ 
finally has what it thinks will be om , Seer la. eteths ot h ae > | Costello calls for an initial run of) vitec Toscani one 
the cure lus fitting the eaiad over the country going into hot of draftees before their departure 13 weel pig eee yy ee he an as vited Arturo Toscanini to con luc? 
L: ; - , Boome Current) music, a full extensive course 1N |}, brought down the wrath of the eee ew } — eight concerts for the New York 
satin-American goodwill spirit, in a popular music will be provided un- Miioan Art} hentnuarteve aan June to _September, and an ad-! Philharmonic orchestra next year. 
mammoth dancery in the conga-/| ger Paul Whiteman oe * Si ‘ pill “ I “ S : le*e. | ditional 17 weeks which will extend | NBC has reportedly countered with 
fi : . , ‘ders have gone out to the towns : . ’ E 
rhumba decor motif. It will be pre- > from September to end of December. | g » bi ' 
. -_— -- —— —-——— aad é . - d I . new bid tc , Q st: 
sided over by Monte Proser, with | all over the state to lay-off those There are also three one-year op-| with the > Mnadl od eo ha <7 
bet onion Semen Sinai btn lavish sendoffs, the ancient cere- | tions following th : 
giant palm trees, Caribbean drinks, as Stewart Gets ?1 |mony of speeding the departing tions following that. the proviso that 12 of the NBC con- 
native cuisine and name Latin bands yg ; ig i —_—_—_—_—___— -erts iging ‘ar 
for the lur — a eee see : brother. Michigan towns have taken Certs originate trom Cernegie Hall 
e. 1 . - . at aid admission 
™ ey, " eee ae cs . alt pal aqamissions 
ee s ; Faas the departure of each contingent in 
oe Ia, ace ink Cope-| ‘Tey Minds Gee OF paid ee 
, roser’s Beachcomber and Copa rom ncie ami, the draft as the opportunity for stag. | Toscanini has heretofore been un- 
cabana, which embrace the exotic ; 7 ae odie Pi —— willing ‘compete wi l : 
South S i I ’ sundry farewell parties willing to compete with his old or- 
eouth seas ani zatin motif n- F m [J L B M J - hinges ce flay wee igo: “agate sanization. the Philhar : y 
spired Gene Tunney, Stanton Crif- ro ncie — ayer The draft board made its rulings FOR FRUIT TO AID NEEDY t} ' nee tear tee 
fis et al t scek out the cafe en- Pn € i e the selec Tee after the _ three = four annual chat ity 
| rs » CO Ai. y scek it tn é ii 1 of entertainment. were show " . concert-broadcasts he has done out- 
trepreneur t ake charge of the livu Ma 5 . a m aww™ j ‘itv’s Studi 
é ee , - 7 Holl od, March 25 i up at | lquarters here in r Placentia, Cal., March 25 side Radio City’s Studio 8H 
Garden’s summer policy. Hichest salaried rookie i the amiht . f , “the He: on s : ae , soaps k ti Pree Meantime, Toscanini with his 
. Army is Jimmy Stewart who ji conaition to pass physicai examina- Members of ASCAP, at war with laughter and h | band. V1 
Arm Jimm al I : , adaugnter an ern De } iadimi 
‘aoa e951 * te 1 tions the major radio networks, invaded 7 Ropar te usband, Vladimir 
draw $21 a! fron ncle a . ; “y pil Richer ie Horowitz, will go to South America 
SAROYAN CASTS PLAY — sam ana $1,000 a week trom Uncl town and swapped songs for | thi summer 
" . + 4 +} ri range all for tl e benefit of needy 7 _ is natin 
Louis B. Mayer at Metro, without | ¢ ’ . : red y . 
) . >] Vv TT > 4 Ta 
the customary 10% agent’s commis- LIFE OF WILL ROGERS — — are dupes Te s T 
IN ONE AFTERNOON sion. His regular Metro salary is ib. The wandering minstrels were U.S. Film May Use Tag 
; : 5 assisted by the high school band and 
— $3,000-a-week PAGEANT IN JOPLIN, MO. | 23237 deren ot tour | ‘Always , 
$3, ; / . pages ge Rl ert alae Always Be an England 
William Stewart checked into the service ’ e|the mayors and aldermen of fou 4 od 


Saroyan is reputed to 
have set some kind of world speed 
record last week by casting his new 





Saturday (22) and was assigned to | 
duty at Fort McArthur in California. | 


Joplin, Mo., March 25. 


| neighboring towns. 


ASCAP representatives were Lew 
I 


‘There'll Always Be an England’ 
by RAF flyer Russ Parker and Hugh 

















| play which he will produce himself a a aii aa Joplin’s Fiesta association is hunt- Pollack, Clarence Muse, Hoagy Car- Charles, who's In the home defense 
tgde oe . ; - wre nichael, Feli rm art Kalm:z i ~¢ 
| in one afternoon. It has seven roles ° > ing for someone to portray Will H ae Lens Ai meet hace ae Se tin — oa ae. 
: . : . , arry Aks si, Sz OSs- = % r 
| Four-acter is labeled ‘Pole Star Mr. and Mrs. Dick I owell togers, in a pageant to be staged |, an ta ; siya o* oa : a itle. 
Baan Om , — a eta Seg ee a low, Shelton Brooks, Charles Wake- Reg Connelly of Campbell - Con- 
| and Pyramid’ and is slated to.open ike ‘M d Mrs N rth’ here as part of the four-state cele- field Cad Harold Spi Mar sly 4 
on Broadway around April 20 Like ‘Mr. and Mrs. No bration April 29-30. The pageant, | @ adman, Haro Spina, Mar-| nelly, the English publisher of the 
. Dick Powell and Joan Blondell are | ‘The Life of Will Rogers’ has been garet Whiting and Jim Burke. Mil- song, and now in New York, {is cur- 
OW | anc ( nN 10M i I - 4 . c ‘ 4 _— aii 4 . . . 
angling for the Coast legit rights of prepared from material authorized ton Berle was master of ceremonies. rently handling the details. 
° ng ig tor tne ast i€g1t ignts l bes < ewe naverra. { r}7 | 
Oh You Kids |‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco, N. ¥ to the Fiesta Association by Mrs. | == _— — 
Picture names would present the a and pee have - cage 
—_—- or : erformance April 27. 3ruce Quis- 
: a show on their own, playing the parts p : U 
Washington, March 25 . — F . enberry, fiesta manager and a 


Patrons of the burley houses here 


have a new gag to worry the chor- : Rogers’ life, from his birth at - 
ines. They shoot raisins up on the Metro backed the comedy drama. | Qologah, Okla. to his death near AE ARR TN 
stage. but the film rights are on the open | point Barrow. Alaska, will be de- 3 Wh I Ww 

Wrinkled grapes have the same market. One bid for $30,000 from | picted in the 12-seene pageant which ert ce er ith Hank Ladd 
effect as chewing gum under the another H weshrye outfit was re- | will be staged by a cast of 140 per- The Unit of Perfection ! Cincinnati Now — Pittsburgh Next 
gals’ feet. ported! ejected Db} e au S yns at the high school stadium here 


originated by Peggy Conklin and Al- 
bert Hackett. 


nephew of Rogers, will be director. 





Earl Carroll Vanities 
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15 Best Sheet 


Francis Renault Booked 
For N.Y. Sawdust Trail 


one of-the last of | 


Music Sellers 


_ Franc is Renault, 














CWeey onting Sareh Sh, 28) esteryear's leading female 1m- 
personators, has been booked by 
| Jimmy Dwyer for his Sawdust Trail, 
Beta BO WIRES BE. 6s co ceices ox deuase ee ee BMI | New York, opening April 5. Date} 
ET Re ee re re Tree Pa tall ati aa waxes oe ee Marks will run four weeks. 
] Hear a Rhapsody Fiala. ae aia eke Baw 4 oe alee eee oe ek ees .BMI Billy Jackson agented., 
ee. oe Ps CG ORE AS OSES EES OTEE BMI ces <= 
There'll Be Some Changes ee. el ek gis eae Marks ‘ : 
RR ee ee de waeeine eee saweeee Southern K : k b k es H lid 
Wiamner BB LAIN O EMR. oo soos sce cctsrseccesewes . Warren nickerdocKer Noll ay, 
ee a ain Cs 6 och aw SE Slee Se SE Berlin . . 
San Antonio Rose...... tae a TA ERASE REED Cee Te Berlin To Rival N.0. Mardi Gras, 
Pe oo Meas aay chee badd Ss oe KS 4 Re chee eR aRehee ee CERES Southern * 
a yucky 49s sas es ecekierdatanl irene) BMI As Shiil for N.Y.C. Gala 
a NE oo as sie, as oe Sea ea BO EERO Oe aN Southern { 
OG ee ee IID bb 654 bok ios cuir er ceee ee cee wes soanees moutnern | 
NE Ee ates usd asso ke casa ee baeeueTean’ ae el Cole | Elaborate preparations are being 
Te AM Comes Meee tO Mie NOW. oii cis cvcaccocscecbe caviencs BMI launched under direction of some of 
— = ——mu=amms Manhattan's ablest showmen to draft | 
theatre names for an annual New 
York carnival which is intended to 


Names Film Folk and Musicians 


in New Orleans. 
tified with the 


chain theatre 


are picture 
well as in- 
cinema and legit op- 


move 
execs as 


dependent 


rival the renowned Mardi Gras fiesta | 
Prominently iden- | 


As His ‘Chients’ for Refers 


| 


Detroit, March 25. 

A railroad freight checker, 
rested here by Federal narcotic | 
egents and accused of being the na- | 
tion’s leading peddler of marijuana 
igarets since 1932, named a famed 
film comedienne, a cinema singer 
and numerous ~ bandleaders_ and | 
musicians among his clients. | 
Father of three children, Dossie O. | 
Carroll, alias Wineman, was arrested | 
March 20 and police reported con- 
fiscating 51 pounds of finely ground 
loco weed packed in half gallon jars | 
in the basement of a house he had | 
rented. Prisoner said he _ started | 
growing in a field near Detroit fol- | 
lowing the depression in 1932, got | 
calls from New York and West Coast | 


al 


for out-of-town meetings where he|__ 
turned over either cigarets, selling 


at 20c apiece, or the half gallon jars 
of the weed at $35. 

In making his confession, 
named a great number of persons, in- 


cluding musicians, among his reefer | 
Officials said it was un- | 


customers. 

likely any would be called as wit- 

nesses because of prisoner’s admis- 
(Continued on page 21) 


TOO BUSY NOW 
TO BOTHER PIX 


Current period is one of the freest 
from censorship in all film history, 
legal department exec in charge of 
such matters for one of the major 
companies declared this week. Not 


only is the industry being subjected 
to a minimum of scissoring from 
both within and without, he said, 
but to very few attacks on any 
score, 

Although almost all of the state 
lesislatures are or were in session 


during this year, it was pointed out, 
there has been no threat of passage 
of any measures seriously affecting 
the film industry. And, even in 
Washington, except for Department 
of Justice action started several 
years ago, thete has been 
culty. Such things as the Neely bill, 
which used to crop up as regularly 
as the crocuses, are unthought of. 


Reason for all of the peace and 
quiet, of course, is the great con- 
centration on defense and the war 
abroad. While the legislative bodies 
are busily giving attention to de- 
fense projects and problems arising 
from them, the amateur meddlers of 
the woman’s club set are seeing that 
moral standards are maintained in 
the vicinity of army camps, are | 


bundling for Britain, knitting for the 
Greeks or raising funds for soldiers’ 
©:yphans, 





Fitting Strawhats To 
Filmers for Maplewood 





Hollywood, March 25. 
Picture names are being rounded 
up for summer shows by John Wild- 
berg and Cheryl Crawford, owners 
and operators of the Maplewood 


theatre, Maplewood, N. J. In ad- 
dition to strawhatters, the pair is 
casting a new play, ‘Curtain Going 


Up,’ by Ursula Parrott and Chester 


Erskine, for a spring tour before 
opening on Broadway. . 

While in Hollywood they will 
huddle with authors on new plays 
for the summer season. 


} 





+ 


Carroll | 


| dicted on five counts of passing bad 
|checks here last summer, 
|nounced at the prosecutor's 
| Friday (21). | 


no diffi- | 


Scram, Mugg 





Los Angeles, March 25. 

Gangsters don’t finish in the 
money, as far as the schoolkids 
of Los Angeles are concerned. 
Younger generation of film fans 
enjoys comedy first, mystery sec- 
ond, adventure third and west- 
erns fourth, Gunmen are left at | 
the post. 

That is the result of a ques- | 
tionnaire conducted by Mrs. | 
Richard Merriam, motion picture | 
chairman of the local Parent- | 
Teacher group. Of the young- 
sters, 45% go to Saturday mati- 
nees and stay there from three 
to five hours. 











EX-MRS. STAN LAUREL’S 
BAD-CHECK JAM IN A.C. 


Atlantic City, March 25. 
Mrs. Illiana Vera Laurel, former 
| wife of Stan Laurel, has been in- 


it was an- | 
office 


Under the five indictments, four of 
which were returned by the Atlantic 
County Grand Jury on Wednesday | 
(19), Mrs. Laurel is accused of pass- | 
ing five worthless checks totaling | 
$177.15. She is charged with pass- | 
ing two bogus checks totaling $16 on | 
the Yellow Cab Co.; one of $125.49 
on Homberger’s Dress Shop, one of 
$28.66 on Bond Shoe Shop, and $7 
on the Tog Dress Shop. 

Iiliana, who is believed to be in 
N. Y. City at present time, performed 
here last season, 





Vic ee Set at Par | 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Victor Moore has been signed by 
Paramount for his stage part in 
‘Louisiana Purchase.’ 
Only other player set in the B. 
G. DeSylva filmusical is Bob maps. 





They Read Headlines Oly 


Wisconsin Tavern Keepers 


right Following ASCAP’s 
* 





Martha Raye Expecting | 
Rodgers-Hart Starrer 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 

Martha Raye will be starred on 
Broadway next season in a new mu- 
sical by Rodgers and Hart, she said 
here last week upon her arrival 
from Florida to open a p.a. tour at 
Stanley. 

Comedienne has more than a 
month’s bookings in vaudfilm houses 





in east before heading again for 
Hollywood to do screen version of 


‘Hold On To Your Hats’ 
Cantor and Abbott 
at U. 


with Eddie 
and Costello 





SAILINGS 


March 21 (Los Angeles to Hono- | 
lulu), Adolph Ramish, Lewis Rosen 


(Lurline), 

March 21 (West Indies cruise). 
Lester Damon, Ginger Jones (Mrs 
Damon), Jerry Danzig Kungsholm) 


erators. 
| hard, 

| Robert 
Skouras, 
Al Rosen, 
and Douglas Leigh are among those | 
| has been 
| New 

| been 

| bocker 
| prexy 
|and v.p. and managing director of the 


| sociation’s 


| Broadway’s historical t 


| Square only. 


| the 
| marily 


| ployed a liveried chauffeur, 


| were guided by 


Stanton Griffis, Joe Bern- 
Harry Brandt, Walter Reade, 

K. Christenberry, George 
Bob Weitman, Oscar Doob, 
W. F. Githens, Max Cohen | 


reportedly supporting the mammoth 
York production which has 
tentatively tagged ‘Knicker- 
Holiday’ by Christenberry, 
of the Broadway Association 


| Hotel Astor. 
First meeting of the Broadway As- 
Times Square Commit- 
tee, under chairmanship of William 
Morris, Jr., last Thursday (20), men- | 
tioned the calibre of show people | 
whose services would be enlisted. 
Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times 
} drama critic, is to write and develop | 
background for 
a screen short and general use by 
the Broadway Association in ex- 
ploiting the city. Design on millions 


of poster- amps, which would be| 
used on all mail and advertising ma- 
terial going out of New York. will 
show the skyline, and not Times 


Christenberry explains | 


| that this is only one indication that 


Association is interested pri- | 
in promoting the whole city 


as America’s No. 1 playground, not | 


any one special L cnienaed of it. 


Stepin Fetchit, Broke, E 


Appeals to Mpls. Police 


Minnsepelis. March 25. | 

On his ‘uppers’ here for the second 
time within three years—on this oc- 
casion following a five-day personal 
appearanee at the Princess, nabe film | 
house—Stepin Fetchit, Negro comic 
who not so many years ago owned 
two expensive automobiles and em- 
is pour- 
ing out his tale of financial woe to 
all and sundry. He even called at 
police headquarters to explain that 


| he’s ‘down and out.’ 
Two years ago, after a big-time 
Minneapolis theatre engagement 


which netted him $1,500 for the week 
| Fetchit was cleaned in local gam- | 
ibling houses, | 


Blithely Ignore All Copy- 
‘Guilty’ Fines 


| 
anaes | 





Miuwaukee, March 25, 
Nitery ops, 
der the misapprehension that settle- 
;ment of the Government’s antitrust 
suit against ASCAP meant the end | 
of that organization’s existence, are | 


evidently laboring un- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


| reportedly due to find themselves in | 


for some painful surprises. Many of | 


the tavernkeepers and cafe men, after | 


reading in the new spapers that | 
ASCAP had been found ‘guilty’ and 
fined $35,250, and that the music men | 


_had suffered a ‘stunning defeat,’ got | 


|the idea they had been given the 
green light so far as the use of 
{|ASCAP music was concerned. so 


they went ahead and have since been 


| relieving the monotony of a pre- 


viously limited popular repertoire by 
permitting the playing of long-ver- 
boten ASCAP music, 


Whether the nite spot operators 


any legal opinion is 


not known, but they have not 
troubled to renew lapsed ASCAP ]li- 
censes, and therein potential trouble 
lies 





| omaes ee ae eae eee eens 


{THE BERLE-ING POINT? 
By Milton Berle : 





Hollywood, March 25. 

Well! The rainy season must be over. The ground-hog came out of his 
hole and signed a contract with Walt Disney. 

Spring has finally arrived. Love is in the air—and I haven't even got a 
pilot’s license. 

Mother stayed home for spring cleaning, 
for mine. 

My chauffeur opened the rumble seat of my car to give it an airing and 
|! found two midgets playing gin rummy. 

According to a finance company in California, the automobile is here 
stay—providing you keep up the payments. 

Broadway Dept. 

Spring has even hit Broadway. They're taking down the hot chocolate 
signs and putting up orange juice ads. 

Broadway Rose has just bought a new Easter bonnet—an off-the-face 
cement bag. 

The Gaiety delicatessen on 46th street is doing such a good business 
they’re thinking of making the place smaller. 

My sister Rosalind was blessed with a 7%2-pound baby girl. 
real Berle—her opening routine was a howl. 

Lindy’s have a new innovation. They have parking meters at each table. 
The other eve it cost Chuck Green $16.25 for a cup of coffee (without 
sugar). 

The Florida season is nearly over 
it to New York. Time mooches on. 

Jack Zero is keeping company with a girl from the Bronx. 
“Miss Halvah of 1941.” 


and I went to Bay Meadow: 


to 


The kid's a 


and the toucheroo boys will be legging 


She was 
voted 
Holly woodiana 
James Stewart. originally rejected from the army for being underweight, 
drafted. The Government thanked MGM for fattening up his 


pai te. 
Humphrey Bogart has played rats in so many pictures he’s now blotting 


| all his contracts with a piece of cheese. 


Joe Frisco tells me he saw Errol Flynn in ‘Santa Fe Trail,’ and that he 
was b-b-b-b-b-braver than ever. 

Music Dept. 

Do you think BMI music will bring back Buster Brown collars? 

A BMI songwriter asked George Marlo how many BMI songs he would 
hzve to write before he could get into ASCAP. 

Phil Harris wouldn’t let his band play ‘High on a Windy Hill’ on the 
Jello show last week because Jack Benny forgot to put adhesive tape on 
his toupee! 

Radio Dept. 


Went to the Bob Hope preview the other night with a fountain pen. Just 
my luck, the ink had to run out, 

: ; ~ al . ; 2% . 

A certain radio comedian went to the hospital for internal injuries. He 


fell off his annuities. 
Radio definition: The Lux show 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Th¢ Lone Wanger. 
ORSON WELLES: The Hearst is yet to come. 
BROADWAY ROSE: Little Bo*Creep. 
ROMO VINCENT: Romo wasn’t built in a day. 
SALLY RAND: Fans Across the Navel. 
Observation Dept. 
Billy Gilbert don’t have to act in pictures for a living. 
sell crutches to Bing Crosby’s horses. 
So crowded at the Florentine Gardens the other night that if you wanted 


cleanest program on the air. 


JOAN BENNETT: 


He says he can 


| to faint, you had to go to the Mocambo, 
| Expect Maxie Rosenbloom in from N. Y. The railroad company is 
upplying a special vegetable car for his cauliflower ear. 
Eavesdropped at Victor’s: ‘She's the kind of a girl you dream of, then 


you ever went to sleep.’ 
‘I don’t like this 


you're sorry 


. ‘ — Yas 4 en cae 1? 
Eavesdropped at Carroll's: it obstructs my bo 


table, 


Eavesdropped at Sardi’s: ‘He drinks because it makes him see double and 
feel single.’ 

My brother got a new job this week. He’s looking for work for another 
brother of mine—who’s glad I’m working 

Whatever Became Of———?????? 
Penny, Reed, and Gold Julian Hall's ‘Entertainers’ 
Sybil Vane Virginia Rucker and Co. 
Al Moore and His U. S. Navy Band Meyer Golden's ‘Yarmark’ 
Afterpiece 

It's funny, when you’re in Hollywood you want to be on Broadwi 

When you're on Broadway, you want to be in Hollywood...don't anybody 


want to be in Chicago? 


Robt. Garland’s 3d Op (jlaziers, On Strike, Give 
Robert Garland, former drama 
Broadway Empty Panes 


critic of the N. Y. World-Telegram, 
has just returned to his New York 
home from the hospital, where he | 
underwent the third operation in re- 
cent months. 

Series of articles dealing with 
Greenwich Village, on which he has 


For more than three weeks there 
has been a flock of broken store win- 


dows along Broadway and through- 


been collaborating with Cynthia out the midtown zone. A glaziers’ 
White, are now scheduled for fall | Strike, in protest to regulations of 

publication by Cosmopolitan mag. brokers who insure plate-gla: 
ng —_ a | fronts, is the reason. It is charg red 
| by shopkeepers that they are the 
N. . - to Hes A. | victims of sabotage and have been 

Gracie Allen !unable to obtain relief. 

Mario Baldwin. | Reported that some time before 
Joan Blondell. dawn, men in autos tour the dis 
George Burns, !trict and toss lead slugs, smashing 
Ted Collins. the large plate glass. When the 


Phil_Coolidge. 
Chery] Crawford. 
Dolores Del Rio. 
Herbert Drake. 
Clarence Erickson. 
John Emery. 

Tom Ewell. 

Sylvia Field. 
Harry M. Goetz. 
Seymour Gross, 
Jean Holloway. 
John Houseman. 
Elsie McKeogh. 
Dick Powell. 
Richard Rowland. 
Simone Simon, 
Kate Smith. 
Katherine Trosper. 
Ernest Truex. 
King Vidor. 


stores seek to have the broken glass 
replaced they are told it can’t be 
done and are advised to board up 
the windows. 





L.A. to N. Y. 


Hugh Braly. 
Niven Busch. 
Dick Condon. 
Janet Cohn. 
Harry Cox. 

Roy Del Ruth. 
Virginia Field. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
Richard Halliday. 
Susan Hayward. 
John Healy. 
Irene Hervey. 





Orson Welles. Mary Martin. 

John J. Wildberg. John McMillin. 
Richard Wilson. Gregory Ratoff. 
Roland Young Spyros Skouras 
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—_—_— a 


Nazi-Red Runaround 


, Cannes, March 10. 

Siritzky brothers, largest pre-war theatre operators in France, have 
had all of their holdings bought out by the Nazis at a fantastically 
small price—and then were made victims of a phoney deal in obtain- 
ing the money. Circuit, sold under a law requiring all Jewish or 
American-owned producers, distributors and theatre outfits to liquid- 
ate, was bought up by the ‘Derenne’ group, a concocted French name 
to cover German ownership. 

‘Derenne’ organization paid the Siritzkys 20,000,000 francs (about 
$450,000 under current rate of exchange). But the money was de- 
posited in a Paris bank, and since access from the unoccupied to the 
occupied zone was forbidden, and transfer of any sum exceeding 3,000 
francs ($67) is prohibited, the Siritzkys couldn’t touch the money. 
Eventually the official bank of the Soviet Union in Paris (Banque de 
Pays du Nord) offered to have the coin transferred to Cannes for a 
10% commission, Germans and Russians are understood to have split 
the fee. 


Film Editors Give Reasons Why 
Radio Writers Don't Make Grade 

















‘Hold It!’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Charles Ray, of the silent flick- 
ers, is making a comeback in 
‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry,’ at RKO. 
He speaks one line, ‘Hold It,’ 
while portraying part of a pho- 
tographer. 

Jack Mulhall, also a star of the 
silent days, gets a bit in ‘My Life 


While radio writers may be top- 
notchers in their field, they do not, 
with few exceptions, qualify for 
Hollywood. That is the consen- 
sus of film company story edi- 
tors queried this week following 
complaints by radio scriveners to 
Variery that motion pictures are 
missing great writing bets by skip- 
ping over ether talent. Letters were 
prompted by the story in last week’s 








TARIETY ailing ) roodiz ef- | ‘i . F 
Variety detailing Hollywoodian | with Caroline’ at the same studio. 
forts to get new and additional 
writers. ; 





First thingepointed out by scen- 


ario-searching departments is that Why Not Look To 
they keep a constant eye on radio. | 


Some film companies have people | 
New Authors: 


assigned to nothing else but listen- 

ing in for likely material. Scripts 
are frequently called for to be given 
further scrutiny—but very few are 
bought. 

Furthermore, it is pointed out, 
films have already picked up some 
of radio's more talented typewriter- 
hammerers. Arch Obdoler recently | 
did the screen play of ‘Escape’ for | Detroit. 

(Continued on page 18) | Editor, VARIETY: 
—_ That article on page 3 of your 


’ March 19 wage bern one titled ‘Snar- 
Autry S$ PA. Uses D.C. ati pay ate and Option’).. 
Parking Meter as New 
Style Hitching Post 








Only now am I getting over the 
bellylaugh it handed me, 
So the poor film industry is starv- 


| ing for appropriate material, eh? So 
aa lit’s going over the mags, the stage, 


Washington, March 25. 
Tops in press agehtry was reached | microscopic eye, huh? So it’s even 
as usual—by an unidentified circus | culling the colleges looking for stuff, 
flack for the Gene Autry show now | is it? 
playing at the Ice Palace. So I say it's nuts. 
A cowboy (identified in only one | like overlooking a beauty contest 
Washington newspaper as Bob Ma- ‘ 


, | winner sitti i : i 
thews) wheeled his nag to a stop at | aaa nee in your lap to strain 
(Continued on page 53) 


one of those parking meters which 
tends to further confuse the rush of 
PAUL FRANK HELD AT 
ELLIS IS. PRO TEM 


several hundred thousand Govern- 
Paul Frank, Viennese screenwriter 





ment employees on Washington’s 
main stem. Besides an F street park- 
ing meter the cowpuncher pulled up, 
deposited his nickel and tied his 
steed securely to the metal post. Pe- 
destrians stopped to gawp and snick- 
er, but the Capital police couldn't : 
and playwright, who arrived i Tew 
see anything funny about the new- pia ght, who arrived in New 
fangled hitching post. | York on Monday (24) from Spain 
After the circus flack had received | after an escape from Austria which 
; ic oi - T< ° es 
his modicum of praise and the Wash-/| resulted in the suicide of his wife. 
ington cops had suffered a bit of em- Ellis Island f 
barrassment, it was ‘Hi-yo, Silver! | * ; _— oe SOL 
Away!’ and the rider and his mount | investigation. He carried an okayed 
clattered off in a whirl of chewing | Visa and had a reputation in Eur- 
gum papers and fleeing Government | Ope as a staunch anti-Nazi, but au- 
thorities are being doubly careful on 


clerks. 
Police department first registered all entrants. 
Frank’s wife was Edith Barako- 


its indignation with the rider and 

then retired to its usual job of pick- vich, photographer whose studios in 
ing up jaywalkers, which last week Vienna were patronized by numer- 
included a bewildered Norwegian | ous pre-Nazi film and stage greats. 
housemaid from the British Embassy, | After waiting with her husband for 
who begged off of the rap with the 
famous capital excuse of ‘diplomatic 
immunity.’ 


is being held on 


entrance visas, she took her life in 
the belief that permish to come to 
U. S. would never be granted. Visas 
arrived the next day. 

Frank was one of UFA’s best 

Seymour Gross has been signed to , known writers. Among his pictures 
a term writing pact by Columbia.| was ‘Congress Dances’ with Lilian 
He leaves New York for the Coast | Harvey, which was widely 
shortly. Young playwright has had in this country. Translation and 
several legiters tried out, although adaptation of his play, ‘By Candle- 
none has ever reached Broadway. light,’ was seen on Broadway under 

He was to go to Col last year, but the title ‘You Will Never Know.’ 
ileal fell through just before the con- | His ‘Tomorrow’s a Holiday’ also had 
tract was signed. ja short run in New York. 





GROSS TO COLUMBIA 








FLAGUTAL, 
AN MART 


AD, PONS 
INELLI 


58th Metropolitan Opera 
Season Ends in N. Y.- 
Philly-Hartford Zone With 
$1,458,000 Take on 116 
Performances, or a Net 
Loss of $14,000 —- Weede 





Standouts 





GERMAN OPERA BIG 





By EDWARD SMITH 

| The Metropolitan Opera Co. of 
New York closed its 58th annual sea- 
son in N. Y. Saturday (22) with a 
gross take of approximately $1,458,- 
000 for 116 performances in N. Y., 
Philadelphia and Hartford, or a net 
loss for the season of about $14,000. 
This includes performances only, and 
does not take taxes into considera- 


tion, but it represents one of the 
most successful seasons the Met has 
had since the Wall Street crash. 

The three best boxoffice stars the 





(or ‘Thru Liter- | 


the books and the newspapers with a | 


Brother, that’s | 


months in Casablanca for American 


played , 


| Met possesses are Kirsten Flagstad, 
'who sang 20 performances; Lily 
Pons, eight, and Giovanni Martinelli, 
10. 

An idea of Miss Flagstad’s draw- 
ing capacity can be gleaned from the 
most popular opera in the Met rep- 
ertoire, ‘Tristan und Isolde,’ whose 
seven performances with Miss Flag- 
stad drew $96,000, or a net profit of 
| $18,000. Figures include post-season 
performance of ‘Tristan,’ to be held 
Holy Week. It is already a sellout. 
Miss Pons was present only during 
| the first half of the season, but 
| grossed $109,000, or a profit of $16,- 
| 000. The veteran Martinelli, ending 
| his 28th consecutive season with the 
| (Continued on page 52) 


‘Speculation Rife Among 
| French—and Nazis—As 
| To Guitry’s ‘Aryanism’ 


Paris, March 1. 
Attracting nation-wide attention is 
the controversy on whether or not 
Sacha Guitry is a Jew. 
Several weeks ago a Paris 
paper, France au Travail, German- 
|inspired, charged that the French 
dramatist, playwright, pic director, 
producer and other sundry things in 
addition to being an author, was not 
a ‘pure’-blooded Aryan. Since this 
| means all the difference in Paris be- 
tween affluence and starving, Guitry 
brought suit against his ‘defamers.’ 
As a result, France au Travail now 
calls on the pubtic to halt its whis- 
pering campaign against him 
Guitry has 
great-grandfather on both 
nal and maternal sides 
olics and died with the 
|stowing the last rites. The, family 
tree brought to the public attention, 
makes no mention of some 
of the wives of his male 
and since it is generally believed in 
France that ‘the French Noel Cow- 
ard’ has Jewish blood, his ‘proof’ 
has not been too convincing. 
Guitry claims that he has gotten 
along with the authorities of occupa- 
tion and that the charge has em- 
barrassed his position and lost him 
many admirers. This may or may 
not be, but it is true that he has lost 
(Continued on page 53) 


news- 


shown proof that his 
his pater- 
were Cath- 
Church be- 


however, 


Cooper, Preisser Tops 


In ‘Paramount Parade’ 


Hollywood, March 235. 
Jackie Cooper and June Preisser 
get the top spots in ‘Paramount Pa- 
rade,” slated to roll May 12, with Sol 
C. Seigel producing. 
Seigel is also readyin 


e, ‘Henry for Presi- 


another 
aramount pictul 
| dent.’ 


and Bruno Walter Other | 


+ 





| will be grossed by theatres for the 


| ceeds to go to the G. W. R., have been | 


|in some other instances 


ancestors, 


'vaude 





WB's $175,000 for Edna Ferber’s 
Still - to - Be - Serialized ‘Saratoga 
Trunk’ Sets Another New High 


+ mM 





Edna Ferber yesterday (Tuesday) 
recaptured the record she held for 
| 10 years for top price paid by Holly- 
weod for a novel, when Warner 


940,000 Admissions 








Chicago, March 25. 
On Saturday (22), WLS Na- 


tional Barn Dance celebrated its | Bros. bought her latest, ‘Saratoga 
ninth consecutive year in the Trunk,’ for approximately $175,000. 


Eighth St. theatre here. 

Since that time the Barn Dance 
has played to 940,000 admissions 
at 75c for adults and 35c for 
children. 


recently established when Paramount 
paid $150,000 for Ernest Heming- 
way's ‘For Whom the Bell 
RKO’s $110.000 for Miss Ferber’s 
| ‘Cimarron’ had been the previous 


9 high. 
GREEK RELIEF 6 Ferber deal became doubly a 
breath-taker for the industry because 
the author achieved what no other 
° | writer has been able to do on a film 
| [A sale in recent years. She won a 
’ 5 clause which provides that the film 
rights revert to her at the end of five 


years. Paramount was in the bid- 
Estimated that at least $1,000,000 


| 

f= exceeds by $25,000 the record 
Tolls.’ 
| 








ding for the story almost to the end, 
but backed out at the rights-rever- 
sion clause with the price so high. 

Another factor which made the 
sale at the fabulous price remarkable 
is that the story hasn't yet been com- 
pletely published, It’s running as a 
Greek War Relief, which has Adolph | serial in Cosmopolitan, but only one 
Zukor as vhairman of the amuse- | installment of the six has appeared 
ment division. Due to local situa- | to date. No contract has been signed 
tions, in some territories the drive | for book rights yet, Morris Ernst, 
to collect in lobbies, plus special | Miss Ferber’s attorney, said yester- 
shows, started Friday (21) but gen- (Continued on page 18) 
erally the week set aside for the 
drive was yesterday (25) through 
Sunday (30), one day short of a 
week. 

Between 10,000 and 11,000 theatres | 
are participating, while a total of | 
1,142 midnight shows, with all ei 








‘Robert Sade: on Wave 
Of Publicity Plays Balto 
With Semi-Pro Opera 


Baltimore, March 25. 

Robert Weede will appear with the 
local (semi-pro) Baltimore Civic 
Opera company to sing ‘Rigoletto.’ 
He signed some time ago and has 
since scored a smash hit and rave 
notices in the sare role at the Met- 
ropolitan, New York. 

The semi-pro group thus enjoys the 
value of his publicity and his being 
| an ex-Baltimorean, whereas the Met 
|on its road date here will not. 


set. Included are 123 stage shows, | 
mostly with local talent. Heading list 
of benefits is the midnight show to be | 
given at Radio City Music Hall on | 
Friday (28) and one which will be 
held in Chicago, April 2, with Jack 
Benny as :1.c. In Des Moines, sev- 
eral local theatres have decided to 
donate an entire day’s receipts, while 
a percent- | 
age of the gross of the business done | 
yesterday (Tues.) through Sunday 
will be. given to the G. W. R. 
theatres are 


Among other things, 


playing the Par_ short, ‘Greece aenmnammaeenanaaas iat 
Fights Back’ this week, all the rent- 
als to the relief fund. 
: | 
Pic Stars on ie i |] Trade Mark Registered 
° | FOUNDED BY SIME SILVERMAN | 
To Aid Greek Relief || Pubtisnea weekly by VARIETY, Iie. | 
7 sid Silverrnan, President | 
LiYwooc Wiaren Zo. 15 West 46th Street, New ork, !? : 
. Holl: i, March 2 154 W ! New Y N.Y. | 
‘rae y > e ay (" sc — — | 
Greek Week begins —s riage | SUBSCRIPTION | 
ti by “en 
in film houses throughout the U. S., Santal...... 020 Serdi@ccss+ $11 | 
cooperating with Spyros Skouras, Rinwin Copidlicve doncvdxivesceet 5 Cents | 
president of National Theatres, in ' = Se - — | 
the coast-to-coast war relief drive. Vol. 142 Tas OM No. 3 
Motion picture stars, including — SS 
Bette Davis, Edward Arnold, Judy { 
Garland, Walter Abel and others are INDEX 
slated for personal appearances in Zand ReviewS.........+++++. 42 
theatres throughout the country, Se ese ee _... 48 
with the approval of their studios eee .. 3 
Greek Independence Day falls on Exploitation . 8 
hic ay (95 . . 
this day (29). Film Reviews 16 
House Reviews 20 





Orchestras . . 40 


‘CRAZY WITH THE HEAT? iisst—sttiew 8 | 


REVUE INTO VAUDE Inside—Pictures . ‘exe oe 
International News ‘as ee 

Literati ...... eee ee a 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ which Ed || Legitimate ...... = ae an 
Sullivan, N. Y. Daily News column- ||| Music ............. eae ee 
ist, revived at the 44th Street, N. Y., ||| New Actsc......... aug 
after a negative opening and quick | Pignt Cisbs.....5... ne ae ae - 45 
closing, will tour in vaude after its || Night Club Reviews........ - 46 
legit stand. Streamlined version has Obituary ......... , Lewacene ae 
been booked into Loew’s State on Orchestras . ite ee ee aa 38 
Broadway week of April 24, with ||| pictures ........... De sk Leal 
option for a second week. Tabloid ||| Radio ..................+e00 26 
musical will play on percentage. It ||! Radio—International es a 
cost $130,000 to put on and flan had Radio Markets..... _; 
few winning weeks. tadio Reviews.... ae On 

Revue, with the exceptions of Re TOE VIOWS obo 6iwsez>tce ee A 

Luella Gear and Don Cummings, ! wo ee ee re . 435 | 





will hold its cast intact in the film — 





eee. With Miss Cear leaving, | VARIETY RADIO DIRECTORY 
ie Oward Willi be e@ soio Star: j (Published in N . annually) 

Willie H 1 ll be 04 i t Y 

$5 per « 
featured wil! be Diosa Costello, Raye | || DAIL VARIETY 
. . > 
& Naldi, Gracie Barrie, Betty Kean. | || (Pubitened ia of wood by 
Sullivan will not appear for the ; Daily Variety, Ltd 
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H'wood Script-Gagging Penchant 


May Cause U.S. to 


Film-Makers for Govt.’s Defense Pix : 


Enlist Industrial 





——__—_ . 
, >, . 

With national defense experts con- RKO P | H d 
vinced that military training can be S all ernrie 
stepped up four times the ordinary saci 
speed by using motion eg ge al Hollywood, March 25. 
current series of powwows in Wash- | el 

rn he featured 

ington is a showdown to determine Paul wage ee! on yi — = 
whether Hollywood producers of en- | leads in 16 oe ‘ge 

Broadway, has been signed to an 


tertainment films or producers of in- 
dustrial and educational pictures win 
the army instructional films con- 
tracts. 

Representatives from virtually all 
producers presently engaged in turn- 
ing out strictly entertainment pro- 
ductions, as well as those from Au- 
dio (ERPI-W.E.), Jam Handy, Wild- 
ing and others with experience in 
s0-called industrial or commercial 
pictures, are in the national capital 
trying to swing the contracts which 
may run into seven figures. 

Coast producers, who have been 
alert in offering their services on 
matters of national defense, pre- 
viously had offered to 
films, volunteered technical aid or 
agreed to make them at absolute cost 
for the Government. Army Signal 
Curps brass hats and technicians are 
reputed to have been enthusiastic 
about the idea of having this expert 
aid. 

Admitting that Hollywood is as 
patriotic as the next fellow, the mil- 
itary boys encountered several ob- 
stacles which are credited with call- 
ing in other producing outfits aside 
from those making strictly entertain- 
ment films. Signal Corps men found 
that it was not easy to swing over 
from the entertainment angle to 
strictly instructional, so the report 
goes. Additionally, they were not 
pleased with the ‘absolute cosi’ fig- 
ures submitted. Several of the Army 
men are credited with asking why a 
high studio rental charge (for a 
stage they claimed would be other- 
wise idle) and executive overhead 


should be included in these ‘at cost’ | 


instructional films. 
Speed-Up-Training Aim 
Whole thing simmered down to a 
realization by military experts that 
they wanted pictures best suited for 
trainees. And who could best turn 
out such type of production at the 
lowest cost without marring 
quality of the finished subject. Busi- 
ness of the Army, it was pointed out 
fs to speed up training and any en- 


tertainment angle injected is apt to 


divert from the serious business of 
turning out an efficient soldier in 
the quickest possib'e time. 


The favorite example cited in 
Army circles is the experience the 
Signal Corps had with a test ‘manual 
of arms’ story Script was sub- 


mitted to a Hollywood producer, it 
is reported, and then the rewrite 
yen cropped out. One of first things 
done was to write in a hardboiled 
sergeant. This heightened the en- 
tertainment but diverted from the 
instruction trying to be put across. 

Hence, the calling in of other pro- 
ducers with more experience in mak- 
ing screen vehicles with a 
message or with prosaic but definite 
educational angles. Admittedly the 
structional film deals stil] up 
in the air but latest word is that if 
the military experts have their way 


1S 


Hollywood producers of entertain- 
ment films will not get the bulk of 
this business. 
New Projectors for Fleet 
Washington, March 25. 

Construction of a two-ocean fleet 
and expansion of naval establish- 
ment, like the huge increase in the | 
size of the U. S. army, means more 
business for film equipment manu- 
facturers and bigger future rentals 
to keep the gobs contented. Con- 


gress has given the Navy funds to 
buy additional projectors for both 
ships and shore stations, 
ger proportion of the profits from 


ships’ stores will be spent for films | 


in future years. 

The 1942 naval appropriation bill 
carried $44,000 for projection equip- 
ment at 11 new _ stations—Quonset 
Point, R. I.: Miami, Corpus Christi, 
Tex., Jacksonville, Fia., Cape May, 
N. J., Kodiak, Alaska, Midway Is- 
land, Johnston Island, Palmyra Is- 
land, East Coast ammunition deport, 
and Washington Naval Hospital— 
while the recently-enacted supple- 
mental! appropriation bil) for the gur- 


rent year made available $150,000 for | 
i 
‘ 


purchase of 500 portable units. 


nile vanes 


'RKO term deal. 


| 


make the | 


First picture isn’t 
set, but he'll report as soon as the 
Elmer Rice play closes. His name 
will be switched to Paul Herndon. 

Actor was formerly In Vienna and 
London pix and legit, having played 


RKO FARMS OUT THREE 


| 
| 
| 
Hollywood, March 25. 


work on the Pathe lot in Culver City 
this in addition to four cur- 
rently in production at the home 
studio. 

In Culver City are ‘Sunny,’ ‘The 
Devil and Daniel Webster’ 
‘Parachute Battalion.” At home are 
'*Tom, Dick and Harry,’ ‘My Life 
With Caroline,’ ‘Before the Fact’ and 
‘Hurry, Charlie, Hurry.’ 


ALL-MEDIA 
~—JUNKET OF 


week 





| Prince Albert in the London produc- | 
ltion of ‘Victoria Regina.’ 
|then Von Hernried, but since com- 


He was | 


ing to the U. S. dropped the ‘Von.’ | 


‘$6,500,000 Monthly US. 


Amus. Taxes Now Seem 





Washington, March 25. 





the 


| 
ot 


vhile big- | 


Usual upturn in the amusements 
| business at the start of the year has 
| been slow in materializing, accord- 


ling to most recent admissions tax 


|figures of the U. S. Treasufy. Col- 


| lections slumped for the third suc- 


| cessive month in February, contrary 


|to the customary trend in most re- | 


| cent seasons. 


| Post-holiday business was slower 
than in December, which is an up- 
| and-down month, judging from Uncle 

boxoffice 
bite. Payments to the Treasury dur- 
ing February—based on January | 
$6,495,283, 
the 


| 


Sam’s haul via the 10% 


| 

| wicket grosses — were 

| which is $87,994 smaller 

grab in January. 
As had been 


than 


anticipated, 


| $6,500,000 monthly. This 


ber turnstile volume). Following , 
three successive declines, the Federal 


|take from amusement-seekers 
is $600,000 below’ the 


raked in since Congress moved the 


| Starting point down to 20c. 


As a result of the heavier impost 


1940. Payments in January and Feb- | —— a 
ruary totaled $13,078,560. The Feb- 
ruary, 1941, haul was $4,642,520 better E ot (0) | C di 
than in the corresponding month of Xamine nl y OW in 
last year. | 7? ? S ° UJ 
The admissions tax barometer | n osen S$ wil VS. 
usually swings upward in February. | P we 
Treasury’s take the second month| } 
was bigger in 1940, 1938, and 1937 The appellate division of the N. Y. 
although in 1939 the February vield supreme court has modified an order 
was $61.007 under the Januare of Justice Aaron Steuer, and ordered 
< oe ° i au c ’ . ° 
figure. Last year the pickup con. the examination before trial of only 
<4 ° 4a al ui iCK ° 
< - 2 *heever ’ , ~hair ‘ . > 
tinued without interruption from o.< heever Cowdin, chairman of the 
January through June. thes last board of Universal Pictures Co., in- | 


|month when admissions between 20c 
sales | 


and 40c were exempt from the 10% 
surcharge, and _ Federal 


without a break until December. 


‘Gesture’ All Set 
Atlantic City, March 25. 


Arnold Pressburger and assi: 


| Hollywood for story conference with Posen will apply to N. Y. supreme 
|Geza Hercezcg, sho is working on! court tomorrow (27) to examine the 
shooting script of screen version of | books and records of the Cellofilm 
‘The Shanghai Gesture.’ Corp., Whose stock is 991% owned 

Numerous attempts to make,by Universal. Plaintiff claims he 


screenplay of ‘Gesture’ were turned 
down by Hays office, but Herczeg’s 
and 


treatment has been approved 
Pressburger’s production is set to go 


To Be the Average Take, 


yield 
| from the stiffened tax shows further 
| signs of leveling off somewhere near 
compares 
|; with a peak exceeding $7,000,000 in 
November (the result of huge Octo- 


now 
maximum | 


revenues 
duce ) from this source continued to mount 
distribution of contracts on most in-| after the new scale became effective 


tant 
cant, 


Teddy Baumfield, planed here from 


| Washington, March 25. 

| Extensive tour of U. S. defenses 
| was prepared by the War Depart- 
ment last week, when 15 representa- 
tives of radio, newsreel and photo 
services left Washington on Thurs- 
| day (20) for a cross-country jaunt 
which will take in principal Army 
| camps and installations. Group will 
| be back by the first week in April, 
after a gander at the defense prep- 
arations in nearly a dozen states. 
| Under chaperonage of Lt. Col. Frank 
| A. Allen, Jr., General Staff corps. 

| Selected group of rubber-neckers 
| includes: 

| Harold Blumfield, Acme Newspic- 
/tures, Inc.; William Churchill, As- 
| sociated Press Photos; John R. Whit- 
| ing, Click Magazine; Willtam Slocum, 
| Jr., Columbia Broadcasting System; 
| Don Glassman, Council of National 
| Defense; Earl Allvine, Fox Movie- 
|tone News; Griffing Bancroft, In- 
| ternational News Photos; J.C. Brown, 
M-G-M, News of the Day; Stephen 
McCormick, Mutual Broadcasting 
System; Arthur Feldman, National 
| Broadcasting Co.; Ed Kirby, Pictorial 
|and Radio Branch of the War De- 
partment’s Public Relations bureau; 
| William P. Montague, Jr., Paramount 
| News; George M. Dorsey, Pathe 
News; James Lyons, Universal News- 
reel, and George H. Alexanderson, 


| Wide World Photos. 
Junket started at Bolling Field, 
Washington, D. C. and swung 


through various Army posts in Ken- 


, | tucky, Oklahoma, California, Arizona, 
the Treasury in two months this year 
has chalked up more than was taken 
in during the first seven months of 


Texas, Alabama, Georgia and Vir- 


| ginia. 
ing point 


stead of some 30 officers and direc- 
tors who were being sued and exam- 
ined under the original order. 


against 
I. Posen, 


action 
Samuel 


a stockholder 
company by 
| director of U. 
Posen claims waste and misman- 
agement and seeks an accounting on 
$2,000,000, which he 
lost by the company. He 
also seeks the dismissal of responsi- 

ble officers. 


a 


approximately 


claims wa: 


asked the company for permission to | 
|examine the books, but was denied 


the plea by president Nate B) 
on Feb. 17. 








British exhibs would end quota. 








Other News Pertaining to Pictures 


TO CULVER CITY LOT 


RKO is sending three features into | 


and | 


After It’s All Been 


' 


Goldwyn May Release 


Said and Done, 
Through VA 





Quiet, Writers at Work 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Columbia has 38 writers at work 
on 31 stories to clear up the re- 
maining 16 pictures on the 1940-41 
islate and get a start on the new 
season’s program. 

Of the 44 features scheduled for 
the current production year, 28 are 
either finished or in work. 


Sudden rush of work on future 
production caused Paramount to hire 
seven new writers in one day. 

Newcomers to the scripting staff 
;are Harry Hamilton, Pamela Harris, 
|Ray Golden, Stanley David, Marvin 
|Fisher, Eddie Moran and Monte 
| Brice. 


Rockefellers’ $401,880 
In 1940 for Theatre, Pix 








Rockefeller Foundation during the 
past year appropriated $401,880 for 
work in the theatre, films and radio, 
president Raymond B. Fosdick re- 
vealed in his annual report issued 





Will end April 2 at the start- | 


Ex- | 
amination will be in connection with | 
the 
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last week. Drama received the big- 
gest slice of melon, $149,500; films 
got $130,160 and radio $122,220. 
Largest single grant was $64,500 
|for dramatic work in three univer- 
| sities: Stanford, for the development 
lof advanced activities, especially in 
| play composition and experimental 
production; Cornell, for its statewide 
| program in music and drama, and 
Yale, for the development of new 
|} equipment for theatre lighting. 
Other grants in drama included: 
Nationa] Theatre Conference, $55,- 


| 000, payable over five years. NTC 
| is a central organization for little 
| theatre directors. It maintains a 


| booking service and issues publica- 
| tions in general field of dramatic 


| production. 

| Grants in film field included Mu- 
seum of Modern Art Film Library, 

| N. Y., $60,000, for support over 


| three-year period. 

Grants im radio field include Li- 
brary of Congress, $23,320. to enable 
the library to broadcast radio pro- 


torical material. Another $20,000 to 
establish an office under Dr. Harold 


D. Lasswell for general studies of 
|radio transmissions, the press and 
|} other media. 

Columbia University, $35,400, in 


upport of studies of radio listening 
under direction of Paul F. 
arsfeld. 
Princeton 
Public 


the Laz- 
University School of 
International Affairs, 
$25,000, in support of listening cen- 
ter for shortwave radio 
sions*from Europe. 


ROACH TO EXAMINE 16 
LOEW-METRO OFFICIALS 


and 


transmls- 


Sixteen Loew’s and Metro officials 


will be examined before trial in 
N. Y. federal court March 31 in con- 
nection with a suit for over $1.200.- 
000 against the c ympanies by Hal 
Roach Studios, Inc. Roach claims 


overcharging on his distribution con- 
tracts beginning in March, 1926: fail- 
ure to give him Canadian 
received by Loew’s: failure 
for junked prints, etc. 
Loew's, claiming Roach breached 
the contract by overcharging it on 
production costs and including items 


rebates 
to pay 


umberg|in these costs which were banned 


| by the contract, filed a counterclaim 
| for $500,000. 

| Loew's executives to be examined 
| are C. K. Stern, assistant treasurer: 
| ° f 
| J. T. Mills, comptroller and assist- 
ant secretary; W. F. Rodgers, sales 
manager; A. F. Cummings, head of 
the contract department; Howard 
Dietz, head of the advertising de- 
partment; David Bernstein, 
urer; Arthur M. Loew, Al Lichtman. 
vice-presidents; J. Robert Rubin and 
Leopold Friedman, 
The officials of Metro Distributing 
Corp. are the company’s treasurer, 
assistant treasurer, comptroller, sales 
manager, head of the contract de- 
partment and head of the advertis- 
ing department. The names of offi- 
Cilals involved are not known to 
| Roach. 





And Radio Foundations 


| Murray Silverstone a 
| weeks ago to reduce costs to pro- 
| ducers was at least partially bait for 


| 


|UA will be able to give Goldwyn or 
|any other indie the most economical 
| distribution in film history. 


| 
| 
} 


| was due back yesterday 
from conferences in New York with 
authoress Lillian Hellman. 


| 
| 


grams based on its cultural and his- | 


| tomorrow 


|Massey to star 


treas- | 


vice-presidents. | 





‘ 

That Samuel Goldwyn might re- 
lease his future product through 
United Artists, thought in the trade 
to be fanciful when mentioned a few 
weeks ago, appears to be a good 
possibility. Both the producer's at- 
itorney, George Z. Medalie, and his 
| eastern rep and v.p., James Mulvey, 
have given indications during the 
past month that Goldwyn is not ad- 
iverse to dealing with UA. 

Producer himself, since his depar- 
'ture as a UA stockholder a couple 
weeks ago, is said to have given in- 
dications that he has the possibility 
of a UA release in mind. He is re- 
ported to have made etaborate ges- 
tures of friendship via thank-you 
notes, statements and, in some cases, 
presents to UA owners, execs and 


employes. He has given the idea 
that he is personally friendly to 
everyone in the organization, but 


didn’t like the setup as a whole be- 
fore, nor his status in it. 

UA's position, on the other hand, 
is one of anxiety to have the Gold- 
wyn product. Top exec said yester- 
day (Tuesday) that no overtures had 
been made yet but that UA was pre- 
paring to make them. 

It h&s been suggested 





in some 


/quarters that the new distribution 


chieftain 
couple of 


plan announced by UA 


Goldwyn. Silverstone maintains that 
under the new schedule of charges 


‘Little Foxes’ Set to Go 
Hollywood, March 25. 
Sam Goldwyn is starting produc- 


tion of ‘The Little Foxes’ April 15, 
|}when Carl Benton Reid and Dan 
Duryea will be available to repeat 


their current stage parts. Herman 
Shumlin production is closing April 


| 12 in Philadelphia. 


William Wyler, who will direct, 


(Monday) 


RATOFF-GOETZ UNIT’S 


‘BALLERINA’ VIA COL. 


Gregory Ratoff and Harry M 
Goetz are partners in the production 
unit which will produce ‘Ballerina’ 
for Columbia. Novel by Lady Elea- 
nore Smith was published about five 
years ago. Loretta Young and Con- 


rad Veidt will co-star 

Max Gordon, Goetz’s partner in 
film and legit production who is now 
a Columbia producer on his own, 
will have a financial interest but 
take no active part in the Ratoff- 
Goetz unit. Ratoff arrived in New 
York Monday (24) for preem of 


‘Adam Had Four Sons,’ which he di- 
rected, at the Radio City Music Hall 
(Thursday) and for con- 
fabs with Miss Young, who in 
Manhattan. Goetz left New York for 
the Coast the same day, after a short 
huddle with the director. 


is 


Unit’s deal with Columbia is for 
only the one picture. Goetz still 
holds a releasing tieup with RKO on 
‘The American Way,’ legiter which 
he and Gordon produced and to 
which they hold screen rights. Goetz 
has been attempting in various ways 


to raise coin to produce the film be- 
cause of its patriotic He's 
trying now to set deals with the vari- 
ous Guilds whereby actors, rs 
and others would work profit- 
sharing basis. 


nature 


direct 
on a 





Ilona’s Three for Small 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Edward Small contracted Ilona 
in three pictures, 


starting with ‘G-Men versus Scot- 


‘land Yard,’ currently in preparation 
'by the authors, E. Lioyd Sheldon and 


Jack DeWitt. 

Actress recently completed a star- 
ring role in ‘New Wine’ for Gloria 
Pictures, 





Kane’s Dresser Biog 


Hollywood, March 25 
Robert T. Kane gets the associate 
producer assignment on ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
Theodore Dreiser's story of his broth- 
er, Paul Dresser, at 20th-Fox. 
Sam Hellman is doing the script 
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[EASE-LEND AS U.S. PIX AID 





UA’s Delayed Schedule Winds Up With 
21 Pix for ‘40-41, Including Holdovers 





[ 
United Artists, which promised 22 


pictures for the 1940-41 season, will 
deliver 13 of them plus four not 
originally scheduled for a total of 
17. It has delivered, in addition, 
four films promised “last season, 
which means it will have actually 
offered exhibs 21 pix during 1940-41. 

Nine of the 22 films promised at 
last spring’s convention will not be 
delivered. They include two from 
David O. Selznick, two from Alex- 
ander Korda (who substituted ‘That 
Hamilton Woman,’ unpromised), two 
from Hal Roach, one from Loew- 
Lewin, one from Sol Lesser and one 
from Edward Small. 

UA has only two pictures in pro- 
duction at the moment, and they'll 
wind up the season's output. They 
are Roach’s ‘Broadway Limited’ and 
William Sekely’s ‘New Wine.’ _ All 
the rest have either been released or 
are in the cans awaiting release. 

Heaviest contributor to the UA 
schedule will have been Roach with 
four pictures. Three of these were 
new on the 1940-41 slate and one 
(‘Capt. Caution’) was a leftover, Ed- 
ward Small was second with three, 
although all of these (‘Pago Pago,’ 
‘Kit Carson’ and ‘Monte Cristo’) 
were promised for 1939-40 and Small 
contributed no new ones. 

Alexander Korda will have offered 
two, although ‘Thief of Bagdad’ was 
originally promised last year and 
repromised all over again for this. 
Walter Wanger likewise, although 
‘Foreign Correspondent’ was 
originally billed for 1939-40 and again 
for the current season. Another 
contributor of a deuce is Jimmy 
Roosevelt. 


one, ‘Pot o’ Gold,” but bought rights 
to ‘Pastor Hall’ for American exhi- 


bition. 

Providing one picture each were 
Charles Chaplin (although ‘Dictator’ 
was promised in the 1939-40 year- 
book and repromised in 1940-41), 
Samuel Goldwyn (whose ‘Westerner’ 
was also promised two seasons in a 
row), Ernst Lubitsch, Loew-Lewin, 
Richard Rowland, Gabriel Pascal 
and Sekely. 

Among the films which have been 


shelved or junked are ‘Woman 
Hunt’ and ‘Lady in the Dark’ (both 
Kardo), ‘Corsican Brothers’ (Small), 
‘Niagara Falls’ and ‘Unholy Horde’ 
(Roach) and ‘Night Music’ (Loew- 
Lewin). Selznick’s and Lesser’s un- 


filled promises were untitled. 


HAYS’ 20TH YEAR WITH 
MPPDA; NEW TERMER 








+ 
. g 





New Billing 





Lincoln, Neb., March 25, 

Chamber of commerce of 
Wahoo, Neb., has changed tactics 
in selling the community to the 
public. Big signs at all highway 
entrances used to label it as 
‘Home town of Wahoo. Sam Craw- 
ford (Detroit ball player). How- 
ard Hanson (symph conductor) 
and Darryl Zanuck.’ A re-paint 
job recently puts the signs on 
more tangible basis. 

Wahoo is now ‘center of Saun- 
ders County’ and ‘Home of 
Luther College.’ How the mighty 
have fallen! 


MASTERMINDING 
50. AMERICAN 
RELATIONS 


Nelson Rockefeller and two of his 
associates on his Committee on South 





| American Relations are at the Rock- | 


also | 


efeller estate in Williamsburg, Va., 
this week going over what has been 


| accomplished to date and laying some 


He was only slated for | 


} 


|S. A. 


future plans. 

With Rockefeller are Don Fran- 
cisco, head of the radio section, who 
recently returned from a tour of 
and Nelson Poynter of the 


press division. 


SPAIN URGES PAR CARE 
ON ‘BELL TOLLS’ FILM, 


| Ernest 


Will Hays will be reelected presi- | 


dent of the Motion 
ducers & Distributors of 
Inc. for the 20th consecutive 


Picture Pro- | 
America, | 
time | 


; “ete 
at the annual meeting of the associa- | 


tion next Monday (31). At 
same time, he is expected to offici- 
ally confirm that he has signatured 
a new 5-year contract to serve as 


the | 


chief executive of the MPPDA. The | 


long-term pact, for the same length 
as the one he previously held, was 
given him to sign earlier this year 
after MPPDA directors ironed out a | 
minor dispute as to whether it 
should be for three or five years 

Hays was 
the MPPDA was formed in 1922, and 
has served every year since that 
time, 


elected president when | 


The annual report to be read by. 


Hays at the coming meeting is ex- 
pected to deal with world conditions 
and the part the film business is 
playing in the national 
effort. It’s also predicted that the 
frozen money situation may be 
touched on briefly. 


Payless Days for Bogy 





Hollywood, March 25. 
Humphrey Bogart drew a suspen- 
sion from the Warner payroll for his 
refusal to take the male lead in ‘Bad 
Men of Missouri.’ Dennis Morgan 
moved into the spot opposite Jane 
Wyman. 

Ray 


shooting 


Enright, started 


yesterday 


director, 


(Mon.), 


defense | 





Madrid, March 1. 
is served on Paramount 
much caution with 
Tolls,’ which the 
bought from 


Warning 
to demonstrate 
‘For Whom the Bell 
Hollywood firm has 
Hemingway. Hemingway is 
anathema to the Franco government, 
and the editorial writers here fear 
that Paramount might produce a pic- 
ture which would displease Nationai- 
ist Spain. 

Tarea, a 
amount’s pic 


weekly, writes that Par- 
will probably be an- 
other ‘of those pictures which the 
American cinema will hail as con- 
tributing to the world’s culture.’ Con- 
cludes with the following warning: 
‘Paramount, which has legitimate 
interests to defend in Spain, cannot 
deny Spain’s legitimate interest to 
defend her history and truth.’ 

It is interesting to note, however, 
that some Spanish authorities admit 
that Hemingway’s last book ‘is not 
so bad,’ and feel he’s veering to the 
right. 


Two More on LeBaron’s 


Prod. Slate at 20th-Fox 


Holly 
Production reins on two more pic- 
turés at 20th-Fox were turned over 
to William LeBaron, who had pre- 
viously been assigned to handle 
‘Caribbean Cruise,’ slated to start in 
May with Betty Grable and Car 
Miranda in the top roles, 
Additions are ‘Miss Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress’ and ‘A Straight Left,’ slated to 
roll late in summer. 


Rowland to Coast 


wood, farch 25 





Producer 


New York today (Wednesday) for 


|of Motion 
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MAKES BETTER 
2 EXCHANGE: 


Partial Unfreezing of $47,- 
400,000 in American Film 
Money Would Be Aided 
by Improved Credits—All 
British Dominions Affected 








HAYS STUDIES SETUP 








Lease-lend law’s $7,000,000,000 pro- 
gram is expected to furnish the key | 
to the American film industry's so- | 
lution of the frozen coin situation in 
British dominions, Entire situation 
was outined to major company 
officials by Will Hays at a meeting 
Picture Producers and 
Distributors Assn. directors and 
monetary experts within the last 10 
days. Hays is understood to have 
taken the matter up with British 
government representatives in Wash- 
ington, 

In seeking to dislodge frozen 
money in Great Britain, Australia 
and New Zealand, which will be 
more than $47,400,000 by next No- 
vember, the picture companies 
would be taking advantage of a bet- | 








ter dollar exchange made possible | 
by lease-lend. It will be recalled 
that in the original frozen coin 
agreement with the British govern- 


| ment, provisions was made whereby 


either side might seek a switch in 
the frozenmoney alignment when 
| there was a change in the credit 
| situation. England sought a _ con- 
siderably lower amount to be re- 
mitted ($12,900,000) in the year} 


| of dollar credits, 


| 


| to $19,000,000 for 


} . 
| England, 


| by 


| home offices. 


men | 


Richard Rowland leaves | 
| than the latter. 


the Coast after 10 days in the east | 


on a search for a story for his next 
film for United Artists release. He 
said Monday (24) he has several 
potential yarns in his possession but 
isn’t entirely satisfied vet. 
Rowland’s ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ 


is currently at the Music Hall, N. Y. 


starting last Nov, 1 because of a lack | 
instead of $17,500,- 
000 for Only seven companies (close 

the eight majors) 
leave the British Isles 
year (1939-40) of the 
agreement. 


permitted to 
in the first 
frozenmoney | 
Realignment Sought | 

Actual petitions are soon to be in- 

troduced to government leaders in 
Australia and New Zea- 
order to realign the coin 
While machinery has been 
in motion, there is no intention 
the U.S. film business to press 
matter nor rush in to take ad- 
of all phases of the lease- 


land in 
setup. 


set 


the 
vantage 
lend bill 

Apparently, lease-lend provides, 
directly or otherwise for frozen coin | 
to be transferred to the U.S. Thus, 
if England obtained loans for pur- 
chase of supplies, or supplies were 
lent outright, these conceivably 
might be paid off by the American 
treasury department, with credits 
from such deals then set up where- 
by different monies might be trans- | 
fered from the British Isles to N.Y 


Same Steps in Aussie 
Same steps likely would be taken 
Australla because a_ steady 

of planes and munition manu- 
facturing tools has been going to the 


with 


stream 


Anzacs for a year or more. Ameri- 
can film companies now are nego- 
tiating for a new coin pact with 
Au lia; the f é one expired 
March 1] The e seeking a more | 
favorable one Ne Zealand 
K ch has been ing only about 
25 of the d ibutor rental profit 
to leave the cour Problem of 
modifying restrictions in India and 
elsewhere in the British Empire 


also is reported up for consideration 
in N. Y. India limits the amount of 
U. S. product shown in theatres 
there. 

Thus far, Canada has not frozen 
U.S. distributor money although 
American film companies lose 
around 10% on every dollar re- 


mitted because of the exchange dif- 


ferential. Canadian market is re- 
puted to be larger than New Zea- 
land, but less than Australia al- 


though having a larger population 


Ease Anzac Coin 
Sydney, March 25. 
Passage of the lease-lend bill may 
see easi of the curb presently 
operating a U. S. to con- 


serve l rding 





May 


noe 
ng 
fainst the 
dollar exchange 


. + ’ oF sa 95 
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to 


| to Siam; 


| into 


Expose of Blatant Sunday Pix 
Lobbying in Ga. Names R. E. Martin 
Of Columbus; Measure Tabled 





Kohimar’s Par Starter 





+ 


—— 


Atlanta, March 
A beautiful example of how not t 


| get legislation affecting the motion 
Hollywood, March 25. |... : : 

Fred Kohimar, who recently | Picture industry through a law- 
moved from 20th-Fox to Paramount, | Making body was enacted on the 
gets ‘War Town’ as his first producer floor of the Georgia General Assem- 
task under the new alignment |bly Lower House Saturday (22) 

Picture is slated for an all-star | 
cast when a charge that theatre interests 





WM. FOX’S TRUST 


COS. UNDER 
U.S. PROBE 


e--——- - 


Philadelphia, March 25. 


Operations of the All-Continent 
and Parkwood Corps. set up by 
William Fox, onetime film magnate, 
|as trusts for his wife and daughter, 
are under the scrutiny of a Federal 
Grand Jury here. 

The investigation into the two firms 
was ordered by U.S. Attorney Gen- 
eral Robert H. Jackson as part 


of | 


the probe of the activities of former | 


U.S. Circuit Court Judge J. Warren 
Davis, who presided at most of the 
hearings on bankruptcy proceedings 
of Fox’s two companies. 

Also under investigation with 
| Judge Davis and Fox are the ex-film 


| biggie’s wife, Eva; their daughter, 
| Belle; Morgan S. Kaufman, former 
State referee in bankruptcy; his 


brother David, former U.S. Attorney 
Rosenblatt, New York attorneys. 

Fox is said to have put $6,900,000 
All-Continent in 1930. When 
things got bad, his creditors claimed 
he transferred hig personal assets 
to All-Continent. In subsequent 
bankruptcy proceedings Judge Davis 
is said to have ruled three times in 
favor of Fox. 





MCA PACKAGE DEAL 
FOR SAM WOOD (RKO) 


Hollywood, March 25 


Jules @. Stein, Music Corp. of 
America president, is engineering a 
|package deal at RKO with Sam 
Wood as producer-director. Stein is 


| likely to make an investment in pro- 
| duction. 


Stories, writers and 
ers would be handled by MCA. 

Stein is dealing with RKO on a 
four-picture basis, with Wood to take 
command after completing direction 
of ‘King’s Row’ at Warners. 


Blumberg, Seidelman Sail 
ha or U's Pan- Am. Meet 
ate Bl erg, preside and Joe 
Bs >lman, ” aaa ef of I 
i Sail tomorrow (TY! 5) 
Cristobal their wa} ana to 
attend the Lat Americ iif 
convention April 2-6in Panama (¢ 
Fortunat Baronat, foreign publicity 
chief, will accompany them, while 
C. C. Margon, Latin-American su- 
pervisor for U, will join them in 


Panama. 


Blumberg plans taking an active 
part in the convention instead of 
just being honor guest. Prints of 
latest Universal product will be 
taken along by the executives to 


how the Latin-American 
attending the meeting. 


manager: 





HELLINGER’S FOX INITIALER 


Hollywood, March 25. 
‘The Bowery Nightingale’ is Mark 
Hellinger’s first job under his nev 


contract at 20th-Fox 
based on a story b) 
Gar 


producer 
Picture i 
Oliver H. P 


-ott 
rett 


Murray Becker and Daniel 


play- | 





sought to buy a ‘Sunday movie law’ 
| was shouted in the House by Repre- 
sentative Walter Harrison, of Jenkins 
county. 


Harrison voiced his accusation 
during debate on Senate bill which 
would have legalized showing of 
films on Sabbath. He said: 


‘Since this seems to be the open 
season for lobbyists, I want to read 
to you from a letter signed by R. E. 
Martin, of the Martin Theatres, at 
Columbus, Ga. 


‘Martin wrote the exhibitors of 
Georgia telling them that their At- 
lanta attorneys had agreed to put 
through the Sunday movies law for 
$5,000,’ Harrison said, ‘of whieh they 
were to pay $2,500 cash and $2,500 
when the bill was put through. 

‘The object is to take away the 
reyenue that now goes to charity 
and put it in the pockets of the thea- 
tre owners. We al! know that lots 
of sins are committed in the name of 
charity. But I don’t want to see our 
state sold down the river so a few 
Atlanta attorneys can make a $5,000 
fee.’ 

Net result was that measure, which 
had barely squeezed through Senate, 
was tabled by acclamation 





Harrison, in his attack on bill, 
read the letter, which was written 
on stationery of Martin Theatres, 


Columbus, Ga., and was dated Feb. 
8 and signed ‘R. E. Martin.’ 

It was addressed to ‘Dear Sir,’ but 
Harrison said it was sent to Georgia 
exhibitors. 

Excerpts 





Letter read by Harrison said, in 
part: 

‘Our Atlanta attorneys, who are 
the most reputable and the best to 
| get through such a bill, agreed to 
|put this bill through for $5,000 
| $2,500 cash and $2,500 more when it 
lis made a law. 
| - ‘We exhibitor consisting of the 
following, got together and raised 
the first $2,500: L. J. Duncan, Mra. 
| Wood, Mr. Lee, Mr. Kharr, A. L. 
| Shepard, Messrs. Manning and Wink 
Luckie Stein, Me Tanke and 
Hampton, Nat Williams, O. C. Lam, 
Mrs. L. Bach and the writer 

‘The purpose of this letter is to 
ask your assistance. We are calling 
on you to send us your check for 
what you think would be your pro 
rata share of the $5,000 . & 
Martin, was named secretary and 
treasurer I gave my check for 
$2,500 to the attorneys in return for 
the checks from the above-mentioned 
€ bitors.’ 

The letter t} er ed had 
contributed f $100 to $700 and 
t t one, Mr f j subscribed 
$700 and pald in 9% 0) 

The letter pointe out that the bill 

ed a tv y of ob- 
ng Sabbat ri rat (1) By 

cal government permit, and (2 
if such permit was refused, a peti- 
tion signed by 25% of the voters in 
the affected city or county would 
force issuance of a permit. 

Del. Showmen Cautious 

Wilmington, March 25. 

| Having led fight against old Blue 
Laws, which were repealed two 
weeks ago, Wilmington theatre mena 
are still laving low. New law per- 
mits Sunday pix in incorporated 
towns, but Wilmington managers 
| have agreed to stay shuttered Sun- 
days until at least April 13. Figure 
too much church’ opposition if they 
}open during Lent. 

| Also church groups threat to test 

nstitutionality of new law h 

x Robert H. R Is 

duP umily’s ad 
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If Minn. Kayoes Consent, Majors 


May Stop Pix Selling in That State 
om , 





Minneapolis, March 25. 

With Northwest Allied’s anti-con- 
gent decree bill approved by commit- 
tees of both Minnesota state legisla- 
ture branches and believed assured 
of passage, some of the sponsors’ ex- 
ultation is tempered by a growing 
fear that, if the measure is enacted, 
distributors will carry out their 
threats to cease selling exhibitors in 
this state, excepting the Paramount- 
affiliated Minnesota Amus. Co. cir- 
cuit, which has three-year franchises 
with practically all of the companies. 

The bill would contravene the de- 
cree’s groups-of-five sales’ plan by 


-™ 





ore Complaints ; 





Minneapolis, March 25. 


has filed an intervener with arbitra- 
tion in order to become a party in 
the complaint which its opposition, 
the White Bear, has filed against 
Metro, Warners, RKO and Fox in 
an effort to obtain some run of these 
companies’ product. The four dis- 
tributors, which now sell exclusively 





requiring distributors to offer for 
sale their entire season’s product, the 
same as at present, and to grant a 
minimum 20% cancellation and to 
refrain from forced selling of shorts 
and other subjects. 

In trade circles there’s consider- 
able speculation currently as _ to 
whether 20th-Fox and United Artisis 
really meant it when they testified 
at the legislature’s public hearings 


that they’d be through, as far as serv-| ciqered a local suburb and the pair 


cone | 


icing Minnesota accounts is 
cerned, with the exception noted, if 
the measure is enacted into law. 


to Minneapolis houses over their | 
Mound theatre, Mound, Minn., 20 
| miles from here. Mound is con- 


It | 


would be impractical and too costly ‘Warners and other major product 
to set up another selling system just | 


for Minnesota, according to Fox, and | 


United Artists couldn't 
either, its spokesman insisted. 


operate, | ount), the bankruptcy trustees for 


If these threats are to be taken | 


seriously and if the three other com- 
panies which are opposing the de- 
cree—Metro, RKO and Warners— 
take a similar stand, as expected, re- 
sulting in a shutting off of product, 


Northwest Allied leaders believe a |! 


reprisal step would be to have the 
state prohibit the entry of any of the 
offending companies’ films, thus pre- 
venting them from reaching even 
Minnesota Amus. Co. There also un- 
doubtedly would be a mandamus 


court action to compel servicing, it’s | 


pointed out. 

Bringing 
nearer to passage and helping to stir 
up all the present speculation, the 


State Senate general legislation com- | 


mittee followed the lower House 
judiciary committee’s lead in approv- 
ing it. 
unanimous—12 to 0. 


was In the 


House committee it was 18-2 in its | 


favor. 
The bill is expected to reach the 
floors of both legislature branches 


for a final decision within the next ' 


10 days. 





Ga. Nixes Anti-Consent Bill 
Atlanta, March 25. 


the measure one step; 


The Senate committee vote | 
to recommend the bill for passage | 


to the Avalon, were the only ones 
named in the complaint of David 
Ratner, White Bear theatre vice- 
president. 

Without going to arbitration, Lee 
and Carisch are seeking through 
Northwest Allied to secure a reduc- 
tion in the 35-day clearance granted 


claim that the protection is ruinous 
to. their property. 
Because it had Metro, 20th-Fox, 


back in 1935, when it was operated 
by the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 


the 4,000-seat Minnesota theatre are 
preparing to go before arbitration 
to make a demand for some of these 
pictures now. Minnesota Amus. now 
has all this product tied up on long- 
term franchises. Franchise deals 
have been made, covering loop first 
and second runs, during the past 
several years. 


Clearance Squawk 
Denver, March 25. 


In the second case filed here, E. K. 
Menagh, owner of the Star, Ft. Lup- 
ton, Colo., charges five film com- 
panies with favoring the Rex, 
Brighton, Colo., five miles distant in 
bookings and clearance. Menagh asks 
clearance be defined, giving him a 
better break and asks damages and 
such other reliefs as seems fair to 
arbiter. Named in beef are Par- 
amount, Loew’s, RKO, Warners, 20th. 





Cleveland’s First 
Cieveland, March 25. 


A complaint filed by Louis Israel, 
Akron exhibitor, against five major 
distributing companies here, is 
| Cleveland’s first arbitration case 
| which will be heard here Wednesday 
(26). He charges that RKO, Para- 


| 
| 


The Georgia General Assembly on/ mount, 20th, Loew’s and Warners 
its final session last Saturday (22) | have refused to release pictures to 


voted down bill to invalidate 
federal consent decree. Introduced 
by Senator Homer Edenfield, of 


Kingsland, the bill would have per- 
mitted exhibitors to cancel up to a 
maximum of 20% of features each 


year. It had been passed by the 
senate. 


MAGYAR PLAYWRIGHT 
APPEALS FOX SUI 


Stephen Tamas, 





from an order of Justice Peter 
Schmuck in N. Y. supreme court 
dismissing his plagiarism action 
against 20th Century-Fox. He had 


charged plagiarism of his scenario, 
‘Stowaway,’ in the 20th film of the 
same name. 

Tamas claimed he wrote the story 
On assignment, as a vehicle for Shir- 
ley Temple, and 20th-Fox used the 
basic plot and title after rejecting 
his script. The action was dismissed 
first in the Hungarian courts, with 
the N. Y. court following suit. 





Recasting ‘The Outcasts’ 
Hollywood, March 25. 


Hungarian play- | 
wright, filed an appeal Friday (27) | 


the | him for his newly constructed Ellet 


nabe. He is asking for contracts 
from them for 42d day showings in 
his 800-seat house at a 28c. scale. 
Claims that W. L. Hart, whose Norka 
and Rialto are located in that Akron 
area, is putting on pressure to keep 
him out of the field. 


| Distribs so far have denied his re- 
| quest upom ground that they have 
prior contracts with Hart, giving his 
Co-Operative Theatres, Inc., a seven- 
day clearance against the Ellet. 
Irsae] also operates the center-May- 
| ffeld in Cleveland, and wants exist- 
ing contracts nullified. 





RKO Defends Seizure of 
Rogers’ ‘Path’ in 20G Suit 


Los Angeles, March 25. 
Winning of the Academy award by 


Ginger Rogers had an echo in Su- | 
perior Court where RKO filed an | 


answer to the $20,000 damage suit 
filed by the operators of the Grand 
Wilshire theatre as result of the stu- 
dio’s seizure of a print of the Rogers 
film, ‘Primrose Path,’ because of the 
| lurid advertising. 

Picture was exhibited and adver- 


‘tised as a ‘sex’ film after Miss Rogers 
,had won the award, and was seized 


* Bret Harte’s old yarn, ‘The Out- | bY the sheriff's office while custom- 


easts of Poker Flat,’ is due for a re- ,€rS were in the theatre. 


The an- 


make at Republic with Roy Rogers ,Swer denies the plaintiff’s contention 
and Gecrge ‘Gabby’ Hayes in the top ,that the film company erred in its 


roles. 


Silent version was filmed in 1919 | 


by Universal, starring Harry Carey. 


WILES’ AIR PIC 
Hollywood, March 25. 





Gordon Wiles gets the director | by John Ardizoni, writer, 


| legal procedure. 





FLEW HIS CooP 
Los Angeles, March 25. 
Piracy suit for $150,000 was filed 
against 


chore on ‘Forced Landing,’ slated Olympe Bradna and Paramount Pic- 


as the second Paramount 


release | tures, 


from William H. Pine and William | 


C. Thomas. 


Filming starts April 14 at the Fine | lifted from his story, ‘The Bird on | the series, beginning with ‘The Gay | 


Arts studio and stars Richard Arlen. 


Co . 4 a 


ft a 


Inc., involving the picture, 
‘Nights of Nights.’ 


Plaintiff charges the yarn was 


the Flying Trapeze.’ 


The Avalon, White Bear, Minn., | 





Metro’s ‘Big Time’ Pic 
A Trailer for RKO? 


By BILL HALLIGAN 
Hollywood, March 17. 


| Happy Hemmingway, 
| Palace Beach, N.Y.C. 








Dear Happy: 

A horse named Bay View won the 
|Santa Anita Derby and all the lads 
‘in Alcatraz played him for a hunch. 
| I saw one of them yesterday on Vine 


| Street. He told me he got out on 
l/him. You can’t stand on the corner 
| of Hollywood and Vine anymore &s 
ithe constable gives you the bum’s 
irush and if you give him an argu- 
poor you land in the city hoosegow. 
lIt's called Lincoln Heights after the 
man who set the slaves free. 


| If you see Violinsky tell him to 
|hurry back here as the radio script 
| writers are all out of gags. 

All the studios are making pictures 
| about the forgotten man, ‘Meet John 
| Doe.” ‘Citizen Kane’ and the 
| Hotel epic, ‘Bill Halligan Slept Here.’ 
Jack McGowan and Arthur Freed 
are writing a story called ‘Big Time’ 
and the Palace theatre, for M-G-M 
and RKO is very happy. It’s about 
a variety performer who goes to war 
rather than open the show and be- 
comes General Pershing’s chauffeur. 
He breaks an arm when the Cadillac 
backfires and is decorated by General 
Motors. 


Santa Anita closed Monday and the 
pawnshops opened Tuesday. 


It has been raining for a month 
and everything I own is in soak. 

Garson Kanin, our youngest direc- 
tor, went over to see Buddy De 
Sylva’s Paramount production, 
‘Caught in the Draft,” and when he 
got home that night he was. Garson 
will have plenty of experience when 
he gets to camp as he is now direct- 
ing “Tom, Dick and Harry.’ It’s a 
Ginger Rogers epic in which she 
talks to herself all through the pic- 
ture. That would be swell for me 
too. I’m that way now. 

Well Happy, Donald Kerr, Jimmy 
Lucas, Pat West, Buck Mack and 
Herb Ashley are all waiting for you 
to come back. They say they can 
use that gow, if you know what they 
mean. George McKay wants to 
know what you did with the Pontiac 
he let you borrow to go to Monogram 
with. He is using a 1940 scooter 
that he bought second-handed from 
Little Billy. So hurry back. 

Your pal, 





Buck. 


WB PRODUCTION 
AT ALL-TIME 





Hollywood, March 25. 


Production hit an all-time high at 
Warner Bros. today (Tuesday) with 
5,030 persons on the payroll for the 
eight pictures that are in work on 
| the studio’s 22 stages. Eleven more 

films are being readied for an early 
start as the lot rushes to wind up 
the 1940-41 commitments and get 
| well under way to present its first 
| block-of-five under the consent de- 
cree in late spring or early summer. 
Employment breakdown discloses 
| 4,300 on the general and mechanical 
| Staffs, 88 stars and feature players 
| under contract, 24 outsider players 
on one-picture deals and 465 extras. 
There are 150 people on location. 

Personnel average for the next 
three months will level off to around 
4,500. 








Sanders’ ‘Falcon’ Series 





Hollywood, March 25. 

George Sanders is starting a new 

series of starring stories at RKO 

based on the ‘Falcon’ mystery char- 

'acter written by Michael Arlen. The 

new detective tales take the place of 

the ‘Saint’ yarns, which RKO has 

| switched to British production with 
/a native star. 

Wendy Barrie is coming back from 

, New York to play the femme lead in 





| Falcon,’ 


Mills | 


HIGH 


} 





Free Passes or Fraternizing With — 
Pix People Tabu to AAA Arbiters 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 25. 


Fay Bainter’s contract renewed by 
Metro. 

20th-Fox lifted Lynn Roberts’ op- 
tion. 

20th-Fox extended stock player 
contracts of Monica Bannister, Bon- 
nie Bannon, Bunny Hartley, Rose- 
anne Murray and Marion Rosamond. 

Ted North drew an option lift at 
20th-Fox. 

Warners handed Katharine Leslie 
a player ticket. 

RKO signed Lupe Velez for three 
more pictures. 

Pararnount renewed Victor Young’s 
contract as music scorer. 

Bill Justice inked player contract 
at Warners. 

20th-Fox renewed Darrell Ware’s 
writing ticket. 

Arnold Gillespie drew new pact as 
unit art director at. Metro. 

Republic handed Marilyn Hare a 
thespring renewal. 

Warners picked up Jean 
lesco’s director option. 

Karl Tunberg drew renewal 
20th-Fox. He’s a scripter. 

Warners renewed Lenore Coffee’s 
scribbling contract. 

20th-Fox extended Steve Fisher’s 
writing pact for six months. 

Jane D’Armand signed to stock 
player contract at Warners. 

Warners picked up Mary Brodel’s 
player option. 

Ketti Frings inked writing deal at 
Columbia. 

Mary Coles’ player option renewed 
by Warners. 











Negu- 


at 


Samuel Goldwyn renewed Virginia | 


Gilmore’s contract for another year. 
Earl Baldwin inked scripter ticket 
at Metro. 
RKO handed Jane 
pact. 


Wyatt player 


Gloria Hills, nitery singer, drew a | 


player contract at Metro. 
Republic renewed Weaver Brothers 
and Elviry for three more pictures. 


METRO CHECKER, WIFE 





NW STORM VICTIMS 





Minneapolis, March 25. 

Due to winter’s vagaries, including 
blizzards and ice-coated roads, sell- 
ing and checking films continues a 
hazardous Northwest occupation well 
into the spring. 

C. E. Ellington, M-G checker, and 
his wife, en route to a theatre check- 
ing assignment, lost their lives in 
last week’s blizzard in North Dakota 
and Minnesota. Their car was stalled 
in the storm and they froze to death. 
The deceased had been associated 
with Metro for three years, Total of 
storm deaths at 76. 

Numerous automobile 


; accidents, 
involving film salesmen, 


have oc- 


curred in the territory during the | 
past several years. In most instances, | 


the salesmen have skidded off of icy 
roads or been caught in blizzards. 
There have been a_ considerable 
number of serious injuries, 


Andrews Trio Back at UJ 


Hollywood, March 25. 
The Andrews Sisters report Mon- 








day (31) for the new Abbott-Costello | 


picture at Universal, ‘They’re in the 
Navy.’ 
First title ‘We’re in the Navv Now’ 


bumped against a similar monicker | 


owned by Paramount. 


Moray’s Coast Confab 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Norman H. Moray, shorts sales 
manager for Warners, trains in to- 
morrow (Wed.) from New York to 
join Gradwell Sears, Mort Biumen- 
stock, Carl Leserman, Ben H. Kal- 
menson, Arthur Sachson and Sam 
Schneider in studio conferences. 

Chief idea to be discussed is the 
probable effect of the consent de- 
cree on sales conditions. 





BORZAGE’S TUNEFILM 
Hollywood, March 25. 


Frank Borzage gets the director 
job on the musical picture, ‘Smilin’ 
Through,’ at Metro. 


+ 


|and screen, goes 





A set of hard-and-fast rules, vio. 
lation of which may mean the re. 
moval of an arbitrator, is being is- 
sued today (Wed.) to more than 700 
arbiters who will sit on film cases 
under the consent decree. The rules 
govern the powers, duties and re. 
sponsibilities of the arbitrators but 
goes far beyond the decree itself 
which specified that those hearing 
film complaints could have no pres- 
ent connection with the film indus- 
try or have had any in the past. 

Among other things, the rules pre- 
pared by the American Arbitration 
Assn. concern social contacts with 
films as well as gratuities such as 
passes. In this connection, the in- 
structions read as follows: 


‘Members of the panel, even when 
not serving, must scrupulously avoid 
social fraternizing with the motion 
picture representatives or receiving 
any theatre tickets, accepting or 
seeking any favors whatever, how- 
ever slight they may be, or in any 
way giving the impression or creat- 
ing a suspicion that they are any 
more friendly or approachable than 
before their appointment. Any sub- 
stantial change in attitude, leading 
to such an inference, may give cause 
for their removal from the panel.’ 


Arbitrators also are to avoid re- 
ceiving favors from either party sub- 
ject to arbitration or accepting in- 
vitations from a party or his counsel, 
Furthermore, he is to have no pri- 
vate communication which he does 
| not disclose to both parties or enter 
|}into any relationship which might 
change his point of view or make 
him a beneficiary under his own 
award. He must refuse to benefit 
|from offers made by the successful 
party in an arbitration case to im- 
| prove his social or financial position 
‘for the acceptance of these, even 
subsequently to the making an 
award, may be construed as a re- 
; ward for his favorable decision.’ 

Arbitrators are forbidden to give 
legal advice, even though he himself 
| may be a member of the bar and 
|cannot have any personal part in 
arranging a settlement. ‘An arbi- 
trator misuses his powers and takes 
an unfair advantage of the parties 
when he voluntarily tries to per- 
| suade or force parties to compromise 
|or settle their controversy,’ the in- 
| strctions add. 


No Tipping Off 


Another ukase is against an arbiter 
giving any inkling of what his de- 
| cision is to be before the hearing is 
| closed and the award 1s made. These 
disclosures would lead a party to en- 
deavor to upset the award in the be- 
lief he has not had a fair hearing or 
that someone else enjoys the confi- 
dence of the arbitrator more than he 
does, the AAA warns. 


Hearings are to be conducted with 
the utmost economy and ‘when coun- 
sel are present on behalf of their 
clients it is the responsibility of the 
arbitrator to free the proceeding 
from the spirit of litigation.’ 

Concerning impartiality, about 
which the AAA has been so careful 
in choosing arbitrators, the rules 
| have this to say: 


| “The office of arbitrator is judicial 
| in that a dispute is to be decided, not 
|}only deliberately and fairly, but 
| with conscientious appraisal of the 
evidence and according to facts. The 
element of independence is satisfied 
when he arrives at his decision by 
|his own free will on the basis of 
these same facts. But more than 
this is required to satisfy the element 
of impartiality, for this includes not 
only an honest purpose and an inde- 
pendent mind but the ability to 
maintain an even-handed atitude to- 
ward both parties alike ... and it is 
a breach of duty for an arbitrator to 
conceal from either party the exist- 
ence of any circumstance by which 
he is likely to he biased.’ 








' 
} 
} 


| 








CRAVEN’S HOUSING SHORTS 
Hollywood, March 25. 
Frank Craven, veteran of stage 
into the Federal 
Housing ‘campaign as star and com- 
mentator in two shorts, to be pro- 
duced under Government supervi- 
sion in Hollywood for Pathe’s ‘In- 


{formation Please’ program. 


Frank Donovan, representing the 
Federal authority, moved in from 
Washington to make final prepara- 





Jeanette MacDonald stars. 


tions for the filming. 
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‘KEEP PIX SONGS OFF AIR 





Consent Decree Importantly On Par's 


3-Day Convention Agenda This Wk. 


+ 





A thorough discussion of the con- 
gent decree and in what way the 
new selling plan for the 1941-42 sea- 


gon may effect theatre operations 
will be a major subject for debate 
and exchange of opinion at the 
three-day Paramount convention to 
be heid at Hot Springs, Va., start- 
ing tomorrow (Thurs.). General 
problems involving exhibition will 
also be on the agenda, together with 
consideration of present conditions 
and the future probabilities. 

The discussion will be in the shape 
of a round-table get-together, the 
first of its kind the Par exhibition 
branch has held since its powwow in 
Miami in 1927. In calling all the 
many partners together, with sev- 
eral top home office executives also 
on hand, the hope is to get a cross- 
section of opinion and a basis for 
lanning under the consent and in 
fine with present conditions. Ses- 
gions will be of an informal nature, 
it is added. 

Y. Frank Freeman, in charge of | 
production on the Coast, came east 
Monday (24) and will attend the 
Hot Springs meeting. He, Stanton 
Griffis and Barney Balaban remain 
in New York today (Wed.) for the 
opening of ‘1 Wanted Wings,’ while 


some others left last night (Tues.) 
and still others go this morning 
(Wed.). 

Bob O'Donnell of the Interstate 





chain, J. J. Fitzgibbons of Famous 
Players-Canadian, and Marty Mullins 
and Sam Pinanski all leave from 
N.Y. while other partners come di- 
rect from their respective territor- 
ies. 

In addition to Balaban, Griffis and 
Freeman, the h.o. group includes 
Leonard Goldenson, Sam Dembow, 
Jr., Leon Netter, Montague F. Gow- 
thorpe, Walter Gross, Joe Walsh, | 
Edward Hyman and Bob Weitman. | 

N. L. Nathanson, who is detained | 
by business in Toronto, and Frank | 
C. Walker of the Comerford chain, 
will not be able to attend. Among 
partner-operators converging on Hot 
Springs will be E. V. Richards, a di- 
rector of Par; Bob Wilby, H. F. Kin- | 
cey, F. J. Sparks, S. A. Lynch, Will- 
fam K. Jenkins, M. A. Lightman, 
Hunter Perry, Tracy Barhom, Vin- 
cent McFaul, John Balaban, Earl 
Hudson, A. H. Blank, John Fried}, 
Harry David, Karl Hoblitzelle, Julius 
Gordon and Harry Nace, plus others. 


NEB. MPTOA ALL SET 
FOR A SELF-HYPO 





Lincoln, March 25. | 
Breathing vitality into MPTOA in 
Nebraska for the first time in many 
years, meetings are skedded in April 
which aim to put more members and 
more power into the group in Iowa- 
Nebraska territory. Big gathering 
will probably be April 22. 
prexy, Ed Kuykendall, 
here rece tly, talked to Bob Li 
aston, dean of indie show-owners 
Nebraska that state’s political 
liaisor Nebraska setup, and 
the be furthered at 


National 


vineg- 


and 
about a 


proposals will 


subsequent meetings 
the 
the ex- 
little guy 


One of the old evils was con- 
stant meeting in Omaha, 
change center, where the 
felt he was talked out of it. Under 
new proposals, it’s hoped to have | 
vice-presidents ffom each Congres- 
sional district (4), who will act as 
chairmen when the showmen of their 


territory get together, within the 
area of their operations and prob- | 
lems. | 

In an effort to show film men their | 


concerted efforts may do them a 
great deal of good, the preliminary 
meeting here will call all exhibs to 
gab and feed with Governor Gris- 
wold, Lt. Gov. Johnson, Atty. Gen. 
Johnson, and other state politicos, 
MPTOA in Nebraska for many 
years has been ‘in name only,’ meet- | 
ings small, and spottily attended— 
in spite of potential membership be- 
ing very large. | 


|own film deals rathe 


| Blank, M. A. 
| Hoblitzelle are among those who do 





Fans Talk Back 


Detroit, March 285. 

Last half of the picture ‘Con- 
voy’ is being ruined here for 
audiences at the Palms-State but 
they don’t seem to mind. Mid- 
way in the’ British-German 
theme picture there is a scene 
where a Nazi, in an argument, 
says, ‘There is no greater man 
than Hitler.’ 

Nine times out of every 10, 
somebody in the house let’s go 
with ‘How About Charlie Chap- 
lin?’ or some other quick one. 
That Chaplin line comes up 
often because ‘The Great Dic- 
tator’ is running nearby in the 
Michigan. From then on to the 
finish the audience has gone into 
a daft mood or keeps coming 
up with more dialog contribu- 
tions from the seats.. 


Consent Augurs 


More Individual 




















Par Pards’ Deals 


| 

Partners in the Paramount theatre 
empire are not coming into New 
York as often as formerly but it’s ex- 
pected that, starting this summer, 
when consent decree selling goes into 
effect, they will contact the home of- | 
fice more than ever in spite of the 
fact that deals will be made in the 
fleld. 

By degrees operation by the part- 
ners has become more and more con- | 
centrated in their own territories, | 
with executives from the Par h.o. go- | 
ing into the field frequently to look | 
into conditions as they locally exist. 
Gradually, also, the partners have 
swung over to the making of their 
‘than negotiate 
them through New York with Par 
h.o. men sitting in. Some no longer 
report their deals, it is understood. 

Centralized has brought 
this about, plus partner- 
ship setups that followed reorganiza- 
tion. 

During the past week Bob Wilby, 
Marty Mullin, Sam Pinanski and N. 
L. Nathanson checked into the h.o. 
E. V. Richards, Bill Jenkins, Abe 
Lightman, and Karl 


operation 
permanent 


often 
sell- 


up for huddles as 


Under consent 


not come 
as formerly. 
ing all the partners will make their 
film deals in the exchange zones in 
which their theatres are located but 


it’s expected in numerous cases that 
executives from the home office will 
sit in on some of them or advise 
from headquarters 


Bounced Qut of ‘Misseuri’ 


Hollyv 


s 95 
Marc} 5 


th a South 


‘King Rubber,’ a tale vw 
American background, vent into 
work at Warners yesterday (Wed.) 


with William K. Howard directing. 

Current job prevents Howard 
from piloting ‘Bad Men of Missouri,’ 
to which he was originally assigned. 
Ray Enright takes over the ‘Missouri’ 
chore. 





. 
But Not for Shooting 
Hollywood, March 25. 
‘Ready For Romance,’ originally 
slated to co-star Deanna Durbin and 
Charles Boyer at Universal, has been 
shelved indefinitely because of the 


| French actor’s commitments at othe: 
| studios. 


Next Durbin picture is ‘About An 


Angel,’ in which she co-stars with 
Charles Laughton, Henry Koster di- 
recis, 


——_______ 


OAS TT WOULD 
THUG AID B.0. 


Ad Exec Can’t Get Excited 
About Any Radio Plugs 
for Filmusical Excerpts, 
Regardless of ASCAP Situ- 
ation—Can’t See Wisdom 
of Stale Tunes From the) 
Screen " 








HOW BMI HELPED BIZ | 
| 


By Senn Lawler | 


Advertising Manager, Fox Midwest | 
Theatres | 
Kansas City, March 25. 
Within the past week I have re- 
ceived letters—in common. with 
every other exhibitor, I suppose— 
from advertising and publicity di- 
rectors .for two major producers, 
both bemoaning the ASCAP-BMI- 
radio network controversy which 
has denied the plugging of songs 
from musical pictures on the 
prior to the release of the pictures. 
One of them writes: ‘The contro- | 
versy has robbed the picture busi- | 
ness of one of its most potent ex- | 
ploitation forces for musical pic- | 
tures.’ The other: ‘We believe the 
situation will have so cleared up 
that we can introduce the music 
from the picture by March 15 and 
give it a ride from then on....’ 
I don’t suppose it makes any dif- 
ference to either of these gentlemen, 


but I can neither sympathize with 
them in their trouble, nor agree 
with them in their opinions as to 


the value of this form of exploita- 
tion—much as I respect their ability 
In short, I think they are both ‘all 
wet.’ 

Where anyone ever dug up the 
theory that you can sell merchan- 
dise with one hand while giving it 
away with the other is more than 
I can fathom. 

Keep the Tunes Fresh and New 

In their letters both of these men 
refer to new musical pictures of 
which their studios can be proud. 
But having seen them both, I am 
quite fervent in the hope that the 
theatres with which I am connected 
play them before the musical num- 
bers ever get on the air. Why? In 
the first place the music will be 
fresh and new and theatre audiences 
will hear it first from its source, 
the screens of our theatre: Second, 
the pleasure to be derived from the 
music in one of these pictures is 
visual as well as auditory, depend- 
ing more upon the style and per- 
sonality of the singer than it does 
on the quality of the music itself. In 
the second picture the music is none 
too good, and I'd rather take a 
chance on its getting over under 
best auspices on the screen than to 
vave it pre-judged disadvantage- 


ously on the air. 

Nould suggest that the two ad- 
vertising executives above, a well 
as every showman, think back to 
the day when songs first earned 
thelr p pul t the theatre 

en people ¢ e out y anda 
hum hi t é a we! t bac 
iga 1a ) e the i 
‘on re th e da ( ¢ 
perience 2 la é f 
the r¢ lat r ¢ 
before y the theatre f 
go! 

I would furthe: 
office receipts at motion picture 
theatres have measureably increased 
on all types of pictures since the 


arted. Thi 


ASCAP-BMI embroglio 


increase can't all be attributed to 


the defense program; sheer public 
boredom with Stephen Foster in 
swing time and boogy-woogy nur- 
sery rhymes has probably had more 
to do with it. As far as I am con- 
cerned (as a theatremar the net 
work orchestras ca! 0 on plaving 
‘Ol’ Black Joe’ and ‘Ba-Ba Black 
Sheep’ from now until Kingdom 
Come. I like good popular music 
as well as the next fellow, but I 
don't like to have it plugged to 
death ‘for free,” when I am trying 
to sell it for cash. 

Just remember this, no candy 
merchant ever got rich by keeping 
‘his customers sick on samples! 


air | 








Enoland’s Concentration on 16 mm. 
Documentaries As Defense Effort 
Suggests Future American Activity 





Mental Hurdle 





At least one exhib is known 
to be using the consent decree 


along psychological lines. Said 
exhib came into one of the 
American Arbitration Assn. tri- 
bunals and obtained a full set 


of forms under which complaints 
are filed. 

When a film salesman calls on 
him he has the forms spread on 
his desk as a bargaining factor. 
So far he hasn't made out a com- 
plaint of any kind, 








16 mm. Drive On 
To Up Interest Of 
So. Amer. in U.S. 


Large-scale 16 mm. film campaign 
launched by Rockefeller 
South Re- 


lations to better acquaint the people 


has been 


Committee on American 


of the Latin republics with the 
United States. Committee is work- 
ing in cooperation with Yank em- 
bassies and consulates, which will 
act as distributing agencies for the 


|pix that the Rockefeller outfit will 


provide. 

All 
16 mm. product is to be called for 
suitable S. A. fodder. 
educational stuff made by private 
sources as well as large quantities of 
product various government depart- 
ments have available. 


available non - commercial 


Where necessary these will be re- 
edited and all will be soundtracked 
in Spanish and Portuguese. In ad- 
dition, where the committee finds a 
lack of appropriate films on a sub- 
ject it wants to get across, Kenneth 
Macgowan will be assigned to make 
them. It was to handle this pro- 
duction job that Macgowan took a 
leave from 20th-Fox. 

Enlisted to handle the pictures is 
the Film Library of the Museum of 
Modern Art, N. Y. Jock Whitney, 
chairman of the Rockefeller group’s 
films division, is also 
Modern Art Museum. 

Whitney has arranged a reciprocal 
setup whereby suitable 16 mm. 


+ 


, . a 
pied Vil the 


product made in South America will | 


be sent to the U. S. for distribution 
to colleges. schools and interested 
groups here 
| di Wi (] 
7 ‘ 1 
f f ) ft f 
i { ( tr { I 

‘ e f é if 
vi ia Al 4 ) Paran Ou t 
( uit) loop house the Gopher and 
Aster, fro 42 to 35, and 35 to 21 
days, respectively. 

Under the change, 15 and 20c 


will benefit by 


neighborhood houses 


earlier availability. The Gopher is 
1 28c downtown first-run situation 
and the Aster the only downtown 


theatre 
with 


first-run twin bills 
I5c to 5 p.m. and 28c 


nls ving 
pia: in 
admission 
thereafter 


MARTHA’S ‘VICTORY’ 
Hollywood, March 25 

the 

Vic- 


readying 


teinhold Schunzel_ directs 
Martha Scott starrer, ‘Strange 
tory,’ which Sol Lesser is 


to produce for United Artists re- 
lease. 

Production start is slated for May 
14, 


This includes 


+ saeiliacgheniaicaike 


Signpost to what lies ahead for the 
American motion picture industry, 
with its concentration growing 
greater on war and defense, is con- 
tained in at least one aspect of what 
has happened in England. That's the 
| tremendous growth and importance 
;}of documentary and_ educational 
| films, both theatrical and non-theatri- 
| cal. 

These pictures, running anywhere 
from five to 21 minutes, are being 
| shown regularly and widely in com- 
| mercial houses as well as to large 16 
| mm. audiences in places beyond 
; reach of theatres, according to Rich- 
ard R. Ford, head of the film staff 
| of the British Library of Informa- 
tion, N. Y., an American outpost of 
| the British Ministry of Information. 

One angle of the growth of docu- 
| mentary and educational pix in Eng- 
|land is the wide-scale 16 mm. distri- 
bution these films have been getting 
in the U. S. since Jan. 1. Ford’s of- 
i fice sells prints of these pictures to 
the regular distribs of 16 mm. 
product, who rent them at about 
$1.50 a reel a day to clubs, organi- 
| zations, schools and private people. 
| Ford also sells reels directly to 
many British war relief outfits in the 
U. S., which give VS With them to 
raise funds. Schools and colleges 
have also been buying a large num- 
ber directly for their own use and 
for rental purposes. 

British Library now has 30 sub- 
jects on hand, with 15 more expected 
in a few weeks and another 15 
shortly after that. Although avail- 
able in 35 mm. form, these pix are 
not sold to theatrical accounts, as the 
Ministry of Information does not 
think they are of sufficient interest 
to the general public. It fears the 
boredom they might create would 
| defeat their purpose. 

‘These films for 16 mm. exhibition,’ 
Ford said, ‘primarily provide infore 
mation about what is going on, 
Britain in wartime suffers from isola- 
| tion: travel is discouraged, letters 
delayed and parts of the country iso- 
lated for military or other reasons, 
These non-theatrical films, with their 
brief descriptions of Coastal defense, 
factory life, the meaning of reserved 
occupations, state maternity services, 
schools in wartime, industrial health, 
army medical and so on, 
bridge the gaps of loneliness when 
families are divided, children evacu- 





sho. 


services, 


ated, brothers on service, sisters in 
distant factories and the old people 
just carrying on.’ 


By December of 1940, just about 
six months after the non-theatrical 
project started, the shows totaled 
600 a week with an average audience 


of 150 for each, 


M-G 


Ford 


asserted, 
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Mayo’s ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
Hollywood, March 25. 
20th-Fox has handed Archie Mayo 
the director chore on ‘Chariey's 
Aunt,’ starring Jack Benny. 
Associate producer is 
Perlberg. 


William 


PAR’S BOOKIE PIC 


Paramount has an eye on Hollye- 

ghboring Santa Anita track 
as the locale for a flicker. It has core 
ralled the ‘Santa Anita Handi- 
|cap Day,’ Anita’ and ‘Handi- 
cap Day.’ 

Warner Bros. got the urge to go to 
the same back in 1937, and 
Staked out the labei ‘A Day at Santa 

| Anita,’ but nothing’s happened. 


wood’s ne 


tags 


‘Santa 


nags 
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WB’s Preview of ‘Sea Wolf’ at Sea 
Realistic to Point of Mal-de-Mer 








By JACK JUNGMEYER 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Acme of the so-called appropriate 
previews for the press was the show- 
ing of Warners’ production of ‘The 
Sea Wolf’ on the crack commercial 
liner, the America, en route from 
Los Angeles to San Francisco during 
the tail end of a blow which had a 
number of the fourth estaters fight- 
ing off mal-de-mer. But the char- 
acter and setting of the salty pre- 
mitre served to enhance the sense 
of reality for the patrons, while 
novelty of the occasion begot reams | 
of copy from the squeamish scribes | 





when finally they got ashore and! Canary’ was shelved, the Broadway | 
| Paramount found itself stuck for a|to discuss the 1941-42 program and 


via the ether from the America’s 
radio room. 

Preview party, consisting of 100 
members of the press, radio folk, 
Warners’ players, executives and 
praisers, stepped from boat to busses 
for a whisk to Jack London’s Valley | 
of the Moon ranch for a barecue | 
and back to planes and trains for 
Los Angeles within 30 hours of 
embarkation from latter port Friday 
noon (21). Cost to the company 1s 
estimated between $15,000 and 
$20,000 over all by S. Charles Ein- 
feld, vice-president in charge of ad- 
vertising and publicity, who moni- 
tored the occasion. Mingling of 
players, ‘headed by Edward G. 
Robinson, Ida Lupino and John Gar- 


— 


DELAYED PREEM 


‘Las Vegas Nights’ Finally Junketing 
to Nevada 





Hollywood, March 25. 

Paramount is in the midst of elab- 
orate plans for a preview junket to 
Nevada City for ‘Las Vegas Nights.’ 
When William Le Baron shifted over 
to 20th-Fox the studio forthwith halt- 
ed all preparations and sent the pic- 
ture out into release wtihout even 
the customary preview. 


Meantime, when ‘Hard-Boiled 


film, and rushed in ‘Las Vegas’ last 
week. 


PCC LAYS PLANS FOR 





2ND ANNUAL PARLEY | 





Los Angeles, March 25. 
Plans are being formulated for the 
second annual convention of the Pa- 
cific Coast Conference of Independ- 
ent Theatre Owners, to be held late 


in April or first part of May. Con- 
vention last year was held in Las 
Angeles and trustees may decide to 





field, with passengers on shipboard 
during afternoon and evening, was a 
holiday for the amateur photogra- 
phers and autograph hunters, and 
resulted in obvious extension of good 
will for Warners. 

Guests as ‘Crew’ 

Because of Interstate Commerce 
Commission regulations governing 
the America’s passenger traffic, all 
press members and players making 
the trip had to sign up as technical 
members of the crew. The talk was 
beginning to get pretty salty by the 
time the ship docked in San Fran- 
cisco. 

In player contingent, added to those 
already mentioned, were Hobart 
Bosworth, star and producer of the 
first ‘Sea Wolf,’ made in 1913 at a 
cost of only $9,000, as against the 
present $900,000 production; Mary 
Astor and her busband, Del Campo; 
Charles Ruggles, Priscilla Lane, 
Ronald Reagan and Jane Wyman, 
Katherine Aldridge, Joan Perry, 
Alexis Smith and a dozen Warners 
stock players. 

Charmion London, Jack London’s 
widow, hosted the crowd of over 
200, with San Francisco additions, at 
the Glen Ellen ranch where Lon- 
don’s literary workshop was thrown 
open. On way back to trains and 
planes from the ranch, players 
stopped off for brief personal ap- 
pearance at old town of Sonima at 
the Sebastiani theatre. 

Alexis Smith, a Warners starlet, 
missed the boat at Los Angeles, but 
promptly hired a tug to overtake 
the America and was swung aboard 
out in the open sea, dripping but 
undaunted. Organization of the trip 
worked like sprocxet precision under 
Einfeld’s adjutant, Robert Taplinger, 
and Eddie Manson and a score of 
the department's picked men. 


meet in some northern city this year. 
Meeting of the trustees of the 
PCCITO was held last week in San 
| Francisco, at which time plans for 
the conclave were discussed. In at- 
tendance from here were Jack Y. 
Berman and Hugh Bruen, trustees 
representing the Independent Thea- 
tre Owners of Southern California 
and Arizona, and Robert H. Poole, 
executive secretary. 
| Also jn attendance were Rotus 
| Harvey and Ben Levin of San Fran- 





cisco, William Ripley of Seattle and | 


| Bob White and George Hunt of Port- 
| land. 





PASCAL BACK 


Katharine Hepburn Also at Nassau 
Preem of ‘Barbara’ 











Gabriel Pascal arrives on the 


|Coast from Florida today (Wednes- | 


day) after attending the world 


|preem of his ‘Major Barbara’ in 
Nassau last week. Producer was 
accompanied to the Duke and Duch- 


(ess of Windsor-sponsored unveiling | 


by Katharine Hepburn, who joined 
(him in Florida on his way south 
from New York. 


| Pascal will do a month of cutting 


land re-editing on ‘Barbara’ on the 
|Coast. His personal aide, Marion 
Baldwin, trained from New York 


Monday (24) to join him in Holly- 
| wood. 


| 


Inside Stufl—Picture 


Unquote 





Miami theatre, a Sixth avenue 
(N. Y.) shooting gallery, makes 
no pretense about the audience 
it aims for. Currently showing 
a sex film, ‘Fools of Desire’ 
(Syndicate Exchange), it has 
blown up in front of the house 
a quote from Daty VaRIETY’s 
review: 

‘To vulgar audiences this may 
| have a vulgar appeal.’ 


Mono Franchise-Holders 
Meet in L.A. April 4-6 
To Discuss 41-42 Output 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Monogram franchise-holders meet 
in annual convention here April 4-6 

















'selling conditions under the consent 
decree. *Sessions will be attended by 
company executives, headed by W. 
Ray Johnston, president, and repre- 
| sentatives of 36 exchanges in the U.S. 
and Canada. 

Franchise-holders include John 
Mangham, Atlanta; Ben Welansky, 
Boston; Harry Berkson, Buffalo; 
Henri Elman, Chicago; William Onie, 
Cincinnati; Nate Schultz, Cleveland; 
Ed Blumenthal and John Franconi, 
Dallas; L. T. Fidler, Denver; F. E. 
Judd, Des Mojnes; William Hurlbut, 
Detroit; William Benjamin, Kansas 
City; Howard Stubbins, Los Angeles; 
Charles Trampe, Milwaukee; Ben 
Nathanson, Minneapolis; Harry H. 
Thomas, New York; Carr Scott, Ok- 
lahoma City; S. J. Francis, Omaha; 
George West, St. Louis, and Mel 
Hulling. San Francisco. 


JOICE AND SPROWL 
SHIFT PAR PUBLICITY 


Cleveland. March 25. 
Reorganizing its publicity setup 
| here, Paramount is making J. Max- 
well Joice district ad manager of 
Cleveland and Detroit and shifting 
Norman Sprowl to cover Cincinnati 
and Indianapolis which Joice for- 
merly handled. 

Max Stahl, formerly located at In- 
dianapolis, making new headquarters 
;at local Par exchange as field sup- 
|ervisor of shorts. Territory includes 
| Detroit, Indianapolis and Cincinnati. 











Bette’s Home-Town Preem 





A new slant on a world preem 
| will be to open ‘The Great Lie’ in 
Bette Davis’ home town of Littleton, 
N. H., on her birthday, April 5. It 
| will be held at the Premier, with a 
| birthday celebration a part of the 
plan. 
| Proceeds of the preem will go to 
| the Littleton hospital and the Golden 
Rule Farm for Boys. Miss Davis 
will attend. 








Radio broadcast from ship made | 


transmission history when John B. | 


Hughes on his Roma Quiz, because 


of certain regulations, had to short- | 


wave his airer to Honolulu, which 
in trn sent it back to the Califor- 


ni: SOast to Pont Reyes, via RCA, 
fo. the regular Mutual telephonic 
chauwueis to Los Angeles. Difficulty 
of i*e ethering tied in with long- 


standing contest between RCA and 
American Telephone. 
Bosworth confided that 
silent version of the 
grossed $3,500,000. 


the first 
‘Sea Wolf’ 





Special Coast-to-Coast 
Radio Plug for ‘England’ 


Ed Murrow, European director for 
Columbia Broadcasting, makes a 
special broadcast from England to- 
night (Wednesday) which will be 
received in U.S. over a_ coast-to- 
coast special hookup being tied up | 
with the initial showing of ‘This Is 
England,’ Columbia short, in this 





country. Film is slated for simul- 
taneous release in Greater New 
York starting tomorrow (Thurs- 


day). 
Broadcast starts at 6:45 p.m., east- 


Arthur W. Kelly, United Artists v.p. in charge of Sales, disclosed yes- 


| terday (Tuesday) that he had offered to Jules Levey about two months 


Jack Schlaifer. 


ago the post of western division salesmanager which was resigned by | lo 


Levey and the latter declined the job. 


Negotiations are now closed and will not be reopened, Kelly said. Post 


T: - y 

has been filled by Haskell Masters, former Canadi: ales he TG Pn Walter Wanger &s guest of 
e ney Sab adian sales head for UA. | honor, and delivering not only the 

Levey, now operating his own producing unit, via Universal release, is | principal address at a dinner, but| 


| former general salesmanager for RKO, 


Hollywood’s good will junkets to 


|}a tour of the Latin-American countr 
south of the border, generally leave 


| ‘When you come to Hollywood, come and see me some time.’ 
| southern neighbors, taking the invitations literally, arrive, they invariably 
| get a brushoff. As result, the hands-across-the-equator idea is suffering 


| from a chill 


handed out by B. G. de Sylva to the 
ments. 


aimed solely at amusement. 


Universal has indicated intentions of 





ern standard time, coming from the 
British Isles by shortwave. Murrow. | 
the commentator on this short, will 

describe the picture and events lead- | 
ing up to its production, 


leans to ‘Lady Scarface.’ 
for United Artists release in 1932. 


‘My Man Godfrey’ also looks set for a change of -sex. 
‘made the picture, last week registered the title ‘My Girl Godfrey’. 





Cut out the propaganda and give us entertainment, is the general idea 


Studio is working in close cooperation with the War Department 
| On six features dealing with national defense, but feels that there will 
| soon be a surplus of propaganda pictures and a public demand for pictures 
Since Jan. 1 Paramount has bought 17 im- 
portant story properties, aggregating close to $1,000,000. 





‘Scarface’ appears due for a comeback in one revised form or another. 


Original ‘Scarface’ was made by Howard Hughes 





South America are not paying divi- 


dends in good will, according to a film exec who recently returned from 


ies. Screen folks, regally entertained 


for home with the casual invitation, 
When the 


Paramount story and writing depart- 


making ‘Young Scarface,’ while RKO 


Ted Mendenhall Upped by Par in K.C._ 
Zone; Theatre-Exchange News Briefs 





Omaha, March 25. 


Albert (Ted) Mendenhall, manager 
of the local Paramount exchange for 
the past 15 years, is leaving April 
1 for a district executive job with 
the same company in Kansas City. 
Al Taylor is to replace here. 

Mendenhall, president of the local 
Variety club, is dean of Film Row 
here and best known film manager 
in the Iowa-Nebraska territory. He 
has been with Paramount longer 
than the present regime and has 
weathered numerous storms and 
shakeups in the organization. For 
the past few years he has been ill 
off and on, but now seems pretty 
well recovered. 

Exact nature of his new duties 
is not known at this time, but it will 
have to do with the district distri- 
bution setup. 

Patrick Marksbury, treasurer of 
Mort Singer’s Orpheum, Sioux City, 
has reported at Brandeis here (also 
Singer) to replace treasurer Lou 
Eggert who enlisted in the army. 





Rep’s Saenger Deal 

Selling earlier than ever before, 
Republic has already closed a major 
deal on its 1941-42 product, signing 
up the Saenger circuit following 
negotiations held during the past 
week in New Orleans. a. me 
Grainger, in charge of distribution 
for Rep, conducted the negotiations 
with . C. Bromberg, southern 
franchise-holder for Rep, and Leo 
Seicschnaydre. Gaston Dureau and 
John Richards acted for the circuit. 

Prior to going on to New Orleans, 
Grainger was in Dallas huddling 
with the Interstate people on a 1941- 
42 deal, not yet closed. 





Bernhard’s 10th Anni Drive 

Joe Bernhard left yesterday 
(Tuesday) to attend a meeting of 
Warner managers in the Albany 
zone to discuss ‘the 13-weeks’ drive 
in the WB theatres which Moe 
Silver, in charge at Albany, plans in 
connection with Bernhard’s foth an- 
niversary with the company. 

Harry Goldberg of the h.o. accom- 
panied Bernhard to Albany to sit in 
on the huddles in line with the ad- 
vertising plans. 





McFarland’s New Dept. 
Des Moines, March 25. 

Tri-States Theatre Corp. has 
nmamed Dale McFarland, former 
manager, as head of an enlarged ad- 
| vertising department here. Dorothy 
| Day, who will assist him in the ad- 
| vertising department, heads public 
relations, 

Other changes made necessary 
| through creation of this department 
| include the transfer of Don Allen to 
the Capitol, Davenport, and Ted 
Emerson to the Omaha at Omaha. 








Joy Theatre We!l Named 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 25. 
New seats installed at Joy theatre. 
| Atlanta. Added to Joy is series of 
| ‘love seats’—that is, two seats to- 
gether, minus arm rest between. 
| Construction started on Minaugh 
| theatre, Newbury, S. C. 
New $20,000 Conveyers 
opened at Conyers, Ga. 
Club sponsored gala sendoff. 
Palace, Lyons, Ga., to be replaced 
with new theatre, M. F. Brice, in 
charge, announces. Work starts this 





theatre 


spring. 

C. H. Powell, president, Moultrie | 
(Ga.) Theatre, Inc., plans another 
local unit. Seat 1,400. Work begins 
| soon. 

Palmetto, Wilby-Kincey’s fourth 


cal unit, slated for June opening. 


UA, however, couldn’t meet the conditions dictated by | Seats 900. 





Wanger’s Denver Address 
Denver, March 25. 


|} also addressing a luncheon meeting 
| of the chamber of commerce, the 
Rocky Mountain Screen 


March 28. Rick Ricketson, president 
of the club, will preside at the dinner 
and introduce the speakers. 





Sol Francis’ Apart 
Lincoln, March 25. 
_ Sol Francis, Mono franchise holder 
in Omaha, being sued by his frau for 
separate maintenance. 

Bob Livingston, Capitol here, going 
for $6,000 worth of floating chair re- 
seating this spring. 

Sol Yeager, vet Mono film ped- 
dler in this territory, joined Univer- 
sal in same capacity in Minneapolis. 

Gene Shanahan, former manager 
of Nebraska, and Paul 
former with Lincoln, swapped jobs 
and offices here. 





Capt. Grimes Called 
Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Kenneth Grimes, manager of 
Warner, Erie, Pa.. and a reserve 
captain in U. S. Army, has been 





Universal, which | 


called up for active service and will 


Anderson, | paring to take action shortly. 


Local Lions | 


Club will | 
| celebrate its annual Founders’ Day 


| exploitation 
| Mountain region for United Artists 


report next week at Indiantown Gap | 


(Pa.) encampment. 
placed in 


Grimes will be 
charge of entertainment 


there and is to supervise building of 
a couple of theatre as well as book 
pictures and live entertainment for 
the camp. 

Deal whereby Warners becomes 50. 
50 partners with Mt. Oliver Amus. 
Co. (Morris Finkel, Alex Moore and 
O. F. Habegger) in operation of new 
$150,000 nabe house, the Shadyside, 
was closed here just a short time be- 
fore spot opened Friday (21), 
Operation and management will be 
under WB direction and manager js 
Jack Blatnick, formerly assistant at 
Whitehall in Brentwood. On same 
day, WB reopened remodeled New 
Oakland, recently acquired from in- 
die exhib T. A. Gilbert, with Al 
Skiegen as manager. He was upped 
to post from assistant’s berth at 
Enright. 


PAR’S ‘WINGS’ GIVEN 
FLYING FIELD PREVIEW 


Randolph Field, Texas, March 25. 
Amid roaring planes overhead, 
Paramount’s ‘I Wanted Wings’ held 


its army press preview showing at 
the Post theatre here Saturday, 
March 22. The Hollywood con- 
tingent included William Holden, 
Wayne Morris and Veronica Lake. 
Prior to the showing there was a 
parade and review of over 300 planes 
flying in formation before the honor 
guests. 

Following a press tour of the post, 
a supper was tendered to the guests 
and then, amid blazing lights in the 
regular Hollywood tradition, over 
1,150 hish army officials and news- 
papermen viewed the initial show- 
ing. At 10:15 p.m. a second capacity 
crowd viewed the second showing, 
which was for the flying cadets sta- 
tioned at the field. Entire preview 
was under the direction of Cliff 
Lewis and Jack Dailey of the Para- 
mount publicity department on the 
Coast, 

Regular showing of the film will 
be held at the Texas theatre in San 
Antonio starting Thursday (27). 


Special Radio Tieup For 
‘Men of Boys Town’ 














Local tieups are being arranged 
by Metro for a nationwide broadcast 
originating at a luncheon on the set 
of ‘Men of Boys Town’ in Holly- 
wood April 2. Participating in the 
NBC show will be Father Flanagan, 


Bishop Ryan of Omaha, Spencer 
Tracy, Mickey Rooney and Judy 
| Garland. 

Exchange centers and theatres in 


the western time zones are arrang- 
ing luncheons for mayors, local wel- 





| fare leaders, church people and crit- 
|ics, at which the broadcast will be 
| picked up. In the east, where the 
| session will be heard from 4:15 to 

4:45 p.m., arrangements are being 
| made for screenings, with the air- 


show picked up in projection rooms. 


Hollywood Will Film 


Nazi Messerschmidt 


Hollywood, March 25. 

Captured German Messerschmidt 
|bomber is being shipped here by 
|Lord Beaverbrook, British Air Min- 
ister, for use in the 20th-Fox picture, 
| ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ 

Studio also expects cuts from of- 
ficial Royal Air Force films to be 
used as background. 





'Soft Drinks in Theatres 


Tabooed by Underwriters 


Chicago, March 25. 
Following the New York ban on 
;cola drink machines and other the- 
atre drink dispensers which use car- 
|bonic gas,*a drive is being readied 
here to place a similar ban on these 

machines in Chicago and Illinois. 
National Underwriters organiza- 
tion, which was largely responsible 
for the ban in New York, is looking 
into the situation here and is pre- 





WESTLAND WITH UA 
n Denver, March 26. 
Ben Westland has been appointed 
man for the _ Inter- 


by Monroe Greenthal. 
He will cover the Denver and Salt 
Lake City areas. 
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(hi All Right; Blackout’-Vaude 
Record $25,000, ‘Honeymoon’ 176 
With Venuti-Armetta, West Fine 





Chicago, March 25. 

Chicago’s loop situation is gener- 
ally satisfactory, with a couple of 
spots showing considerable strength. 
Balaban & Katz Chicago is ha?ing a 
jittle financial worries with the hold- 
over of “Tobacco Road.’ Picture 
came through with a fine money 
take last week, primarily, however, 
on its weekend trade, after which 
it slipped quickly. But B & K and 
distribs have a weekend money 
figure which, if hit by a picture, 
makes a second week mandatory. 
This happened_ with ‘Road,’ and 
while the film holds over, the dive 
is steeper than expected. 

Oriental is coming up with a rec- 
ord-cracking session currently on 
the booking of Michael Todd’s ‘Gay 
New Orleans’ unit from the north- 
side cafe. With Gypsy Rose Lee 
billed, the boys are cracking the 
doors for this one, and house will 
hang up a high coin mark. 

B & K shoved ‘Go West’ into the 
tiny Garrick and is regretting the 
move following rave notices, which 
augur for a brilliant money stay in 
the small-seater. 

‘Gone’ is still here and doing well, 
as is ‘Fantasia,’ which is big on 
weekends. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 83-$1.10- 
$1.65) —‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk). 
Strong on the three weekend nights, 
but flabby during the midweek, 
which adds up to good $9,500, after 
$10,200 last week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
Tobacco Road’ (20th) and _ stage 
show. Holdover of the film looks for 
$32,000, considerable drop from last 
week, when ‘Tobacco,’ with the Law- 
rence Welk band on the stage, 
smacked through to brilliant $40,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75)— 
‘Go West’ (M-G). Marx Bros. picture 
got great reports from the’ dailies, 
and word-of-mouth is good. Splen- 
did $8,000. Last week ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB), in second loop stanza, 
managed $5,100, good. 

Oriental] (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Blackout’ (20th) and ‘New Orleans’ 
unit on stage. Strictly on basis of 
stage item, this one is zooming to a 
mammoth $25,000, biggest for house 
under this price scale. Last week, 
‘Road Show’ (UA), $13,600, fair. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Due to 
Academy Awards for Ginger Rogers 
and James Stewart, ‘Lady’ was 
brought back and coupled with 
‘Smith’ holdover. Take figures for 
Okay $11,000. Last week, ‘Smith,’ 
with ‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), 
$11,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th wk). Riding 
along at remarkable money pace to 
sensational $10,000, after streaking in 
with bang-up $11,500 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 28-44)— 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and vaude. 
Joe Venuti orchestra and Henry Ar- 
metta headlining stage bill. Good 
session in the offing at $17,000. Last 
week, ‘Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G) plus 
George’ Jessel and the Joe Reichman 
orchestra, bright $18,600. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75 )\—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). 
Not much for this one, due primarily 
to lack of marquee names, though 
the talk around town is good. Going 
for $10,000, fair, for ir‘tial session. 


Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) 
finished three-week stay to so-so 
$7,700. 





EVE’ $9,300, OMAHA; 





bd 


Submarine’ (Col), ‘Nobody’s Sweet- 
heart’ (U), and ‘Capt. Caution’ (UA). 
Fair $900. Last week, ‘Arizona’ 
(Col), and ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), 
split with ‘Go West’ (M-G), ‘Gal- 
yon Sons’ (M-G) and ‘Margie’ (U), 
itto. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Melody Ranch’ (Rep), ‘Bowery 
Boy’ (Rep) and ‘Zorro’ (20th), split 
three ways with ‘Six Shooters’ (Col), 
‘Outside Walls’ (Col) and ‘West- 
bound Mail’ (Col), ‘Chad Hanna’ 
(20th), ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). Fair 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Love Neighbor’ 
(Par), ‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par) and 
‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO), triple, 
split with ‘Bullets Rustlers’ (Col), 
‘Romance Redwoods’ (Col) and 
‘Heart Trouble’ (Col), ‘Brigham 
Young’ (20th), ‘Murder New York’ 
(20th), lively $1,200. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950; 600; 300; 25) —- ‘Cheers 
Bishop’ (UA), ‘Four Mothers’ (WB), 
split with ‘Phantom Sub’ (Col), ‘No- 
body’s Sweetheart’ (U) and ‘Capt. 
Caution’ (UA). A little under aver- 
age, $800. Last week, ‘Arizona’ (Col) 
and ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), split with 
‘Go West’ (M-G), ‘Gallant Sons’ 
(M-G) and ‘Murder New York’ 
(20th), fair $900. 


DICTATOR’ 166, 
CLEVE. B.0. 
STRONG 


Cleveland, March 285. 

Call of the spring, as exemplified 
by bullish sales of Easter finery in 
department stores and first long spell 
of sunshine, is luring suburbanites 
down to the amusement area in sur- 
prisingly large numbers despite Lert 
and the annual Canadian-American 
Sportsmen’s Show. 

Majority are flocking to Chaplin’s 
pop-priced ‘Great Dictator,’ which 
toboganned here on road-show run. 
Some kicks heard around town about 
comedy being brought back within 
four months of initial showing, con- 
trary to promises, but not from bar- 
gain-hunters who waited. Antipathy 
of natives to war themes also neatly 
neutralized by reversal in exploita- 
tion, which carefully omitted all war 
angles in ads to play up Chaplin in 
his old derby-and-cane costume. 

Given strong send-off by British 
War Relief benefit opening, ‘Fan- 
tasia’ is also displaying encouraging 
power in entering brisk second stan- 
za at the Hanna. Will Bradley’s 
boogie-woogie crew on bow here, 
and ‘Second Chorus,” giving Palace 
a 100% jive bill that’s pufling jitter- 
bugs, but not enough of the regulars 
to go over an okay mark. ‘Sea Wolf’ 
in comparison is Jumping up Hipp’s 
biz way over customary standards, 
and a cinch for a very profitabie 
moveover to Allen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO). Reissue 
doing fine as result of plugging 
Academy stars. Around $4,000. st 
week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) placed 
behind the eight-ball by criti¢s and 
women’s clubs, and got barely fair 
$2,600. 

Hanna (Car! Hanna) (1,435; 50-75- 
$1.10-$1.65)—Fantasia’ (Disney). All 
worries of management dissipated. by 
terrifically favorable reactions. 
Town’s bluebloods turned out in full 
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Omaha, March 25. 
‘Lady Eve’ at Omaha bringing 
$9,300, a comfortable but not fancy 
figure for this house. It will be 
Omaha’s standout for the week, 
Strongly seconded by the Brandeis 
with $5,500 for ‘Strawberry Blonde.’ 
Orpheum’s ‘Mice Girl?’ won't go 
better than $8,500 at the top. This is 


not very good for the big ace house. | 


Alano Dass, mindreader, on stage. 
Estimates for This Week 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Shayne Detec- 
tive’ (20th). Healthy $9,300. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th), very light $6,500. 
Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40) — ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 


(WB) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). Nifty 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Sierra’ (WB) 
and ‘Tugboat Annie’ (WB), nice 


$5,200. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-30- 
40)—‘Nice Girl?’ (U), ‘Rangers Ride’ 
(Par), plus Alano Dass, mindreader, 
On stage. Light $8,500. Last week, 


‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and second | 55)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Ex- | ‘Sleepers West’ (20th) and Earl Car- | 


week of ‘Buck Privates’ (U), very 
good $10,500. 

__ State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB), split with ‘Phantom 


for local British War Relief commit- 
itee. Attendance building to excel- 
| lent $13,000, after grabbing good $8,- 
| 800 on first five days. 
| Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Just the sort of 
|adventure thriller this stand eats up. 
Shooting for $12,000 plus. Last week, 
‘Nice Girl’ (U), unhappy $8,300. 
Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
|66)—‘Second Chorus (Par) and 
vaude. Film is a weakie originally 
slated for Loew’s Stillman, but sold 
to RKO in a surprise deal. Luckily 
it’s fortified by Will Bradley’s or- 
chestra, Ha! LeRoy and Sybil Bowan, 
a swell vaude combo that should nab 





satisfactory $15,500. Last week 
‘Victory’ (Par) and Earl Carroll's 
Vanities were trimmed down by 


!competish next door to $16,900, which 
| was $5,000 less than expected. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA). Smart $16,000 is in 
pce bag, and gate being carefully 
checked daily with idea of a h.o. if it 
gathers more steam. Last week, 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G), hit one of 
'the best Hardy grosses here, $14,900. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 


ceptionally potent as a moveover, 
lrolling along to a tall $5,500. Last 


| week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
went over predictions to snappy 
$4,700 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 27 

Astor—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(26). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(20th wk). 

Capitol—‘Topper Returns’ 
(UA). 

(Reviewed in Varrery March 12) 

Criterion —‘A Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep). 

(Reviewed in Variety March 12) 

Globe —‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(14th wk). 

Hollywood — ‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 19) 

Palace—‘Flight from Destiny’ 
(WB). 

(Reviewed in Variety Jan. 4) 

Paramount—‘Nice Girl?’ (U) 
(26). 

(Reviewed in Variety Feb. 26) 

Rialto — ‘Chinese Den’ (Film 
Alliance) (25). 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 

Roxy — ‘That Night 
(20th) (4th wk). 

Strand—‘The Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 

Week of April 3 

Astor-—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(21st wk). 

Capitol—‘Bad Man’ (M-G). 

Criterion— ‘Free and _ Easy’ 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Vaaiery March 19) 

Globe—‘Submarine Zone’ (Col) 
(5). 

Hollywood — ‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (4th wk). 

Musie Hall—‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ (Col) (2d wk). 


in Rio’ 


Palace —‘Great Mr. Nobody’ 
(WB). 

Paramount — ‘Nice Girl?’ (U) 
(2d wk). 


Riaito—‘Horror Island’ (U) (2). 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(4th wk). 

Roxy-—‘Pot o’ Gold’ (UA). 

Strand—‘The Sea Wolf’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 








EVE’ $14,000, 
CINCY STEADY 


—_——_— 


Cincinnati, March 25. 


Cinema trade currently is holding 
to last week’s fair level. Top taker 
is ‘Lady Eve’ with a dandy Albee 
figure. Palace has a mildie in ‘Sea 
Wolf’ for place coin. ‘Vivacious 
Lady’ is fair for the Grand. Combo 
curdler, ‘Mad Doctor’ and ‘Monster 
Girl,’ is okay for the Lyric. 

Vaudfilm Shubert is having a big 
week with ‘Sleepers West’ and Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ the stage show 
being the magnet. 

‘Strawberry Blonde’ is showing 
strength in its fourth week at 
Keith’s, a record run for this house 
in late years. Pic moved over after 
initial week in the Palace. 

Lyric and Grand had special mid- 
night shows Saturday (22) for the 
Greek relief fund, ail product and 
staff services donated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Eve’ (Par). Dandy $14,000. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB), good $12,000. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50 )— 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Holding 
for second week of moveover from 
|Palace. Okay $4,000. Last 


| 





| 
| 


| first week at Palace. 
| Family (RKO) (1,000; 
| ‘Boston Blackie’ (Col) and ‘Bury Me 
| Not’ (U), divided with ‘Sign of Wolf’ 
(Mono) and ‘Caught in Act’ (PRC) 
Steady $2,100. Same last week for 
'‘Along Rio Grande’ 





Coming’ (Ind) and ‘Lucky Devils’ 
| (U). 
| Grand (RKO) (1.430; 33-40-50)— 


‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G). Fair $3,500. 
| Ditto last week on ‘Vivacious Lady 
| (RKO) (re-issue). 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Stick- 
ling for fourth week following trans- 
\fer from Palace. Nifty $3,200. Last 
| week, strong $4,000. 


| Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
|‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par). Twin creeps all right} 


for $4,000. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) (2d run), fair $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
i‘Sea Wolf? (WB). Mild $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO), floundered 
at $6,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-44-60)— 





roll’s ‘Vanities.’ Stage show is the 
magnet, and drew excellent notices 
Fine $13,500. Last week, ‘Great No- 
body’ (WB) and Sammy Kaye's 
}orchestra, socko $15,000. 


week, | 
inice $5,500. Pic fetched $12,500 in| 


15-28 )— | 


(RKO) and |} 
\‘Jennie’ (20th), split with ‘Marines | 


‘Sea Wolf’ -Chas. Spivak, B’way’s Best: 
‘Las Vegas -Stage Show Good 406, 
‘John Doe, 2 Houses, Fair 446, 2d 





(Best Exploitation: Strand) 

Nice weather over the weekend 
brought big crowds into the down- 
town area but the total gross of the 
New York first runs is still far from 
impressive, due in some measure to 
holdovers and also partly to weak- 
ness of a few attractions. Rain on 
Monday (24) caused interference, 
especially at night. 

Leaders are the two pit-band 
houses, the Strand and the Para- 
mount. Former has an apparently 
strong boxoffice entry in ‘Sea Wolf’ 
and the Charlie Spivak band. House 
got most of the business that was 
around on Monday (24), doing $5,100 
on the day. On the week the pros- 
pects are sanguine for a muscular 
$45,000 or over. 

The Par, with a big Saturday- 
Sunday take, ground out a surpris- 
ing $40,000 on the week ending last 
week (Tues.) with ‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
and a stage show including Ina Ray 
Hutton, Allan Jones and _ the 
Andrews Sisters. The picture being 
questionable b.o., management Jaid 
much stress on the stage show and 
for added pull had Tommy Dorsey 
appear on the first show Wednesday 
(19) and again Thursday night (20). 


day night (24). That all helped 
plenty. House also threw in a pre- 
view last night (Tues.) of ‘Nice Girl’ 
which starts its regular engagement 
today with Charlie Barnet on the pit 
platform. ; 

‘John Doe,’ which last week was 
almost 50% better at the Rivoli than 
at the Hollywood, picks up its lead 
at the Riv for a second week of 
$30,000 or better as against $14,000 at 
the other house. The Riv business is 
good though this side of startling but 
pace at the Hollywood is so slow that 
picture is slated to go only another 
(3d) week there in order to throw 
all strength toward the Riv. Speech 
ending was cut from ‘Doe’ during 
the past week. 

‘Night in Rio,’ currently in its third 
week, is holding up satisfactorily 
against incoming opposition and will 
be about $27,000. It will go five days 
on a fourth session, bringing Roxy 
back te its customary Thursday 
opening. Picture for April 3 will be 
‘Pot o’ Gold.’ 


with ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ which 
ends its second week tonight (Wed.). 
Gross will be under $60,000. ‘Adam 
Had Four Sons’ takes over tomurrow 
morning (Thurs.). 

‘Rage in Heaven’ is proving a dud 
at the Capitol where it will account 
for only $15,000 or less. Successor 
tomorrow (Thurs.) is ‘Topper Re- 
turns,’ bought outside from United 
Artists. Loew’s other house, the 
second-run State, is doing much bet- 
ter at $20,000, okay, with ‘Back 
Street’ and Benny Fields, plus the 
|Ciro Rimac band and other acts. 

After a run of 14 weeks, final 
stanza starting this Saturday (29), 
the Globe will call it a day with 
‘Night Train.’ This week (13th) the 
English-made will do the same as the 
| prior round, $5,500, or very close to 





it. 
| Exploitation honors this week go| 


|'to Warners and their Strand on ‘Se 
| Wolf.’ In addition to other exploita- 
|tion and a big advertising campaign, 
|}a preview on the water was held 
| Friday (21) en route from Los An- 


| geles to San Francisco. 


| Estimates for This Week 
Astor (1,012: 75 - 85 - $1.10 - $1.65- 


1$2.20)—‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). 
{Opens here tonight (Wed.) on a 


time. ‘Dictator’ (UA) pulled stakes 
Sunday night (23) after highly 
profitable engagement, Final stanza 


(23d) $9,200, good. 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (20th 
week). Past seven days on 19th 
week $17,000, good. Picture makes 
money at around $9,000. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
| —‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G). Tears at 
|only $15,000 or below that. Last 

week, second for ‘Andy Hardy’ 
|(M-G) also bad, $10,000. Going 
| afield for a film, which house seldom 
| does, it has booked ‘Topper Returns’ 
|}(UA) for opening tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662; 28-44-55-65)— 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) goes on the 
marquee today (Wed.), replacing 
|‘Monster and Girl’ (Par) which 
|failed to arouse any attention at 
| $5,500. ‘Roundup’ (Par), behind that, 


jonly $5,000. 

Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) — ‘Night 
Train’ (20th) (13th week). Still some 
;coal in the tender and steaming for 
|$5,500 or close this week (13th) to 
match the 12th round’s $5,500. Con- 
cluding run starts Saturday (29) 
|with ‘Submarine Zone’ (Cel) slated 
ifor April 5, 

Hollywood (1,454; 40-65-99) — 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (3d week). Begins 
!what’is reported to be final lap here 
|today (Wed.) after being unable to 


show signs of improvement as con- ; 


jtrasted with comparatively strong 


Mary Martin guested on a p.a. Mon- | 


Music Hall is down to a slow trot | 


a | 


roadshow run, Par’s first in a long | 


b.o. pull at Rivoli, where day-and- 
dating. Second week through last 
night (Tues.) $14,000, while first 
seven days was $19,500, considerably 
disappointing. 

Palace (1,700; 20-35-55) — ‘Straw- 
berry’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th) (lst run). Pair will get 
about $8,000 on eight days, rather 
mild. ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and ‘Vivacieus Lady’ 
(RKO) (reissue) $9,700, good. 

Paramount (3,664: 35-55-85-99)— 
‘Nice Girl’ (U) and, on stage, Charlie 
Barnet orch, Dinah Shore, others. 
Opens today (Wed.). ‘Las Vegas 
Nights’ (Par) and Ina Ray Hutton, 
Allan Jones and Andrews Sisters, 
$40,000, very gratifying. Third week 
for ‘Lady Eve’ and Tony Pastor 
$35,000, excellent. 

Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) 
and stage show (2d-final week). 
| Short on draught on the holdover at 
| under $60,000. Initial seven days 
| $76,000, which ordinarily does not 
|merit a holdover. 





Rialto (750; 28-44-55) — ‘Chinese 
| Den’ (FA). Went on the screen here 
yesterday (Tues.) after week of 


‘Man-Made Monster’ (U) which got 
$7,000, okay. ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) dull 
| at $4,800 on six days. 

Rivoli (2,092; 40-65-99 )—‘John Doe’ 
(WB) (3d week). Goes into third 
inning today (Wed.) following sec- 
ond week’s take of $30,000, very 
satisfactory even if not on phenom- 
enal side. First week $35,600. Plan 
is to continue picture here indefi- 
nitely. 

Roxy (5,835; 35-55-65-75-85)— 
‘Night in Rio’ (20th) (3d week). Do- 
ing all right at indicated $27,000 and 
remains an additional five days for a 
total of 26. Last week (2d) was 
$36,000, quite strong. 

State (3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) (2d run) and 


Benny Fields, Ciro Rimac_ band, 
others, on vaude show. Tolerably 
good $20,000 sighted. Last week 


‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d run) and Dick 
Rogers orchestra, under $19,000. 

Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85-99)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and Charlie Spivak 
band. Away from the barrier at 
high speed and continuing in top 
gear for $45,000 or bit over. Begins 
|}second week Friday (28). Last week 
i‘Footsteps in Dark’ (WB) and Ben 
Bernie $27,000, not good. 


INDPLS. FAIR; 
DOE’ $8,500 








Indianapolis, March 25. 

Circle upped the prices for its 
showing of ‘John Doe,’ which is a 
mistake as pic isn’t pulling them in 
as strongly as it would without the 
price handicap. The public is be- 
ginning to feel that if it is willing 
to pay regular rates for the turkeys, 
ithe pocketbook ought to be given a 





|break when something good comes 
jalong. Asa result, Circie is pulling 
|in a little more money, but not play- 
fing to as many people as Loew’s, 
which is dualling ‘Come Live with 
Me’ and ‘Trial of Mary Dugan.’ 
;} Indiana went to Wednesday open- 
| ing for ‘Girl, Guy, Gob’ dualled with 
‘Scattergood Baines’ when “Tobacco 
Road’ faded at beginning of its sec- 
ond week. The current bill is very 
|lonesome, but will be kept for a 
full week. Lyric is just fair with 
‘Murder Among Friends’ on screen, 
and ‘Screwballs of 1941’ on the stage 
Another headache for the down- 
|town theatre managers is ‘It Hap- 
|} pens on Ice’ moving into the Coli- 
seum Tuesday (25) for a six-day 
stay. Town is very ice conscious, 
jhaving paid $90,000 to see Sonja 
Henie when she stopped off for a 
| week on her recent tour. 


Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 35-44- 
155)—‘John Doe’ (WB). Good $8,.vJ, 
but could have been better if rezu- 
lar prices had been maintained. Lest 
week ‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Melody 
Three’ (RKO), at regular tariff did 
okay $7,800. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30 
40)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Seat- 
tergood Baines’ (RKO). Sad $4,000. 
Last week “Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), jerked after five 
days of second week with poor 
$3,500. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400: 25-30-40) 
—‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G). Okay $8,000. Last 
week ‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie 
Lady’ (M-G), fair $7,000. 

Lyrie ‘Lyric’ +1,900; 25-30-46)— 
(‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th) and 
|‘Screwballs 1941’ on stage. Fair $8,- 
1000. Last week ‘Great Nobody’ (WB) 
and Ray Kinney’s orchestra on stage 
», weak $7.090. 
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Wolf’ Tops Frisco With $18,000; 


‘Eve’ Swell 156, ‘Bishop’ NG 86 


San i‘rancisco, March 25. 

Opening of ‘Sea Wolf’ at the Fox 
was delayed one day to coincide 
with the press preem of the Jack 
London story on the U. S. Lines’ | 
SS America during its run between 
Ios Angeles and here. Novel un- 
reeling of the Warner Bros. picture 
on the SS America, coupled with 
three network broadcasts from the 


ship and plenty of free space in the | 


dailies on the stars making the trip, 
has helped plenty at the Fox b.o., 

Next best newcomer this week is 
‘Lady Eve,’ which is getting a good 
play at the Paramount. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Great Nobody’ 
(WB). Biz isn’t terrific, but it’s 
way ahead of last week at $18,000. 
Last week ‘Hardboiled 
(Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par) 
egz at $10,000. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—'Fantasia® (RKO) (24 wk). 
Still getting great publicity breaks. 
Biz sweet at $14,000, which is ahead 
of ‘Lost Horizon,’ last road show pic 
to play this house. Last week, also 
$14,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville. Weak $9,000. Guy Kib- 
bee did a p.a. on opening day, but 
biz way off. As an added screen 
feature Gate is offering a March of 
Time short, ‘Australia at War.’ Last 


laid an 


week ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
okay $10,200. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 


$5-40-50)—‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘La 
Zonga’ (U) (2d wk). Somewhat of a 
disappointment, and scheduled to 
take a powcer after two stanzas. 
Second week will do around $7,000, 
considerably below expectations. 
First week hit $11,500. 

Paramount (T-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
50)—Eve’ (Par) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep). Sex angle on ‘Lady Eve’ is 
being stressed with good results, and 
notices have been great. Biz swell 
at $15,000. Last week ‘Footsteps’ 
(WB) and ‘Father’s Son’ (WB), 
sour $10,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475: 35-40- 
50)—Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (moveover). 
Will dip to $4,000 this week_ on 
‘Road,’ which is being forced into a 

hird week because of disappointing 
biz on other attractions on the street 
last week. 
$5,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). ‘Top- 


lover from the Paramount. 


| day-and-date 
1 $9,000 in store. > 
‘steps’ (WB) and ‘Comes Happiness 


Canary’ | 





} 
| 
Antici- | 
pating good $2,800. Last week, 
‘Western Union’ (20th) and ‘Wild | 
Man Borneo’ (M-G) (3d wk), $2,200, 
okay. ; 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(2,600; 40-50-65)—‘John Doe’ (WB), | 
with the Fifth. Big 
Last week, ‘Foot- 


(WB), $5,100, good. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50) 
| —‘Petticoat Politics’ (Rep) and ‘Mr. 
‘Dynamite’ (U), plus vaude. Fair 
1 $4,200. Last week, ‘Make Music 
|(RKO) and ‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) 
| plus stage show, $4,800, fair. 
| Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
| (3.039; 30-40-50) —‘Ends Night’ (UA) 
and ‘Road Show’ (UA). Slow $3,900. | 
Last week, ‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and | 
'*You’re the One’ (Par), $5,100, good. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
50)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Shadows 
| Stairs’ (WB). Moved over from the 
| Orpheum, and aiming toward $2,700, 
} good. Last week, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB) (3d wk), landed nifty 
$3,100. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 


| 30)—'Too Many Girls’ (RKO) and 
\‘Bagdad’ (UA) (2d run). Good 
$2,000. Last week, ‘Comrade X 


(M-G) and ‘Four Mothers’ (WB) (2d 
| run), $1,900, fair. 


Boom Town! 





Baltimore, March 28. 

There's plenty of b.o. action 
here this week with outstanding 
attractions listed for all tastes. 
Legit is offering preems of Her- 
man Shumlin’s production of 
Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch on the 
Rhine,’ and Chicago company of 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ with 
Erich von Stroheim and Laura 
Hope Carews heading the cast. 
Metropolitan Opera is on tap at 
the Lyric for three nights with 
‘Marriage of Figaro,’ ‘I] Trova- 
tore’ and ‘The Bartered Bride,’ 
listing top names in the roster. 
Jimmie Lunceford and Tommy 
Dorsey are filling dance dates 
and a local version of a ‘Beach- 
comber’ nitery is also making its 
bow. 

Plenty of interest reported for 
all. 


DICTATOR’ 326, 








TWO HUB SPOTS: 





Boston, March 25. 
‘The Dictator’ and ‘Sea Wolf’ are 
this week's best sellers, running 
about even for top coin. ‘Back 








FLYNN $17500, 
D.C. PLENTY 
SOLID 


Washington, March 25. 
Murky skies over weekend nipped 
la threatened outburst of spring fever 
| and the parks’ loss was the b.0o.’s 
| gain. Total take won’t be abnormal, 
but it’s spread so as to give every 
| spot a healthy profit. 
| Tops is ‘Footsteps 








in Dark’ at 


| EFatle, WB vauder, with ‘Topper Re- | 


|turns’ at Capitol, Loew’s combo spot, 
|and ‘Nice Girl,’ soloing at Keith's, 
|tied for solid seconds. Critics split 
|on latter, but it’s sailing along just 


Last week (2d), around | the same in usual Durbin style. 


Estimates for This Week 
| Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Topper Returns’ (UA) and vaude. 


per’ comes in this week after a poor} Strengthened by_ good reviews for 


one-week stand by ‘Bishop.’ 


Will do | okay $16,000. 


Last week, ‘Rage 


around $8,000, Last week (2d), ‘Ends | Heaven’ (M-G), slipped to passable 


Night’ (UA), so-so $5,500. 

Warfield (F-WC) 
‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk). 
$15,000, which is good. 


$21,000, big money, but below ex- 


jpectations by around $4,000. 


‘DOE’ OKAY $17,000 IN 


Seattle, March 25. 


(Best Exploitation: Fifth Ave. and 


Orpheum) 


‘John Doe’ has been booked into 
both the Fifth and the Orpheum at | 


idea being largely an 


upped prices, 


(2,680; 40-65)— r d 
Around | ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Last week | Back downtown after good week at 


$15,000. 
Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 


Capitol and will hit big $6,500. Last 
| week, ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk.- 
2d run), excellent $5,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
| ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and vaude. Errol 


lynn leading town with strong $17,- | 


TWO SEATTLE HOUSES *7;,.°5. 


Last week, ‘Honeymoon Three’ 
‘Streets of Paris’ unit 
pocketed hefty $19,000. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
‘Nice ‘Girl’ (U). Deanna Durbin 
holding her own despite mixed 
notices. Headed for swell $16,000 
|Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ 
(RKO) (3d wk.), finished with nice 

$7,500. 


39-55 )— 


advertising stunt with the ‘too big | Met (WB) (1.600: 28-44)—‘Sierra’ 


for one house’ bally at its core. Gag 


was last tried for ‘Boomtown’ and 


But it’s doubt- 
work equally 


succeeded very well. 
ful whether it will 


well for ‘Doe,’ and the upped prices 
may not prove too smart, either. | «,;,4 ’ JA) (24 wk.) 
Film is taking a combo $17,000, good Dictator’ (UA 2d Hh; 


but not socko. 
Hamrick-Evergreen houses, 
ever, cop exploitation honors. Plenty 


of advertising in newspapers, radio, | 
windows has} 


billboards and show 
been ladled out for the ‘Doe’ pic 
Highlight is a contest in the Seattle 


Star for selection of a carbon copy | 


of Gary Cooper. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)—*Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). Moved ove1 
from the Fifth for a third week 
Garnering a good $2,500. Last week, 


‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Ride, | 


Keily’ (20th) (3d wk), $2.100. good. 
Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35 )—‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) 
and ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) (2d run). 
Headed for big $3.400. Last week, 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) and ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G) (2d run), $3,300, big. 
Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 40-50-65)—‘John Doe’ (WB). 
Playing day and date with Orpheum, 
and backed by swell campaign with 
radio, newspapers, billboard, show 


windows and ‘Gary Cooper likeness | 


contest,’ adding up to good $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk), fair 
$4,700. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1.650; 30-40-50)— 


*Adam’ (Col) and ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col). Fair $3.900. Last week, 


‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col), not so hot, but steady 
at $4,300. 
Niusie Box 
(850; 30-40-50) 
and ‘You 


(Hamrick-Evergreen ) 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
the One’ (Par). Moved 


how- | 


(WB) (2d run). 
salid $5,000. 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 
Popular 
| priced run standing up through sec- 
|}ond stanza for okay $9,500. Last 
week, good $15,500. 


} See 


‘EVE’ $21,000, B’KLYN 


‘Live’-“‘West’ 18G — ‘Tobacco’ Okay 
$16,000 


Brooklyn, March 25. 

| Excellent product at majority of 
downtown deluxers this _ stanza. 
Fabian Paramount topping the lot 
with ‘Lady Eve’ and ‘Baker’s Wife.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Sleepers 
| West’ (20th). Okay $16,000. Last 
|} week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
land ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), nice $17,000. 
Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50) — 
|‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) = and 


| ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) (3d wk). First 
j rate 15,000. Last week, swell 
| $17,000. 


Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Come Live’-(M-G) and ‘Go West’ 
(M-G). Satisfactory $18,000. Last 
| week, ‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Kil- 
| dare’s Case’ (M-G), good $18,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Lady Eve’ (Par) and ‘Baker’s 
Wife’ (Foreign). Nifty $21,000. Last 
| week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk.), fair 
$13,000. 

Strand (WB) (2.870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Dangerous Game’ (U) and ‘Where 
|Get Girl’ (U), Okay $5,000. Last 
| week, ‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col).and 
‘Devil Commands’ (Col), fine $6.000 





Back on mainstem | 
after week at Earle, and will garner | 
Last week, ‘Strawberry | 
| Blonde’ (WB) (2d run), nice $5,500. | 
39-55)— | 


Street’ held over for only five days, 
is under expectations. ‘Fantasia’ 
continues at a good pace, now in its 
ninth stanza at the Majestic. 

Zero weather slowed up opening 
day of the current week and defi- 
nitely shaved down last week’s 
tallies. Spring is here now, so the 
next alibi will be hot weather. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; .28-39-44-55) 
—‘Buck Privates’ (U) and vaude, 
four days, and ‘Thing Called Love’ 
(Col) and ‘Nobody’s Children’ (Col) 
(both 2d run), with vaude, three 





| days. Heading for _ satisfactory 

$12,000. Last week, ‘Flying Wild’ 
|(Mono) and ‘L'il Abner’ (RKO), 
| with vaude, four days, and ‘Lone 


| Wolf Date’ (Col) and ‘Behind News’ 


| (Rep) (both 2d run), with stage 
|Show, three days, wound up With | 
$11,500, fair. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Tall, Dark’ 
(20th) (2d run), About $4,500, okay. 
|Last week, ‘Strawberry’ Blonde’ 
|(WB) and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) 
(both 2d run), $4,200. 

Keith Memorial ‘RKO) (2,907; 28- 
| 39-44-55) — “Back Street’ (U) and 
|*‘Make Music’ (RKO), holdover for 








| Last week (nine days), same combo 
j}turned in $22,000, very good. ‘To- 
|bacco Road’ (20th) and 
| Three’ (RKO) opened today as dual 
bill. 


Majestic (Shubert) (1,014; 75- 
$1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
i(9th wk). Around $11,000, good. 
|Last week, $12,200. Expected to 


|carry through April 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB). Taking big night 
coin and slumping on the matinees. 
| Still good for $18.000 as one of the 
’ leaders. Last week, ‘Eve’ 
(Par) and ‘Murder Among Friends’ 
(20th), okay $13,000, but off. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
55)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Aiming at big $18,000 
with standee biz over ‘weekend 
Much more interest in Chaplin at 
these prices. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
(M-G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), pleasing 
$16,800. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
| 44-55)—Eve’ (Par) (continued run 
| from Met) and ‘Tall, Dark’ (20th). 
Flirting with medium $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (both 2d 
run), $6,000. 


—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (both continued 
run from Par and Fenway). Should 
hit $4,500, okay. Last week, ‘Virginia’ 
|(Par) and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
(both 2d run), $3,300. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55)— 
‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). In the groove for $14,000, 
|} strong. Last week, ‘Come Live’ 
| (M-G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), $13,000, 
very good, 


TOBACCO’ 126, DENVER: 
EVE’ 2D $10,000, BIG 


Denver, March 25. 
‘Tobacco Road’ is getting the No. 1 
gross here behind steady trade. Film 
looks to be headed for at least three 
weeks, two of them as carry-overs 
at other houses. 
| ‘Lady Eve’ continues into a strong 








second week, and should hold again. | 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
| ‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Blackout’ (UA), 
after a week at the Denver. Fair 
| $3.500. Last week, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB), good $4,000, after a 
week at the Denver, 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040: 25-35-40) 
-Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Liberty’ (M-G) (2d wk), after a 


‘Westerner’-Vaude 





week t the Orpheum. Alright 
$2,500. Last week, same films, nice 
$3,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Eve’ (Par) (2d wk). Strong 
$10,000 in the second rubber. Last 
week, packed the house repeatedly, 
ending with a huge $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Double 
Date’ (U). Solid $12,000. Last week, 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Blackout’ (UA), 
nice $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and ‘Penalty’ 


(M-G). Nice enough §9,000. Last 
week, ‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and 
‘Scattergood Baines’ (RKO), poor 


$6,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep) and ‘Sign 
Wolf’ (Mono). Good $5,500. Last 
week, ‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and 
‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th), fair 
$4,500. 
| Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB), after a week at 
each the Denver and Aladdin, and 
‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col). Good 
$2,300. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U), 





Aladdin, and ‘Wagon Train’ (RKO), 
ditto, 


Dictator’ Big 96, 
Tobacco’ $8,500 
In Mild L’ville 


Louisville, March 25. 
Fine Spring weather for week-end 
plus Lenten Tull are making an im- 











‘Melody | 


Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-55) | 


| print on b.o, takings, but strong pics 
are helping. ‘Tobacco Road’ coupled 
| with March of Time at Rialto is do- 
jing healthy biz. 

‘Dictator,’ in return at pop prices, 
iis robust at Loew’s State while 
|Strand has ‘Vivacious Lady,’ with 





Academy Award winners. 


|ing well enough all considered. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 


}after week at Loew’s State, doing 
unusually good $3,500. Last week, 
| ‘Come Live’ «M-G) and ‘Road. Show’ 
(UA), okay $1,800. 

| Kentucky (Switow) (1.200: 15-25) 
—Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Honeymoon 
For Three’ (WB), holding up to point 
to satisfactory $1,600. Last week, 
|‘Love Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Li'l Ab- 
ner’ (RKO), alright $1,700. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,200: 15- 
30-40)—‘Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Meet 
| Boston Blackie’ (Col). Bringing in 
customers on return date at popular 


prices. Looks like good $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
Lone. Wolf Date’ (Col) smashed 


through for tremendous $11,000. 
Mary Anderson Libson) (1,000, 


| 40-50-60)—‘John Doe’ (WB). Every-| 


body talking about this one. Second 
stanza will be likewise in the money, 
probably fine $5,000. Last week, 
same pic, on eight days turned in 
splendid $8,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
March of Time. Giving local patrons 
| a long-awaited chance to gander this 
pic although stage show played here 
several times. Well received by 
| critics and pace is brisk, promising 
fine $8.500 on week. Last week, 
|*‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Meet Chump’ 
| (U), on okay side at $7,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.400; 15- 
30-40)—‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) and 
|*‘Melody For Three’ (RKO). James 
Stewart and Ginger Rogers together 
|making for fair b.o. draught on re- 
}turn of old pic. Aiming at satis- 
| factory $3,000. Last week, ‘Monster 
Girl’ (Par) and ‘Mad. Doctor’ (Par) 
pair of shockers, fairish $3,400. 


‘GONE’ 2D 11G, MONTREAL 


| ‘Strawberry’ Good $7,000—‘Tobacco’ | 


Fair $5,500 


Montreal, March 25. 
Second week of ‘Gone’ is again 





with a smash $11,000 in sight after 
a socko $15,000 last week. ‘Straw- 
| berry Blonde’ is the next best bet 
| at Capitol, and should gross good 
| $7,000. 
| “Tobacco Road,’ at Palace, will 
| drop below ‘Strawberry’ by reason 
| of lack of attraction for the French 
felement, which makes difference 
here between fair and good. Next in 
line should .be ‘Road Show’ at the 
Orpheum for a nice $3,200. 
Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Pointing to 
fair $5,500. Last week ‘Western 
Union’ (20th), better than expected 
at $6,500. 

(CT) 
R 








| Capitol 
| ‘Strawberry 


(2.700; 25-45-55 )— 
f WB) and 


after a week at each the Denver and | 


James Stewart and Ginger Rogers, | 
H.o.s. at} 
| Mary Anderson and Brown are do- | 


| | (M-G) and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) | 
|five days. Will garner so-so $10,000. 


taking most of the cash in town, | 


Mild 9146, Mpls; 


Tobacco Good $8,000, H.0.s Fine 





Minneapolis, March 25. 

Business here is supposed to be 
pretty poor and, from a comparative 
standpoint it lives up to its bad 
reputation. However, no less than 
three pictures, ‘Gone With the 
Wind,’ ‘Buck Privates’ and ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde,’ are holding over after 


walloping first weeks, and the town 
| boasts no less than three stage shows 
|currently—Joe Reichman, et al. at 
|the Orpheum; the Lyceum’s legiter, 
|*‘Male Animal,’ and the Alvin’s stock 
burlesque. 

Moreover, the ‘Ice Follies’ just 
finished a fortnight’s engagement to 
approximately $105,000, with thou- 
sands turned away from the Arena 
throughout the two weeks, while, at 
the Auditorium, the Shriners’ indoor 
circus pulled a_ record-breaking 
$43,000 in six days. At the same 
time, the first three weeks of the be- 
lated Hirsch-Katz stock burlesque at 
the Alvin set a new high for con- 
secutive stanzas in recent years, 
#Zrosses reaching a terrific $6,500, 
5,400 and $5,390, respectively, for 
very sizable net profits. 

Sole consequential newcomers are 
the Orpheum combo, with Joe 
Reichman and others plus ‘The 
Westerner,’ and ‘Tobacco Read,’ at 
the State. Latter opened big, but in 
view of conflicting opinions regard- 
ing its entertainment qualities is 
hardly likely to hold up. 

‘Buck Privates,’ the first picture 
ever to be held over by the 28e¢ 
Gopher, is proving a veritable box- 
office sensation. Indications are that 
its second week will be on a par 
with its first. ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
also has been making considerable 
boxoffice noise. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
}‘Old Colorado’ (Par) and ‘Little 
| Men’ (RKO). Dual first-runs in for 
five days and should grab off pretty 
good $1,400. ‘Shadow on _ Stairs’ 
|(WB) and ‘Scattergood Baines’ 
(RKO) also dual first-runs, open 
Thursday (27). Last week, ‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col) and ‘Meet Chump’ 
|(U), dual first runs, split with ‘Lone 
Wolf Chance’ (Col) and ‘La Zonga’ 
(U), dual  first-runs, satisfactory 
$3.200 in 10 days. 
| Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 44- 
'55)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d run) (2d 
|wk). Still whirling along at healthy 
pace. Should be good for another 
fortnight at least. Weather and tough 
opposition have hurt, but pointing 
toward good $11,000. Last week, 
$11,600, big, but considerably under 
expectations. 

Gopher (Par-Singer~ (998; 28)— 
‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk). One of 
the year’s surprise grossers here 
Stretching toward big $4,600. Last 
week, dandy $4,500. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28 
44-55)—‘Westerner’ (UA) and Joe 
Reichman’s band and others on 
stage. Couldn’t ask for anything 
better in the way of entertainment 
but they won't come even at these 
bargain prices. Mild $9,500 looks 
about all. Last week, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB), $7,200, good. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 28-39- 
44)—'Tobacco Road’ (20th). Strong 
opening, but fears about the engage- 
ment’s ultimate outcome because of 
diversity of opinion anent film's 
merits. May reach good-$8,000, how- 
ever. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U), 
started like house afire and then 
burned out almost entirely in latter 

















part of engagement, ending with 
light $5,400. 
| Uptewn (Par) (1,200; 28-39)— 


‘Flight Command’ (M-G). First nabe 
showing. Looks like good $3,000. 
|Last week, ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G), 
first nabe showing, big $4,400. 





World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55) ‘Strawberry Blonde’ 
(WB) (2d wk). Moved here ym 


Orpheum. Good $3,000 indicat 
Last week, ‘Western Union’ 
| (2d wk), $2,000, pretty good. 








‘Shayne Detective’ (WB). Heading 
for very, good $7,000. Last week 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Happiness’ (WB). 
Good $6,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 40-60 )—‘Gone’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Still best in town, 
|}and sighting for smash $11,000 after 
great $15,000 last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘You’re the One’ (Par) and ‘Mad 
| Doctor’ (WB). Not much above $2,- 
1500 in sight, weak. Last week ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U) and ‘Melody 
Ranch’ (Rep), very nice $4.500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Road Show’ (UA) and ‘Mummy’s 
Head’ (U). Good average $3,300 


|ahead. Last weeks’ repeat of ‘Black 
/Out’ (UA) and ‘Margie’ (U) faded 


'to $2,500. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 25-50)—‘Le Revolte’ (3d wk). 
| Pacing for weak $800 after fair $1,- 
000 last week. 
| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 
| 25-34)——‘La Fin du Jour’ and ‘Miss 
| Helyett.’ Fair $3,500 in sight. Last 
| week ‘Sans Lendemain’ and ‘Bichon, 
$3,200. 
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Philly OK; ‘One’-Britton $20,500, 
‘Wolf’ 166, ‘Fantasia’ Prices Cut 





Philadelphia, March 235. 
Biggest news along the film row 
is slashing of prices for ‘Fantasia’ in 


an effort to attract the runsof-the- | 


mine trade as the Disney special 
moves into its sixth week at the Al- 
dine. Tabs for matinees, Monday to 


Friday, were scaled down to start at | 


a half-buck instead of 86 cents. 
Prices for evening shows, and Sat- 
urday and Sunday matinees, begin 
at 75 cents instead of $1.14. Re- 
shuffling of the admission rates ap- 
pears to be stopping the steep week- 
to-week drop, this week's gate being 
almost on a part with last sesh. 

For the first itme tnis season there 
are three legiters going full blast, 
providing competish to the films. 
But biz is remaining on an even 
keel. Marching at the front of the 

arade is the Earle with its com- 
Pination of Milt Britton’s ‘Crazy 
Show’ and ‘You're the One.’ Also in 
the chips is ‘Sea Wolf,’ while ‘Lady 
Eve’ and ; 
Blonde’ and ‘Great Dictator’ are giv- 
ing swell account of themselves. 

Estimates for This Week 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-75-86- 
$1.14-$1.71) — ‘Fantasia’ (6th wk.). 
Cut prices seem to be what doctor 
ordered. Looks like it'll net $8,000 
for round six. Compares favorably 
with $8,100 last try. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
—'Mr. and Mrs. Smith’, (RKO) (3d 
run). Opened tonight (Tuesday). 
Last ‘week, ‘Virginia’ (Par), pretty 
$5,700 for 10 days of its second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Eve’ (Par). Neat but not gaudy $15,- 
100. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) 
failed to hit house par with poor 
$14,200. 

Earle (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—You're the One’ (Par) with Milt 
Britton’s ‘Crazy Show of 1941.’ Fine 
week-end biz makes this team look 
like a nice $20,500. Last week, 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) and Or- 
rin Tucker’s orchestra, bullish $22,- 
000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (2d wk.). 


Still packing a wallop for a nice 
$15,000. Opener was a super $22,400. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Western Union’ (20th) (2d run). 
Disappointing $3,800. Last 
‘Come Live’ (M-G) much better $4,- 
500 for second run, 

Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) 
—Back Street’ (U) (2d run). Ap- 
parently picking up after moveover 
from Fox with okay $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) 
a shade under with $4,600 for sec- 
ond run, 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Sea Wolf’ (WB). Opened Satur- 
day (22) and looks like it will clear 
$16,000. Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secre- 
tary’ (M-G), scant $12,500, first time 
a Hardy hasn’t rated a holdover. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
— Dictator’ (UA) (3d wk.). Plenty 


holdovers of ‘Strawberry | 








Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Bee WOO. . ckcanscss $1,691,700 
(Based on 26 cities; 181 thea- 
tres, chiefiy first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year............$1,788,900 
(Based on 22 cities, 155 theatres) 











SCOTT ORK UPS 





week, | 


| 


| 


of sock, $9,200 for third sesh. Sec- | 


ond week, hefty $11,000. 


‘Dictator’ $15,000 
Leads Balto; ‘Girl’ 


And Vaude $13,000 


Baltimore, March 25. 

Continued extra-heavy weekend 
trade here pushing all downtowners 
into healthy doings. Leading the 
town in rosy fashion is return of 
‘The Great Dictator’ at pop prices to 
Loew’s Century. Chaplin film got 
off to a big start and is pointing to 
a second session. Also strong are 
‘The Sea Wolf’ at the Stanley, and 


} 
| 
} 
| 


‘NEWS’ T0 266 
DETROIT 


Detroit, March 25. 





Lent has gone into reverse this|right to town on ‘Meet John Doe’ | 
knocked 
rinted | , 
The holdovers | matter, including window cards, her- 
alds, calling and reading cards, and 
Six announcements per day 
were spotted on local radio stations 
for five consecutive days, and two} 
comely lassies rode the street cars 
five days with extra- 


season, with the first-runs still con- 
tinuing to pull their best sustained 
business of the year. 


continue plentiful with both the Fox | 


and Michigan, the two biggest houses 
downtown, which usually push their 
product on after one week, now al- 
ternating on getting two weeks from 
their bills. 


Fox will top the local scene this 
week with its stage show, Raymond 
Scott orchestra, and ‘Girl in the 
News.’ Michigan is worried, how- 
ever, for after ‘Dictator’ boomed up 
to $35,000 last week at regular prices, 
it is a cinch to pick up another big 
$19,000 on the second stanza. 

Outside of the Fox, only other 
house introducing fresh stuff is the 
Palms-State giving a whirl to a hor- 
ror duo, ‘The Mad Doctor’ and ‘The 
Monster and the Girl,’ the third hor- 
ror bill downtown recently. Adams 
has taken over “Tobacco Road’ after 
its two weeks at the Fox, and fresh- 
ened the bill with ‘Double Date.’ 

‘Gone With the Wind.” due to make 
its exit last Thursday, showed a burst 
of attendance for its last three days, 
and was held for a sixth week at the 
United Artists. ‘Fantasia’ putters 
along poorly .in a sixth week at the 
Wilson. 

Estimates for This Week 


Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 


—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Double | 
fair | 


Date’ (U). There’s probably 
$6,000 left in this after two good 
weeks at the Fox. Last week, ‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face Behind 
Mask’ (Col), ditto. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5.000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Gir] News’ (20th) and Raymond 
Scott orchestra on stage. Indicating 
a big $26.000. Last week, ‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th) and ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U) 


(2d wk), tucked nice $19,000 behind | 


~ ‘Maisie’-Martha Raye $19,000 Pitt, 


first week’s $32,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
30-40-55)—Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Fa- 
ther’s Son’ (WB) (2d wk). Should 
easily garner choice $19,000, after 
terrific $35,000 on first lap. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 30-40-55)—‘Mad Doctor’ 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par). 
$9,000 coming up. Last week, ‘Flight 


(4,000; 


Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Convoy’ (RKO), | 
did better than expected with $8,500. | 


United Artists (United ®etroit) (2,- 


1000; 40c to 4 p.m., 55c evenings, 40c to 


noon Saturdays)—‘Gone’ (6th wk). 
Unexpected strength on word of 
farewell lifted this to $11,000 last 
week, with not bad $8,500 for last 
stanza in sight. 

Wilson (2,000; weekly mats 75c and 
$1.10; weekend mats and nights, $1.10 
and $1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (6th 
wk). Just hanging on with a duil 


‘A Girl, a Guy and a Gob,’ at the! $6,000 in prospect after listless $7,500 


by Al Selig, in ahead of preem for 
RKO 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44 )—‘Dictator’ (UA). 
town-leading $15,000 and _ possible 
h.o. Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G), 
held nicely to $11,100. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.205; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 


Building to | 


plus vaude headed by Watson Sisters | 


and Milt Herth Trio. Garnering 


| 


healthy biz on strength of extra-| 
heavy ballyhoo staged 

for film. Should reach 
$13,000. 


(Col) plus Ella Fitzgerald orchestra 
held in fair style to $12,200. 
Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 
28-39-44)—"Eve’ (Par) (2d 
Holding healthy pace to 


combo Hipp. Latter sold extra well | Jast week. 


SIERRA’ GREAT $6,800, 
SEATTLE: ‘EVE’ 2D 66 


Portland, Ore., March 25. 


Only new pic is ‘High Sierra’ 


which is doing well at the Broad-| 


way. H.o.s. are all gaod, with ‘Lady 


by Al Selig | Eve’ still going in high at the Para- 
strong | mount, and ‘Hardy’s’ a close second 
Last week, ‘Blondie Latin’| at the UA. 


‘Gone With the Wind’ cracked a 
record for the Broadway last week. 


15-| Manager McCurdy had pic plugged 
wk).| via nine radio spots on the last day 
indicated | of run, with the result that house 


$7,000 after swell $11,400 on opening | was jammed from first to last show. 


round. 
New (Mechanic) (1,581: 
44)—‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G). 


Attract- 


sible $5,500. Last 
‘Tobacco Road’ 


week, 
(20th) 


15-28-35- | 


{ 


ing some daytime response and pos- | 
second of | 
added fair | 


$4.700 to good opening sesh of $8,700. | 


Stanley (WB) (3.280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Big week- 
end start pointing to healthy $12.000. 
Last week, second of ‘Virginia’ (Par) 
held up very nicely to $7,300. after 


ringing the bell on initial week to 
$10.800. 


\ 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2.000: 35-40- 
50)—‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Hit Parade’ 
(Rep). Great $6800. Last week, 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (45-55) held four days 
of a fourth week, and closed 11 days 
to great $11,000. 

Mavfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 
35-40-50)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M- 
G). Moved over for a second week, 
and grabbing good $4,000. Last week 


‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) closed a sixth 
tanza to nice $3,000. 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


(Par) | 
Choice | 


| (1,800; 35-40-50)—‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) and ‘Jennie’ (20th). Second 
week still doing a satisfactory $4,700. 
First week great $8,400. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Eve’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and ‘Phantom Submarine’ (Col) (1st 
wk). Still high $6,000. First week, 
with ‘Flight Destiny’ 
‘em for strong $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 


| 40-50)—'Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and 
|*‘Keeping Company’ (M-G). Fair 
$3,800. First week, ‘Hardy's Secre- 


tary’ (M-G), strong $7,000. 








‘Doe’ Heavy $16,000, 
| Prov; Street’ 96, 
‘Bishop’ Mild 1036 


Providence, March 25. 

(Best Exploitation: Majestic) 
Despite Lenten season and strong 
| competition from other stands, ‘Meet 
John Doe’ is packing them in at Ma- 
jestic for sock biz. 
RKO Albee, another hefty, while 
‘Lady Eve,’ at Strand, stepping right 
| along in second week. ‘Cheers for 
| Miss Bishop,’ at Loew’s State, is at- 
tracting only fair take. 








With product to back up his claims, 


| Al Clarke, manager of Majestic, went 


exploitation. Department 
off more than 21,000 pieces of 


| inserts. 


and busses for 
large books advertising pic. 


Etimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200: 


(RKO). 


holdover. 
Smith’ (RKO) and 
(RKO) (2d wk), swell $6,000. 


Carlton (Fay-Loew) 





mands’ (Col) (2d run). 


$3,000. Last week, 
(20th) and ‘Great Nobody’ (WB) (2d 
run), fair $2,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 25-35)—‘Phan- 
tom Cowboy’ (Rep) and vaude. Biz 
healthy, with good $6,500 
Last week, ‘Shadows 
and vaude, okay $6,800. 
| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 39-55-65)— 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Doing capacity biz 
at upped scale and sure bet for hold. 
over. Paced at swell $16,000. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Comes 
Happiness’ (WB), fair $6,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Free Easy’ 


Stairs’ (WB) 


(M-G). So-so $10,500. Last week, 
‘Dictator’ (WB) (2d run), not too 
strong $12,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2.000; 28-40-50)— 
‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep) (2d wk). Doing nifty $7,000. 


| First stanza garnered swell $11,000. 


Downtown B.O. Up, But 
Potent 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Spring is boosting the b.o., with 
generally satisfactory grosses every- 
where. While downtown biz con- 
tinues to perk up nicely alj along 
the line, however, trade in the nabes 


is falling way off, and general opin- | 


ion is that with more money to 
spend customers are willing to see 
their pix early and shell out the 
extras 

Martha Raye at 
‘Maisie Was a Lady’ 
| proud with a healthy gross 
Dictator’ at Penn is sailing 
shifting Friday (28) to 
where it originally 
weeks at prices. At the 
Fulton, alteration in ‘Fantasia’ 
children’s tickets avail 

lower-priced section 

vnstairs, is giving the Disney 
road-shower some new life 
Eve’ on h.o. at Warner 
moves again, to Ritz this : 
Senator is cryine the blues. ‘To- 
bacco Road,’ which was expected to 
hold up until ‘Nice Girl?’ came in 
right before Easter, is dropping off 
sharply in second week and comes 
out tomorrow (26). 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,750; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). Sharp 
alteration in price policy announced 
| yesterday (24). While top remains 
same, seats for children have beer 
made available at half-price for all 
performances. In addition, a Satur- 
day morning showing tarts this 
week: and during week days a cer- 
tain number of four-bit tickets at 
night and small 75c section down- 
stairs have also been spotted. Re- 
sult was an immediate rush for kids’ 
seats, but too early to tell vet how 


Stanley with 
doing herself 
‘Great 
high and 
Warner, 
swe 


’ | Lane 
played {ot 
einae A 


meron 


ay 
auvaliceu 


‘Lady 
Sa wow and 


time. Only 


much it will mean. Should grab 
$7,000 anyway as against $7,500 last 
week 


(WB) wowed | 


‘Back Street,’ at 


28-39-50 )— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Make Music’ 
iY 39 ps geen | them = fs cape of 
swe ,000, and a candidate for a/: ? ’ -G ‘ a 

Tat eae ie and tite. Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Mur 
‘Little Men’ 


(1,400: 28-39- 
50)—Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Devil Com- 
Switch for 
second downtown week netting fair 
‘Tobacco Road’ 


spotted. | 


pric e \ 


“Girl, Guy Tops New L.A. Entries, 
~ $14,500; ‘So Ends’ Dismal $13,000, 


| 


‘Doe’ 2d Hot 236, ‘Hamilton’ $7,200 





Los Angeles, March 25 
he 


Broadway Grosses 





Mostly holdovers on current 

| stanza, the newcomers not faring so 

| well with the exception of ‘Gir! 
| Estimated Total Gross eee hcsagh 4 


| Guy, Gob,’ at the Pantages and RKO 
| Hillstreet. Loew's State and Grau- 
man's Chinese will have a miserable 
| week with ‘So Ends Our Night.’ sup- 
|plemented by ‘Golden Hoofs,’ and 
the Orpheum is depending mainly on 
the Buddy Rogers draw to {fill its 
seats. 

i Of the holdovers, ‘Meet John Doe’ 
is in for another record-breakin 
|} week at the Warner Downtown cal 
| Hollywood, while the Paramount, 
with ‘Lady Eve,’ will gross within a 
few thousand of what it garnered on 

first stanza. 
Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516: 83- 
$1.10-$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th 
wk). On basis of present pace should 
be good for another two months at 
least. Current stanza heading for 
neat $11,600 after seventh week piled 

Buffalo. March 25. up $11,800, as expected 

Main-stem pic parlors are continu- Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2.034; 
ing to milk the town’s amusement | 30-44-55-75)—‘Ends Night’ (UA) and 
coin, with the boxoffice markers still | ‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). Biz on the 
riding along at a highly satisfactory decline here and best in sight is 
$6,000. Last week ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) 
and ‘Chump Oxford’ (UA), slim 


This Week............$303,200 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
ee Ec bb bncee wae $408,600 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


“HARDY = $15,000 
IN STURDY 
| BUFF. 











| 








clip. 
Fiardy’s Secretary’ tops the list at 


| the Buffalo. Second rubber of ‘Buck | $7,200. 
| Privates’ is almost as strong as the|__Downtown (WB) (1.800; 44-55-65- 
first, with every indication of a third|75)—‘John Doe’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Should hit excellent $11,000 on hold- 
over, after breaking all previous 
house records with $18,600 on first 
stanza. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—‘Hamilton Woman’ (UA), Away 
to excellent start with $7,200 on first 
seven days; should stick for a month 
or so. Last week, ‘Gone’ (M-G) (4th 


chukker coming up. Holdovers and 
re-issues at the other houses are also 
hefty. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 


| der Among Friends’ (20th). Biz con- 
| tinuing potent for probable $15,000. 
| Last week, ‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘You're 
the One’ (Par), moved up in fine! wk), slipped to $2,400, evidence that 
| fashion to over $13,000. Los Angeles run is pretty well taken 
| Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) | care of. 
| —‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk) and ‘Cher- | Hawaii (G&S) (1,100: 30-44-55)— 
okee’ (Par). Repeat session looks | ‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO) 
like neat $7,500. Last week, every-| (2d wk). Showing added strength, 
| thing a showman could desire, nearly | and current stanza will likely hit 








$12.500. $2,000, compared with excellent 
Hipp (Shea) (2,100: 30-45)—‘Eve’ | $2,200 on first seven days. 
(Par) and ‘You're the One’ (Par) (2d| Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 44-55-65- 


run). Showing real vitality. Prob-|75)—John Doe’ (WB) (2d _ wk). 
|} ably around fine $8,000. Last week, | Playing to biggest biz in history of 
'‘Tobacco Road’ (Fox) and ‘Sleepers! house, and second week headed for 
West’ (Fox) (2d run), dove unex-| nifty $12,000. First seven days at 
| pectedly to under $5,000, n.s.g. |increased prices garnered $19,500 
| Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) | plus a $4,200 preem at $2.20,a recor 
|—‘Buck Privates’ (U) (2d wk) and} (Continued on page 25) 
| ‘Double Date’ (U). Showing stamina. | a 
bane: sweet i Last week, | 
‘Buc Privates’ (U) and ‘Frisco! é ’ ‘ ’ 
Docks’ (U), spurted to nifty $11,500. DICTATOR $5 090 DOE 
20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- | ; . 
40)—‘Vivacious 


‘Fargo Kid’ as 1A6y , (REO) and $4,500, PACE LINCOLN 


should spell okay $7,000. Last week, 








‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and! a er es 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk), not- | Lincoln, Neb., March 25, 

| so-bad, $7,000 on holdover. (Best Exploitation: Lincoln) 
: Nei tes i More important money is reach- 
| ing several boxoffices this week than 

at anv time since Lent started. 
hree pics are doing very well. 
Leader is a surprise to the row, 
| ‘Great Dictator.” ‘Meet John Doe’ is 
| clamoring right at its heels, with a 
: much bigger nut and advanced 
‘ree 9 s, and ‘Nice Girl’ is dependent 

Nabes Down — ‘Dictator 


price 
Oo 


n turnaways from either house 


Exploitation was heavy on ‘John 
% i Vi \ 1 ‘Joh 
$17,000 | Doe,’ with street bally, radio tieups, 
: - land a general good all-around an- 
? . | proach, tied with plug as the Mid- 
| Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- west premiere 
50)—‘Dictator’ (UA). shaplin pic- > ~— : 
a tato : A ; Chaplin pic Estimates for This Week 
ture had a pretty sorry experience : a th ae 
at Warner at advanced prices, get-| Colonial (Monroe-Noble Federer) 
ting only two weeks and hardly any | {790;,_10-15)—"Kid’s Ride’ (Mono) 
dough at all. But currently it’s | 2nd rae sakes pr dy (REO), split 
drawing big. Looks like $17,000, and | With “Pop Pays’ (RKO) and ‘Pinto 
moves over to Warner. Last week, | K'¢ <s ol). So-so $800. Last week 
‘Eve’ (Par) clinned by bad weather Carolina Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Meet 
J | ] iaetian?’ 9 nii ur ; *n 
after socko start, and finished at | Christian , (RKO), split with “Mil- 
$16,000. lionaire Playboy’ (RKO) and ‘Riding 
| Cherokee’ (Mono), pretty good $900. 
: ry ( " 95 _ ‘ . * - 
Ritz _ CWB) 800; 25-40) Mad |} LineolIn (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503: 
Doctor’ (Par) and ‘Monster Girl )_9R 95 ¢ ‘ , mo 
; 10-25-35-40-5 John Doe (WB) 
(Par). Will be lucky to get $1,700, | aavanced prices and celebration 
pretty awful. Last week, ‘Straw-!)..-95 7e nit “s ——— 
: : > puuee ’ . mood of patronage leading pic to 
berry Blonde’ (WB), h.o. from War- | ypner bracket. $4500 Last week 
ner and Penn, fine $3,200 Ha radial im nico ~ s 
and Penn, fin 3, 2U0U, | ardy’s Secretary (M-G), nifty 
Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50) | $4,100 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) (2d wk) Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1.- 
Nose-diving badly in h.o. and comes | 236: 10-20-25) Monster G (Par) 
out tomorrow (26) for ‘Trail of Vigi- | and ‘Mad Doctor’ (} B asa 
lantes’ (U) and ‘Escape to Glory’| shock show and petting $1.800. not 
(Col) Big disappointment to man-!bad. Last week ‘Mary Dugan’ (M- 
agement _ which had hoped ‘Road’|G) and ‘Keeping Company’ (M-G), 
would stick until ‘Nice Girl’ (U)| about average $1,600. 
opened April 7. Did a great first 


Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
10-25-40}—‘Nice Girl’ (U) 
700 at present pace, and 
; better. 


(1,884; 
Good $3,- 
may da 
Last week ‘Tobacco Road’ 


stanza, around $10,500, missing rec- 
ord because of awful weather, but 
will have to hustle to get even $4,500 
for current session. 


(20th), expected to be bad, did aver- 
j Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60)— | age $3,600, which made everybody 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G) and Martha ; 24Pppy. 
Raye. Screen can't claim much be-| Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
cause film had been pencilled in for | 10-20-25)—‘Pride Bowery’ (Mono) 
twin bill at Warner until Raye book- } and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col). ‘Blondie’ 
ing was made. Heading for around | side is the strength, and the family 
$19,000, which is excellent. Last | trade is taking it to $2,000, okay. 
week, Raymond Scott band and/Last week ‘King Kong’ (RKO) and 
Footsteps’ (WB), n.s.h. at $16,000. | ‘Train Robbery’ (Rep), four days, 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— | plus ‘Wolf Chance’ (Col) and ‘Okla- 
‘Eve’ (Par). H.o. from Penn, and Pro Kid’ (WB), four days, swell 
going great guns here. Wow of a j ?4-<UU- 
weekend should insure $7,500 at Varsiety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 
least, and that’s enough to send film | 10-25-40)—‘Dictator’ (UA) Should 


to Ritz for a third week. Last week, ' get $5,000, big. Last week ‘Road 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Henry’ |} Show’ (U-A), yanked after four days 
i (Par), not bad a $4,600. iwith slow $1,500. 
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TER WEEK ATTRACTION! 


FRANK ROSS a/ 
NORMAN KRASNA 


Vik 
ND 


ROBERT CHARLES 


CUMMINGS - COBURN 


EDMUND GWENN - SPRING BYINGTON 
§. Z. SAKALL + WILLIAM DEMAREST 


Produced by FRANK ROSS ©» Written by NORMAN KRASNA 


Directed by SAM WwooD 


(Director of “Kitty Foyle’ and “Ggodbye, Mr. 







{ Joyous, sparkling, clever... with Jean 
kK O practically an angel — when she’s not 


7 RADIO raising the devil —in this madcap 





"PICTURES 
= romance loaded with laughs. 
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British Exhibs Push End of Quota, 
Claiming Insufficient Pix to Meet Law 


London, March 1. 

Uproar which met proposal for a 
Films Commission to govern British 
film production has settled down to 
largely a matter of debate between 
interested parties in the trade. Cine- 
matograph Films Council is reported 
to have met and freely discussed 
question of dispensing altogether 
with the Quota Act. 

Exhibs are pushing this side of the 
argument, seeking lifting of 17!2% | 
screening obligation in view of claim 
there aren’t enough British films 
being made to enable them to meet 
it. Films Council attitude in this 
would have some sway with Govern- 
ment as latter professes to be guided 
by its recommendations in picture 
matters. 

Production end has issued a re- 
buiial of Michael Balcon’s statement 
for independent producers that Films 
Commission would be a good thing. 
Maurice Ostrer, Gainsboro, and 
George Parrish, - British National, 
jointly turned in a letter to the press 
stating that pic production be left 
alone. 

Comment is also going around as 
to whether government really wants 
British production to continue in| 
wartime, preferring use of its man- 
pewer and equipment in the indus- 
trialized sphere. 














Actor’s Suicide Recalls 
Prophesy of Death 





Mexico City, March 235. 

Show folks are speculating abouta 
|second tragic fulfillment of the 
prophesy a gypsy fortune-teller made 
some years ago to the mother of two 
| of Mexico's most prominent comedy 
| performers. The suicide recently of 

| Eusebio Torres Perrin, 55, who, as 
. er pager Magy — 200 Nor ‘Don Catarino,’ was a highly popular 
Sand oe | comic, recalled the psychic’s predic- 








Negative Switch 





Mexico City, March 25. 
A switch on the 20th-Fox pro- 
duction, ‘Blood and Sand,’ is in 











lent deaths. 
' Some years ago, the comedian’s 
| sister, Maruja Perrin, a stage comedi- 
BRIT. LEGIT OK with a Mexican troupe, 
After a matinee in Tampico, where 
hotel room. They had quarreled. Be- 
fore his wife and their two young 


‘tion to latter’s mother that all her 
children would suicide or meet vio- 
| enne, committed suicide in San An- 
tonio, Texas, while playing there 
he and his. wife, professionally 
known as Martha Fernandez, were 
playing with a road company, Torres 
Perrin went with his spouse to their 
sons the comedian shot himself 
through the heart. 





London, March 1. 

That fur is flying and more will fly 
is already evident in rumpus scared 
up around new Sunday opening ar- 
rangement for stage shows. Film 
trade loudly disclaims charity tax 
setup on which theatre owners have 
been exempt, with London exhibs 
tabling a veiled threat of passing up 
Sabbath screenings unless granted 
the same conditions. 4 

Lord’s Day Observance Society, 








in New York’ 





Influence of Time 
Vichy, March 1, 

Sign of the times: 

Four civilians in Toulon were 
sentenced to a year’s imprison- 
ment for singing one of France’s 
most popular tunes of five years 
ago, the communistic ‘Interna- 
tionale.’ 








IGNORE TALK OF 
MAGYAR PICBAN 








MEX PIC TRADE 


WITH SPAIN 
ON RISE 


Mexico City, March 25. 

Biz with Spain by Mexican pix 
producers has picked up despite the 
war and other adverse conditions. 
For example, Jesus Grovas, who be- 
fore he*turned producer, was a Par- 
amount exec here, has recently sold 
/two of his pix to Spanish interests, 
‘Ahi Esta el Detalle’ (‘Here's the 
Point’), featurtng Cantinflas, the 
tramp comic, and ‘Al Son de la 
Marimba’ (‘To the Tune of the Ma- 





Spain Spent $50,000,000 at B. 0. 
In 1940; ‘Women’ a Legit Click 


Madrid, March 1], 
Almost $50,000,000 in boxoffice re- 
ceipts were collected in Spain during 


1940, exclusive of bullfights and 
sports, This totals about 620,000,000 
pesetas. Of this total 480,000,000 


($38,400,008) was netted by cinemas, 
120,000,000 ($9,600,000) by legit and 
the remainder by variety shows. 
The biggest legit successes of the 
'yéar were ‘Lo Increible’ and ‘Aves 
'and Pajaros’ in Madrid, the former 
being best with 150 performances. 
Clare Boothe’s ‘Women,’ adapted and 
translated by Samuel Ros, ran at the 


4 





Alcazar for 110 performances, 
‘Women’ netted 48,000 pesetas 
($3,840) in author’s rights, which 


were reportedly turned over to the 
United States Embassy. 

Vaude had a bad year because 
the former tip-top organization was 
broken down by the Civil War and 
never reorganized, Many places 
were shuttered by the government 
when they tried to cater to the more 
vulgar tastes of the mob. Some have 
been reopened and _ specialize in 
Spanish folklore music and dancing. 
Legit registered some progress, with 
several theatres unshuttering after 
being in the dark sirice the outbreak 
of the Civil War. 

The Cifra report adds that the 
cinema has had a difficult time try- 
ing to make a comeback, but seems 


Se 


NAZIS SNAG CHOICE FOR mesns tnsoush countering the meas- 


Reports received 


FRENCH THEATRE CHIEF 





ure just because of its okay by Home 
Office. Its spokesman points out the 
new Sunday arrangement has yet to 


last week from Budapest that Ameri- 
‘can films would be restricted in 
| Hungary in retaliation for U. S. 
freezing of Hungarian credits did not 
cause much anxiety in U. S. film 





‘rimba’). 

These films, though, were appar- 
ently sold at bargain rates. The price 
for ‘Marimba’ was only $25,000 
(Mex) ($5,000 U. S.). Nevertheless, 


| and artistic fields. 


quite pleased with the progress al- 
ready made, both in the technical 
Foreign produc- 
tion, especially American, completely 
dominated the film field in Spain in 





| pass the House and it’s fixing to stage 
'a grandstand battle when debate 
pic circles are gratified by this biz, | 1940. Cifra says that American 


Paris, Mare® }. | time comes around. LDOS can mus- | firms’ foreign department offices. 
the first of 1941 with Spain. domination was considerably reduced 


— pid groggy patie 2 ie | ter plenty support in Parliament. Aside from the fact that the market f i : 
amb neg : d ad : Exhibs are understood canvassing|in Hungary has been extremely Grovas is confronted with a law- | to the advantage of Germany, which 
ante carried te en to the pai Py en members to present their side of the | limited for some time, American dis- | suit in Havana over ‘Detalle.’ Conti- | made the largest gains of any coun- 
and as a result the Come ie — | question, utilizing the debate to point | tributors report that it has been ex- | nental Films charges that he switched 'try. Ideological and financial rea- 
Cane, the French-subsidized theatre, up ‘unfairness’ to cinema trade in ex- tremely difficult to ship any films| the Cuban rights to this pic to Trop- | come explain the cause of the climb. 
oo NHRC 0 GoPeUnee. | pecting them to carry charity tax | into that country for many weeks | ical Films after first signing with | Ttalian picts were said to be popu- 

When the Vichy government ap-| because of unsettled conditions in the | Continental. lar. -No mention is made of French 


ointed Jacques Copeau to succeed . 
Pp : P | films, but from the reception ac- 








burden alone. | 
Legit theatre owners in Scotland | Balkans. 








the ailing Edouard Bourdet as direc-| a6 ajco readying a squawk. Their 


tor the Germans nixed the whole biz. 
His appointment also caused the 
resignation of Louis Jouvet, Charles 
Dullin and Leon Baty, three stage 
directors, 
Charles Mere, president of the So- 
ciety of Authors, or Jean Sarment. 
Abel Bernard and Albert Trebor are 
also acceptable to the Germans. 
Henri Capgras was in favor until re- 
cently, but he suddenly departed for 
Marseilles. It appears he fell out 
with the Germans with whom he was 
a collaborator. He received a frigid 
reception in the Mediterranean port 
town. 

The Comedie is now being run by 
Lanblin, formerly connected with 
the Beaux Arts, and Andre Brunot. 
Bourdet has been 
to date has not taken up his old post. 
Copeau, it is reported, has acted very 
coldly towards the Germans. 

Also without a director is the 
Odeon, the other subventioned thea- 
tre. Dullin, Jean Herve and 
bert are mentioned for the post. 


Probe Ballet Russe 
Shortage in Mex City 


Mexico City, March 25. 
Investigation of a shortage of $12.- 
©00 (Mex) ($2,400 U. S.) in the re- 
ceipt of Daniels Co., local bookers 
who handled the recent presentation 
of the Original Ballet Russe at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National The- 


aire), has been asked of the district | 


attorney by Xavier Icaza; adminis- 
trator of the Palace. 


The administrator announced that | 


unless the missing money is re- 
turned the federal government will 
make good the to the Daniels 
Co. from funds of the Palace’s em- 
ployees’ association. Palace em- 
ployees are said to be 
for the shortage. 


loss 





Pan-Americanism 





Mexico City, March 25. 
For the first time in 20 years, the 
Mexican National Dramatists Union 
has received a letter from Argen- 


tores, the Argentine Dramatists As- | 


sociation. The missive declared that 
‘never before have the relations be- 
tween ourselves been so _ cordial.’ 


With the letter came a check for $81 | out. 


qU. S.). 
This was the first payment since 


19104the Argentine dramatists had | 
made to their Mexican colleagues as | 
of | 


@ royalty on the presentation 
Mexican theatrical works in the Ar- | 
gentine. 


a —' Cs ae 
ache EZ x aie ons ateee 


The Germans much prefer | 


called back, but | 


Adel- | 


responsible | 


j}month for a vacation, 


Estimated in New York that busi- 
| side of the border was not included | ness in Hungary done by U. S. dis- 
| as receiving the Sunday permit. | tribs represents less than 1% of all 
What government is giving to show |their foreign revenue. Because the 
| business by way of recent Sunday | Axis presently controls Hungary, 
| opening arrangement may likely find | foreign department executives do not 
‘its way back via increased enter- expect a free market to exist long in 
| tainment tax, a move, rumor has it, | that nation. The few pictures which 
| that’s readied for tabling along with | have gone into Budapest recently 
“hew budget proposals for this month. | have been shipped in via Greece, 
with transportation facilities a dubi- 
ous quantity. 

Hungary had been rated as the 


‘Gone Success Inspires best of the remarkably limited mar- 
Super R0G Mex Picture! kets’ for American films in the 


Balkans, 














Mexico City, March 25. 


Success of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
in Mexico, currently on view simul- 
taneously at two frontline cinemas 
here, has inspired Mexican producers 
to undertake ‘mammoth productions.’ 
First of these is nearing completion. 
It is ‘Papa se Enreda Orta Vez’ 
(Papa Gets Fooled Again’), pro- 
duced by Miguel Zacarias. 


Spain's Show Biz 
Among First to Aid 
Santander Fire Fund 


Madrid, March 1. 
Spain’s entertainment industry was 
Dy ee en a OG . | among the first to aid victims of the 
war ates plied ei eS |recent Santander fire, which de- 
| ‘Wind’ is having an intermission. | sereges pose tagees oF ne GSP ONE SEF 
| Pic will run 180,000 feet and nai poops oer ogre uean 
$400,000 (Mex) (about $80,000 U. S.) | damages are estimated to hover 
a new high for 6 Blewieen fim. Re. around the 1,000,000,000 pesetas mark 
($80,000,000). 


leas is sch just a ° , 
E: ws = seneculed Sor just after | Almost every theatre in Spain has 
aster, 
turned over the proceeds of at least 
one performance to the Santander 


| Crick Back to 20th-Fox? frond made a 15,000-peseta 


($1,200) contribution and decreed 
| Sviney. March 8. | ected = ail rights Shem aramann, 
There’s plenty of inside talk pres- ee ee ll sa amas 
ently that Stanley Crick, lord mayor a ieee pried Tr wees 
of Sydney, may be asked to rejoin} jj Spain’s 
the 20th-Fox unit in the near fu- 
ture. 

Crick was formerly head of 20th, best bullfighters, was among several 
| being replaced by Clay Hake. matadors offering services. ” 
| | All of Spain’s newspapers are like- 

















has 


football 


tims. Marcial Lalanda, one of Spain’s 





Spain Hypos Films , 
, ay. become a contest to see which can 
Madrid, March 1, : 


| collect the biggest sum. 
| Government to give prizes to stim-| Madrid’s Spanish Press Association 


| ulate cinema production through new organized a charity affair on Feb. 25 | 
at the Calderon, to which Spain’s | 
singing talent | 
Seats cost | 


organization called Circe (Circulo | 
| Cinematografico Espanol) under the | theatrical, film and 
Department of Press and Propa; | contributed their services. 
— 1,000 pesetas ($80) each. Among art- 
_ Prizes will be given for best na-/ ists who performed were Celia 
| onal film, best director, best ac- | Gamez and company, Fernando Fer- 
tor, best actress, best scenario and | nandez de Cordoba 
for house with most consistent turn- | troupe, Conchita Piquer 


company, Luna Alonso and Morno 
Torroba. Others, such as Miguel 
John Ojerholm, who runs the | Ligero, Fernando Delgado and Tor- 
Olympic Laboratories in London for | desillas, sold programs, etc. Many 

nigiiphe 7 : : painters, sculpturers and_ shops 
Paramount, is due in New York next | offered objects for auction, all net- 


ting a handsome sum 


and her 





pe ee | 2 ae i Se Sa aees ot ah Y 


The Society of Authors in|} 


matches on | 
Feb. 23 played for Santander’s vic- | 


| Wise raising subscriptions and it’s | 


the Calderon | 


‘‘Baker’s Wife’ U.S. Distrib 
Seeks 1006 From Hakims 


The Baker’s Wife, Inc., filed suit 
| Thursday (20) in N. Y. supreme court 
against Raphael Hakim, Robert 
Hakim and Raymond Hakim, seeking 
$100,000 damages for alleged inter- 
ference with plaintiff's contract to 





| distribut® the French film, ‘The 
| Baker’s Wife.’ 
The defendants on Feb. 18 had 


brought an action in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court against The Baketf’s Wife, 
Inc., seeking to rescind a distribution 
contract and charging that the latter 
had violated contract by ordering 
prints and withdrawing the film from 
the World theatre, N. Y., both with- 
out permission. The film, which ran 
at the latter for over a year, was re- 
placed several weeks ago by ‘Pepe 
} Le Moko,’ starring Jean Gabin. 

| The defendants own the American 
| distribution rights to the French film 
| and licensed The Baker’s Wife, Inc., 
| to distribute it. The latter company 
}Claims that it still has the right to 
distribute. The defendants are ac- 
cused of publicizing the allegation 
| that the contract has ended and that 





| The Baker’s Wife, Inc., no longer has 


any rights to the film. 
Application has been made to dis- 
miss the federal court action. 


Co-op Theatre, B. A., 


| Sets First Picture 


Buenos Aires, March 25. 
Announcement by the Teatro del 

Pueblo (People’s Theatre) that it has 

already started work gn its first 


| film has aroused exceptional inter- | 


est in the industry here, talk being 
that if the venture clicks the group 
may become a powerful rival to es- 
tablished producers. 

Organization, only one of its kind 
in South America, is somewhat of a 
combination of New York’s Theatre 
Guild and Group Theatre. Futs on 
more new plays than any other 
group in B. A., 70% of the plays be- 
ing hy Argentine playwrights and 
modern authors, and the rest classi- 
cal. Despite admish, which comes 
to about 10c U. S., and lack of any 
official aid, venture has become self- 
supporting. 

Film, on which location shots are 
now being made in province of Cata- 
marca, is ‘Los Afincaos,’ based on 
stage play by B. Gonzalez Arrili and 
Enzo Aloisi, which won the Com- 
mission Nacional de Cultura prize. 


| corded them by the public, indica- 
| tions were that they ranked next to 
| American product in popularity. 





| 


ARGENTINE PIX IN MOVE 
TO CRASH MEX MARKET 


Buenos Aires, March 25. 

Attempt to crash the local market 
| with Mexican pix is now being made 
by Modesto Pasco and newly formed 
organization called Cia Pan Ameri- 
cano. 

Explaining the setup, Pasco says 
| Argentine films, especially those by 
'Argentina Sono Film and Lumiton, 
the two producers most interested in 
foreign markets, have received ex- 
cellent receptions in Mexico and 
| there’s no reason it shouldn’t work 
out the other way. 

Pasco claims to have lined up 
|Grovas y Cia, Fernando Difuentes, 
Jorge M. Dada, V. Saiso Piquer, all 
top Mexican producers, for a joint 
distribution scheme. Other makers 
| will be added as the market de- 
velops. 

Extent of bookings being closely 
watched, especially by U.S. film com- 
pany reps. 





Venezuela Backs Film, 
| | Mex-Made; on Bolivar 


Mexico City, March 25. 

Armed with data and facilities by 
the Venezulean government, Miguel 
Contreras Torres, who has. seen 
Hollywood service and has several 
pic successes to his credit, is ready- 
ing ‘The Life of Simo: Bolivar,’ the 
|George Washington of South Amer- 
jica. Torres is to undertake the mak- 
|ing of this Venezulean pic in Mex- 
|ico, but he may go south for some 
| finishing touches. 

Torres expects to have the work 
| finished by the end of the summer. 


Sportsmanship 





Sydney, March 5. 

Senator Foll, in charge of Informa- 
tion Dept., stated that newsreels 
must not take wisecracks at the 
enemy in clips played around this 
| zone. 

Foll ordered cuts to be made in 
the local Movietone reel covering 
the Bardia battle. in which refer- 
ences were made to the Italians as 
‘mandolin players,’ ‘spaghetti eaters,’ 
* eve, 
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FROM A FULL HEART 


M-G-M takes this opportunity 

To thank all who took part 

In the making of “MEN OF BOYS TOWN,” 
Towering over the earlier record-setting triumph. 
It is rich beyond rosiest dreams in 

Those assets of thrill and humanity and Star Power 
That foreshadow box-office immortality! - 

To the screen’s Greatest of All Time 


Add “MEN OF BOYS TOWN.” 


SPENCER TRACY «+ MICKEY ROONEY 
“MEN OF BOYS TOWN” 


with Bobs Watson - Larry Nunn + Darryl Hickman - Henry O'Neill - Mary Nash - Lee J. Cobb + Original Screen Play by James 
Kevin McGuinness + Directed by Norman Taurog - Produced by John W. Considine, Jr.» A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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THE SEA WOLF 








Hollywood, March 22 
Warne Bros, release of Henry tlanke 
‘ = rs decd G R n 
Pie Lupit John ! Directed 
M f ( Rober 
tosser f ) Jack Londor 
eumera s I Ui I George Au 
ei s I Haskin and H, |! 
hoe any , Sherry Shour 
« ‘ Jo 4 ham, Previewed 
studi h 2] i Running time, 98 
MINS 
*“W Fdward G 
Ruth I! Ilda 
Gee e | ....John 
Hours \ We n...Alexander Kk x 
I bre Stina weeeee. Gene Lockhart 
[ ar) ’ 7 tZee! a 
J or y Rie : 
Youns ; i Bruce 
PME c.. conarnccn ends i eDonald 
hia Silva 
Smoke Kteen 
Jack London’s famous _hellship 


gails for another voyage over the 
cinematic seas in this latest version 
of ‘The Sea Wolf.’ Hobart Bosworth 
first turned it out as a feature back 
1914. at which time it was greeted 
as a lusty adventure tale of the sea. 
Milton Sills repeated with first 
‘Wolf’ talker 10 years ago; now Ed- 
ward G. Robinson steps into the role 
of the callous and inhuman skipper 
Wolf Larsen, so graphically pictured 
in London’s writings. ‘The Sea Wolf’ 
is ctrone adventure drama that will 


the 


sail a profitable course through the 
theatre boxoffices, with the fair 
weather aided considerably by the 


marauee voltage of Robinson, John 
Gerfield and Ida Lunino. 

Story utilizes minimum footage to 
shin the various characters aboard the 
sailing schooner. Gerfield signs on 
to escane the lew. Ida Lupino (also 
a fugitive) and the mild-mannered 
novelist, Alexander Knox, are res- 
cued from a sinking ferryboat in San 
Francisco bay. Robinson is the domi- 
nating and cruel captain who takes 
fiencish delight in breaking the spir- 
its of his crew and unwilling passen- 
gers by personally-inflicted or di- 
rected beatings. 

Gerfield is continually rebellious 
and is drawn to the girl through un- 
derstanding of her escape from the 
law. Knox, with his notes on the 
vovage and vivid description of the 
enigmatic Robinson, holds a strange 
fascination for the latter and is ac- 
cepted as a friend. Gene Lockhart 
persuasively portrays the ship’s doc- 
tor, who took to the sea and drink 
after he lost his nerve ashore. Barry 
Fitzgerald clicks solidly as a snivel- 
ling stoolpigeon. 

After setting the harrowing experi- 
ences aboard the westward ship, story 
details the periodic attacks of blind- 
ness hitting Robinson: the unsuccess- 
ful mutiny of the crew headed by 
Garfield: the escape of the latter, 
Knox, Miss Lupino and the mate in 
an open boat; the attack on the 
pirate ship: and later return of the 
quartet to the ship to find it a dere- 
lict Knox finds Robinson aboard, 
and dies with the latter on the sink- 
ing ship to allow Garfield and Miss 
Lupino to sail to happiness. 

Robinson provides plenty of vigor 
and two-fisted energy the actor- 
proof role of Larsen, and at times is 
over-directed. Garfield is the incor- 
rigible youth whose spirit cannot be 
broken, and is grooved to his famil- 
jar tough characteriation of previ- 
ous pictures. Miss Lupino gives a 

good account of herself in the rough- 


Ss 


to 


and-tumble goings on, but the ro- 
mantic angle is under-stressed in this 
version. Knox catches attention as 


the novelist, and should stick around 
‘Hollywood for further assignments. 
Michael Curtiz directs in a straight 

ine. accentuating the horrors that go 
on during the voyage of the ‘Ghost.’ 
Salty atmosphere 

through fine 
sequences, 


is nicely generated 
for th 


ne marine 


Walt. 


I WANTED WINGS 
(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, March 25. 


setting 








Parar unt releas of Arthur Hornb! 
J: productior Stars Ray Milland 
liam Holde \\ ! Morris, Brian D 
levy; fe ures ( stance Moor Veroni 
Lake. Harry Davenport Directe 
Mitchel eiser Ser play Ricl M 
baum, } Lay, Jr. | 
based « nor ( 
Fra) Vea Y k 
W x by eu I Lay 
« Arthur J 
Tove editor, Hugh Bennett 
at Paramount studjo March “4, .'4 ] 
ni? ne, 131 MINS, 
Jeff Se I 4 
| A ee \ It 
r a 1 
Cay H By 
C: ‘ r iY \" 
& ° Pweeehs oes 05508058 00% Ve n i 
Mrs. Young Hedda Hop 
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‘I Wanted Wings’ is an air epic 
aimed to ride the tide of current 
public interest in preparedness, es- 
— the training of cadets in the 

ge air-expansion program now 
underway. Previewed footage of 131 
minutes is for two-a-day roadshow 
bookings to be launched by Para- 
mount in key cities, where _ inter- 
missions will be utilized. Studio 
spokesman states prints for regular 
theatre bookings will be trimmed 
considerably. Timeliness of 
theme, plus exploitation gene: 


alr 


+ 1 
ated 


| vi 


FILM REVIEWS 


a roadshow dates, and cooperation | 
of the Army Air Corps in these | 
bookings with publicity assistance, | 
assures picture profitable grosses in 
regular runs. Roadshow bookings 
will need plenty of hypo to carry 
along for more than nominal runs. 


Picture is way overlength, and 
handicapped in attempting to detail 
the entire training of flying en- 


rollees from induction at Randolph 
Field to commissions at March Field 
as pilots of flying fortress bombers, 
together with a dramatic story that 
also must contain sufficient measure 


of romance. Continual switch from 
one to other of the principal ob- 
jectives does not make for too 


smooth flow of events and generates 
several overlengthy and draggy epl- 


} 
soaes. 


Main interest, regardless of in- 
jection of a routine story, is the de- 


iil to which script delves into the 
inute instruction and training of 
‘my flyers, and as such it’s topical 
d decidedly interesting. But too 





much footage is consumed otherwise | 
to carry through without the lagging | 
episodes. | 


Story focuses attention on three | 
enrollees — socialite Ray Milland, 
garage mechanic William Holden, | 
and football star Wayne Morris. 
After preliminary training at Ran- | 
dolph, trio pass for transfer to ad- | 
vanced instruction at Kelly Field. | 
Morris is killed in crash after a 
spectacular hedge-hopping flight; | 
Holden is eliminated from service, 


and Milland goes through to a com- 
mission and March Field to pilot 
huge bombers. There’s a dramatic 
tale interwoven detailing the close 
palship of Milland and Holden; two 
girls, Constance Moore and Veronica 
Lake, for romance, and a crash land- 
ing of a huge bomber in desert coun- | 
try. 

Flashback technique is employed, 
the opening simulating a massed | 
bomber attack on blacked-out Los | 
Angeles, and then swinging back | 
two years to start at beginning. 

Cast is neatly set up, with Milland, | 
Holden, Morris amd Brian Donlevy | 
competently handling the flying as- | 
signments. Miss Moore is okay and 
personable as the main romantic | 
lead, while Miss Lake proves a/| 
standout as a stunning blonde gold- | 
digger. Latter sings ‘Born to*® Love’ | 
in the night club sequence, an 
entertainer, putting it over nicely. 

Main interest is in flying 
quences, of which there are many. 
From basic dual control instruction, 
through solo flights and formations, 
to manipulation of flying fortresses, 
audience obtains a detailed insight 
of army flying instructional courses. 
Aerial photography is excellent 
throughout. 

Director 


as 


Se- 


! 


Mitchell Leisen had a 


tough assignment to carry through | 
the dual story requirements. Picture | 


was made with fullest cooperation of 
Army Air Corps, with hundreds of 


various type planes, and millions in | 


fields and equipment placed at the 
producer’s disposal. Walt. 


— 


That Hamilton Woman! 


Hollywood, March 20. 





Ur 1 Artists release of Alexander Korda 
productior Stars Vivien Leigh, Laurence 
Olivier Directed by Alexander Kor 

zinal screenplay by Walter Reisch and 
I Cc. Sheriff; camera, Rudolph Mate; edi- 
rr, William Hornbeck; special effects, 
Lawrence Butler, Edward Linden; asst 
ector, Wa * Mayo; production manage: 
! md A, Klune; production designed 
\ Korda Previewed at Four 8S 
», *41 Running time, 124 MINS. 
Lady Hamilt .- Vivien Leigh 
Nelson Laurence Ol 
\\ am Hamilton....... \ Mo I 
VM ( logan i Allgood 
rad = eae eer G gs Caop 
( Hard He W ileox 
\ SPIT Es bo ncndios Heat} Ang 
i 1 Nels falt Hobb 
a A ar ren ee rilbe Emery 
I Disabtn ce otka sewees M s M 
ceccsccscesoce Ronald 8 lair 
Fe DE wish eae a den -..- Luis Alberni! 
) n ¢ Naples....ccosssceee norma Drury 
a a ceevebeenee --.--Olaf Hytten 
‘wows Juliette Compton 
oceewe Guy Kingsford 





Alexander Korda dips into the files 
of British history for this biographi- 
cal drama of Lady Hamilton and her 



















amorous affair with naval hero Lord 
Nelson. Although keyed to highlight 
the romance between Nelson and the 
: voman who } had many 
men in nel life, the D1 be § I 

plenty of British propaganda which 
vill be easily tabbed by audiences 
Pro lucti nally tops, it’s still way 
verlength in the 124 minutes of run- 
ning time, unfolding at the slow pace 
which } *~haracterized many othe 
Britisl lirected features Starring 


f Vivien Leigh and Laurence 
provides ample marquee 


combo o 
Olivier 


lighting for profitable biz in the reg- 
1 » " , . ; 

ular key runs, while grosses in 
British countries will hit solid 


figures, 
Korda makes out a sympathetic 


the dull stretches are many and long. 
The plot is strictly off the elbow and 
ithe narrative and musical items are 
haphazardly interwoven. About the 
fonly refreshing touch in the picture 
lis Lillian Cornell's singing. The girl 
has a delightful voice, an ingratiating 
| personality and looks. 


Miniature Reviews 


‘The Sea Wolf’ (WB). Lusty 
and exciting adventure aboard a 
hellship. Will chart profitable 
course through theatre boxoffices, 

‘I Wanted Wings’ (Par). Timely 


=e 


air epic geared for profitable 'feature _ picture. His’ orchestra 
— ' de makes pleasant listening so long as it | 

grosses in regular runs, but needs ies : 
eet a aa remains in a familiar groove. Such 
SSInRg 105 Toate oo rs cases in point are ‘Song of India,’ 
‘That Hamilton Woman’ <j") Never Smile Again’ and ‘On 
(Korda-UA) Vivien Leigh and | Miami Shore.’ Once the aggregation 

} | ’ 

Laurence Olivier starrer will do | turns to the film’s original tunes the 


| going is ordinary. ey 
lines and proves that he 
| good trombone player. 
| To Bert Wheeler falls the major 


profitable biz 

‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par). Com- 
bination of Tommy Dorsey and 
Bert Wheeler in a dull hodge- 


is still a 


podge of comedy and music. hard at it, delivers here and there, 
‘The Monster and the Girl but all his exaggerated mugging and 
(Par). Weak horror picture, kangarooing fail to blow much life 
with Ellen Drew and an ape. into a soggy script. His straight, 
‘The Man Who Lost Himself? | Hank Ladd, cast as an oily lawyer 
(U). Brian Aherne and Kay | With many sidelines, keeps equal 


pace with him. There’s also a trained 


Francis in zestful and entertain- : are 
anes : A ; mule in the comedy division, and a 


ing program farce. 





i : ‘ : " 4 pretty good index as to the film’s 
‘Footlight Fever’ (RKO). Low- quality may be derived from the ob- 
grade farce, strictly in the ‘B servation that the quadruped’s antics 
groove. furnish the most prolonged laughs in 
‘Dead Men Tell’ (20th). Stand- the entire 90 minutes. 
ard in the Charlie Chan series. Betty Brewer and Virginia Dale, 
‘Man Made Monster’ (yu), |along with Miss Cornell, provide 
Horror shocker, with Lon | plenty of optical relief but not much 
Strong programmer jelse. Phil Regan, posed as a rich 


Chaney, Jr. 
tailored for dualers. 

‘Where Did You Get That Girl’ 
(U). Tepid comedy with music 
for the lower duals. 

‘Fools of Desire’ (Indie). 
Woefully weak quickie on sex 
repression. Censors’ trims hurt 
original torrid theme. 


man’s son who has turned rancher, 
just about gets by with the romantic 
lead. His vocalizing is confined to a 
brief sequence. . 

Story treats with a troupe of four 
vaudevillians, Wheeler and the three 
aforesaid lookers, who land in Las 
Vegas broke but with a claim to an 
uncle’s estate. Through Regan one of 








‘Outlaws of the Panhandle’ | the girls makes a killing in a 

S gambling joint and the money is 

( + Ss c ld r] m . . » S 

eae a hana » on | placed in Wheeler’s custody. Wheeler 

poset “ ; yc “ie |gambles it away but the foursome 
s as \ i 


| get enough coin to start a night club 
of their own. 
the rest of 


Range Busters series takes an- 
other step, a weak one. 

‘Riding the Cherokee Trail’ 
(Mono). N.s.g. Tex Ritter west- 
ern, with less music than usual, 

‘Back in the Saddle’ (Rep). 
Generally okay B dualer star- 
‘ing Gene Autry. 


the action revolves 
rook them out of the property left 
to the girls by their uncle and the 


eventual sale of the property, at very 





| real estate operator who, co- 
| incidence, is Regan’s father. 

The big scene in the farcical un- 
| winding is a face-slapping exchange 
between Wheeler and an inebriated 
dame. It remains but a desperate 
resort for a fadeout laugh. Odec. 


by 








the situation calmly, until whisper- 
ings rumble through Naples both to 
the Admiralty and Nelson’s wife in 
England. Couple return to Britain, 
and retire to a country estate. When | 


Napoleon marches again, Nelson is ‘ 
again called to duty and sent off The Monster and the Girl 


sacrificially for England’s salvation 







: |} Paramount relense of Jack Moss produc- 
by Lady Hamilton. At Trafalgar, | tion. Features Ellen Drew. Paul Lukas 
Nelson is killed—and the light of life | Robert Paige, Joseph Calleia, Onslow 
fades for Lady Hamilton until she | aaa ae Benen ty Sear Heisler, Origi- 
hits the depths. i Miner: edliee, Weerstt "es at 

Miss Leigh hits the peaks with her | Criteri N. Y.. week March 19, 41. Run- 
delineation of Lady Hamilton, a |"! te, 6S MENS, 
vivacious girl who is pictured as ajy_. hs ea SPUA MEP ARE Rah Me “a Dr ‘ 
victim of men but whose ingenuity | Brun ..... tact atime he aban ‘Pant co 
|in statecraft saves the Empire, She | Deacon ..........eeeeeeeee Toseph Calleta 
dominates the picture throughout ua ate eseseesececers Onslow Stevens 
| with her reserved love for Nelson | cam hanisla 1 ee yA ca 
and her determination to aid his suc- | Seot Webster.............. Phillip Terry 
cess from the background. Olivier’s ys oe Mare Lawrence 
characterization of Nelson, the! qr anan pot ht 
British naval hero, carries the full | rt. strieklana...... Willard Roherteon 
dignity and reserve of the historical | Ju Pulver Minor W n 
figure. Alan Mowbray, as the aged | Pr. Knigh George F. Meader 
husband; Sara Allgood, the girl's | ay’ Cutt can ards 
mother; and Henry Wilcoxon, as Nel-| — Comey a ee sl 

on’s aide are prominent in the ex- wnt. 3 P 
cellently BaP supporting cast \ This is the season for horror thrill- 

-icture shows plenty of production ;e’S and also screen duds. Which 
outlay with its series of elaborate set- | possibly explains the presence of this 
ngs. Battle of Prafalgar sequence, | production in a first-run Broadway 
which is over-footage, carries inter- ; 
cut of cannon broadsides from the | eatre. “Monster and the Girl’ is a 


English men-of-war with too obvious 
miniatures of the two fieets in actien. 


poor picture, strictly a routine gang- 


es | . ster meller until the ape idea is 
Camera holds too long on the minia- i 4 f 1] 
’ ragge n af y ra) inte \inal 
ture shots, and battle would get over ig eer in ifter an interminapie 
better if they were trimmed to a} court trial and insipid flashbacks 
minimum. {Film patently had its Joebreening 


Korda, in directing, keys the tempo 
at a slow pace, dwelling too long on 
minor incidents that could’ be 


troubles, and shows it. 
Ellen Drew tops the cast, with only 


handled with considerable saving of | Paul Lukas, Onslow Stevens and 
ootage ‘omp: S i iO ‘ ° : : 
footage. Comparison of the period | Joseph Calieia recognizable in the 


| (1795-1800) with present-day condi- 


: : i su ; fair nz > values 
tions is periodically brought forth to support as fair name values. 








stress again that the British fleet is Stuart Anthony’s original screen- 
the safeguard against dictators with | play appears to have been gleaned 
worid-conquering ambitions. Even | from similar horrific screen vehicles 
Neison uses current verbiage in | dating back to the original ‘Franken- 
de cribing Napoleon as a dictator, stein.” Idea of placing the brain of a 
Camera work by Rudolph Mate is | vengeful person in the skull of a 
meritorious, while art direction | monster is far from original Shift 
aewe supervision of Vincent Korda | here is that the yarn takes an inno- 
~ pei gy ng productions hs cently executed man’s brain and 
ne! att, transplants it Into the ape’s skull. 

Because the aforesaid victim had 


LAS VEGAS NIGHTS 


vowed vengeance on six people re- 
sponsible for railroading him to the 








. LA Baie 5 pte , (chair, the ape goes on the prowl 
ran ’ roduction and release TAs . hj € pias . 7 . 
tures Tommy Dorsey, Bert Wheeler. C a crushing all six. Quaint touch is that 
stance Moore, Phil Regan, Betty Brewer, | {he ape with a human's brain never 
| Lillian Cornell, Virginia Dale. 


Directed by 


|harms the sister of the executed 
Vv 


Ralph Murphy. Original story ornes 
hens A ory Ernest | man, and that the man’s pet mongrel 








: 10. Harry Clork: additional dialog by 
ease for the scandalous (of the | Eddie Welch: songs, Frank Loesser, Burton | 408 tags along on the beast’s search 
rpg romance between the wife re Louis Alter; camera, William Mellor, | for new victims. 
of a British ambassador and sre t Paramount, N. Y., commencing March | sj . is , 
Lord Nelson Utilizing gg _— 1%. "41, Running time, 90 MINS, } Aside from Miss Drew’s capable 
: Nelson, | Ng the YFetrO-| Rill Stevens.......ceseccecvoces Phil Regan | acting and customary standard per- 
spect story device, the haggist adv | Stu G : p 
, dregs ice, the haggish Lady Stu Gront............ .......Bert Wheeler | formances by the seasoned L 
Hamilton is tossed in the Calais jail Tomn Dorsey and His Orchestra | Callej d Bos seasone : ukas, 
ine shante ‘ gah. Norma Jennings.. Constance ., | -alleia and Stevens, picture is some- 
for stealing, and tells her tale to a|parey tenon stance Moore | 44; . ss & : 
girl of the streets alte "ten Virginia Date | Ming Of a screen test (if an ex- 
~' Shipped off to British Ambassador | Katy... Lilian Cornell | pensive one) Sor Phillip Terry, as the 
a ‘ : IT aSsad at A ee a jetty Brewe Yr , . . ae 
Alan Mowbray (Sir William Hamil- See eet Hank Tadd aoe a ,man, and Rod 
ton) in Naples, with other bric-a Ma tre D’..... peereeseees ..Fddie Kane | pnt “ faithful reporter. 
s, wi ther -a- | Hat Check Girl... .Eleanor Stewart hers who icely ar 
ee py the young lover she trusted, | Girls with Bill: Catherine Craig. MI reelle Zucco, as "ike weled satus’ wen 
the young and beautiful girl has | Christopher, Ella Neal, Jean Phillips rhe Aaa page 4 
everything she desires — including earette Girt. .....eceseee, Wanda McKay aeeeet, George F. Meader and Minor 
eventual marriage Capt Nelson an. + tg oni cen veeseere Francetta Malloy Watson. The ape, portrayed by an 
‘ . e 4 is - m. Stevens. Sr enry - ? | » . “ e Py 
rives on a man-of-war to seek aid Mexi in Tri eee ee ee ee ee aces hag really thefts the pic- 
° : ‘ : Ss re —. 1 . ly ssic : : se 
which is supplied through Lady (Guitar + Nick Moro | goity’ ably assisted by Skipper, the 
Hamilton; later obtains her help in ll al aa Frank .Yaconeii | faithful mongrel. 
> dic i aill, i@Ll 101 ] Guitar ae ead aw .* ° ° js 
securing supplies to defeat Napo- ) ee ee ee ae | Stuart Heisler s direction is uneven | 
leon’s fleet on the N le: and th > nair a - ¥ Alioh#+ 1 4 mes —_ main fault rests with the 
ll in love. Sir Hamiltc n god oy oo ar Is weak enter- yarn itself. Dialog is strictly of the 
ll in love. Sir Hamilton accepts | t ment. 7 lauche ore fouw and-| hachim vor : ata 
. ee ae eee eee eam im variety. Wear. 
ee eee ee pp tar . 
awe! Pen - ety y Polay Wise: 
iil -~ a 
¥ ” % y 


It’s Tommy Dorsey’s first try at a| 


also reads | 


task of making ’em laugh. He works | 


This is wrecked and | 


around the efforts of the shyster to | 


advantageous terms, to a Los Angeles | 


| Man Who Lost Himself 


Hollywood, March 21. 


| Universal release of Lawrence W. Fox, 
| Jr., production; associate producer, Len 
Hersh. Stars Brian Aherne, Kay Francis, 
| Directed by Edward Ludwig. Screenplay 
by Eddie Moran, based on novel by H, 
| DeVere Stacpoole: camera, Victor Milner; 
editor, Milton Carruth; asst. director, 
Seward Webb. Previewed at Alexander, 


Glendale, March 20, '41,. Running time, 71 

MINS. 

John Kevans ? ‘ ; 

Satnahin Ghatt { Sbebeeeseerse Brian Aherne 
Adrienne Scott.....cccsccesees Kay Francis 
| Frederick Collins........ Henry Stephenson 
oo Perr Tr TT eer rors 5. Z Sakall 
| Peter Ransome.......--+-++ee+-Nils Asther 
| Dr, Simmms......ceesecceceseees Sig Ruman 

BEGG. VOR AVETT..cccccccocece Dorothy Tree 
| ine: WIE 6 iceccccnscesees Janet Beecher 
| Voles’ Mamn.esesceeeeeeceees Mare Lawrence 
| MuMhausen ...ccccccsccccesees Henry Kolker 
bald cccrccccecccccceccocces Sarah Padden 
| Venetia Scott.....seeeeeeeeeses Eden Gray 
|} Mr. Green...-ccccescccceces Selmar Jackson 
| Bip. PPAR. cic cccccccovccees William Gould 
| Mr. Van der Girt...cccccseees Russell licks 
| Mr. Milford........+- ....Frederick Burton 
Mrs. Van der Girt..... Margaret Armstrong 


This is a neatly packaged farce, 
amply fulfilling its aim of light and 
fluffy entertainment. With snappy 
direction and a trio of interesting 
performances that combine to keep 
up general interest, picture is a pro- 
grammer that is lifted above its or- 
dinary classification. Strong sup- 
porter for the key duals, and will 
solo or billtop where Brian Aherne 
and Kay Francis have b.o. voltage. 

Picture maintains a consistent gait 
of comedy interest through the spon- 
taneity which is apparent during un- 
reeling. Story is lightweight ma- 
terial detailing the adventures of a 
look-alike who steps into the role of 
a dead man. Much of the by-play is 
concerned with romancing wife of 
the dead man, and her acceptance of 
him for some time as her reformed 
| husband. 


Aherne assumes the dual role of 
the Puerto Rico planter and adven- 


‘turer, and the rich but eccentric 
drunken millionaire. Pair meet in 
a night club, and the planter is 


dropped off at the other’s home after 
a hectic night. When the drunk is 
| kidled in an accident and identified 
as the West Indian visitor, there’s 
nothing for the adventurer to do but 
try and straighten out the tangled af- 
fairs: naturally with the wife for in- 
spiration. Final disclosure wins the 
girl. 

Aherne competently handles the 
farcical assignment, with Miss Fran- 
cis also neatly fitting into her role as 
the wife. S. Z. Sakall clicks solidly. 


for comedy honors as the butler- 
companion of the substitute mil- 
lionaire, 

Direction by Edward Ludwig is 


topnotch, accentuating every oppor- 
i tunity for comedy in the proceedings, 
while keeping the pace zooming 
along merrily, 

Title might mislead customers as 
to type of picture. A more adequate 
handle, stressing the farcical theme 
of the picture, might be better 


| Walt. 
| a 
| FOOTLIGHT FEVER 
RKO release of Howard Benedict produce 
tion. Features Alan Mowbray, Donald 
M icBride, Elisabeth Risdon, Lee Bonne li, 
Elyse Knox, Charles Quigley, Directed by 
Irving Reis Screenplay by Ian McLellan 
Hunter and Bert Granet from story by 
Granet; camera, Robert de Grasse editor, 
Theron Wart! Previewed n Projection 
Room, N. ¥., March 24, '41, Running time: 
69 MINS, ‘ 
Avers ae Pans ae Alan Mowbray 
(randal nald Mack} e 
Hattie R on 
; rter I Bonnell 
slleen, Ki) Knox 
Spike. ch s Quigley 
| a) Pee TER COP ETT Oee | ile Page 
Holl Cl ter Clute 
Miss Hugt Jane | en 
r f .G K I kus 
Howard Benedict’s second RKO 


production featuring Alan Mowbray 
and Donald MacBride as a pair of 
farcical legit producers, is not up to 
‘Curtain Call,’ released last April, 
wherein they played similar roles. 
‘Footlight Fever’ will offer nothing 
more than mild support in B situa- 
tions. 

Yarn is cut from one of the tritest 
of all patterns and writers Bert 
Granet and Ian McLellan Hunter 
have been heavy-handed in their at- 
tempt to hypo it via the dialog. Fact 
is, the story is so ancient that were 
it farced up just a bit more it might 


Pass as pure burlesk or satire. As 
iM 2s, there Ss not an unexpected mo- 
ment in it. 


Mowbray and MacBride have been 
given virtually the entire load to 
| Carry, getting only minor aid from 
|the rest of the cast, for either com- 
|edy or marquee purposes. Pair do a 
|Job of clowning and double-takes 
|that provokes laughs occasionally, 
| but even supermen couldn’t buck the 
| lack of fresh lines and original situa- 
| tions. Finance company movers 
| taking the furniture out from under 
;}a pair of busted producers is no 
longer funny, McGee. 

Story is the oft-told one of the 
| shoestringers trying to raise money 
| for a production, when tipped off to 
|a source by the gal their potential 
Star will be enabled to marry if and 
when the show opens. Moneybag is 
a maiden aunt and Mowbray and 
MacBrijde impersonate sailor buddies 
| of her long-missing sweetheart in 
order to soften her up for the kill. 
| Elisabeth Risdon fails completely 
to get laughs from the crude comedy 


handed her as the old lady, while 
Elyse Knox is pretty and nothing 
j (Continued on page 18) 
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may now be booked 


for EASTER WEEK 


engagements in her 


stunning new triumph 














GEO. BRENT 


MARY ASTOR | 


LUCILE WATSON « HATTIE McDANIEL 


Screen Play by Lenore Coffee @ From a Novel by 
Polan Banks @ Music by Max Steiner 


Directed by E DMUND GOULD ING 
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|improved lots in the past year 
Samuel S. Hinds, as the normal 
medico, heads the support which in- 
cludes George Meadez, Russell Hicks 
and William Davidson. Unbilled 
pooch, used importantly, also de- 
serves mention. Wear. 


Where Did You 
That Girl? 


Get 


18 FILM REVIEWS 
FOOTLIGHT FEVER 
‘Continued from page 16) 
else as the fiancee of Lee Bonnell 
the star of the drama the producers 
aim to put o Bonnell is not overly 
the matinee idol type but gives a 

gincere and able interpretation. 
Director Irving Reis manages to 
Graw a few chuckles with the newer 
of the bevy of slapstick gags and 
business. but they need stronger sur- 
rounding material in the way of 
story to meke an impression, i1eTO. 


DEAD MEN TELL 


Hollywood, March 21. 


oth Century-Fox release of Walter 

oe Un 1 bie trich production Fen- 
; ‘ Ines Poler Directed by Harry 
Jacl t Original screenplay by John 
Larkin ed on character created by Earl 
Derr Bickers; comera, Charles Clarke: edi- 
to Thomas Little Previewed in studio 
| tion reem March 20, ‘41. Running 
time, 61 MINS 
Charlie Chan.......,ceccseseeeianey Toler 
Kite Ranso ie, ‘ Sheila Ryan 
Sieve Danilels.....cccccees Robert Weldon 
Jimmy CRAN..ccccccccess ..+-Sen Yung 
J Thomasson......-- ._Don Douglas 
Laura Thursday. iN rine Aldridge 
Charles Thursdda Paul MeGrath 
Belly LPG... cscoeese George Reeves 
Crptain Kane.....cecccees r-uman Bri adley 
Miss Nodbury .Ethel Griffies 
1 Anne Bonney .Lenita Lane 
Gene La Farge Milton Parsons 


‘Dead Men Tell’ is a standard entry 
fm the Charlie Chan series, carrying 
familiar ‘ingredients of a couple of 
murders and a mystery over four 
portions of a map of buried treasure. 
It's a programmer that will get by 
as supporting fare in the houses | 
where the Oriental detective has | 





built up a following with his crime | 


deductions. 


A schooner outfitted for a treasure 
hunt is the locale of Charlie’s latest 
adventure. There’s a murder of the 
trip’s proponent, the arrival of Chan 
and the usual list of suspects among 
members of the crew and expedition, 
until Chan finally sets the trap for 
the real culprit. No. 2 son weaves 
in and out to assist the audience in 
tabbing the wrong suspect. 


In order to set background of | 
eerie situations, old schooner used is 
tabbed as a seagoing museum with 
old time relics aboard to give Chan 
a chance at weird settings for his 
wanderings aboard. Yarn sticks close 
to the Chan formula, but drags in 
too many suspects for general cred- 
ulity. 

Picture is a ‘Grand Hotel’ aboard | 
the docked ship, and played close | 
to shore—with the four-piece map 
anoiher familiar piece of story con- 
struction. Walt. 


MAN MADE MONSTER 


Universal release of Jack Bernhard pro- 
@uction, Features Lon Chaney, Jr.. Lione} | J0ins band as vocalist, turning down 
Atwill Anne Nagel. Frank Albertson, | an offer of pro booking, and recon- | 
Samuel S. Hinds. Directed by George! ciles highbrow composer to use of 
Warener ‘reenplay by Joservh West, | his t lf s ] A k 
based on story by H. J. Essex. sia | Dis material for swingology. snea 
Schwartz, Ten Golos: camera, Elwood | recording is released as the Mystery 
Brendel; music, Chi rles Previn. At Rialto, | Swingsters with Mademoiselle X and 
Y.. week March 18, ‘41. Running time, + 
59 MINS, | hits the No. 1 sedling spot. 
a. Sithes ESonet Atwitt Leon Errol tries hard with a 
D. no tele "on Chaney, Jr, | totally unsuited characterization as a 
e Lawrer .....-Anne Nagel | Scotch pawnshop proprietor whose 
M: rk Adams -Frank Albertson | repute as a-tightwad is entirely a 
Dr. I ence Samuel S Hinds a a =e ° : 
Dist pvp William Davideon | Myth. Errol has lustreless lines and 
Dete e Se Ben Taggart | his attempts at humor run to in- 
h se : Conn grt en | effective prattfalls and slapstick. 

) or 7 van ller | , . 
Chinese Boy ..Chester Gan | Mori. 
Yeoete Bruno ..George Meader ne 
Detective .Frank O'Connor 4 
Mfr 1K 1 ( Iohn Dilson | 
2nd Alienis . Rvron et te } FOOLS OF DESIRE 
Warden . Russell Hicks P 

: Continental production and release. Stars 
ay ’ P a 7 Byron Foulger. Directed bv Bernard Ray: 
Man Made Monster’ is a shocker | original by Ray. Musical direction. Modest 

that’s in the groove for the horror A It sc huler At Miami, N. Y., week March 
a ; 18, '41, dualed. Running time. 55 MINS. 

fans. It makes no pretense of being | Wilbur Crane....... eoee.--sByron Foulger | 
thet . P Dorothy ....e. Constance Rerger 
mnvth f ¢ ‘eakis hil eesceecess. an rzen 
anything but a fre iki h chiller, going | yartha .. 1. eae Betty Roadman 
directly to the point and proving} Danny ....... at Lynton Brent 


mighty successful. Film is 


concocted programmer. 


a well- 


(WITH SONGS) 

T’niversal release of Joseph G. Sar a 
preaduection Features T.eor ' ’ le n 
» «h Charles Lang E e Quillen 
Pron lin Paneborn Stanles Fields Di- 
rected by Arthur Lut Sereenplas lay 
Dratier Paul Frank Stanle Crea 
FR in, hased on st t Tratier sical 
lirector, Charles Previn. conductor HW J. 
Seolter sones, ‘Jlarr’ ry Bert Kalmor 
Milton Rosen Everett Carter: camera. John 
Povile At Str ! n Moreh vO 41, 

val. Running time “68 MINS. 

| MaecDevin ‘ T.eon Errol 
Helen . ..Helen Parrish 
MOE ésavceSo0% ..Charles Lang 

FOP s¢c0 cca’ Eddie Quillan 
Digbv Franklin Panehorn 
Crandall ....... : Stanley Fields | 
Murphy Tom Dugan | 
Dovey rere Joe Brown, Ir. | 
Franky .cccccees F Leonard Sues | 
Shrimp .. .Kenneth Lundy | 
Tu scécc .-.e..J0e Cobb | 
OS nillv Jack Filiott | 
Pete ‘ Peter Sullivan 
Stuyvesant ..... .....- Thurston Hall | 
Conne ally owes Wade Roteler | 
Croo} Frank Mitchel} 
Singer (hbtteehek + 1S EECERe ER Nina Orla | 
Tnenertor A Tim Rvan 
PIGVGOR ccicccrtcccessscacnvece Leon Belasco | 





| Lightweight comedy with music 

rates strictly as fodder for lower- 

rung secondary duals. Story is built | 
|/up around an obscure band, com- | 
‘posed of nondescript nabe raga- | 
muffins, who suddenly leap into fame 
and a network commercial for a| 
coffee account on the strength of one | 
| recording. 

Most ambitious tune. the title song, 
i*Where Did You Get That Girl?’ by 
|Harry Puck and Bert Kalmar, sung | 
| by Helen Parrish, is heavily plugged | 
throughout. It’s a moderately appeal- | 
| ing number hardly strong enough to 
|serve as base for the entire pro- 
| duction. Other tunes, ‘Sergeant | 
| Swing’ and ‘Rug Cuttin’ Romeo,’ are | 
of minor importance. 

Comedy sequences and gag situa- 
tions are laboriously. contrived and | 
| executed. Miss Parrish, photogra iph- | 
|ing nicely and getting additional at- | 
| tention through display of gams, is 
| inadequate on the vocals. Charles 
Lang, who looks well, but moves 
|awkw ~dly through many 
scenes, however. evidences promise. 
| More attentive directorial and script 
| guidance could give this juvenile a 
much better chance to show. 

Lang is the youthful composer 
with classical ambitions. 





| 
} 
} 


| basket by Eddie Quillan, impover- 
ished amateur swing band leader, 
who revamps the compositions and | 
clicks with the jitterbuggers. Girl | 


Pruned of its soiled superfluities, 


This picture has the added box- | Fools of Desire’ got the okay from 
office draw of Lon Chaney, Jr., in| the N. Y. Regents after the state 
the monster role, which is calculated | Censors had rejected it. but it obvi- 
to whet eurjosity as to the son’s; °USly has lost most of its punch. 
ability to follow in the footsteps of Film now is very tedious fare, often 
his father with this type of char-| V¢Tging on the amateurish in direc- 
acterization. Young Chaney looks) tion, acting and technique. Picture’s 
like he is on his way. chances, even where sexy lobby dis- 

Weird events resulting from a mad | Plays may entice patronage, are ex- 
scientist's lab experiments in trans- | tremely meager. 
forming a normal human being into What remains is a character study 
a monster controlled by electrica] Of an unhappy husband who’s taunt- 
impulses could have been made €4 into an affair with a blonde by 
mawkish. Sincere portrayals plus his stand-offish wife. This is a dis- 


alert direction and deft photography 
span several implausible pitfalls. 
Near-climax when the electric man 
survives 
and goes on a rampage is a bit in- 
credulous for average consumption. 


Dramatic moments are intensified 


by Charles Previn’s musical back- 

grounding (H. J. Salter’s orchestra 
is credited). George Wagegner's di- 
rection and Elwood Brendell’s 
cameraing rate bows, 

Chaney’s excellent work as 
‘Dynamo’ Dan McCormick, carnival 
electrical wizard, who’s turned into a | 
monster, is backed up by Lionel] At- | 
will in one of his better characteriza- 
tions as the crazed Dr. Rigas, 
believes electricity can control any- 
thing. Frank Albertson makes a 
realistic news gatherer in love with 
Anne Nagel. cast as the other 
medico’s daughter. Miss Nagel has 


an electrocution for murder | 


who} 


tinct character study as 


ings. 

Bernard Ray credited with writ- 
ing and directing. Story basically is 
better than his direction, but the dia- 
log is extremely maudlin. Sets often 
are so antique as to smack of silent 
pictures. 

Idea of the husband seeking femi- 
nine companionship away from 
home, when driven to it by an un- 
sympathetic wife, is a time-worn plot. 
| Embellished with original torrid 
| scenes and the more pointed sex re- 
pression angles, this yarn probably | 
carried a shade more punch. What 
remains, after obvious wholesale 
scissoring, is pretty drab vehicle. 

Aside from Foulger’s sincere per- 
formance. a cast of unknowns merely 
go through the motions of acting, 

Wear. 


is 


| 


‘a group of cattle men is trying to 


| hombre named ‘Faro Jack” Vaughn 


| usual, 





of the| 


Stuff he | 
| discards is picked out of the waste- | 


done by} 
| Byron Foulger, hinting that he might | 
do better in more adequate surround- | 


'to. other offerings 


| 
| 
iy 
| 


Outlaws of the Panhandle 


‘the returns will be spotty, and never | itors come across a radio script they 


| more than average. |like they call in the author, who 
(WITH SONGS) | Ritter and his crony, a mule- | yolunteers to expand it to screen 
Columbia release of Jack Fier production. | outed comic, Slim Andrews, are original length. The expansions 
Stars Charlies Starrett 7 features Frances Idaho bound for a fis shi ng vacation t aa . , t : nie , 
meptnnte. See Oe eee Origi- | trom the Texas Rangers at the time |S°OFY €CS aver, are almost invari- 
Georme Meehan: editor, Arthur Seid: songs, |when the Cherokee strip was a sore | ably bad. 
Rob Notan, Tim Spencer. At New var. boil on the American countenance. Editor of one of the companies 
a #1. Running time, ©" | Riding smack into the middle of | that listens to every air show de- 
lim Endicott Ch ries Starrett murder and border — man-) clared: ‘We never find any adult 
eri ge sees Re hi et ag aged by yh ane ne ig baye stay |drama on the radio except in the 
Faro Jack’ Vaughn ‘Norman Willis | thumping dreamer, the A y ‘Arch Oboler scripts. That's : 
Walt Burnett. ....s.0+-0s0ccnes _.Rav Teal|over for mayhem and _ what-have- Scripts. ats ap- 
Elihu Potter Lee Prather| you. First try by Ritter to organize parently because radio and the ra- 
Rob Lasts tieibtcnerssnsavenrees A ..] ree | ‘the opposition folds up, and the|dio audience makes no demands for 
tig Aha tae Hud Osborne | ranchers lose, but he finally resorts |real, grown-up writing, except for 
> eee eee “die Laughton | to a trick which gets the outlaws into | | dramatizations of plays and films 
een eoheninsy texte ces Richa uw | Texas where his ranger aides slap | after Broadway and Hollywood has 
eee ‘and Sons of the Pioneers the manacles to ‘em. popularized them.’ 
mance Setting is old in history, but mod- : pe , : 
Standard sagebrusher should get|ernized for the trickery. Cherokee Radio writing differs from picture 


the usual returns at Saturday mati- | 


nees and in rural communities, with 
Charles Starrett’s name as a draw. 
It’s tailored to the proper running 
time for dualling. 

This time the plot wrinkle is that 


build a railroad spur to their area so 
they can ship their livestock to mar- 
ket without danger of their being 
dispersed by rustlers. But a bad 


opens a gin mill and gambling dive 
in the neighborhood so as to get the 
workmen stewed and hold up con- 
struction. That’s when Starrett rides 
up on his white horse and wearing 
his customary white chapeau. He 
strikes a few heroic poses, slugs and 
shoots it out with the varmints and 
once more law and order are saved 
| for the great western-going public. 
There’s not much to be said about 
direction or performances in these 
cactus operas for al] these years. 
Dialog is kept succinct and the act- 
ing is generally direct. Starrett-is as | 
Franees Robinson is a some- | 
what prettier than usual love inter- | 
est, though there’s nothing to indi- 
cate whether or not she can act. 
Norman Willis is an above-average 
villain and the others are pretty | 
much standard. Cowboy songs im- 
pede the story a bit, but are ap- 
parently a must for certain audi- 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ences. Gunplay scenes are even 
phonier than normally. However, | 
it'll all get by. Hobe. 


KID’S LAST RIDE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of George W. Weeks 
production. Features Ray Corrigan, John 
King, Max Terhune. Directed by S. Roy 
Luby. Original screenplay, Earle Snell; | 
camera, Robert Cline; editor, Roy Claire; 
songs. Harry Tobias. Jean George, Roy 
Ingraham. Reviewed Colonial, -Linceln 
Neb., dual, Running time: 55 MINS, 

ERs 6o¥ oc asenkdkeeabetekaes Ray Corrigan 
Se ROR ae me ore John King 
et one ran nee Max Terfhune 
NN 0:4589.6 ase oe .Luana Walters 
Jimmy .-.-Edwin Brian | 
Co BOE Oe Peete Ea Al Bridge 
a IRAE eee . Glen Strange 
Wash Te CTT TCC TET OTE TTT Frank Ellis 
ac ag SET OO ee, eee John Eliott | 
POT a snceases cece George Havens 
Poor, eye-straining photography 
and weak songs, packed up in an 
overly dramatic pA ong considering its 
content, makes this Range Busters 
mustanger, ‘Kid’s Last Ride,’ one of 
the lower-bracket westerns. Week- 
end spottings to put it in reach of 
the kids will be its only chance to 

come in the shadow of b.o. par. 

Nominally; it’s musical western 


with two songs. Jokn Ki ng goes solo 
|on ‘Call of the Wild,’ by Jean George 
fand Harry Tobias, and all three of 
| the featured gents participate in ‘It’s 
|All Part of the Game,’ wh pped up 
by Tobias and Roy Ingraham. 
Neither is any shakes. 

Corrigan, Terhune and King have 
been sent for to come to a rough 
range town to act as peace officers, 
and find themselves in boiling water 
from the minute they enter the terri- 


|tory. There’s a feud on between Al 
Bridge and Glenn Strange, and the 
father of Edwin Brian and Luana 


Walters, who was the judge who sen- 


tenced the younger brother of the 
men to the gallows. The outlaws 
have succeeded in enmeshing Brian 
in their nefarious enterprises, and 
it’s a source of much worry to Miss 


Walters, the village schoolteacher. 
takes Brian’s killing, and lot 
shooting to neutralize the range, but 
the script sees to it all with the 
necessary number of exploded blanks 
and chase-mileage. Art. 


It 
of 


a 


Riding the Cherokee Trail 


(WITH SONGS) 


Monogram release of Edward Finney pro- 


duction. Stars Tex Ritter: features Slim 
| Andrews, Tennessee Ramblers, Forrest 
Taylor, B etty Miles. Directed by Spencer 
(, Bennett. Screenplay, Edmund Kelso: 
eamera, Marcel LePicard: editor, Robert 
—” songs, Jack Gillette and Harry 
Bk Reviewed at Colonial, Linceln, 
aa. @ual. Running time: 61 MINS. 
(i: THERE Tee eee Ob 0060550566 Tex Ritter 
PE. oh awed 006db05b800newn ses Slim Andrews 
RE VOR cn Ncsbedkehenese ede de Forrest Taylor 
Ruth .Betty Miles 
TT eee TET eee eT Jack Roper 
Wy att. eceky .Fred Burns 
La, ae ere ee .Bruce Nolan 
ER EE Te cosccrces ene AmeeD 
Ter inessee Ramblers: Gillette, Blair, Happy 
i orm, Cecil Campbell and Kid 
Clark, / 


Measuring weakly in comparison | 
in the western | 

market, ‘Riding the Cherokee Trail’ | 
will get along strictly in accordance | 
ith how careless the buyers of out- 


doorers in given territory. At best, | 


| 


strip days were hardly those of high- 
way markers and state boundary 
| signs, but it’s 
boundary markers a half mile down | 
the trail into Texas which brings 
about the coup, by misleading the 
outlaws. 

Most of the music 
Tennessee Ramblers, a corral har- 
mony outfit drafted from radio link, 
WBT, and Victor and Bluebird rec- 
ords. Betty Miles, the film’s leading 
lady, has two previous screen credits, 

a trick riding bit in ‘Nothing Sacred’ 
cad the doubling for Linda Darnell 
in ‘Chad Hanna.’ She’s almost as 
obscure here. Forrest Taylor’s char- 
acter of a plains Napoleon is all 
right, if far-fetched. Art. 





BACK IN THE SADDLE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 


by moving one of those | 


| 


| 





is left to the, 


writing in a number of factors all 
tied together, it is pointed out. While 
;one is entirely auditory, the other 
is both auditory and visual, requir- 
ing different senses. Too, every ra- 
dio script, even for serials, must be 
a complete unit in itself, while films 


{require an entirely different type of 


| 


| 





| 
| 





| 


tion. Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 
Burnette. Directed by Tew Taniders. 
Sereenplay, Richard Murphy and Jesse 
Lasky, Jr.: camera, Ernest Miller: editor, | 
Tony Martinell!: music, Raoul Kraushaar. 
Previewed in projection room. N. Y., March | 
20, '41, Running time, 73 MINS. 

Gene ....eeee TUTTLE Gene Autry 
PU seccces PTTTTTTTT TT Tit Smile Burnette 
POT cescsnecrssvsre e i .Maryv Lee 
Teen Benmett.«cccccessecses E dw ird Norris 
TREY nccecedecvesceregees Tacagueline Wells 
Duke Winston..... acarh Baie Addison Richards 
HE, G. Bilalme...cccoccesecsers Arthur Loft 


Edmund Elton 

Toe MeGuinn 
SECC TT TTT eT CTL Edmund Cobb 
.Robert Barron 


Judge Bent 
Sheriff Simpson 
Williams 
Ward 


Quantity of singing, without which 
no Gene Autry westerner would be 
complete, is still prevalent in his 
latest starrer, ‘Back in the Saddle,’ 
but considerable action, something 
the Autry films have, been woefully 
lacking, lifts this one into the better 
| boxoffice brackets. Generally okay B. 
Autry, of course, is still the same 


| 
| 
| 





| lack-lustre type wherein the thesp- | 


| ing is concerned, but he’s given much 
more gun-slinging and fisticuffing to 
do than normally. All this, aided by 
a fairly good yarn as westerns go, 
produces a sufficiency of thrill and 
suspense, particularly in the latter 
| part of the film. 

The early reels suggest 
to be just another westerner. 


it’s going 
but the 


it up. He’s the gambler who, to fatal 

| results for himself, quits the mining 
town’s boss at the critical moment to 
help frustrate a jail-break frameup 
against Autry. 

Smiley Burnette the 
tured performer, going in 
usual inanities to get laughs. most of 
which are forced, while Mary Lee 
and Richards are best of the support, 





lone fea- 
for the 


1S 


entrance of Addison Richards perks | 


| 


|for writers 
for it 

|; pears 
| loid immortalization. Wit! 


particularly the latter. Miss Lee is 
an excellent little trouper dispite her 
moppetry, her voice on the numer- 
ous tunes being plenty — sturdy. | 
Jacqueline Wells is in for the ro- 
mance opposite Autry, and gets by 
with her meagre material. Arthur 
Loft is the unscrupulous town boss 
and Edward Ncerris is adequate as 


the framed youth. 
Autry has about a half dozen tunes 


to sing. two of his own or partial 
composition. The title tune, by 
Autry and Ray Whitely, is particu- 


larly tuneful of the nine 
looks okay for frequent repetition. 
Naka. 


On Radio Writers | 











——— - ontinued from page 3—_ 
Metro. Norman Corwin has done 
two screenplays for RKO and Irv- 
ing Reis, who went to Paramount as 
a writer, is now an RKO director. 
| Aside from purely the matter of 
ability, film execs are willing to ad- 


mit that another angle enters into 
their shyness at plucking radio 
writers—that’s the fact that they sel- 
dom get billing. 


Hollywood is al- 
ways anxious for names—because 
names sell pictures—and an un- 


| known radio writer isn’t worth much | 
more than a kid with creative abil- 
|ity who’s fresh out of college. 


Divorcing the Author 


This desire for names is seen, for 
example, in Paramount’s recent pur- 
chase of rights to NBC’s ‘I Want a 
Divorce’. Instead of hiring one of 
the regular writers on that show, 
Par went out and got Adela Rogers 
| St. John to prepare its screenplay. 

Radio scripters, it is said, are 
| usually strong on dialog writing and 
plot incident, but don’t have the 
sense of essential drama required for 
films. Frequently 





| 


songs and | 


continuing climax. Film plots thus 
must be far different from those for 
radio. 


Another angle pointed out is that 


|story departments always have arms 


wide open for original yarns by es- 
tablished writers in radio or any 
other field. If the air scriveners have 
enough faith in themselves to work 
on spec—the good ones are usually 
too busy in radio for that—they need 
only submit their potential film ma- 
terial for consideration. 


—~—— 


175G for ‘Saratoga’ 


Continued from page 3— 

















day, but the yarn will undoubtedly 
be published in that form. 

Ernst is negotiating a 
comedy deal out of the book, with 
top tunesmiths. (Her ‘Show Boat’ 
was musicalized by Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d and Jerome Kern). Despite 
the Broadway plans, there will be 
no delay in making the picture, the 
contract requiring it must be pro- 
duced within one year. 

Miss Ferber has always insisted on 
film rights reverting to her, a 
number of her stories have been re- 
made. Each time she received an 
additional sum. She got $65,000, for 
instance, from Universal for original 
silent version of ‘Show Boat’ in 1929, 
and another $250,000 when it was re- 
made in 1936. ‘So Big’ was also 
made twice, by First National in 1925 
and Warner Bros. in 1932, while 
‘Cimarron,’ originally made by RKO 
in 1931, was just bought from that 
company by Metro for $100,000, with 
Miss Ferber understood to get a cut 
in on that. 


musical 


as 


Louisiana Film Cycle 
New Orleans, long a favored locale 
of romantic fiction, 
headed for large-scale 
four 


ap- 
cellu- 


) films 


backgrounded in Louisiana already 
on Hollywood production or release 
schedules, two more have been re- 
cently added. 

Newcomers to the list are ‘Missis- 
sippi Idyl’ by Clemence Ripley, 
bought by Warner Bros., and ‘River 
Lady’ by Houston Branch, bought by 
Frank Lloyd for Universal release. 


Series of coincidences mark the pur- 
chases, including the $15,000 price 
brought by each. 

Ripley tale was written as an out- 


| line for a mag serial and novel. Now 

the author may never go through 
| with that idea, as he has been en- 
gaged to work on the screenplay. 
Branch story is an 84-page original, 
which the author, a screenwriter, has 
some thought of enlarging into a 
novel. Lloyd will produce and direct 
the picture. 

Paramount, which was in the mar- 
ket originally for ‘Mississippi Idyl’ 
backed out because of the number of 
New Orleans stories coming up. 
Others include ‘Flame of New 





Orleans,’ which Joseph Pasternak is 
making for Universal with Marlene 
Dietrich starred. It is set down for 
release April 18. 

Coming out before that is a Re- 
public super-budgeter, ‘Lady From 
New Orleans,’ with John Wayne and 
|; Ona Munson, which will be released 
| April 8. Columbia has on tap ‘Storm 
Over Louisiana,’ being made from a 
novel by Louis Bromfield, while 
Paramount recently bought ‘Louisi- 
ana Purchase,’ B. G. DeSylva m 
cal hit currently on Broadway. 

=  RKO’s Special Event 

While four other studios mull the 
purchase of screen rights to Abe 
Schechter’s book, ‘I Live on Air,’ 
RKO appears set on beating them 
all to the cameras with a radio story. 
It has staked out a claim to the tag 
‘Special Event’ for a yarn dealing 
with that aspect of the etherizing 


re) 
Uusi= 


when story ed- j industry. 
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“Undoubtedly the picture “Miss Leigh has done the near- 
t 
of the week — perhaps of ly impossible thing—she has : 
the month or the year, | : 
ity inte De tas Clee topped her performance in ie 
being box-office.” *Gone With The Wind’ and she be 
Loucile ©. Parsons is also revealed as the great es 
s beauty of the screen.” L 2 
Sy ee sae 
eae "Tops in all departments; —John Chapman, New York Daily News pee 
Se should be strong box-office at- i 
traction every place. Here is a : i 
i splendid picture on all counts, “ ‘That Hamilton Womanl’ is a 
one which will probably rank _ t $ 
sal y thing of beauty. Vivien Leigh is ‘ 
' high among the outstanding pic- é ; 
i tures of the year, and certainly as breath-taking. She's superb from 4 
fine a film, if not the best, that start to finish. Alexander Korda has 9 
Alexander Korda has ever offered produced the whole picture with a : 
the public. Great entertainment . * 
a] for all audiences.” —Film Daily prodigal hand. cteialinin stad £ 
: | § 
j “A stirring and beautifully “Vivien Leigh is beautiful as That 
og 


wrought drama. Vivien Leigh and 


gs Hamilton Woman and her per- 
Laurence Olivier turn in perform- 

















4 ' ; ; « 
; ances which neither has previously formance outranks her Scarlett. 
topped. The film is magnificent.” —Sheila Grabam, North Americas | 
; *—Daily Variety Newspaper Alliance 
3 j F 
| | 
“In a magnificent production Alex- “A powerful and beautifully told 
| ander Korda brings to’ the screen love story in which Vivien Leigh cuts 
: istory’ tories. i 
4 7 of his — er insulates ta another diamond-sharp character ' 
| Vivien Leigh gives a glorious perform- 
ance. Hers is a brilliant exhibition of portrayal that equals her Scarlett 
ae: acting that attains and at times, sur- O'Hara role. It's one of the year's i i 
2 | passes the stature of her superb Scar- film high points.” ; 
ee 4 lett O'Hara.” —Hollywood Reporter Jobs Truesdell, Bsquire Syndicat@\ 
ALEXANDER KORDA presente ( 4 
O) - 0 Be 
y. cn yn c K 
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Original screenplay by Wolter Reisch and R @ Sherriff 
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~ PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Ina Ray Hutton Orch, Allen Jones, | 
Andrews Sisters, Wally Brown with | 
Annette Ames, Lane Bros. 42): ‘Las | 
Vegas Nights’ (Par), reviewed in| 
this issue of VARIETY. 








(80 minutes) | 


While the runoff 
seems a little overlong, this stage 
show keeps ‘em entertained con- | 
sistently. The names not only look | 

ood on the marquee, but they de- 
jiver in a big way from the apron. 

he diversity of appeal 1s also there 

in no small measure. Allan Jones 
has his femme following, the An- | 
drews Sisters make it exciting for 
the swingeroo addicts and Ina Ray | 
Hutton, in gowns that help to em- 
phasize her talents for band con- 
ducting. ; 

The Hutton aggregation (14) 
whips out a repertoire that’s okay. 
Its outstanding arrangement Is the 
one on ‘The Man I Love,’ and of all 
Miss Hutton’s vocals this same tune 
brings out her best. The unit goes 
plenty hot on ‘Tiger Rag’ and its 
staff crooner, Stuart Foster, makes 
a strong impression with but a single 
number. 

Lane Bros., the teeoff turn, played 
this house not so many months ago, 
and, as happened on that occasion, 
the act’s mixture of tap dancing and 
rope-jumping acrobatics takes the 
customers for all they have in the 
way of applause. The high point in 
this twosome’s unusual routine Is 
the ability of the prone partner, in 
a risley pose, to lift his body from 
the floor as his perched partner 


swings the rope. lis a 





number, “Tiger Rag,’ is so fancily ar- 
ranged that it’s completely lost in 
the flurry of strings and crossfire of 
hoopla plunking. His second novelty 
gets over better. This is a banjo Im- | 
pression of a clock ticking, running | 
down, being wound up and running | 
again. Encore is a good idea, but | 
doesn’t work out so well. It’s an at-| 
tempt to duplicate Bill Robinsons 
taps on the ukelele. What Smeck | 
lacks is Robinson's rhythm. 


Alexander and Santos whirl 
through their burlesque of ballet, and 
with the assistance of Doris Claes top 
off the turn with a comedy angle. 
Leslie Davis opens the act with a 
brief balloon dance on the toes. 


Rollo Pickert and Billie Worth, | 
who's replaced Verna Pickert, open 
the bill with conventional taps, then 
get real attention with their dance 
on stilts. Clever idea delivers a good 
surprise finish to their turn, and they 
handle themselves expertly on the 
leg-extensions. Larry Flint, band- 
leader, is again doing the announce- 
ments, and showing great imnrove- 
ment. Fox. 


TABOR, DENVER 


Denver, March 21. 
Corinne, Beeho Gray & Co., Fred- 
die and Gale La Rue, Morris & 
Morris, Follies Girls (8), Tony Fer- 
raro Orch (6): ‘Madame LaZonga’ 
(U). 








| initial 


; reeds and four rhythm men. 
cessful attempt to cater to the par-' preston, Jane Essex; Martin and Al- | ‘chadrack’ 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Charlie Spivak Orch (16) with! 
Gary Stevens and Ginger Malen; 
Emmett Oldfield and Co. (3), Rufe| 
Davis, Evelyn Farney: ‘The Sea) 
Wolf’? (WB), reviewed in this week's | 
VARIETY. 








With a long film, Strand is holding | 
the show to a 45-minute maximum. | 
Result is an impression of skimpi- | 
ness which is not aided by an only | 
moderately entertaining lineup that, | 
at this catching, drew few salvos 
from the house. Performance is} 
somewhat lackadaisical except for) 
the Charlie Spivak band, | 

Latter is the principal attraction. | 


Sixteen-piece crew has spent most} 


lof its six-month history at the Glen 


Island Casino, N.Y., and is making its | 
appearance on Broadway. | 
Musically-strong outfit moves from | 
sweet to swing with good results in | 
both departments under the maes- | 
troing of the trumpet-tooting Spivak, | 
who blew his horn for Whiteman, | 
Teagarden and others before or-| 
ganizing his own aggregation, | 

Although heavy on _ the. brass 
(seven pieces, including Spivak, who 
plays along much of the time), the 
blare is well-modulated, with Bg 
uc- 


tsans of the sweet is Spivak’s well- 
done rendition of Massenet’s ‘Elegy.’ 
Spivak handles the major solo part 


| himself. | 
| Every orch apparently must have | 


appears in a billowy, blue gown, and 
is followed on and off stage by a 
weird assortment of characters. : 

The Three Sailors are a new addi- 
tion to the unit, filling the spot for- 
merly held down in Britton’s troupe 
by coh Minevitch’s Harmonica 
Rascals. The gobs were substituted 
because the mouthorgan kids had re- 
cently made an appearance at- the 
Earle. The Sailors are a standard 


knockabout dancing act who still | 


bring plenty of laughs despite their 
many appearances around town. 
They fit perfectly into the whacky 
motif, : } 

The next-to-losing bit of Britton’s 
band is novel. In it the bandsmen 
don makeup representing the old 
masters (Wagner, Liszt, Brahms, 
Verdi, etc.) and the band plays best- 
known tunes of these old, composers 
in modern-day swing. 

Finale is Britton’s familiar rough- 
house, with ~uns firing, violins crash- 
ing, seltzer souirting, batkdrops 
falling and sheet music scattering in 
all directions. It’s clicko if not ex- 
actly parlor fun. 

Biz at Saturday night (22) show- 
ing was okay. Shal. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Van Alexander Orch with Bobby 





len, Gus Van, Mitzi Mayfair, Helen 
Kane, Ben Blue (3); Shorts and 
Newsreeils. 


This bill reaches back 





into the 


A subsequent-run house using a'a nrotential Gene Krupa, and this. files for a portion of its running 


strong play on this 


For the Andrews Sisters, who fol- | especially with the men. Bill has a 


low, it’s a walkaway from the mo- 


ment they go into their first num-| not only does a neat job, but has a | 


ber. Not only have the girls de- 
veloped into tiptop entertainers, but 
everything they do shines with 
finesse. The five numbers they give 
span a wide variety of rhythms and 
moods and the audience goes along 
with them solidly. They start off 
with ‘Scrub Me Mama with a Boogie 
Beat’ and then ‘Mean to Me’ and 
*‘Boogie-Woogie Bugle Boy,’ return- 
ing a few moments later to do 
‘Apple Blossom Time’ and ‘Bounce 


Me Brother with a Solid Four.’ At 
the performance caught the girl: 


had a tough time begging off. 

Once Wally Brown got ‘em 
warmed up with his disjointed and 
incoherent nonsense this comic, who 
has the next-to-closing slot, 
the laughs rolling his way in gobs. 
Brown is still introduced as one who 
appeared on the Rudy Vallee pro- 
gram, but that was so long ago it’s 
doubtful whether the association is 
either recalled or means anything. 
Regardless, Brown does an excep- 
tionally amusing act, and the half- 

int Annette Ames aids him much 

n lifting the event to, a strong 
finish. 


With Jones it’s a repeat within 


the year. His opening number, 
*High on a Windy Hill,’ figures not 
much more than a warmer-upper 
for his tonsils. The filmite gets his 
sturdy tenor on an even keel with 
*The Moon and I,’ and then sock 
"em silly with the tune of his 
own interpretative creation, ‘Donkey 
Serenade.’ His finale is ‘All the 
Things You Are.’ What with four 
shows a day, the outlay of four 
numbers fills the bill nicely for both 
himself and the payees, Odec. 


———_ 


KEITH’S BOSTON 








Boston, March 20. 

Rollo Pickert and Billie Worth, 
Roy Smeck, Alexander and Santos 
with Doris Claes and Leslie Davis, 
Paul Winchell, Josephine 
Marty Collins and Harry Peterson, 
Larry Flint House Band; ‘Buck Pri- 
vates’ (U), 





While this bill rates under part, it 
has the advantage of better screen 
support than most stage shows here, 
so it all balances, Marty Collins and 
Harry Peterson are top-billed and 
one of the least entertaining acts in 
the lineup. Collins’ trumpet-tooting 
is the best bit in their turn, and his 
soft-shoe eccentric dance is also fair. 
The bellowing chatter between him 
and his straight man is hardly al- 
tered since last dinned in the ears of 
the local customers. 

_ Josephine Huston rates highly as a 
singer, although she does not sell her 
stuff as smartly as some of her con- 
temporaries. Her first two numbers, 


‘Great Day, Manana’ and ‘Donkey | 


Serenade,’ are expertly sung, but the 
arrangements are no great asset. Her 
medley of songs with Latin-Ameri- 
can background (including ‘Frenesi’ 
and ‘Argentine Way’) is another 
story. This is the standout of her 
group and gets close attention from 
start to finish. It’s easy after that to 
get the encore call, to which she re- 
sponds with ‘Last Time I Saw Paris.’ 
Miss Huston looks like a real con- 
tender for a big musical show. 

Paul Winchell, ventriloquist, gets a 
good quota of laughs, many of them 
of the blueish variety. Handles the 
dummy skillfully and interposes im- 
pressions of Edward G. Robinson 
and Donald Duck. Closes with a 
lusty rendition of ‘Hold Tight’ by the 
dummy, and grabs off extra bows. 


Roy Smeck, missing around here/is an elongated, lean male tapster! renditions of ‘Let’s Do It,” ‘It All 
for some seasons, won out over a/ who doubles into a couple of singing| Comes Back to Me Now,’ 
with his electric- | bits, okay, but not socko 


cold audience 
guitar versions of ‘Only Forever’ and 
Blueberry Hill.’ His opening banjo | 


Huston, | 


neat line and the stripper, Corinne, 


clever act otherwise. 
Clad in an all-over cape, Corinne 


Built on cape on her shoulder is 
|; head of a devil, and with her left 


Satan himself was caressing her. 
|And the crowd yelled for more. 


|dances with her back to audience.| who croons in a mellow, pleasant 


|like the latter and makes himself | 
' generally disagreeable-looking. | 
| On the vocal side, Spivak offers 
|Gary Stevens and Ginger Malen. 
| Stevens is a tall, nice-looking chap 


voice. Miss Malen is much too effer- 
vescent, bouncing around the stage 





arm also in red, it looks as though | obnoxiously instead of giving her| lineup 


|attention to singing. She does her | 
| bouncing, in fact, during the entire | 


stage show occasionally, the Tabor | outfit has one in Bunny Shawker, | time, bringing in Mitzi Mayfair, who 
try. who makes faces like Krupa, chews | until recently was inactive; Gus Van 


and Helen Kane, the boop-boop-a- 
doop gal. With Van and Miss Kane, 
plus two vocalists with the Van 
Alexander band, there’s a heft of 
songs, relieved by the comedy of 
Ben Blue, terping of Miss Mayfair 
and balancing of Martin and Allen. 
Running off in about 85 minutes, the 
is satisfactory, but net as 
strong as some past bills here. 


Van Alexander’s band, a new one 


Stripping is neat and cause for en- | show, for when she’s not in front of | staffed by five saxes, three trumpets, 


core when she gives a fuil front view. 

Show is well paced, with Freddie 
La Rue emceeing and Gale La Rue 
xylophoning besides dancing and 
singing. He shows he warrants a 
= on the bill aside from his m.c. 
job. 


| Behoo Gray and Co., the ‘Co.’ being 


found | 2, femme and a coyote, do western | ly 


| stuff—whip snapping, paper cutting 
| with knife and lariat-tossing. Gray 
has neat chatter and handles his im-~ 
plements easily. Morris and Morris 


do a fine bit of acrobatics, she riding | 


|a bike atop a 12-foot pole, which he 
| holds from a belt, to name one of 
| their better stunts. 


| Line of eight shows experience, | 


doing three routines. 


Show produced and staged by 


C the 
Wheeler-Pittman agency. 


Rose. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 


Bill Butler’s Band, Edith Wilson, 
Hilda Rogers, Norton and Holly, Ce- 
cil Mack's Singers, Honi Coles, Moore 

|and Byrd, George Wiltshire, House 
Line (14), Stump and Stumpy; ‘San 
Francisco Docks’ (U). 


Deft staging and showmanship of 
Lew Leslie isn’t enough to salvage 
| what the Apollo has called ‘Harlem 
| Rhapsody.’ There’s plenty of enter- 
prise and some entertainment in this 











85-minute all-colored layout, but the 


| lack of a sock name for the marquee 
|is probably knocking off the b.o. 
| aplenty. 
|. For boff entertainment the unit 
has to wait until the very end before 
it can unfold Stump and Stumpy, 
mugging, pantomimic parodying leg- 
maniacs who’re good enough to 
| strew the payees in the aisles. But it 
all comes down to this: what Stump 


and Stumpy have to offer in a dozen | 


minutes isn’t sufficient to save what 
at best is mediocre entertainment, 
| generally, for the rest of the layout. 

Another saving grace is the sock 
tune, ‘Mocking Bird Lane,’ which has 
various outlets during the show, 


either in ensemble form or in solos, | 
and its clicko propensities are made 
increasingly evident with each repe- | 


tition. It’s from a C. B. Cochran 
musical, composed in England, and 
suggests plenty of smash possibilities 
when it gets around in the U.S. Les- 
| lie has its American stage rights. 

Among the soloists, Edith Wilson, 
a hefty warbler with original, mildly 
double entendre lyrics, went over 
fairly well. as did Hilda Rogers, also 
| @ singer. Norton and Holly are ball- 
roomers of the standard school, but 


| don’t reveal anything startling. Their | comedian. His takeoff on Chaplin is | He’s Making Eyes at Me’: from then 


| plenty rib-tickling, but best bit is| On the turn slopes downward: 
| when Joe and Milt Britton use Raf- | the 


}excellent looks, particularly 

girl’s, are their best selling point. 
| Cecil Mack’s Singers, sponsored by 
| the veteran songwriter whose name 
they bear, are a choral group of the 
| Spiritual type, somewhat of an ex- 
treme from that part of the show in- 
cluding the house’s usual low-down 


the 


| comedy sketches, which this week | 


feature George Wiltshire, Joe Byrd 
and Timmie Moore. The Mack Sing- 


| ers are okay for the type of work | 


| they do, while the comedy stuff falls 
into the same category. Honi Coles 


Bill Butler’s band plays the show s 
difficult music well. Naka. 


| the mike, she’s sitting on the stage. 
| with Stevens. She’s mild, at least 
| for evening audiences. 
| Rufe Davis. with his guitar, check- 
| ered cap and sound-effect vocal ap- 
| paratus. clicks well in his standara 
|turn. His version of ‘Mama Don’t 
Allow’ and strange noises, particular- 
an airplane, are by this time well | 
| known. 
| Emmett Oldfield and Co. are like- 
| wise an oft-seen combination which 
|has scored handily in the past, but! 
currently needs loads of brushing. | 
| Comic balancing and acro work are 
| bad. Oldfield and his male pard| 
|rush through it as though the pro- | 
scenium is about to fall on them. 
| Never once do they give the impres- 
sion that their sticky-finger business 
and leg-tangling is an _error— 
| which is the basis of their comedy. 


In addition, Oldfield’s understander | 


aide is too deadpan and the turn 
achieved nothing more than the 
weak reception it deserves. 

Evelyn Farney, tapstress, is in an 
early spot and likewise earned only 


mild audience reaction. A cute 
looker, she nevertheless gives the 
impression that she’s an amateur 


among terpers and is trying to cover 
up by facial and other business. Bad 
white shoes, which look like nothing 
sO much as nurses’ brogues also 
cause a certain awkward appear- 
ance. 

Harry Gourfain’s staging moves 
the show along at a racy clip 

Herb. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 22. 


| work behind 
| routining. 


three trombones and four rhythm ins 
cluding a second piano which leader 


occasionally works over (there’s no} 


guitar), is a distinct improvement 


|over the oufit Alexander was lead- 


ing last year. He’s been devoting 
much of his time lately to radio work 
on WOR, New York. 


Alexander’s only fault here, which 
may be due to the demands of the 


bill, is that the outfit rides in only | 


one groove practically all the way. 
Practically everything jumps, and it 
gets tiresome after awhile despite 
the fact that the work of the group 
is acceptable. Its only shortcomings 


are arrangements which unleash the} 


six brass at once, a bit too heavy 
the acts and faulty 
Work of the band cries 
aloud for a ballad or two, though 
some soft stuff is used wherein the 
| medium-tempoed songs of Van and 
| Miss Kane, 


whom it accompanies, 
are concerned. 
Bobby Preston and Jane Essex 


handle band’s vocals. 
deep-voiced 17-year old who shows 
inothing out of the ordinary with 
|‘Everything Happens to Me’ and 
‘If I Had My Way.’ 
his throat distorts diction, 
ing impression words are coming 
through a mouthful of marbles. Miss 
Essex is much better, but seemingly 
isn’t used properly. She does two 
tunes in rhythm’ tempo, 
Woogie Bugle Boy’ and ‘Oh Look At 
Me Now.’ Her voice suggests better 
results along the ballad trail. 
Martin and Allen, balancing duo, 
ecme up with muscle work that’s 
well off the beaten track. They’re 
comparatively smooth, and at this 


‘ 


catching evoked audible gasps with | 


‘Crazy Show of 1941’ with Milt| the ease with which they perform 


Britton Orch (9), Helen Pammer, 


Tommy Rafferty, Patricia Ellis, Joe | 


Britton, Tito, Three Sailors: ‘You’re 
the One’ (Par). 





Milt Britton brings his musical 
whacks here this sesh and the com- 
bination of goofy goings-on and 
snappy terping, plus the oomphish 
| Patricia Ellis, adds up to entertain- 
ment well-worth the 68c top admish. 

Everybody in the house, including 
the ushers, stagehands, pit crew and 
electricians, are enlisted in the cast. 
It’s as nutty as a Christmas fruit- 
cake. At odd moments stray people 
come up out of the orchestra, walk 
all over the stage, talk to the musi- 
cians, chase the femme performers 
back of the wings, and through it all 
| maestro Britton presides strictly 
| deadpan. 

Netting the bulk of the laughs is 
|red-headed Tommy Raferty, who’s 
'an able hoofer, mimic and straight 


difficult lifts, ete. Latter comment 
|can be taken literally. They make 
some tricks look too easy. A little 


| more showmanship is needed. 


Poor material hurts Van. He’s 
okay in getting off ‘All in Favor Say 
Aye’ and ‘McNamara’s Band,’ but his 
gags could stand brushing and his 
finale imitations of Herbert Mar- 
shall and Henry Armetta could be 
clipped. 


and ‘That’s for Me’ are lukewarm. 


tount for a neat few minutes even 
though the routines she uses are| 
nothing startling. Tees it off with! 


a tap based on Latin tempoes, shifts 
to a high kick terp bit to ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ goes back again 
Similar to the opener, then off. 


Miss Kane, away more or less 
'from show biz for sometime, does 
her best work on opening with ‘Ma, 


‘Pass 


Sugar,’ is only 


an original, 


| ferty’s noggin for ‘The Anvil Chorus.’ | S0-so as is the imitation of Harry 


| Rafferty’s eccentric dancing is also | Lauder. 


| one of the show’s high spots. 


the groan-box, clicking with a swing | 

| arrangement of ‘Dark Eyes’ 
‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 
foil of many of the screwy gags that 
dot the 55-minute stage show. 


| has ear-soothing pipes and_ snags | 
| plenty of palm-thumping with her 


and ‘| 
|Cried for You.’ ? 
| Helen Pammer 


is adequate with 
} her whirling taps. 


Personable, she} 


and; ton Up Your Overcoat.’ 
He’s also the! plenty attractive. 





Tops it with old melodies 
associated with her, including ‘That’s 


Tito has his serious moments with , My Weakness,’ ‘I Wanna Be Bad,’ ‘I 


Want to Be Loved By You’ and ‘But- 
She’s still 


Nothing has 


been changed in 
Blue’s turn. 


Opens with a crossfire 


dancehall-hostess bit, followed by 
the Russian comedy terps and the 
finale minuet. Everything clicks 
solidly, however, and he spends an 


as leader of the band, 


Biz strong. Wood 


Former is a} 


Deepness in| 


giv- | 


‘Boogie’? Date here follows a 


He’s on too long anyway. | 
Parodies on ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ | 


Educated feet of Miss Mayfair ac- | 


to a bit} 


STATE, N. Y. 


Benny Fields, Ciro Rimac Orch, 
Joey Rardin, Cartier Sisters, Alzira 
| Camargo, Charley Boy, Chinita, Es- 
'trellita Pena; ‘Back Street’ (U), 








He’s been here before and lots of 
other places on Broadway, including 
‘night clubs, but that minstrel fel- 
low, Benny Fields, is always wel- 
come. An art that has been ne- 
glected, Fields’ minstrelsy way of 
‘selling songs—even Old ones—is a 
‘refreshing relief at all times. He 
'does much to make an otherwise 
rather ordinary show worth seeing. 
A last-minute disappointment re- 
| duced the bill to four acts, includ- 
jing the Ciro Rimac orchestra, with 
| the comedy turn of Cass, Owen and 
| Topsy unable to open due to illness 
| (details in vaudeville section). 


Fields is on third and when 
caught Thursday night (20) did six 
numbers, holding the stage 23 mins. 
He opens with ‘Fifth Avenue,’ ex- 
ceedingly well sold, and_ then 
launches into ‘Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square.’ This one is a bit 
worn, but that’s no handicap to the 
veteran performer. A_ flag-waver 








' follows and toward the stretch he 


|ecomes up with ‘Melancholy Baby,’ 
and an old standby, 
\‘Lullaby of Broadway,’ his special 
| arrangement of which is tops. 

Stint of the Rimac orchestra, on 
too long, is as much in minutes (36) 
as often demanded by picture 
houses for the entire show. Rhumba 

|outfit of 11 pieces is hardly in the 
power division and some of the en- 
'tertaining features, including the 
|clowning and dancing by Rimac 
| himself, are short of socky. Rimac 
'works into an Argentine rhumba 
|and a Brazilian ‘zombie,’ as he calls 
\it. He also does a challenge dance 
| with Charley Boy, one of the men 
from his orchestra. His two spe- 
cialty dancers are Chinita, who fig- 
| ures in a Mexican number, and Es- 
trellita Pena, on early in a routine 
| with Rimac. 


| Alzira Camargo, Brazilian singer, 
does three songs in the rhumba col- 
umn. She's on much too long. Gal 
also figures in the finale with the 
two dancers. 


Joey Rardin (New Acts in Thea- 
tres), doing imitations and some hot 
trumpeting, is slotted No. 2. 


The Cartier Sisters, aerialists, 
open. Their work includes iron- 
jaw. Got across __ satisfactorily 


Thursday night. 
Business good on the first show 
Thursday evening (20). Char. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, March 22. 


Matty Malneck Orch (8); Lester 
Harding, Larry Sheridan, Marvelle, 
House Line: ‘Meet The Chump’ (U). 


House has some topflight enter- 
tainment in Matty Malneck, ultra 
modern little orchestra. While 
Malneck is doing satisfactorily as an 
attraction, the local patrons aren’t 
hep to his picture and Coast rep, 
and wicket spinning isn't all it 
should be, nor is response from the 
audience what the music merits, 
fortnight at the 
' Hotel Muehlebach, and, these two 
| being his first bookings in K.C., it’s 
| understandable that the natives have 
| only begun to realize what good en- 
| tertainment they’ ’e had only about 
| the time the crew has left town. 


To begin with Malneck and his 
seven men are intermixed with six 
men from Herb Six’s house crew, 
and the leadoff on ‘Hawaiian Chant’ 
sounds like another good orchestra 
to the audience. When they swing 
through a medley of ‘I Hear a 
| Rhapsody,’ ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ 
land ‘Down Argentine Way’ it’s still 
ja stage orchestra to the patrons. A 
neat semi-shag by the line and 
Marvelle as a sad entry from the 
amateur ranks maintain the illusion. 

Midshow, when Malneck gets his 
own intimate ensemble to work full 
|steam on ‘Sweet Chariot,’ audience 








|realizes this is something different. 
By the time the Malneck orch goes 
through its recorded arrangements 
of a Debussy number and the 
‘William Tell Overture,’ audience is 
hep that it’s not only different but 
good, And to sock it home Malneck 
| winds up a 15-minute session with 
|*Anvil Chorus’ and ‘Whistler and His 
Dog,’ changed just a little bit. Then 
the audience has tumbled that it’s @ 
modern rhythm played by a set of 
excellent musicians. It's almost, 
though not completely, over the 
heads of the patrons. 


From there out it’s a matter of 
closing the show with a solo tap 
routine, first in singie time, then in 
double, to ‘Tea for Two’ by Larry 
| Sheridan, and followed by a ballet 
|sin number from the line. Baritone 





singing solo by Lester Harding is 
' saved for the close and he pipes out 
| ‘My Heart Stood Still.” He combines 


Miss Ellis, honey-haired film beaut, | Of gags with a straight, then into his} with the Malneck crew to end the 


40 minutes on ‘Stairway to the 
| Stars,” composition and therne song 
;of the headliner. Only possible 


| criticism of the Malneck crew would 


|}extra few minutes, clowning around | be of Milton Delugg, who detracts 


accordian work with 


Quin. 


from his ace 
i overmugging. 
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STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 21, 
Martha Raye, Johnny Woods, 8 
Swifts, Will and Gladys Ahern, 
Christianas (6), Max Adkins Orch) 
(16);"Maisie Was a Lady’ (M-G). 








Since Martha Raye last played this 
WB deluxer in December, 1939, she’s 
made another flicker, ‘Boys From | 
Syracuse’ (U), chalked up a Broad- 
way clickeroo in Al Jolson’s ‘Hold 
On To Your Hats’ and done a six- 
week stretch at Miami’s Royal Palm 
Club. All of which has added to her 
rep and potency at b.o. Hardly like- 
ly, however, that she'll top her pre- 
vious near-record inasmuch as that | 
was registered during a_ holiday | 
week and this time she’s right in the 

jiddle of Lent, and with little screen 

elp. Before the Raye booking was 
made, ‘Maisie Was A Lady’ (M-G) 
had been listed for a double-feature 
showing at the Warner. 

Comedienne came here directly | 
from Miami for opening of her new | 
personal tour (six weeks) and as a) 
result first show was just a bit rough. | 
age however, are all of sock cali- | 


| 


re and once routining grows a little | 
more spontaneous, and the music is 
straightened out, unit should rate 

retty well with Miss Raye’s last} 
oot. which was one of the bright- | 
est presentations to come this way in | 
a long time. 

Raye gal is, a¥ always, a socko! 
entertainer and combines all the best | 
features of a clown, roustabout, dy- | 
namo and music hall soubret. For | 
one thin she has the uncanny knack | 
of getting on intimate terms with her 
audience before five seconds have 
elapsed and their collaboration 
thereafter is the sort of thing every- 
body on the stage has dreamed about 
but few, either by reason of person- 
ality or talent, have ever been able 
to achieve. She knocks herself out 
all over the place, kidding herself, 
throwing kisses at the customers, 
salaaming to them when they've 
been unusually enthusiastic and act- 
ually has the mob eating right out 
of her hand. Even fact that she was 
hoking things up bit more than was} 
necessary this afternoon made no} 
difference to crowd, so well had she 
sold herself to them at the start. | 
With Les Barnett at piano, she 

ives out with ‘Great Day Manana,’ | 
te ‘Hold On to Your Hats’; Mr. 
Paganini’ and ‘Five O'Clock Whistle,’ 
all socks. A little less of the antic, 
however, would permit another 
number, which Miss Raye could | 
wisely use. 

With Max Adkins’ house orch on} 
stage, show gets under way with} 
band on ‘Bugle Call Rag,’ highlighted | 
by Adkins’ clarineting, and then goes 
right into Christianas, five men and 
@ gal in an acrobatic-tumbling turn 
that’s the last word. Stopped the} 
show colder than an air-conditioned | 
{gloo and frankly made it bit diffi- | 
cult for things to go on, unusual for 
an opening act. Their last trick, 
when a fourth man is catapulted into 
the hands of top fellow in a three- 
man high group, is absolutely impos- 
sible (almost impossible, anyway) 
and it’s a safe bet half of the cus- 
tomers even now still don’t believe 
they saw it. Will and Cladys Ahern 

ot only had to follow Christianas, 

ut they also had to put up with 
sloppy musical. accompaniment, 
which made it doubly hard on them. | 
Managed to cover up nicely though 
and dogged their way to a click 
nevertheless with songs, dances, 
chatter and roping. Will, of course, 
is backbone of act, a veteran who's 
improving with age, and femme | 
partner (a new one since he was last | 
around) is so easy on the eyes that | 
anything she does is strictly gravy. 

Adkins’ band. gets another inning 
here with ‘Hawaiian War Chant,’ 
featuring a corking reed quintet, and | 
then Johnny Woods, who also m.c.s, 
delivers his specialty, session of 
radio mimicry. Unfortunate booking 

ringing in Woods like this, right 
after Al Bernie, another impersona- 
tor. Makes for too much sameness. | 
Woods is personable and okay but 
material and subjects for his lam- 
poons are wearing slightly thin in 
these diggings, where he’s done the 
Same act so many times. Preceding 
Miss Raye, who closes, 3 Swifts mop 
up with their comedy juggling, get- | 
ting plenty of laughs and their share 
of gasps when boys begin whizzing 
the clubs past each other’s ears. 

Opening show’s biz fine, with prac- 
ticaliy a full house. Cohen, 


Caen, me ¥e 
Benny Ross, Maxine Stone, Emile 
and Eugene Nathane, Irving Kauf- 
man (‘Gaston’), Three Sparks, Bea 
Wain, Chorus (16), House Orch with 


Zinn Arthur; ‘Three Faces West’ 
(Rep). 














This ancient house just off Union 
Square, on East 14th Street, is trying 
to make a go of it with bargain- 
price, split-week vaude and B films. 
Besides the feature picture, the bill 
includes shorts, newsreel, five acts, 

Ouse chorus and houseband—all for 
35c. top, plus tax. It'll take lively 
turnover to pay off at that rate—and 
Monday (24) night’s house was 
meagre pickings. 

_, show itself might be fair enough 
if the presentation were adequate. 
But the sound system is faulty, the 
lighting is bad, the drapes and cos- 
tumes are inferior and the house 


tappers. 


| the 
| doesn’t get 
The management gives him} 
a spot of his own between trailers, | 


orchestra and chorus are 


still plenty 
rough. Repeated shows 


and re- 


hearsals may smooth the latter two! 
ingredients, but the physical layout | 
, Seems a tougher problem. 


appear to be the usual neighborhood 
mob—a pushover for hoke and al- 
Ways ready with scattered loud 
laughs for blue stuff, 


Present show is a curious combina- | 


tion of vintage and modern acts. 
Bea Wain, vocalist on the Lucky 
Strike ‘Hit Parade’ and who has 
personaled at the Paramount, N. Y., 
has the closing spot. But such acts 
as Emile and Eugene Nathane and 


Irving Kaufman are in the Variety | 
| files as being caught 20-odd years 


ago. Benny Ross and Maxine Stone 
have been around almost that long. 
Only unfamiliar turn is the Three 
Sparks (New Acts), passable male 
Chorus isn’t bad looking, 
though woefully shy on precision. 
Miss Wain sang four numbers at 


show caught, managing not to dis- | 


grace herself despite the sound sys- 
tem, lighting, orchestra and the slim 
house. 
ability. 
somed into a sort of notorious char- 
acter lately as the incredibly corny 
‘Gaston’ of the Chateau Martin wine 
spot announcements on radio, ap- 
peared ill at ease despite his exten- 
sive vaude background. Had to read 
some of his 
Old.Ooo S. A.’ verses, then switched 
to a succession of Hebe, Irish, Chi- 
nese, Italian and Negro dialects, be- 
sides doing a takeoff of various radio 
commercials and personalities. Uses 
a blonde femme piano accompanist. 

Benny Ross went through the mo- 
tions of singing a couple of songs at 
this catching, besides delivering mild 
comedy and doing the m.c. assign- 
ment. His regular partner, blonde, 


languid Maxine Stone, does her usual | 
tired foil act. Nathane brothers, who | 


have been doing acrobatic stuff in 
various combinations for more than 


Audiences | 


It was a tribute to her| 
Kaufman, who has blos- | 


‘Nuts About the Good | 


CHICAGO, CHI 


Chicago, March 21. 
Singing Marines (10), Three Non- 
chalants, George Tapps, Cynda 
Glenn, Vivien Faye, Dorothy Hild 
| Ballet (16): ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). 
| This is the holdover session for 
the flicker and not much can be ex- 
pected in the way of boxoffice 
Stage bill, too, holds little outlook 





| 
| 


pressing hope that information 


rival in U. S. of Col. Bill Donovan, 
who limits himself to statement ex- 
gar- 


;nered on tour abroad will be of help 


for boxoffice attraction and must be | 


content to entertain the run of cus- 
tomers. 

Dorothy Hild ballet is particularly 

impressive this week. Miss Hild’s 
work has been steadily improving 
and at present her line work is out- 
Standing and is of considerabte im- 
portance to the Chicago stage. 
Singing Marines are typical for this 
‘house, but are content with quite 
ordinary singing chores, tonsilling 
snatches from the same mine of 
operettas, ‘Vagabond King,’ ‘New 
Moon’ and others of that ilk. It’s all 
getting somewhat = shoddy. This 
group has appearance but little else; 
and certainly neither originality nor 
polish. 

Standard for some time are the 
| Three Nonchalants, an acrobatic turn 
gone comic. Their tricks are stead- 
ily coming to play second-fiddle to 
their clowning and that should be 
okay. The one comic of the trio has 
good talk and manner and gets ove! 
well. Tricks are satisfactory. 

George Tapps is also standard and, 
in his line, also capable of turning in 


,a good account of himself. Well 
|trained and with good dancing 


| foundation, Tapps comes in splendid- 
ily on all his dancing stunts, being 


|especially socko in his intricate 
| Spanish number. But he’s not a 
comedian, and his occasional at- 


tempts at satirical comedy fall flat. 


| For solid and audience-rocking 
| Satirical comedy there is Cynda 


20 years, contribute violin and man- Glenn, a performer with really deft 


dolin playing as they tumble and/or | impressions. 


balance. 


Probably all the acts would look | 


much better in a first class spot, but 
at a 35c. top it’s a fair show even 
here. Hobe. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 21 
‘Screwbalis of 1941’ with Four 
Franks,, Al Verdi, Ted Lester, Don 
Rice, Wilbur Hall, Five Ambassadors, 





Jack Powell, Eddie Land, Eve Ross | 


Girls (10): ‘Murder Among Friends’ 
(20th). 





Someone had a good idea when 


he put this show together. The idea 
evidently was to put out a unit of 
vaude acts but to disguise the pres- 
entation in display ads and on the 
stage to give the public the Impres- 
sion that it was seeing a revue. The 


| knowledge that vaude no longer has 


an appeal at the boxoffice is no 
tn show business, but the fact 
that vaude acts have been cleverly 
employed, as evidenced in the cur- 
rent bill at the Lyric, 
of a pat on the back. 
The entire company is present o 
the stage orchestra platform. Aroun 
the Five Ambassadors, who are reg- 


sicié nd do nothing else | ; 
ular musicians a Pera Peed Aging Ghegon Any Ay 


but follow the score, are place 
musical vaude acts. These turns not 


|only perform their own specialties 


down front, but also play the music 
for their fellow performers. 


Don Rice, comedian, who m J.’s and 
spreads his antics throughout the 
run of the show with the help of a 
stooge. 

Eddie Land is current v 
WFBM ‘Talent Parade’ 
in on the actual stage 
show. 


where he plays ‘Ida’ on the electric 


organ. This is awkward but evl-| 
dently there isn’t enough room for | 
him in the regular time. 

The line appears in the usual 
three spots. At opening with a hoop 
number, in the middle with outfits 
made to resemble accordions and 
closing with a tophat routine 
Thev're nicely outfitted and work 
well in unison. 

Ted Lester plays a succession of 
musical instruments, plucking them 
from their hiding places in his 
clothing. The Four Franks mix 
trumpet and sax playing with tap 
dancing, working plenty hard. Wor 
a nice hand. Wilbur Hall has the 
help of a woman assistant and play: 
trick musical instruments. Get: 


i/some nice comedy effects with elon- 


gated shoes which enable him to do 
some trick walking. Al Verdi alsc 
mixes comedy with fiddle and ’cello 
playing. Hefty fiddler wears 
Rice to garner laughs. Jack Powell, 
without the burnt cork, does his 
well-remembered routine on _ the 
drums, finishing with rhythm beat- 
ing of a chair and parts of the stage 


Rice is a capable m.c. While his 
material is not new, he gives it the 
works and was liked by the wit- 


nesses at show caught. 

While there’s a lot of comedy on 
the bill, show hardly deserves ihe 
tag of ‘Screwballs of 1941,’ which 
might give a prospective customer 


Johnson imitation. Running time of 
68 minutes % strong enough to stand 


on its own merits. 
Biz was fair at third show opening 
da} Fr day (21). Kiley. 


is deserving | 


Added | 
lare a line of 10 Eve Ross Girls and | 


. “o> rie . xi , 
vinner of to some semi-concert singing. 
and | 


Boy | 
Scout uniform and has the help of } 


| the idea that it’s another Olsen and | 


| 


Despite the mammoth 
auditorium she scored soundly here 
and could have stayed on all after- 
noon. For a smart theatre or nitery 
Miss Glenn is dynamite with skirts. 

Also smart and class is Vivian 
Faye, a ballerina with superb tech- 
fee and a fine flair for the average 
| 





audience. Her ability is obvious to 
any mooch and this audience ate it 
| up. 
let and the entire picture is nifty and 
worth the money. The Hild ballet 
| here showed to great advantage. 

Biz rather 
show Friday (21). 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Gold. 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Harry James Orch with Dick 
Haymes, Nancy Healy, Trixie, Kitty 


| of the Road, Sam Kaplan Pit Band; 
|‘A Man Betrayed’ (Rep). 


Four outside acts and Harry 
| James’ aggregation form a neat b.o. 
winner. Divertissement is neatly 
}paced and smooth. James band, a 





n|\ great fave here, is restricted to a 
d| few of its own numbers and backing 


up the acts. 
First act out is Nancy Healy. Per- 


sells neatly on the hoof with varied 
tapping routines, waltz, rnumba, jive 
and conga. Trixie, blonde eyeful, 
practically stops the show with ball 
juggling. Flashing a_ personality 
smile, gal easily wins pew pur- 
|chasers with her dexterity. 

| Kitty Carlisle, after a brief cross- 
i fire bit with James, gets herself off 
Got 
nice response. Clicks on ‘Down Ar- 
gentine Way,’ ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris’ and a medley of waltz tunes. 
Latter have more sentimental ap- 
| peal to oldsters than to jiveconscious 
youngsters in to see and hear James. 


James crew is playing sweeter 
music than on prior occasions here. 
However, it holds in reserve a 
couple of bounce numbers for the 
jive addicts. Maestro relegates all 
of his time to waving baton or 
trumpetin’. Does latter niftily. H 
solo of ‘Carnival of Venice’ is in 
particular a winner. Dick Hayme 
Dana vocalist, 1s another renre 
seller. A heart throb to the dame 
he easily peddles ‘All or Nothing,’ 
‘Tll Get By’ and ‘Nightingale Sai 
in Berkeley Square.’ Hank Lawso: 
and H Knights of the Road (5) 
(New Acts), hillbilly act, out of local 
ine radio net f nd re or ] 
to the ] Q nd he ( 
palm patte: Ec} 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 

War stuff, as usual, dominates this 
bill, being confined chiefly to miscel- 
laneous army maneuvers both in the 
U. S. and abroad. Routine pictorial 
material embraces mechanization of 
U. S. cavalry, shots of of the 
7,000 flying cadets in training (U), 
and anti-aircraft practice at Camp 
Edwards (U). 

Highlight of the compilation 
President Roosevelt’s speech (Par) 
in which he pledges all-out aid to 
Britain. The President’s speech, 
laid down in familiar, vigorous and 
im; ressive manner, is gripping and 
stimulating. 





some 


propriately leads into a series of 
nine clips dealing with various 
phaces of defense, ending with ar- 


in American defense plans. 


The President again holds the 
spotlight further along in the reel 


With acceptance of the Mellon-Kress 
art collections for the Washington 
art gallery (M-G). Talk here again 
stresses that nation*is preparing to 
defend the science, culture and art 
which thinking men have given the 
world. 

Clip showing new army 
cars going at breakneck speed and 


bantam 


| virtually flying over difficult terrain 


inspires interest and laughs. At- 
tention is also focused on 


heavy duty trucks tested through 


several feet of mud and over con- | 
Boys | 
in uniform practise with Stalinian | 


crete slab obstacles (Pathe). 


, cocktails and show how river cross- 


|ings can be made at high speed via 


| 


She is on with a Viennese bal- | 


horses, 


In England it’s strictly bayonet 
charging practice by the vast army. 
prepared to resist Nazi invasion 
| (Fox), plus a visit of the King and 
Queen to Glasgow. Spot news is at 
}a premium, The successful British 
|foray against the Lofsten islands 
|(Par), where Norwegian oil re- 
| fineries under control of the Nazis 
; were destroyed, was handled in the 
manner of a travelog, instead of the 





dangerous and exciting mission it 
obviously was Among other war | 


| clips there’s a shot of the last U. S. 


destroyers delivered to Great Britain | 


and the launching of two new sea- 
plane tenders at Boston (U), first of 
| 16 being built for U. S. defense. 
News highlights of 10 and 25 years 
ago are rather dull. Mori. 





HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, March 23. 
The Juvelys (2), Radio Aces (3), 
Fanny and Kitty Watson, Milt Herth 
| Trio, Phil Lampkin House Orch (12); 
‘Girl, Guy and Gob’ (RKO). 


After a session of bands, current 





return to straight vaude is a re- 
freshing change for the better. 
Adroitly selected, four acts blend 


inicely into entertaining setto high- 


lighted considerably by the socko 

contribution of Fannie and Kitty 

| Watson. 
Standard sister team of vaude’s 


flabby at the second | heyday smack out a surefire session 
reminiscent of ‘big time’ at its best. | 


No phoney nostalgia, no leaning on 
any ‘remember when’ stuff, the Wat- 
{son turn stands on its own and earns 
a solid showsiopping niche entirely 
on its merits, giving the entire 


Hartford, March 23... |@0ings here this week an assurance 


and stature not often accomplished 


| in present four-a-day stage setups. 


| Carlisle, Hank Lawson and Knights | 


The Roosevelt talk ap- | 


‘ 


Punchy is the opening by Juvelys, 
mixed twosome of balancers who 
sel] in novel style their flashy head- 
to-head stuff to set matters for the 
Radio Aces in the deuce. Trio of 
| nice appearing lads have developed 
into a highlv »1tertaining turn, gar- 
nering the most out of their three- 
way vocalizing. Utilizing specially 
written material and arrangements 
throughout, trio whacks out ‘Let the 
Rhythm Go to Your Feet,’ a version 
of a Negro prayer meeting, and a 
|medley of Victor Herbert tunes in 
| jive, which earns an encore 


| radio characteritzations. 
Perfectly blended 
|liarly highpitched 


in their pecu- 
harmony, Aces 


| could get more out of wome extended | 


| legit vocalizing as a change of pace 
lin their current stint, which is a bit 
|} overboard on jive. 
Announced as celebrating their 
| 25th anniversary as a sister team, 
the Watsons enter to a rousing re- 
ception and take hold from the very 
|}tee off with a session of gagging, 
perfectly-timed and punched over 
to the hilt. Mix in vocals of ‘Glad 


That We're Living on American 
Plan’ and special lyric of ‘I’m No- 
body’s Baby.’ Here is a lesson in| 
delivery and finish for presentday 
performers attempting patter. 

Milt Herth Trio close with session 
of swingology as rendecredon an 
electric organ, piano and drums 
Herth manage to ichieve some 
novel licks on the organ, with sup- 
port by the pianist and drummer, 
excellent throughout Drummer in- 
terpolate an arrangement of ‘Dark 
Eves’ on the rimbaphone, which 
proves a welcome change of mood 
and tempo. Repertory here include 
wing versior of ‘The Anvil 
Choi * ‘Whistler and His Doe’ and 
‘The Sheik of Araby,’ Boogie-woogie 
version of ‘St. Louis Blues’ by pian- 
ist. IS a nice spot. 

Biz entirely okay when caught on 


second show Saturday (22). Burm. 


Geo. Bannan Turns Up 
Van Wert, O., March 25. 
Mystery of the disappearance of 
George Bannan, former manager of 
Schine’s Van Wert theatre here, who 


was not heard from since Feb. 21, 
when he was last seen at Fort 
Wayne, Ind., has just been solved. 


Bannan wrote the selective service 


board here that he had had a mental ! 


lapse and that when he recovered 
he found himself in Houston, Tex. 

He had lost his wallet, money and 
registration card, and wrote to 
learn proper precedure to obtain a 
new one. 


extra- | 


of a 
| tricky potpourri of comicstrip and 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, March 22, 
.Will Bradley's Orch, Terry Allen 
Knight Sisters, Rau McKinley Sibyl 


Bowan, Lynn Gardner, Hal LeRoy: 
| ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), 
| It may be because the Palace’s 


regular tollowing has been jived to 
death by almost continuous pro- 
cession of big-name bands—at any 
rate, Will Bradley’s jump crew is 
not getting the terrific reaction ex- 
pected on its virginal appearance at 


|this RKO deluxe: 
heating 
bse 


With Artie Shaw's 
up the screen department in 
Chorus,’ it overloads entire bill with 
much swing music that it would 
jade the appetites of anybody but 
the most fanatic jitterburgs. It's not 
such hot booking. Yet, Nat Holt, 
division chief, showed shrewdness in 
spotting Sibyl! Bowar and Hal LeRoy 
in show as trouble-shooters. They 
not only spice it with the variety 
and showmanship that the Bradley 
boys haven't yet acquired, but they 
also pulled them through one of the 
most ragged openings of the local 
season, 
Lack of time for proper rehearsal 
|} jerked up all cues, but layout was 
| whipped up at a sharper pace after 
the first performi nce. Although 
styled more for ballrooms than such 
'a big vaude house as this, troupe 
gives the young jiving clique a col- 
lective case of hot tootsies when it 
begins rolling out ‘Beat Me Daddy’ 
land ‘Scrub Me Mama’ with its best 
| boogie ticks, 
| Masterly  skin-beating work by 
ion McKinley, who socks drums ag 
! 


an 


outht 


SO 


emphatically as he chants the band’s 
trademarked wacky tures, is the 
most spectacular number that gets a 
big nod from even the nonswingers. 
Freddie Slack'’s shck piano work 
adds more color and the hot or sweet 
| notes that come scampering out of 

Bradley’s trombone are something 
that localites don’t get every day. 

As long as his trombone and 
trumpet are tearing off solidly de- 
livered, torrid boogie-woogie stuff, 
it’s an ear-holding™ ensemble: but 
when it goes ickey, there's a distinct 
letdown. Terry Allen still unloosens 
a nice baritone (Berkeley Square’) 
although management threatens to 
declare an open shooting season on 
anybody who does the worn-out 
latter hereafter. Lynn Gardner's a 
cutie whose ‘Down Argentine Way’ 
is so-so, but who whams them with 
j}amusingly clever version of ‘Fresh as 
la Daisy.’ 

Inspired mimicry by Miss Bowan, 
who could play here a dozen times 
}a year and yet be in demand, puts a 
| rib-pounding wallop into the musical 
shindig. Impersonator shows no 
signs of slowing up or losing her 
| gift for scathing satire in breezy 
caricatures of Bea Lillie, Eleanor 
| Roosevelt or the Limehouse bathing 
belle. 











LeRoy is socko in tricky taps. 
Effortless manner fascinates, but 
crowds undoubtedly would rave 


louder if he made his routines seem 
tougher The Knight Sisters (2) get 
by in an acro turn, 
Friday (21) attendance below par. 
Pullen. 











Reefer ‘Clients’ 


—apeeOntinued from page 2 el 











sion and the huge quantity of mari- 
juana seized was sufficient evidence. 
AFM Wants Details 

Following Carroll’s confession of 
| widespread sale of marijuana to mu- 
| sicians, he was interviewed by Jack 
|Ferentz, president of the Detroit 
Musicians’ local, who sought to ob- 
tain from him the names of those 
| previously confided to the Federal 
narcotic agents. 


‘We have had some complaints 
from the police that a few of our 
members, especially those playing 
vith so-called hot bands, are smok- 
ing marijuana,’ Ferentz said, ‘and 
I'm going to find out which, if any, 
Detroit musicians are involved.’ 

Carroll refused to name any local 
plavers but was willing to talk about 
members of touring bands. 

‘Such charges and the constant 
marijuana rumor fs no good for us 
musicians,’ Ferentz added, ‘and that’s 
the reason the board of our union 
passed a resolution in February call- 
ing for the expulsion of any mem- 
ber caught smoking the weed. That 


*means they are not only through as 
professional musicians in this town 
but the whole country.’ 

One of Carroll's statements to the 
agents was that musicians given to 
smoking loco weed frequently wore 
glasses to prevent orch leaders from 
detecting them through telltale eyes. 


DICK DICKSON STICKS 
Hollywood, March 25 

Dick Dickson is sticking with Fox 
West-Coast as district manager, after 
announcing he would join Harry 
Sherman in production of ‘Hopalong 
Cassidy’ picture 

He changed his mind 


j witl Charles Sk 
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Gov't Winds Up Its Case Vs. Schenck: 
U.S. Agent Admits No Fraud Found 





Government prosecution of Joseph 
M. Schenck and Joseph H. Mosko- 
witz, chairman of the board and east- 
ern representative of 20th Century- 
Fox Film Corp., closed yesterday 
(Tuesday) in N. Y. federal court 
with Lawrence W. Gibney, U. S. in- 
ternal revenue agent, on the stand 
under cross-examination by defense 
counsel Harold H. Corbin. 

The witness, who had been taken 
through a protracted examination by 
the prosecuting U. S. attorney, 
Mathias F. Correa, almost became a 
total loss to the Government when 
he was forced to admit under cross- 
examination that practically all of 
the figures on which Correa had la- 
bored so painstakingly were the di- 
rect brainchild of the prosecutor, 
and that he, Gibney, had had nothing 
to do with them. 

The witness also admitted in sev- 
eral cases that Schenck had over- 
paid on several items which could 
legally have been deductable. A 
couple of these included interest 
paid, on which $1,447 could have 
been deducted, and $2,192 on several 
other items. Once having broken 
down the Government’s witness, Cor- 
bin continued te pound on each item, 
the witness being forced each time 
to admit that the figures had been 
‘ordered by Correa.’ After a discus- 
sion of one $5,000 item on a stock 
loss, which Gibney had refused to 
allow Schenck on orders of Correa, 
the defense counsel broke into a dis- 
gusted snort. 

The morning session had included 
some excessively dull testimony in 
which Gibney, who will probably be 
on the stand for several days, traced 
the 1937 deductions and ‘corrections’ 
he had made in Schenck’s return. He 
also talked about ‘the Roland West 
transaction,’ saying he ‘visited 
Schenck in his office with another 
Government investigator to find out 
the meaning of a $15,000 check. 
Schenck ‘explained the stock deal 
whereby he had sold the Agua Cal- 
iente stock to West for $50,000, and 
said that West was unable to make 
the payments of the loan which 
Schenck had arranged for him to 
purchase the stock, so Schenck paid 
it. Schenck told the U. S. agent 
that West was his protege, and he 
did not want him to lose any money 
on the deal. 

Under cross-examination, Gibney 
stated that in no instance could he 
find: any trace of fraud, concanxlment, 
evasion or forgery in &chenck’s 
books. 

At the start of the day, a formal 
call for Alfred C. Blumenthal, the 
realty 
Schenck, was made in court but no 
response was in evidence. Blumen- 
thal is understood to be in Mexico, 
where he was served with a sub- 
poena calling for his appearance as 
a witness. Whether a bench 
rant would be issued has not been 
decided. 

The Government case having 
wound up, as soon as defense coun- 
sel Corbin finishes his cross-exam- 
ination, applications to strike parts 
of the U. S. complaint will be made, 
and then defense witnesses will be 
called. Among the character wit- 
nesses to be called will be Charlie 
Chaplin and Mary Pickford . 

Oftedal’s Sensation 
For the first time since the start 


of the trial the Government broke | 


away from what appeared to be a 
Publicity - seeking campaign and 


showed its teeth, mostly on Friday | 


(21), when Correa placed Alf Ofte- 
dal, Internal Revenue agent on the 
Stand. 

_ Oftedal proved to be the sensa- 
tion of the trial, when barely two 
minutes after identifying himself, 
he described a conference between 
himself, prosecutor Correa, a stenog- 
rapher and assistant U. S. attorney 


Boris Kostelanetz on one hand, and | 


Schenck, John Burns and Joseph 
Klein, attorneys for the film execu- 
tive, on the other. The witness tes- 
tifled that at the conference which 
lasted four to five hours, Schenck 
told the Government representatives 
that he had had nothing to do with 
the sale of the Jockey Club stock 
to 20th-k'ox v.p. William Goetz; that 
the entire deal had been arranged 
by Moskowitz; that he had never 
spoken to Goetz about the deal, and 
that he had not known of the deal 
for two years after it was made. 
With a satisfied smile Correa 
turned to a stunned Corbin and smil- 
ingly stated, ‘You may inquire.’ The 
enraged and  infuricted defense 
counsel roared at the witness, 


a+ 
at- 


promoter and a pal of Joe! 


war- | 


tempting to shake the story. ‘You 
realize you are putting two men in 
Jeopardy,’ he shouted. His attempts 
to shake the witness were in vain, 
for parrotlike Oftedal kept repeat- 
ing his statements, which he was 
forced to admit he had read several 
times during the past week to ‘re- 
fresh’ his memory. 


Schenck Overpaid 


Just preceding Bill Goetz on the 
stand last week was Leo Colin, In- 
ternal Revenue agent, who almost 
sank the Government boat when, 
under cross-examination by Corbin, 
he disclosed that, after going over 
Schenck’s books for 1935 in N. Y.,, 
he felt that Schenck in paying $22,- 
480 on his return had overpaid by 
$862. 

Last U. S. witness was Lawrence 
W. Gibney, Internal Revenue agent, 
who investigated Schenck’s returns 
for 1935-38. He was placed on the 
stand to testify on the various de- 
ductions taken by the executive dur- 
ing those years, and to say why 
they were not proper. Some of the 
items under discussion for the year 
1935 were Schenck’s salary, which 
was $71,989 on his return, this rep- 
resenting net, while the Government 
claimed it should be $100,009. The 
discrepency was that Schenck de- 
Gucted $32,142 in earning that sal- 
ary, with the Government willing to 
allow deductions of only $4,114. 

More Figures 

Largest of the so-called errors of 
1935 was on capital gains, on which 
Schenck reported $178,541, with the 
U. S. claiming the figure to be $468,- 
004. The executive reported a tax- 
able income of $138,460, and paid 
| $52,509, while the Government 
| claimed the actual income was $462,- 
| 622, and the tax du» it to be $242,- 
| 005. Among some of the items de- 
| ducted as business expenses were 








‘Variety’ a Legit Expense | 





Joseph M. Schenck’s subscrip- 
tions to Variery and a Coast 
trade paper were allowed by the 
Government as justified business 
expenses in testimony Monday 
(24) at the trial of the 20th-Fox 
head. 

A $10 annual subscription item 
for VARIETY was contained in a 
mountain of vouchers produced 
by revenue agent Lawrence Gib- 
ney and was one of the few de- 
ductions okayed by the U. S. 


Det. ‘Bottleneck 
On New Pix Not 











Detroit, March 25. 
At the rate product is being backed 
up here by sluggish passage through 


are developing. 

In the last month few new pic- 
tures have made their appearance 
in the downtown houses, on three 
of the four weeks only one of the 
five key houses bringing in fresh 
bills. ‘The Dictator’ has just made 
its appearance here. One of the 
houses is rolling along with ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ Two are taking 
over bills from the other first runs 
and stretching them into additional 
weeks. Even the Fox and Michigan, 
the 5,000 and 4,000-seat houses, have 
veered from their usual policy and 
have been carrying their -pictures 
two weeks. 


Bothering Mgrs. 


the first-runs some odd situations | 





. 


CAPRA’S NEW FINALE 


Riskin Rewrites ‘John Doe’ Fadeout 
Tag Pro Tem 








In response to disappointment 
voiced by both the public and news- 
paper critics at the ‘sop’ ending of 
‘Meet John Doe,’ producers Frank 
Capra and Robert Riskin have 
clipped the final footage off the film 
as it is now playing in some 20 dates 
throughout the country. They have 
eliminated a speech by Edward Ar- 
nold, who plays the newspaper pub- 
lisher and would-be fuehrer, in 
which he changes his stripes to re- 
veal he has a genuine heart after all. 

Deletion, it is understood, is mere- 
ly temporary while Riskin, who did 
the screenplay, and Capra, who di- 
rected, contrive a different finale. | 
Ending was one of their principal | 
headaches and they have a variety of | 
footage on hand to substitute. It was 
taken before the fadeout, with which 
the pic was originally released, was 
definitely decided on. 

Riskin, in a statement in Holly- 
wood, said the changes are being 
made as the result of letters, personal 
criticism and audience behavior in 
New York and Hollywood. 


M’W’KEE LOOKS AHEAD 
TO LEGION CONVENSH 


Milwaukee, March 25. 








White Collar Workers’ Guild, 2500 > 
Employees, Sets Studio Demands 





Hollywood, March 25. 


Demands of white collar workers 
in picture studios for minimum wage 
scales ranging from $25 to $87 
weekly are being negotiated this 
week by major studios and the 


| Screen Office Employes Guild, rep- 
| resenting 2,500 employes. 


Deal calls 
for a Guild Shop, time-and-a-half 
after eight hours in any one day and 
after 40 hours in any one week, 
double time after 12 hours daily and 
after eight hours on Sundays and 
holidays. 

Proposed contracts call for a be- 
ginner’s wage, with automatic in- 
creases every year for three years, 
sick leave and vacations with pay. 
Workers have been divided into eight 
classifications beginning with mes- 
sengers at $25 a week and winding 
up with skilled clerical workers at 
$87. Demands provide for severance 
pay of two weeks after one year’s 
employment, with an _ additional 
week’s pay, up to 11 weeks, for each 
year’s employment. It also calls for 
an aditional 33144% above the mini- 
mum for distant location assign- 
ments and 7c per mile for employees 
who use their own cars, 

Huddles are being held separately 
with each studio but the demands 
are uniform throughout the film in- 
dustry. SOEG has already been de- 
signed by the National Labor Re- 
lations Board as the collective bar- 
gaining agent for clerical workers. 

Kenneth Howard continues as exe 
ecutive secretary of the Los Angeles 
local of the American Guild of Var- 
iety Artists, following a meeting of 
the directors, who announced: 








Business, thus far un-hit by Lent, 
has warranted the continued runs 
downtown. 

However, out in the neighbor- 





| hoods plenty of the managers are 
| beefing because they haven't been 


‘his chauffeur’s salary of $3,600, ho- | able to book proferly because bills 


| tels, meals, railroad expenses, flow- 
ers, entertainment, etc. For the most 
part the Government is unwilling to 
grant deductions of any sort to the 
| executive. 
The year 1936 is somewhat sim- 
ilar, the U. S. claiming 
earned $522,473, and should have: 
paid a $321,834 tax against the $433,- 
| 906 which Schenck claims to have 
earned, with a $257,636 tax paid. 
| Uncie Sam’s Claims 
| In 1937 Schenck reported a net 
| taxable income of $356,253 and paid 
$202,621, but Uncle Sam claims it 
should have been $575,365 and a tax 
paid of $360,974. A big battle de- 
veloped here over salary, the film 
| executive reporting a salary of $118,- 
| 080, and $89,385 spent in ‘expenses 
incurred in earning compensation as 
executive of 20th-Fox, not reim- 
bursed.’ Many of these expenses ap- 
peared twice, one on the N. Y. books 
and again in California, while others 
were paid for by the studio, the Gov- 
ernment alleges. 

Some of the expenses deducted 
| 100% by the executive, according to 
Government figures, all of which 
were scoffed at and objected to by 
defense counsel, were $1,596 in ho- 


a 
a 


tel expenses, $1,393 in a European 
trip, $1,859 in transportation ex- 
| penses, $2,274 for a bill at the 


Sherry-Netherland hotel, $1,430 as a 


Christmas bonus, $1,328 in cafe ex- | 


| penses, $1,445 in flower expenses, 
1 $5,000 for the rent of the Palm 
| Springs house, $87,732 in yacht ex- 


penses, etc. 

Some other items included the 
$100,000 Bioff loan, which the Gov- 
ernment clain S Was not entered 


when repaid by Bioff, and a loss on 
the loan out of Schenck’s yacht to 
20th-Fox, on which he received $25,- 
511 and which cost him $29,244 for 


Schenck | 


| munitions program money is begin- 








| 





|haven’t moved out through the 
prior-runs. But their protests aren’t 
| too hearty for looking ahead farther 
they can see plenty of compensation. | 
| With several of the major picture 
| deals completed late here, the prod- 
| uct slowed down, the sharper boys | 
are figuring they will be sitting | 
pretty in September when the new 
blockbooking under the decree comes | 
in. There will be plenty of the} 
year’s product backup so they will | 
be in a nice position for being 
choosey about the blocks submitted. 

There also is another strong pos- | 
sibility induced by the fact the| 





ning to make itself felt here, com- 
bined with the new gap in playing 
time, that Detroit, solidly double- 
feature the last few years, will make 
the break back to solo pictures. The 
time is ripe for it and the situation 
good. 


Judge Manton-Fox. 
Echo in Academy 
Of Music, N.Y., Suit 


An applicatjon by Robert Aron-| 
stein, creditor of Fox Theatres Corp., 
to set aside the sale of the Academy 


| 





|of Music on 14th street, N. Y., to! 
Skouras Theatres Corp., as result of | 
the investigation and criminal 
charges being brought by the U. S. 
against Skouras Theatres involving 
the deal, was denied Friday (21) by} 
senior federal Judge John C. Knox 
who will allow a renewal] after the 
criminal action is tried. . The plea 


the period of time it was lent out. | 


Legal fees, car depreciation, gas, oil, 


| repairs, and a $4,000 salary to an 
assistant were also included, says 
| the U. S. 


The defense listened patiently to 
all this and jis prepared with its own 
tax expevts and other testimony to 
| refute these broad charges, defense 
counsel intimate. 


Marks Bros.’ Tax Jam 








Chicago, March 25. 
Mayer and Louis Marks, brothers 
who were formerly key indie theatre 
circuit operators in Chicago before 
selling out to Balaban & Katz, last 
week pleaded guilty to one count in 
an income tax evasion indictment. 





|p 


This indictment is on charges of 
false returns in offering tax compro- 
mise for 1928 income. 

Court has set April 28 for final dis- 


sal of case. 


had been opposed by the Fox Thea- 
tres trustees, who are also preparing 
to start civil action, and who claimed 
Aronstein was usurping their duties 


Fox Theatres sold its assets in the 
| Academy in a sealed bid to Skouras 
for $155,000. The Government 





charges that bid was fixed. and that 

bribes to former Judge Martin T.| 
Manton allowed the property, which | 
the U. S. claims js worth over $1,- | 
000.000, to pass for a fraction thereof, | 
Manton is supposed to have received 

$30,000 for allowing the deal. 

The application of Fox Theatres 
trustees states that the U. S. does not 
want a civil action brought until the 
criminal one is tried and decided, as 
it may seriously affect the results of 
that suit. 


16 mm. Prod. on Coast 
Hollywood, March 25. | 





New 16 mm. production is planned | dark recently again after an unsuc- 


in Hollywood by Post Pictures, Inc., | 


| headed by Henry Post, who arrived 


jt 


last week from New York 
Post of the larger dis- 


¢ mm 


one 


ribu if 16 


| 


; 


; ni 


|} morning (23). 
| 24-hours-a-day 


| schedule 


With the American Legion con- | 
vention not due until Sept. 15, the | 
Schlitz Brewing Co., owner of the 
Alhambra. and Garden _ theatges, | 
downtown houses closed for several | 
years, is being deluged with bids 
from various promoters hoping to} 
make a killing during the week the 
legionnaires are here. 

Grind burley and patriotic pictures | 
on a 24-hour a day schedule are} 
talked of, with big all-night play | 
expecied due to central location of | 


| both theatres. 





|} and 


‘There have been some differences 
of opinion between Mr. Howard and 
the board in connection with policy 
and administration. These differ- 
ences have been adjusted. At no 
time, however, has the board been 
called upon to vote on the question 
of Mr. Howard’s removal.’ 

Local is now working in the black 
has working agreements with 
other amusements which are mak- 
ing it possibie to organize night spots 
previously untouched. 

Want Disney Organ‘zed 

American Federation of 
leaders went into friendly 


Labor 
con- 


| ference with Gunther Lessing, come 


Family, Philly, Suffers | 
$30,000 Loss by Fire 





Philadelphia, March 25. 


The Family, Stanley-Warner’s all- 
ght filmer in midtown Philly, was 
bady damaged by fire early Sunday 
The house which runs 
during the week, is 
closed by the Sabbath curfew at mid- 
night Saturday until 2 p.m. Sunday. 


At the time the blaze started two 
cleaners were at work in the place. 
The flames were believed to have 
started in the electric sound equip- 
ment. It destroyed the screen, | 
leaped along the felt-lined walls and 
over the upholstery in the seats, de- 
stroying many. Before the fire was 
brought under control it had spread 
throughout the entire building. 

Damage was estimated at $30,000. 

William Goldman’s satr 
yesterday (Mon.) went on a 24-hour 
featuring reissues and 
newsreels. The house’s all-night 
policy began, coincidentally, on the 
same day when Philly’s other all- 
night.filmer, Stanley-Warner’s Fam- 
ily, shuttered for repairs after Sun- 
day’s disastrous fire. 

The News, in the center of town, 
opened three years ago as a straight 
newsreels The house's all-night 
pix, mostly revivals, shortly after- 
ward. 


wre theatre 


vad 


‘Fantasia’ Into Mpls. 


Minneapolis, March 25, 

Wali Disney has leased 4,000-seater 
Minnesota theatre here for ‘Fantasia’ 
but only the main floor, seating 2,200, 
will be utilized. Engagement is 
scheduled to open April 12 and this 
will be only one in northwest, with 
no other showing in Minnesota, 
North and South Dakota or Mon- 
tana for at least two years, according 
to announcement. 


House, now in bankruptcy, went | 





cessful seven-week vaudfilm opera- | 
tion. Gordon Greene, veteran local | 
theatrical man and one of the trust- 


ees in bankruptcy, will house man- 


ie 
age. 


pany attorney for the Walt Disney 
studio, to discuss a 100% organiza- 
tion of the plant. Representing the 
AFL were Herbert Sorrell, Joseph 
Touhy, Aubrey Blair, Lyle Schrae- 


| der, Al Speede, L. C. Helm, Everett 


J. W. Gillette and Ben 
Martinez. Leaders pledged their 
support to the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild, which represents a large por- 


Johnson, 


ition of the Disney workers. 


De'egates from the Screen Writers 
Guild and the Artisis-managers 


| Guild go into their first conference 


Thursday night (27) on the proposed 
licensing vlan for agents handling 
writers. Scribes are asking the ap- 
pointment of a negotiator to secure 
bids on all story material before it 
is sold. Other details of the plan 
are similar to the current AMG- 
SWG contract, with a 10% top on 
commissions. 

Scribes are also seeking a new 
deal with the Producers to take the 
place of the current contract which 
expires April 10. They are asking 
minimum wage for film writers, 
abolition of speculative writing, a 
ban on all flat deals under $5,000 and 
control of screenplay credits. 


° 
u 


A bill pending before the As- 
sembly in Sacramento, outlawing 
the use of dictographs, has been 


amended to prohibit the use of re- 
cordographs or similar devices. It 
is aimed at telephone recordings 
of the conversation of extras at the 
Central Casting Corp. The bill pro- 
vides: 

‘Any without the 


person who, 


| knowledge of all parties to the con- 
| versation, uses a recordograph, tele- 
phone attachment or any similar de- 


vice to record conversation between 
an employee and his employer, or 
between an employee and his em- 
ployer’s agent, is guilty of a mis- 
demeanor.’ 


Picketing, But No ‘Strike’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Small group of old-timers are 
taking turns at picketing Central 
Casting in protest at asserted dis- 
crimination against vets. Marchers 
declare demonstration not a 





is 


| ‘strike’ but their own means of rous- 


ing public sympathy to their picht. 
Howard Philbrick, Central Casting 
head, said ‘they can walk themselves 
f +} +} k they 


down to kneecaps nr 


C me into #filving tnen 


an 
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2OTH'S NET LOSS 
FOR “40, $517,336 





| 


A consolidated net loss of $517,336 | 
is reported by 20th-Fox for 1940 in | 
the statement mailed stockholders 
today (Wed.) which 
with a net profit of $4,146,814 shown | 
in 1939. Com piny would have | 
shown a consolidated net profit of 
$2,032,664 had not $2,800,000 been 
written off as reserve for foreign as- 
sets which compares with $4,663,009 
net profit the company reported in | 


the previous year before $516,195 ad- | wk). 


justment for foreign exchange in | 


| time. 

















| ; ? 
| two champs is not too far under 
| first-run par at probable $3,250. Last 


Film Grosses 





| week, ‘Dictator’ (UA), first pop- 

; ' price run, $5,200, very good. 
Continued from page 1! Sa Warner (WB) (2,300; 10-33-44)— 
| ‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Grim sea tale is 


LOS ANGELES 


| getting the men and boys for mebbe 


' $6,200. Last week, ‘Baker’s Wife’ 
|that will probably stand for some | (French), $3,500, surprisingly good 


| under circumstances. 
Orpheum (Bway) (2,200; 30-44-55) | 


—Phantom Submarine’, (Col) and 33-44)—Lady Eve’ (Par). Howlari- 
‘L'il Abner’ (RKO) with Buddy | ous crowds hiking ante on this one 
| Rogers on stage. Latter gets credit | toward $6,500. Last week, *Adam’ 
corresponds | for bulk of $10,000 draw. Last week, | (RKO), $3,000 weakish. 

second run on‘screen. Palace (Loew) (2,200; 10-33-44) 
Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— | ‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA). Press went 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and_ ‘Ellery | - town; public didn’t—out after four 
Queen's Penthouse’ (Col). Only fair | days. Even with ‘Scotland Yard’ 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Adam’ (Col) and | (20th), for rest of week, will be 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), just under $8,200. | lucky to bring $2,500. Last week, 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- | ‘Come Live’ (M-G), $7,400, wham! 
|75)—Eve’ (Par) and stage show (2d Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- | 
Will add $14,000 after first | »3)-—‘Rebecca’ (UA), reissue, and 


week piled up within a few dollars | ‘Double Date’ (U), split week. Looks 


1939. |of $18.000. Holds for a third try | like good $1,800 week. Last week, 
Consolidated net profit of $558,275 , With ‘Roundup’ added. ‘After Mein Kampf’ (Crystal), three 
was reported by 20th-Fox in the RKO (RKO) (2.872; 30-44-55)— days; ‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), tw et 
‘Girl, Guy’ (RKU» and ‘Ellery | ‘Meet Chump’ (U), two days; $1,750, 
fourth quarter ended last Dec. 28, |Queen’ (Gol), Headed for so-so | okay. 


after $600,000 was written off as re- 
serve for foreign assets. This com- 
pares with net profit of $994,218 in 
the final quarter of 1939. It com- 
pares with a loss of $1,192,824, after 
reserve was written off for foreign | 


| $7,500. Last week, 


in the thira quarter of 1940. ‘Son Cristo” (UA) and ‘Chump Ox- 





‘Adam’ (Col) and | 
‘Play Girl’ (RKO), just over $8,300. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- | 
55-75) — ‘Ends Night’ (UA) and} 
‘Golden Hoofs’ (20th). Brutal $7, 000 | 
| best this pair can dig up. Last week, 


CONSIDERABLE 


assets, 
An unusually good final quarter | fo sl Boye = pe coyensd — NEW BLDG 
; hi + Al nite rtists (U: ,100; 6 
a ee rote a ae rey 30-44-55-75) — ‘Wind’ (M-G) (5th 
oo os - FORE-GR widend | wk). Soloing now after 7 weeks 
from National Theatres, enabled the qgay-date with Four Star. Will prob- 


corporation to round out the year | ably be yanked after this week, with 
shape than many antici- | around ‘$4,600 in the till. 


in better 
pated. 20th-Fox got $756,000 in divi- 
dends from National in 1939. 
Report showed National Theatres 
Corp. consolidated net income to- 
talled $2,037,177 for 1940 as against 
$2,311,108 in 1939. And that 20th- 
Fox's 42% interest in that corpora- 
tion, indicates an interest in 1940, 
earnings of $855,614. 
20TH-FOX EARNINGS, 1925-40 
Net profit, except as noted: (+) deficit | 





(Under old Fox Film corporate 
setup, 1933 net profit was $1,674,354, | 
and 1934 net — was $1,332,459.) | 
SUENG 35 5 biwba seks oeseeeeas $3,090,135 | 
Tene abavkacews ‘ausegeaseee.  Scaenuee 
ere Perey err eye | 
BOOUs 60 sd NOs ekes ed eeuees 7,252,467 
FREE en eeseiseheane eeewnses *4 663,009 

(By Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
$1,224,250 $1,101276 $827,069 $1,510,414 
DO sve Deaton nnieiene $517,336 | 
(By Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth | 

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter | 


films on the row. 


$353, 376 +$736,163 +$1,192,824 $558,275 | 


Note- -Incorporation of old Fox 
Company as 20th-Fox approved by 
stockholders Aug. 15, 1935. The 1935 
statement includes earnings of the 
old corporation up to Aug. 14 that 
year 
tion. 

* Net of $4,663,009 shown is before 
$516,195 written off as adjustment for 
foreign exchange. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 25. 

‘Angels with Broken Hearts’ is new 
tag for ‘Angels with Broken Wings’ 
at Republic. 

Metro’s ‘The Bad Man’ opens in 
England as ‘Two Gun Cupid.’ 

‘Thirty Days Hath September’ be- 
came “Thieves Fall Out’ at Warners. 

‘A Certain Mr. Scratch’ went back 


to its original title, ‘The Devil and 
Daniel Webster,’ at RKO. 
Columbia switched from ‘Chain 


Gang’ to ‘The Big Boss.’ 
‘Happy Go Lucky’ 
‘Cupid with a Beard’ at Paramount. 
‘The Big Time’ became ‘As Thou- 
sands Cheer’ at Metro. 
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intimations here. American film com- 
panies would be among 
benefitted. The contemplated 
of Robert Menzies, Australian prime 
minister, to Washington, 
British tour, may call for 
with 
covering a new 
frozen-coin setup. 

American distributors operating in 
this zone, while mindful of wartime 
conditions, 
rangements would permit a portion 


those most 
visit 
huddles 


deal on Aussie’s 


after a 


American picture executives | 


are hopeful that new ar- | 


ef their 50% frozen profits to flow | 
to the U. S. At present only half of | 


the profits from distributing in Aus- 
tralia are allowed annual remittance 
to U.S. First year of this Australian 
freezing pact was concluded last 
March 1 and enabled the Americans | 
to withdraw $3,100.000. 


Legitimate, vaudeville and revue, 
Managements are hoping that the 


ban on money being taken out of the | 
country may be lifted on imported 
artists. Legit managers claim this is | 
the only way to save the local stage | 
from a complete fadeout. 


| ford’ 


, $3,300. 


DURBIN NICE $10,000, 


land ‘The Dictator’ is again playing | 
ithe Midland, 


| the Tower, 
|Malneck band, and the house is do- 


with those of the new corpora- | 


IN NW 


Fourth 
week, $5,500. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Son Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Chump Ox- 
(UA). Not very encouraging 
at $3,500. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) and ‘Murder Friends’ (20th), 
on moveover at regular prices, slim 


Minneapolis, March 25. 


circuit) is building a new $125,000 
neighborhood theatre, the Norshore, | 
in Duluth. It also is modernizing its 
Rajnbow, Mahnomen, Minn. 
Another new $150,000 showhouse 
is being built by the Englar Bros., 
| dependent operators, in Hopkins, 
| Minneapolis suburb, while L. J. Lud- | 
| wig, formerly with Par and now an 














10 DAYS, KANS. CITY! 


eee 23 City, March 25. 


hic reek “s : ; ; 
P —. . es ee tae gg a independent circuit owner on his 
rom last, With Gross aren, © own account, will reopen the Opera 
|fair bracket. This is partly ex-| + sinleigage > Pt - i aes 
plained by a scarcity of new films, | #0USe, /amestown, N. 2, , 


complete remodeling job. The latter 
house will be called the Grand. 
Harry Dickerman, independent 


as extended runs are in two houses | 


this time at regular | 


prices. “The Sea Wolf’ at the New- | circuit owner, will build a new $75,- 
man, and ‘Meet the Chump’ at the | 0900 theatre at Durand, Wis., and 
Tower, are the only strictly new completely remodel his Arcade, St. 


The attraction at 


is the Matty | Paul, 


he announces. 
however, 


ne Phar 0 though not quite up to ex- Ralph Goldberg’s Project 
oectations. aed in - 
' ‘Strawberry Blonde’ is having a Omaha, March 25. 
strong second week at the Orpheum, Ralph D. Goldberg, operating 
and ‘Nice Girl?’ looks to complete | seven Omaha-theatres, plans to build 
10 days in the day-and-date Esquire |a theatre and 
and Uptown. Chaplin film is ex-| 32d and Farnam streets to be called 
ceeding somewhat the take on its! Farnam Amusement Center. The- 
former run when $1.10 was the top, | atre, called the Farnam, will seat 
but nothing fo write home about. 950 as central unit of a layout to in- 
Estimates for This Week ' clude 22 bowling alleys, bar and res- 
Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- | taurant. Work starts Aug. 15. 


west) (820 and 2.043: 10-28-44)— Spot is only eight blocks east of 
‘Nice Girl?’ (U). Durbin film will 


Admiral 
veloped by R ilph 


ae theatre site, being de- 
run 10 days and get house back to Blank and Waiter 


mid-week opening. Around $10,000, 


good, including two weekends. | VTee.- 
Moves out after today. = 
Midland (Loew's) (4,101; 10-28-44) RKO'’s New Forest Hills House 
gg ee eo fant po —, RKO is building a theatre, seating 
1$8000. Last week, ‘Come Live’ | 2.000, in Forest Hills, L. I, site for 
(M-G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), mild | which has just been acquired. Break- 
$8,500. . ing ground May 1, house is expected 
Newman (Paramount) (1.900: 10-|to be ready for opening in time for 
28-44)—'‘Sea Wolf’ (WB). Average} Christmas 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) er jst 


is release tag on} 


made light imprint of $4,500 in six 
days. ‘Lady Eve’ opens Wednesday K A 0 1940 N 780, 000; 
(26). —— of 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 


—Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) (2d 


Keith Corp. at $543,000 


wk). Good $6,700 may earn it more 
extended time, especially after) 2 UU 
natin? , ke’e hi y ( 
initial week’s husky $9,000. 
J , a it} - } l ) 
Tower (Joffee) (2.110: 10-30) — Profits of Keith - Albee - ee im 
‘Meet Chump’ (U), with Matty Mal-/ Corp. and subsidiaries declin nor 
t Chump’ U h Ma Mal- | : j le ed more 
. : hand } Ming etas how ; : 
eck Nand headiining stage SNOW.|+41.,, ¢196000 in 1940 as compared 
Satisfactory $7 000 Last week ass ; 
‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep) with Bowes’ th the previous yea! Dip was in 
unit, not bad at $6,500 dicated by the $12.26 earned per pre- 
: Ratoni ferred share as compared with $15.18 


‘Lad E ’ L r In in 1939. KAO net profit totalled 
y ve u es $780,004 in the year ended last Dec. 
31, while the corresponding figure 


Memphis, Neat $6,500 


Memphis, March 25. 
Preston Sturges finally has a real 


for the previous 


{after all charges in both instances 


Statement of the company, issued 


boxoffice winner in Memphis. His to stockholders last week, showed 
‘Lady Eve’ is a click at the local; gross income of $14,966,601 of which 
New Malco, this despite quality | $13,293,852 came from theatre ad- 
competition everywhere and_ past! missions. KAO paid $8.75 per share 
apathy regarding Fonda and Stan- | on its preferred because of past due 


wyck. 
‘Sea Wolf’ is also doing nicely at 
the Warner even though a bit stout | 


dividends, or total of $557,914. Total 
funded debt at end of last year to- 
talled $8,664,012. 


for the feminine palates. Loew’s | , 
State has revived ‘Vivacious Lady’} Net profit of B. F. Keith, another 
with the Stewart-Rogers ‘Oscar’ duo} subsidiary in the RKO setup, dipped 
and is well pleased with the results.| only slightly in 1940 as compared 
| Sole . disappointment - Miss with the previous year. Net for 1940 
| Bishop,’ yanked after four days at ‘ 543 614 rm il 
Loew’s Palace The crix cart-|#mounted to $543.61 after a 
od but @ eg charges, as compared with $575,271 
wheeled but the public detoured. | ‘ sce, a5 pare ‘ ’ 
‘Scotland Yard’ is subbing balance in 1939. No provision was made for 
of the week. | federal excess profits tax by either 
Estimates for This Week Keith or KAO as the companies did 
State (Loew) (2.600: 10-33-44) not appear to be liable on the basis 
} ‘Viv icious La ly’ RKO Oldie witt of their revenue. 


New Malco (Lightman) (2.800; 10- | 


in- | 


| $153,878 $153,128 


amusement center at | 


year was $976,627, | 





New Rash of Giveaways, With Local 
Name M.C., in Mpls. as Biz Slumps 





COLUMBIA’S NET PROFIT, 
6 MONTHS, AT $307,006 


Net profit of Colum! Pi 
was nearly $92,000 
first six months of 
new fiscal year than 
period a year ago, 
announcement 
Harry Cohn, 


tures 
srt in the 
the company’s 
in comparable 
according to the 
made last week by 
president. Net for the 
six months ended last Dec. 28 
amounted to $307,006 while in the 
corresponding period ended Dec. 30, 
1939, it was $215,582, the net figure 
being after all charges and provi- 
| sions for Federal income and other 
taxes. 

Columbia does not 
revenue from foreign 
these figures until they 
into dollars, 


include any 
countries in 
are converted 
Cohn pointed out. Not 


only are these returns not included 
but such assets as‘are held by local 
operating companies have been en- 


tirely charged off. 

Strong working capital position of 
| Columbia continues, with net work- 
| ing capital placed at $10,663,000 as of 
| Dec. 28. Current assets on that date 
amounted to about $12,672,000. com- 


|rent liabilities are 


Minnesota Amuse. Co, (Paramount | 909.000. 


, COLUMBIA PICTURES EARNINGS, 


: 1930-41 

Net profit, except as noted: (+) deficit. 
| | Ser te errr ne $1,295,958 
PEN SoG 74 ie bi00 been baee ne _ 560,869 
(1 A peer ee ee a Aes 574,292 
DEER iG deeaeeseutnevear eens 740,241 
Mens = 6606000 4e500 08 be5es 1,008,834 

See ere ee ee 1,815,267 
Sy cheeses 4s0eeis0e440% 1,568,816 
Sunk be wees Deedee osewaed 1,317,771 
eo rr re 183,393 
Sere rere 2.047 
I een ee em a 512.185 
(By quarters for fiscal year ended 

June 29, 1940) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
+$104,751 $320,333 $125,766 $170,837 

(Current fiscal year by quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 


‘Illusions,’ Korda’s Next 


Hollywood, March 25. 
‘Illusions,’ starring Merle Oberon, 
is Alexander Korda’s next produc- 
tion, slated to roll March 31 for re- 
lease by United Artists. 
Story, to be directed by Julien Du- 
vivier, has an American background. 


| pany’s statement revealed, while cur- 
placed at §$2,- 


' newspapers 


Minneapolis, March 23. 
Double features, giveaways and 
alarmingly 


lependent neigh- 


rackets are increasing 
in the Twin City in 
borhood situations and the 
town subsequent-run 
, due, it’s declared, 
ing business. 

With 


the ne 


house to slump- 
no exceptions, all 
shborhood theatres now are 
using ‘Bank Night’ or some other 
cash giveaway in addition to give- 
aways of merchandise articles. The 
St Louis Park, ace suburban de- 
luxer, which one ‘Bank Night’ 
a week, has joined the ranks of the 
other merchandise giveaways with a 
new one—'Constance Bennett Beauty 


practically 


has 


Aids,’ including cosmetics, lipstick, 
rouge, perfume, etc. 
Other giveaways include books, 


kitchenware, ornaments, furniture 
etc. The Empress, independent nabe 
house, last week even didn’t men- 
tion the name of its film attraction 
in its newspaper ads on the day of 
it ‘hot ovenware’ giveaway night. A 
number of theatres use Cedric 
Adams, Star-Journal columnist and 
leading local radio news commen- 
tator, as emcee on their cash give- 
away nights. Newspapers don’t per- 
mit mention: of the cash giveaways 
so that, on those days, the ads sim- 
ply mention ‘Cedric Adams on the 
| stage’ or ‘the wheel turns.’ 

In the lower loop, the Palace, 
Pantages, Stockholm and Gayety, 10c 


and 15c houses—all double feature 
spots excepting Pantages—are em- 
ploying cash giveaways of some sort. 


The Gayety, which has five vaude- 
ville acts and dual bills for 20c week- 
ends, has resurrected the old ‘country 
store’ for one night a week. 

Many neighborhood houses, instead 
of confining their double featuring to 
Saturday ‘midnight’ shows, now dual 
bill in this way three gr more nights 
a week. Some of these advertise the 
names of their two features in the 
and show them all 
through the day, although there has 
been an unWritten law among the in- 
dependents not to do either of these 
things. 


Hable’s Addition 
Lynchburg, Va., March 25. 

Herman H. Hable, pioneer Shen- 
andoah Valley theatre man, will 
build a deluxer on a downtown cor- 
ner in Winchester, Va. Seating ca- 
pacity not yet determined. Hable’s 
chain was outgrowth of a storehouse 
show started in the early 1900s. 














Starts Thur., Mar. 27 


Rosalind RUSSELL 
Melvyn DOUGLAS 
“THIB THING 
CALLED LOVE" 


Last Times Wed. 
Chas. BOYER | 
Margaret | 
SULLAVAN | 
“BACK 
STREET” 
"lus 
Big Stage Show 


In Person 
George JESSEL 
and Leis ANDREWS 
Shisia BARRETT 
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Screen Shows 
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Starting Thursday, 
That Glamor Ghost 


Is Back | Sron4war Sist Stret 
Hal Roach Presents 


“TOPPER RETURNS” 


with 
Roland 
BLONDELL @ YOUNG e@ BI E 


Joan Billt 












Bway 4 
47th St 





RKO PALAC 


"FLIGHT FROM 
DESTINY" 


Geraldine Fitzgerald 
Thomas Mitchell 
—and 


“TOBACCO ROAD” 
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MUSIC HALL 


“ADAM HAD 
FOUR SONS" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 








2ND WEEK 
Edw. G. ROBINSON 
Ida LUPINO 
John GARFIELD 
In a New Warner Bros. Hit 
“The SEA WOLF” 
CHARLIE SPIVAK 


IN 
PERSON AND HIS ORCH. 


s§ T R A N D BROADWAY 


AND 47th STREET 











Centinuous at Popular Priees at Twe Theatres 


The FRANK CAPRA Prod. 
Starring GARY COOPER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 

in ‘MEET JOHN DOF’ 

RIVOLI THEATRE oe iy.” wt. 

HOLLYWOOD THEA. ,°:"%, 


51 St 
Telephone: Clrele 7- 5008 
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CAL, Latest Report Reveals 105 
Shows Off, 54 Up, 19 Unchanged: 
Cantor Only Variety Show That's Up 


- + 
| 








This Is Democracy 


Minneapolis, March 25. 

Housemaids’ problems with 
their mistresses, and vice-versa, 
will form base of novelty on 
KSTP’s ‘Women's Page of the 
Air,’ broadcast by Marjorie El- 
lis McCrady. 

Maids and mistresses will ap- 


Ratings of network commercial | 
programs as a whole tumbled badly | 
for the period ending March 15, ac- 
cording to the copyrighted report re- 
leased by the Cooperative Analysis 
of Broadcasting as of last Friday 
(21). Of 176 different programs listed 
by the report 105 were shown to have 
lost out in audience quotas since 
late February, while the ratings of 
84 went up and 19, remained un- | 
changed. Hit hardest by the down- pear on the air to ventilate 
ward trend in listening were the| grievances. 
hour night-time shows, the half-hour 


night-timers and the daytime serials. | 


The popularity leaders shriveled | | 
practically all along the line. Every | 
variety show but one, Eddie Cantor’s, | 
slipped off or remains as is, and that 
ene was above the watermark by a FOR NETWORK 


mere tenth of a point which in re- 
Atlanta, March 25. 


search thinking figures as so much 

allowance or margin of error. Ex- 

actly the same situation applies to 

the straight popular musical pro- 
grams. The lone exception was Guy 
Lombardo. 

Lucky Striké’s ‘Hit Parade’ (CBS) 
took the toboggan for a point and a 
half. The dip was to 15.2, which is 
better than five points under the| Announcement of first winners of 

George Foster Peabody Radio | 

Awards for outstanding public serv- 
ice in radio, will be made Saturday 
Manhattan Merry -Go- Round, Ray | (29) night in New York City at meet- 
Block, Waltz Time, Hour of Charm, ing of N. Y. Alumni Chapter of the 
Contented Program, Coca-Cola and | University of Georgia. 
Musical Steelmakers. Those that 
came out even were Fred Waring 
and Glenn Miller. 























show’s rating at the start of the 
year. The other ‘downs’ among the 
musical contingent were Fitch Band- 
wagon, Album of Familiar Music, 





Awards were set up last May by 


SERIALS SUB FOR KATE 


Divide 





‘Claudia,’ ‘Regular Fellows’ 
Hour During Vacation 
When Kate Smith goes on her 
13-week vacation in June her Fri- 
day night hour on CBS will be split 
between two script serials, ‘Claudia’ 
and ‘Regular Fellows.’ Each will 
plug a General Foods product. 


Young & Rubicam is the agency. 





Gertrude Berg on Scripts 
Of ‘Kate Hopkins’ While 
Continuing ‘The Goldbergs’ 


Gertrude Berg, writer-producer- 
actress of ‘The Rise of the Gold- 
bergs,’ will take over writing of 
‘Kate Hopkins, Angel of Mercy,’ 
serial for General Foods (Maxwell 
House), starting April 7. She re- 
places Chester McCracken, current 
author of the series. She'll have 
nothing to do with the production, 
direction or performance of the 
show, but will merely script it. 
She'll continue her ‘Goldbergs’ series 
for Procter & Gamble (Oxydol), 
through Blackett-Sample-Hummert. 


‘Hopkins’ moves late next month 
from its present 4:45 p.m. spot to 
2:45 p.m. Mondays through Fridays 
on CBS. Jack Hurdle directs it for 
Benton & Bowles. Mrs. Berg’s only 
previous radio stint besides ‘Gold- 





*bergs’ was ‘House of Glass,’ which 


she wrote and produced several 
years ago for Colgate. 


ILKA CHASE INTO 





Makes Godfrey 


Auditor Figures Out N.Y. State Tax 


Move to WEAF 


Not Worthwhile; Stays at WJSV 





Sworn In—1941 





Worcester, March 25. 


Special events department of 
WTAG broadcast unusual pro- 
gram last week when induction 
of four Army volunteers was 
aired. Locale was display win- 
dow of department store which 


attracted hundreds of pass- 
ers-by. 
U. S. recruiting office co- 


operated with actual ceremony 
lasting about five minutes. 


CANTOR FILES 
TO HOLD DINAH 
SHORE 


Dispute between Dinah Shore and 
Eddie Cantor over the question 
whether she’s still bound to him by 
contract was aired yesterday after- 
noon (Tuesday) before an arbitra- 
tion board, which had been selected 














AL PEARCE VACANCY 








|Board of Regents of University of 


Pigg : i : | 
Of the nine night-time hour shows | Georgia in connection with National 


Only one of the six shows that 


seven went down, one went up and| Association of Broadcasters to be | Camel has currently on the net- 


The night-time | administered annually by Henry W. 
Journalism of 


one stayed even. 
half-hour programs showed 47 down,|Grady School of 
22 up and six even. The quarter- | Georgia U. 

hour night-timers figured eight down, Presentation of awards is skedded 
11 up, and three even. As for the | for 10:15 p.m. (EST) in a nationwide 
half-hour daytime innings five|proadcast over CBS by 
sloughed off, four took a jump and | pyewry, dean of Georgia's Journal- 
one remained static. In the daytime ism School. 

serial class the breakdown was 38 | 
down, 16 up and eight even. 


Franklin Dunham of NBC 
Probable Catholic Rep 


On Army. Committee ' Awards will be made in four fields 


|—-chains, large stations, small sta- 


| : 
, pe P tions and regional stations. 
Franklin Dunham, religious direc- | _— 


tor of the National Broadcasting Co.,| Peabody bequest 


In establishing Peabody awards 
| last year Board of Regents defined 
| them as ‘a plan whereby the oldest 
| chartered state university would 
|recognize and encourage the social 
responsibilities of the youngest of 
the media of communication—and 
also honor a distinguished American.’ 








award winners 


is expected to be granted a leave of | include one to the Columbia Broad- | 


absence to become the Catholic | casting System as a network and to 
spokesman on the committee set up | the following stations: 
by President Roosevelt to oversee} WSB, Atlanta, ‘for 
the spiritual side of the draftees’ life | public service contributions to a lo- 
in the new U.S. Army cantonments. | calized area in the South.’ 

Charles Taft of Cincinnati, brother; Nx, Los Angeles, ‘for meritori- 


of the Ohio senator, is the Protest- | ous service to a localized area in the 
ant spokesman. 


, | Far West.’ 
Dunham has been with NBC for a | WLS, Chicago, ‘for 


decade and has long been active in | ; 

Catholic circles, being one of the | **'Y'*€ to agriculture. 

most widely acquainted personages| WCAU, Philadelphia, ‘for 
(Continued on page 50) 


meritorious 


‘Wake 





among both clergy and laity. 





Hilltop House’ Off But Bess Johnson 
Carries on in Same Time Niche 


Palmolive soap is dropping ‘Hill-| years ago, when that agency had 
top House’ at the end of this week, | the Palmolive account. Addy Rich- 
but is using its star, Bess Johnson,|¢on and Lynn Stone were the scrip- 
in the title part of a similar show in| ters and Carlo DeAngelo was direc- 
the same 4:30 p.m. spot five days| tor. 
a week on CBS, starting Monday | due to end Friday (28), Ed Wolf was 
(31). However, Ed Wolf Associates} unable to reach a new agreement 


is no longer involved in the deal and/| with Wheelock, who has since taken | 


the production setup is being! over the Palmolive business, so the 
changed. There was considerable! show goes off the air. However, by 
dickering on the matter last week/ using the Bess Johnson name and a 
between the Wolf office and Ward | Similar story line, Wheelock has 
Wheelock, agency on the account.| much the same show. 

New show, still to plug Palmolive| Wolf is replacing Miss Johnson 


= be called “The Story of| with Ann Seymour (who may or 
ess nson. 


SS It will be written by| may not use her own name), con- 
William Sweets and will take the) tinuing the same writers and direc- 


Bess Johnson character from the tor and is trying to find a new 
orphanage (Hilltop House) where) sponsor for ‘Hilltop. He says he 
she has been matron and, after a already has several agencies in- 
couple of weeks of plot, establish | terested, one being a Chicago office. 
her as the superintendent of a! pick Voynow is supervising produc- 
girl’s boarding school. Miss Johnson) tion of the show for Wheelock, with 
will continue to play ‘herself and 4 girector and new cast being se- 
to read the commercials, but the rest lected yesterday (Tuesday) and to- 
of the cast will be changed. iday. Miss Johnson first gained 
‘Hilltop House’ was originally sold prominence as the impersonator of 
by the Wolf office as a package to, Lady Esther when the account spon- 
Benton & Bowles more than three | sored the Wayne King program. 


John B. | | 
| day, 7:30-8 p.m. spot on CBS, which | 


distinguished | 


With the current option period | 


| works will be on the cig manufac- 
|turer’s payroll during the summer. 
|The survivor is Ilka Chase. She 
| will give up her Saturday matinee 
routine, ‘Luncheon at the Waldorf’ 
(NBC-blue), and move into the Fri- 


| is currently occupied by Al Pearce, 
July 25. Pearce will have gone off 


| the week before (July 18) for a va- | 


| cation of 13 weeks. 


| Other Camel programs scheduled | 


| to go off in July are ‘Blondie’ (CBS), 


| (NBC-red) and Xavier Cugat (NBC- 
|red). ‘Blondie’ is due to come back 


in the fall but the matter of summer | 


replacements and return of ‘Meek’ 
and ‘Ezra’ have yet to be determined 
between the account and the William 
Esty agency. 





Nashville Conference On 
Prince Albert Program 


Nashville, March 25. 
Officials gathered in Nashville 
Saturday (20) for a confab about 
Prince Albert’s half hour airing of 


WSM’s Grand Ole Opry over the 
network. Attending the meeting 
were Dick Marvin, of the William 


Esty agency; Wynn Nathanson, of 
|Tom Fizdale press agent office, and 
| Ken Raft, NBC sales department. 

Esty agency nursed Prince Albert 
}account on WSM from spot an- 
|}nouncements to the airing of this 
| hillbilly frolic on NBC regional and 
also via transcriptions, heard on 
nearly 50 stations. ‘Grand Ole Opry’ 
now sells Prince Albert from New 
Englard to California. 


| FCC Dislodges CCC 


Washington, March 25. 
over office space which an expand- 
ing Government demands in Wash- 
ington, is the recent scrap between 
| the Civilian Conservation Corps and 
| the Federal Communications Com- 
| mission, 

The CCC boys have, until last 
| week, been lodged in the spick and 
| Span new Post Office Building (one 
| of the snappiest buildings in town, 
| disregarding the Mellon Art Gal- 
'lery). Because the FCC has at- 
; tained such proportions, the CCC is 
| going to be shoved out into the cold 
| to take up new quarters in the Otis 
_ Building at 18th and I Streets, NW. 
| Nobody, excepting the Commish, 
|is in favor of the switch. Particu- 
| larly since the CCC was preening it- 
| self to celebrate its 8th anniversary 
|} on April 5. The move takes place on 
|April 1, and CCC officials must 
transfer their desks and easy chairs 


| before that date. 


‘Meet Mr. Meek’ (CBS), ‘Uncle Ezra’ | 


Among the more bitter squabbles | 


through the American Federation of 
|Radio Actors. Decision was ex- 
|pected last night. Cantor had file” 
la complaint against the singer after 
| her agent, the General Amusement 


|Corp., had announced that’ she 
|; would do her final broadcast for 
|Cantor tonight (Wednesday) and | 


|GAC had started negotiations with 
| J. Walter Thompson for her joining 
ithe Chase & Sanborn Coffee pro- 
gram April 13.° 

According to GAC’s version of the 
controversy Miss Shore had an op- 
tion coming up with Cantor four 
weeks ago.. When the final date 
| (March 12) for taking up the option 
' arrived Cantor, according to this 
| same source, failed to act, and Miss 
| Shore wrote a registered letter ad- 
|vising the comic that she was 
| through with him as of March 26. 

In the midst of the charges and 
| countercharges it was disclosed by 
| the Shore camp that Young & Rubi- 
| cam agency on the Bristol-Myers 
| account, which employs Cantor, had 
| approached Miss Shore about sign- 
ing up for a half-hour program 
| which would replace Cantor's for 
| the summer and that she had de- 
clined to consider the offer. Miss 
Shore’s management also indicated 
that things hadn’t run smoothly be- 
tween Cantor and the singer in re- 
cent weeks, with the agency finding 
itself in the middle for the way it 
had, without consulting Cantor 
elected to publicize the various per- 
sonalities on the show. 
| Cantor, who claims that 
(Continued on page 55) 


Miss 


} 


| - 
| ‘Defense for America,’ the Satur- 
day night series co-operatively pre- 
sented by NBC and the National 
| Assn. of Manufacturers to show how 
| American industry is carrying out 
defense requirements, is scheduled 
through May 10, with subsequent 
shows set through the summer. Pro- 
grams so far have originated in 
Cleveland, Tulsa, Los Angeles, Nor- 
folk-Newport News and Chester, Pa. 
This week’s stanza (29), dealing 
with communications, will be from 
Camden, N. J., where the RCA plant 
is located.. Next week’s (5), dealing 
with steel, will be from Pittsburgh. 
Subsequent shows will be small fire- 
arms at Hartford, April 12; chemi- 
cals from St. Louis and Wilmington, 
April 19; submarines from New Lon- 
don, Conn., April 26; automotive 
transportation from Detroit, May 3; 
instruments, such as gyroscopes and 
artificial horizons from New York, 
May 10. 
That takes the series through its 
first 13 weeks. Tentatively lined up 
for the second 13-week period are 
shows on _ photography, canning, 
mining, milling, livestock, cotton, 





Manufacturers Assn. Series Visits 
Different Towns, Dramatizes Defense 


od 


NBC’s deal for the services of Ar- 
thur Godfrey on WEAF, N. Y., fell 
through last week because of a tax 
situation and the mike monologist’s 
last-minute decision that he preferred 
to go on working out of Washington, 
After calling negotiations off with 
NBC Godfrey tied himself up with 
CBS on another contract whereby he 
will do an early morning stretch for 
WABC, N. Y., by way of a wire from 
the studios of WJSV, Washington, for 
which station he has been doing a 
similar routine for the past several 
years, 


NBC had agreed to give him a 
guarantee of $60,000 a year and that 
network had a couple of its New 
York executives in Washington with 
contracts when Godfrey announced 
| that he couldn't accept the proposition 
after all. His accountant had figured 
out for him that if he did move to 
New York and collect the coin NBC 
guaranteed him he would, after Fed- 
eral and N. Y. state taxes had been 
deducted, earn about $1,800 less than 
would be his net were he to remain 
in Washington and work for WABC 
via long-distance telephone. 


Lots of Pressure 





in WABC’s favor were (1) his reluc- 
tance to be away from his family and 
his farm, which is not far from 
| Washington, and (2) the obligation 
| he felt toward CBS, since it was this 
|network’s Washington outlet that 
| gave him his big break in radio. 
While the talks between Godfrey and 
| NBC were on there was lots of pres- 
sure exerted upon him by the CBS 
homeoffice through Harry 
its Washington v.p. 
Godfrey’s daily broadcast quota on 
WABC will run from 6:30 to 7:45 a.m. 
From opening (6:30) to 7:15 he will 
do participating announcements be- 
tween phonograph records and tran- 
scriptions. From 7:15 to 7:30 it will 
|be a strip devoted to a single account, 
while the closing 15 minutes will go 





Butcher, 


| ‘ . 

|to Bond Clothes, which has been 
using Phil Cook during that same 
period. 


Failure to tie up Godfrey proved 
quite disappointing to NBC's local 
sales staff. Latter was so cetrain that 
| he would swing over to WEAF that 
| it started taking tentative orders for 
| Godfrey’s proposed span, 7 to 9 a.m. 


Altogether Godfrey will work 
three and a half hours daily. After 


he gets through piping his show into 

|New York he will take up spieling 
in WJSV’s behalf, with his chore 
running from 7:45, New York day- 
light savings time, to 10 o'clock, New 
York time. In Washington this time 
will figure from 6:45 to 9 a. m. 
frey’s two-city schedule 
effect April 28. 


God- 


goes into 


Della West Decker, WBAP, Fort 
Worth, radio writer and a resident in 
that city, sold ‘Helen’s Home’ serial 
to Lever Bros. for CBS starting July 
7. Through Ruthrauff & Ryan, New 

‘ York. 


a 


steam transport, lumber, etc. Series 
| Was conceived by Laurence Ham- 
mond, who is also writing and pro- 
|ducing it and acting as m.c. Milo 

Boulton is announcer, with Graham 
| McNamee also to do occasional an- 
nouncing spots. Paul Dumont was 
brought in from NBC by Hammond 
to be musical director. 

Charles Speer is advance man to 
line up preliminary production mat- 
ters at the various originating 
points. 





Caswell, 1923 Starter, 
Back on NBC Coast 


Hollywood, March 25. 
NBC’s first Coast account, Caswell 
coffee, returns to the red web after 
a two-year layoff. Java outfit had 
been consistent air advertiser since 
1923, 


New series is quarter hour musi- 
cal out of Frisco. Formula has 
varied only slightly over the 18 
years. 





Other factors that persuaded him 
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N.A.B. Glowers at FCC ; 


Washington, March 25. 

Multiplying signs that the present FCC is irrevocably committed to 
more and more strict regulation of radio stations has brought a change 
of stance on the part of National Association of Broadcasters. The tradi- 
tional policy of turning the other cheek was entombed last week when 
the Board of Directors authorized President Neville Miller and the legis- 
lative committee to use every available weapon to fight encroachment on 
private initiative. 

In a marked about-face, the N. A. B. Monday (24) revealed the direc- 
torate finally has decided to counter-attack and is anticipating the Federal 
Communications Commission will promulgate extremely distasteful poli- 
cies and regulations in winding up the long monopoly investigation. 

Expects Reaction 

The N. A. B. was unmistakably conscious that this defiance will infuriate 

New Dealers on the FCC and in Congress. While the full text was made 


Foooos 








~ Newest Resolution on FCC 





The following resolution was passed by the Board of Directors of 
the National Association of Broadcasters at its meeting at the Hotel 
Roosevelt, New York City, March 17: 

Whereas, the philosophy of American broadcasting as expressed in 
decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States and the applicable 
statutes, envisages control of programs, of business management and of 
policy in the broadcaster and not subject to the supervisory control 
of the government: . 

Now therefore be it resolved: That in order to preserve the freedom 
of radio in accordance with the pattern of democracy, the Board of 
Directors go on record as opposing any legislative or administrative 
action which directly or indirectly impairs the rights (which it be- 
lieves to be guaranteed by statute) of broadcasters to have complete 
control of programs and program material, business management and 
operating policies, and further goes on record as being in favor of any 
legislative or administrative action which strengthens such rights. 

And be it further resolved: That the President and Executive Com- 
mittee be directed to take appropriate action to the end that such 
rights may be adequately protected. 





/ od 





known in formal manner by the organization headquarters, lips were 
sealed concerning the circumstances and reasons for its adoption. Miller 
declined firmly to give any explanation. 

Ever since the FCC started cracking down—back in the days when 


Frank R. McNinch was chairman—a substantial element has felt the only | 


course was to force the issue and have things out with the regulatory 
body. Generally, however, the appeasers have had the say, except for a 
few isolated instances such as the time the commish moved to require all 
international stations to radiate programs reflecting U. S. culture and 
promoting goodwill among the Western Hemisphere nations. 

Actual effect of the resolution is to authorize Miller to come out for- 
mally and unreservedly against any proposed rules that might interfere 
with present operating methods or business practices. So far, the N. A. B. 
has sat back and taken no part in the row over such disputed matters as 
option time, exclusivity, newspaper ownership, multiple ownership, and 
the other practices which have been under fire from at least a vociferous 
and determined FCC minority. In view of this expression—which trade 
circles understand was solicited by the N. A. B. prexy—concerted opposi- 
tion will be presented in the event the commish puts on the gloves. 


Web Shows to WELI 


Garrick Taylor Joins 
Goodkind, Joice Agency 


Chicago, March 25. es Haven, March 25. 
Garrick Taylor has been added to Last year’s deal of independent 
the radio production staff of the) WELI and enapere hookup, orig- 
Goodkind, Joice & Morgan agency inally a non-commercial arrange- 


ment will be | paying off this spring. 

Station’s already carrying Wrigley 
‘Spreading New England’s Fame,’ 
|starts American Can ‘Amazing Mr. 
Smith’ April 7, gets ‘Lone Ranger’ 
May 5 and is set for Sunday ‘Old 
Fashioned Revival.’ 


here. 

Taylor was formerly with the Mit- 
chell-Faust agency. 

Monte Magee, tenor, joined KMBC, 
Kansas City, last week. 








————_————— ye 


Censorship Quote Called Garbled 


Telford Taylor Was Reported Saying It Would Fol- 
low 30 Days After War 


Gene and ewe Run 
Boston Quiz But Still 
‘Jake and Lena’ on WTIC 


o_o 


Miami, March 235. 
Telford Taylor, 
for the Federal 
Commission, now vacationing at Fort | 
Lauderdale, was quoted by corre- 
spondent of local paper on Tuesday 
(19) as saying ‘government censor- Boston, March 25. 
ship of radio is inevitable within 30! Gene and Glenn, comedy duo of 
days of a declaration of war.’ When | make-believe ‘Jake and Lena’ will 
confronted with this statement, Tay- ; commute from WTIC, Hartford, to 
lor was very much perturbed, and WBZ here for a weekly quiz show 
said that he must have misunder- | starting Thursday, 9-9:30 p.m., titled 
stood the reporter’s question. ‘The Village Scho Ihouse.’ General 
‘We were on the tennis court at! Baking Co. ‘Bond Bread’ is sponsor. 
the time,’ he said, ‘and one of the| Boston broadcasts will be from 
two of us must have gotten con-/| Hotel Bradford main ballroom with 
fused.’ /3.000 in audience, competing for $80 
When asked how far he thought | prize money plus household utensils. 
the censorship he prophesied would! An hour's entertainment by Gene 
reach, he replied: ‘Of course a free and Glenn will precede each broad- 
radio has always been the policy of cast. Show set throu igh Newell-Em- 
the government and of the FCC.’ mett. 


~« 


general counsel 


Communication 


Se a i ee ee 


DENIES ALE 


FCC Authority 
Eventually Lead to Pro- 


—Say Issue 
Fought, Not Accepted 





| 

| STILL UNOFFICIAL 
| ne 
| 


NBC emphatically denied Monday 


(24) the report that it was quietly | 


| paving the way for disposal of the 
blue network to interests presently 


a compromise move toward meeting 
the gathering pressure from the | 
Federal Communications nepeanied 
sion for changes in network opera- | 
tions. While the terms of the FCC’s 
final recommendations and rule as 
resulting from its network monop- 
oly proceedings have not been made 
public, there is much unofficial ex- 
|changing of views on the subject 
| now going on in Washington. 

NBC holds that its current line of 
| procedure calls for an 





all-out re- 
order that would 


confine its operations and control to 
a single network. It feels that if it 
yields on this issue as well as those 
bearing om non-exclusive contracts 
with affiliates, elimination of inter- 
locking side-interests and the limita- 
tion of an affiliate’s contract to the 
term of its FCC license the industry 
will in due time find itself faced with 
the regulation not only of programs 
but of rates. 

National Association of Broadcast- 
ers yesterday (Tuesday) released 
copies of the resolution on this sub- 
ject passed by its board of directors 
at the meeting held in New York 
last week. During the discussions of 
the board, Fred Weber, Mutual gen- 
eral manager, argued that the pro- 
posed resolution should not be so 
phrased that it might be interpreted 
as a condemnation of the FCC’s mo- 
nopoly report, or a criticism of any 
action not yet taken by the FCC. 
Weber’s attitude was described as 
unfounded in fact by several of the 
board members who answered him. 
These included Edward Klauber 
CBS executive v.p.;: Mark Ethri¢ ige, 
of WHAS, Louisville; John Gillin, 
of WOW, Omaha; Edwin Craig, of 
WSM, Nashville, and George Nor- 
| ton, of WLAP, Louisville. 


sistence of any 


Broadcasters Feel Present, 
Proposed Extension of 


Will’ 


gram Censorship and Ad-| 
vertising Rate Regulation! 
Must Be) 


| 


outside the broadcasting industry as 


} 
' 


IGUN DIVO 





RCE 





FCC Fastens Jaun 
UN NBG BLUE 


On Newspaper 


diced Eye 
Ownership Of 


Stations, Including FM, Standard 





Benny’s 10th Anni | 





Hollywood, March 25. 


Anniversary of Jack Benny's 
10 years in radio will be saluted 
on the Coast with an impressive 
ceremony being cooked up by 
Young & Rubicam agency and 
NBC. Piece de resistance will be 
the banquet attended by film and 
radio notables from all over the 
country. Benny’s advent in radio 
dates back to May 2, 1931, when 
he did a guest turn with Ed Sul- 
livan on a New York local out- 
let. 

Soon after he quit vaudeville 
and incepted what was to be a 
long, unbroken association with 
General Foods for Jell-O. 








Colgate Buys 
Elmer Davis | 


On 100 CBSers 


Colgate was reported yesterday 
(Tuesday) as having given CBS a 
go-ahead on lining up over 100 sta- | 





| tions from Coast to Coast for a seven | 


Cantor, Goodman Aces 


| pear on the Eddie Cantor pr 


| appearing on a 


| 


The Philosophy? 

| As far as obse rvers can make out, 

| the Administrat h puainanpny in the 

moves due to come from the net- | 

| work monopoly proc eedings is to es- | 
jlish a strong b lwark against var- 

ious interests gathering for them- 


selves a vested pro yperty right in the 
medium and to discourage any de- 
velopments that might in the course 


of time be found powerful enough 
to withstand Government policies 
9 1 wishes The fur damental inten- 


tion, as these observers see it, is t 
|fetter the industry, now that it has 
reached high commercial 
ment, with sufficient restraints so 
that such a possibility will be obvi- 
ated for all time. 


I. Q. From Washington 


Chicago, 
Dr. I. Q. (Lew 
program on the NBC-Red for Mar 
candy through the Grant agency 
here, will originate from the stage 
of the Capitol, Washington, D. C., 
starting April 14 and riding for six 
weeks 
This will make the 16th key city 
that this show has hit. Show is cur- 
rently springing from the stage of 
the Orpheum, Seattle. 





March 25 
Valentine), quiz 


develop- | 


times a week sponsorship of Elmer 
Davis’ news review (8:55-9 p.m.). It | 
will make the first time that CBS | 
has had a contract for news broad- | 
casts of such proportions. The deal 
will be a strictly 52-week basis. 

Both Gillette and Chrysler retire 
from their underwriting of these 
Davis broadcasts in May. 





To Visit Each Other On 


Respective Programs 


Goodman and Jane Ace will ap- 
gram 
for Bristol-Myers in the next week 
or two. Cantor will reciprocate by 
broadcast of the 
Anacin serial. Ace is framing the 
routine. 

Aces have been in Florida for the 
past month, Ace writing them out 
of the story to permit a rest. Pair 
due back this week. 


NBC White Coll 


S. Case and T. A. 


Washington, March 235. 

Hostility within the Federal Come 
munications Commission toward 
newspaper publishers wanting radio 
outlets reached a new high last week 
with a decision to conduct a special 
study to decide whether the press 
should be denied FM plants and for- 


| bidden to acquire any more standard 


stations. Hearings are contemplated, 
but not likely to start for several 
veeks, 

This action disregards a long de- 
cision several years ago by former 
General Counse! Hampson Gary that 
the Communications Act does not 
authorize a ban on newspapers as a 
particular class of licensees. It has 
caused widespread consternation be- 
| cause it came on the heels of appar- 
|ently - authoritative reports. that 
| President Roosevelt has told the 
Commish to tread softly and give 
jhim a chance to think things over 
| before ordering any drastic reforms 
|in the radio industry. Also, it has 
been reported the regulators were 
divided evenly on the issue and, 
therefore, tacitly agreed to let well 
enough alone. 

Case, Craven Dissent 

The order was adopted over the 
objections of Commissioners Norman 
M. Craven, the 
(Continued on page 54) 


Kansas City Act Testing 
In Texas on Discs 


Made in Hollywood 


Kansas City, March 25 

Texas Rangers of KMBC are set 
for series for Kellogg cornflakes 
March 31 over a state net of six 
Texas stations. George E. Halley, 
KMBC director of national program 
sales closed the deal in Chicago 

It’s a transcription test campaign 
via J. Walter Thompson agency, 
using five quarter hours weekly, and 
it’s hoped will achieve coast to coast 
network. 

Fran Heyser, who has been in 
charge of KMBC production in Chi- 
cago, has left for the West Coast to 
direct the series of transcriptions 
the Rangers will make for the cam- 
paign. Transcription set-up was ar- 
ranged to allow the Rangers to re- 
main in Hollywood for various pic- 
ture assignments with Republic. 

Sylvia Clark, comedian, and Helen 
Stevens Fisher, both of the National 
Farm and Home Hour, NBC program 
from Chicago, played Better Homes 
and Building Show, Wichita, last 


week, 


ars Unionizing’ 


Fairly Open Solicitation of Membership Throughout 
Radio City wna aanet Week 


Gul Condens caueue 
News Round-Up (CBS) 


As Summer Filler 


Young & Rubicam, as agency on 


On top of its numerous other dif- 
ficulties, the management of the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Co. faces 
sible unionization of a s white collar 
workers at Radio City. Leaflets are 


pos- 


being circulated and fairly open 
solicitation of memBership was re- 
ported through half a dozen departe- 


ments last week 


the Gulf Oil account, is discussing Although the leaders of the union- 
with CBS the use of the network's i@tion’ orig toa rage aap somes 
themseives Known at the moment 
Sunday evening World Round-up of - ered . ba 
the News as a summer replacement | that the constant fear o i 
for the Screen Guild show. This especially the annua 
news review currently precedes the out. has fed the m« t. It , 
Guild show and runs but 15 min- stated by the disgruntled ones that 
uts. the ending of overtime iy, b t 
For Gulf the Round-Up would be overtime and cancellation of ipper 
returned to its former length, 30 ynney, had much to do with union 
minutes. Gulf has already renewed impetu 
its time contract with CBS for the American Federation of Labor af- 
’ summer! \ fi I ed. 


and 


; 
: 
: 
: 
: 
: 

















28 RADIO 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 26, 1941 





Mutual Steals Mike 


Jacobs From NBC, 


Promoter Returns $15,000 Advance; 


Niles Trammell 


Mutual's capture of the broadcast 
rights to the prizefights staged by 
Mike Jacobs’ 20th Century Sporting 
Club is threatened with legal entan- 
glements by NBC, While Mutual and 
Gillette Razor, which will under- 
write the fight broadcasts starting in 
June, state that the deal is irrevoca- 





bly set, NBC’s legal department yes- | 


terday (Tuesday) was mulling the 
law and facts in the case with a view 
to taking action against Jacobs for 
specific performance of contract. Gil- 


lette’s contract with Jacobs is for 52 | 


weeks of fights for a reported lump 
sum of $175,000. NBC's deal with 


Jacobs called for $85,000 a year for | 
the Madison Square Garden bouts | 


and extra fee for outside events, 
with the total obligation for the past 
year figuring $150,000, according to 
Jacobs. Gillette holds option for a 
second year. 

The deal with Gillette is exclusive, 
and the same applies to Mutual as far 
as the airing of these bouts are con- 
cerned. The NBC blue has been the 
outlet for the 20th Century fights for 


three consecutive years, with Adam | 


Hats as the sponsor and NBC offi- 
cials not aware of the Gillette-Mutual 
negotiations with Jacobs until last 
Thursday (20), the day before actual 
signatures were exchanged. 


Mutual stations will be compen- 
sated on the basis of an evening half- 
hour for each fight, regardless of the 
broadcast’s duration. The network 
is also committed to stage a broad- 
cast preliminary to each fight in 
which the contestants, managers and 
promoters will be interviewed. Mu- 
tual’s management Monday (24) an- 
swered the charge that all this came 
under the head of free commercial 
broadcasts with the statement such 
promotion was no different from the 
buildup programs that NBC and Co- 
lumbia put on in behalf of sponsored 
football games and horse races. 


NBC’s legal argument with Jacobs 


centers around a check that it sent | 


him Feb. 2. On that date, the net- 
work declares, there had been a gen- 
eral discussion with Jacobs, in which 


he asked that NBC send him some | 
more money. NBC gave him a check | 


for $15,000, which it describes as an 
advance, and attached to the order 
was a voucher carrying a notation 
that the 
with the fights for the 1941-2 period. 
The check was banked by Jacobs’ of- 
fice the next day, and NBC claims 
that it had no reaction to this pay- 
ment until Monday (24), when Ja- 


cobs sent over the elub’s check for | 


$15,000. NBC can’t understand why 
it and Adam Hats were not given an 
opportunity to discuss the matter 
with Jacobs when the Gillette offer 
came up, since both, it feels, were 
entitled to some consideration after 
years of doing business with the fight 
promoter. 

Jacobs contended Monday that be- 
yond May he was under no commit- 
ment to NBC or Adams. The origi- 
nal deal had been negotiated for 
NBC by John Royal, former program 
chief and now in charge of the net- 
work’s shortwave division, and Ja- 
cobs in his comment on the situation 
Monday intimated that whatever loy- 
alty he felt for NBC ended when 
Royal ceased to be the go-between. 
Royal was reported yesterday (Tues- 
day) as brought in by Niles Tram- 
mell to try to settle the tangle with 
Jacobs. 

For the first time the fights will 
also be fed to Canadian stations, 


ROUSSEAU DIRECTING 
AT TRANSAMERICAN 


William Rousseau, 
director 
Switches next week to Transameri- 
can. He'll direct ‘Light of the 
World,’ ‘The Twig I; Bent’ and pos- 
sibly ‘Parker Family’ under his new 
setup. He has been handling ‘Home 
of the Brave’ for Y. & R., which will 
be taken over by Henry Hull, Jr., 
who is also directing ‘Joyce Jordan.’ 

Rousseau is -~eplacing Basile 
Louchrane at Transamerican. Y. & 
R. is seeking a new director to fil! 
the staff vacancy caused by Rous- | 
Scau’s departure. 











a program 





| 
Luther Hill, head of KSO-KRNT, 

Des Moines, returned from a six 

weeks’ vacation in West Indies. 


money was in connection | 


with Young & Rubicam, | 


Calls in John Royal 


VIC SHOLIS MEETING 
CLEAR CHANNEL MEN 





' 
| 
| 
| 





paperman and former attache of 
Government departments, was in 
New York City last week to meet 
members of the clear channel group 
of which he is the new propagand- 
ist. Sholis has been touring the 
country to familiarize himself with 
the men and the situations involved 
|in his problem of getting a better 
public understanding of the clear 
channel principle. 

New York was a rallying point last 
wiek for broadcasters because of 
the pending FCC crackdown menace 
and the unsolved question of patch- 
ing up a working deal with ASCAP. 





WSM’s Special 
Nashville, March 25. 

WSM will combine publicity for 
its non-moving (650 still) on moving 
day this week with some propaganda 
in favor of clear channels, as such. 
Program being organized by Jack 
Harris from home of Mayor Jim 
McCord of Lewisburg, Tenn., will in- 
clude Ed Craig, Harry Stone and 
Jack Dewitt. 

Ed. Craig of WSM is the chief mo- 
tivating force behind the clear chan- 
nel group of stations which last 
December organized a_ publicity 
front and hired Victor Sholis. 


CAN’T LIBEL MORGAN 











| Exchange of Gags Between Two 
Mutual Shows 

| 

| Henry Morgan, WOR-Mutual’s 

wild-man comic who ribs his own 


and other sponsors, had one of his 
gags bounce last Thursday (20) eve- 
ning. On his 6:45 p.m. show, Mor- 
gan satirized the ‘Lawyer Q’ pro- 
gram (Lorillard), reférring to it as 
‘Lawyer Peeugh’ and calling the m.c. 
on the show a ‘cabbage-head.’ His 
show went off the air at 7 p.m. 

When ‘Lawyer Q’ came on WOR 
at 7:15 p.m., less than 15 minutes 
after Morgan had aired his remarks, 
Malcolm Easterman, the young 
Washington attorney who conducts 
the show, asked his first contestant, a 
woman, whether ‘it would be libelous 
to call Henry Morgan a cabbage- 
head.” Femme replied, ‘No, nothing 
you might say about him would be 


iibelous.’ Easterman rated the an- 
swer correct. 
(‘Lawyer Q’ is moving to WJZ, 


N. Y., but not on account of Morgan. 
—Ed.) 


| J. O. Maland’s Title 

| Des Moines, March 25. 
| J. O. Maland has been 
| president of WHO Radio Enterprises, 
| Inc. and Woody Woods has been 
|named vice-president and manager 
at the annual meeting of stock- 
| holders. 








| B. J. Palmer, D. D. Palmer and Wm. 


; M. Brandon, all of WOC, Davenport, 
| Iowa. 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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| 
Atlantic Refining this summer will 
sponsor the most extensive lineup of 
|major and minor league baseball 
ganies it has ever offered. Company 
| will bankroll play-by-play accounts 
of some 2,400 games, using 46 sta- 
| tions and more than 10,000 station 
| hours of broadcasting time. It will 
| also for the first time use FM to 
| carry some of its broadcasts. WWSW, 
| Pittsburgh, will do the FM airing. 
Another innovation in the baseball 
| broadcasts this summer will be the 
| use of special new release, prepared 
specially for Atlantic by INS, during 
the accounts of the Boston Bees and 


Red Sox, the Philadelphia A’s and | 


Phillies, and the Pittsburgh Pirates. 
The news insertions will be timed 
not to interfere with the play-by- 
play descriptions. The news service 
may also be extended to the minor 
league games, 

Home games of the Philadelphia 


Victor Sholis, Washington news- | 


elected | 


‘19 YEARS OF RADIO 
FOR N.Y. HEALTH DEPT. 


Schenectady, March 25. 


| WN. Y¥. State Department of Health 
celebrated 19 consecutive years of 
broadcasting over WGY with a 
special quarter hour program Mon- 
day night (24). Burt W. Rickards, 
|director of public health education 
in the department, who started a 
| five-minute talk series on the station 
a month after it went on the air 
(1922), appeared on the special pro- 
gram. He reviewed the department's 
| experience in radio, 
The department has since 1933 pre- 
‘sented its material in dramatized 
form. Transcriptions of this quarter- 
‘hour weekly broadcast, ‘Health 
'Hunters,’ are distributed among 20 
| other stations in the state. 


TRANSCRIPTION 
ACTOR SCALE 
IS $12 


Agfeement between the American 
Federation of Radio Artists and the 
transcription producers on a na- 
tional transcription code appears 
probable within a couple of weeks. 
New York local of 'AFRA has al- 
ready accepted an offer from the 
transcription committee and the 
union’s other locals are expected to 
approve it next week. Agreement 
will then be put into legal phrase- 
ology by attorneys for the two 
groups. No hitch is expected to stall 
early settlement of the entire mat- 
ter. 

Deal approved by AFRA’s New 
York local at its quarterly meeting 
|'Thursday (20) night at the Astor 
hotel, N.Y., calls for a basic rate of 
$12 for a 15-minute dramatic tran- 
scription, plus $6 for the first hour 
rehearsal and $1.50 for each addi- 
tional 15 minutes rehearsal, with 
one hour rehearsal required for 
each record. (Rate for live shows 
is $15 for a 15-minute program, plus 
$6 for an hour's rehearsal). Over- 
time due to spoiled recordings is to 
be counted as rehearsal time. Rates 
for most other classifications are 
virtually the same as for live shows. 
Spot Announcements 

Rates for spot announcements are 
$2 for one-minute platter, $3 for 
two-minute disc and $5 for three- 
to-five-minute recordings. There is 
also the same $6 per-hour rehearsal 
rate for spot announcements as for 
15-minute shows, plus the same 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











one-hour rehearsal minimum. Rates | 


for 


singers are somewhat higher 
than for actors, just as in the live 
code. Sponsors may not use the 
|same transcription for more than 
|; one product. 
| Quick agreement between the 


| AFRA and transcription negotiating 
| committees came as something of a 
surprise, as the two groups were 
said only last Tuesday (18) to be far 
| Apes. However, the transcription 
producers’ committee unexpectedly 
offered better terms at the Wednes- 


| to membership approval—which was 
| forthcoming at the New York local 
‘meeting. 





Atlantic R efining Sponsors 
Of 2,400 Baseball Games This Year 


—o— 


A’s and Phillies will be broadcast 
over a special hookup of 11 stations 
in Pennsylvania. Delaware and New 
Jersey, with WIP, Philadelphia, the 
originating station. Home contests 
of pr penn Bees and Red Sox will 
be aired over a hookup of 17 stations 
in Massachusetts, Maine, New Hamp- 
shire, Connecticut and Rhode Island, 
with WAAB, Boston, the originating 
station. Home and road games of the 
| Pittsburgh Pirates will be broadcast 
| over KDKA and WWSW, Pittsburgh, 
| as well as the latter’s FM transmitter. 
| Among the minor league teams 
whose games will be heard over local 
stations will be Rochester, N. Y. 
(WSAY), Syracuse (WAGE), New- 
ark (WAAT), Baltimore (WCBM). 
| Binghamton, N. Y. (WNBF), Elmira 
iN. Y¥. (WENY), Scranton, Pa. 
(WARM). Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 
(WBAX), Williamsport, Pa,.(WRAK), 
Hartford (WTHT), Albany (WABY), 





Peak Listening This Week? 


(MOVING DAY) 





Day’ (March 29). 


the dial. 


The latter days of the present week and the early days of next week 
ought to be the seasonal peak of radio listening for 1940-41, in the 
informal opinion of radio research men. The plain reason is that news- 
paper, billboard, car card, payroll stuffer, special ceremonies and shows 
and miscellaneous attention-callers are being added to radio itself in 
reminding the public of the North American reallocation past ‘Moving 
There is much curiosity as to whether favorite 
stations will be as easy to bring in and hear at their new locations on 


Nearly every city with radio stations is beating the drum currently. 
Even those not required to change wavelength are using ballyhoo to 
emphasize ‘doing business at the same old place.’ 








HEAT OF SPOTLIGHT 
DOESN’T FUSS DAVIS 


Kansas City, March 25. 

During the past decade seven 
radio stations have vied for the 
Kansas City area biz, and it took the 
North American reallocation agree- 
ment to get them all on the same 
program. Occasion was advance 
explanation—celebration of radio 
moving day (29) held in the Edison 
hall last Saturday (22). Kansas City 
has some 25,000 push button sets 
which must be changed over. Bal- 
lyhoo by seven stations made a 
three hour overly long program of 
combined ente)tainment, technical 
and general instruction. 

Task of producing fell mostly to 
Don Davis, WHB prexy, who doub- 
led as m.c., and who made a kilo- 
cycle ballet (complete with 24 danc- 
ing girls) the basis of program. Pro- 
duction idea summed up to the very 
elemental illustration of the changes 
on the dial in the medium of the 
dance, and mixing in the none-too- 
welcome dry speeches with lighter 











e:.tertainment, mostly consisting of 
the best two or three acts from each | 
of the area’s seven stations. 
| Even was a minor field day for | 
WHB which displayed no aversion 
for the spotlight. 





| | 


AMS WILL BE AMS 


Man Motoring East With Bowes 
Hopes Lands in Hospital 


| 





| 
| Buffalo, March 25. 

| Charles McCullen, 44, en route 
from his home in California to qual- 
ify on a Major Bowes program in | 
New York City, was stricken with 





pleurisy here and removed to the 


Emergency Hospital. 

Californian was stricken ill while 
trying to thaw out the radiator of 
his 10-year-old auto at Westfield. 
Arriving at Buffalo with his family 


|a 





| callers, etc., gas and 


MAYOR SCORNS 
PROCLAMATION 
AS ‘CORNY’ 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

Philly radio stations got the cold 
shoulder last week when they asked 
Mayor Robert E. Lamberton to issue 
a Proclamation informing the popu- 
lace that March 29 was Radio Mov- 
ing Day. The letter said in part: 

‘Since I had nothing to do with 
causing or arranging this so-called 
moving day, it would seem rather 
silly for me to proclaim it. My ex- 
perience has been that Proclamations 
by a Mayor mean just exactly noth- 
ing and I issue as few as I can.’ 

The turn-down was the latest 
chapter in a ‘feud’ between Hizzoner 
and Radio Row. It began on the 
day of his inauguration, Jan. 1, 1940. 
Lamberton sent an order refusing to 
llow any mikes at the ceremonies. 
During Radio’s ‘Open House Week’ 





| last Spring the broadcasters asked 
| that he 


issue a proclamation and 
allow them to advertise the event in 
lights on City Hall. They received a 
flat refusal. 

With no co-operation from the 
powers-that-be, the broadcasters are 


| going ahead with their own plans to 


let listeners know of the changes in 
frequency. All the outlets, including 
WFIL and WIP that do not change, 
have teamed up in a co-operative 
move. There will be advertising in 
all the dailies, billboard attention- 
electric com- 
panies are enclosing notices with 
their bills. In addition nearly 500,- 
000 new schedules will be enclosed 
in pay envelopes of large firms and 


at 2 a.m. he collapsed while filing a | plants in the city. 


telegram at a Western Union office. 


Ruth Knight’s Novel 


Ruth Adams Knight, who writes 
for the ‘Dr. Christian’ and ‘Death 
Valley Days’ shows, has authored her 
first novel, ‘Women Must Weep,’ 
which Cosmopolitan will publish in 
a single issue in June. Hale, Cush- 
man & Flint will publish it in book 
| form in the fall. 
| Authoress is also completing a non- 
| fiction book, ‘Lady Editor,’ as one of 
| the series of careers-for-women vol- 
umes published by Dutton. 





It will | 


Three members of the board of, day (19) session, so the AFRA com-| be about women in the publishing 
irectors were reelected, including | mittee tentatively accepted subject | business. 


Mrs. Knight is already the 
author of another of the series, ‘Stand 
|by For the Ladies,’ dealing with 
women in radio. 








Descriptions: 


| Springfield, Mass. (WSPR), Jackson- 
ville, Fla. (WSHP), Augusta 
(WRDW), Savannah (WSAV), Ma- 
con, Ga. (WMAZ), Charlotte, N. C. 
(WSOC), Richmond (WRNL). Near- 
ly all play-by-play spielers have been 
selected for the various assignments. 
N. W. Ayer is again the agency on 
the account. 





John Gordon New Radio 


| 
| 


Back to Old Roles 
Minneapolis, March 25. 
Former announcers, artists and 
old-time WCCO entertainers took 
part in the station’s ‘Cavalcade’ pro- 
gram this week, dramatizing its 


| history, but primarily calling atten- 


tion to the frequency change. 
Carl J. Burkland, who came to 
WCCO in 1929 and who now is sales 


| manager, returned to his old role of 





Head of Needham, Louis 


Chicago, March 25. 





| John Gordon has been appointed 


| Fizdale publicity office. 
| Previously had been with 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency radio de- 


‘radio chieftain for the Needham, 
Louis & Brorby agency here. He 
| was formerly Chicago manager for | 





the | 


partment in N, Y. 


Station’s top-ranking announcer. Al 
Sheehan, 13 years’ veteran and now 


| Artists’ Bureau hef&d, came back as 


Al Sheehanson, Nordic Minnesota’s 
favorite announcer. 


WGAR Asks 50 Kw 


Cleveland, March 25 

WGAR has filed application with 
FCC for permission to broadcast on 
1220 kilocycles and for an increase 
in power from 5,000 watts to 50,000. 
Station present position on band is 
1450 and when changes are effected 
this month WGAR moves to 1480. 

If permission is granted for in- 
creased power station will become 
the third 50,000 watt Ohio station. 
Others are WTAM, Cleveland and 
WLW, Cincinnati. 











WSM’s ‘Down So.’ to NBC 


Nashville, March 25. 

Joseph McPherson, former Metro- 
politan baritone, and Kitty Kallen, 
blues singer, have been added to the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers and a 30 piece 
orchestra under direction of Pietro 
Brescia for ‘Down South,’ NBC’s re- 
placement for the ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ show Wednesday (2). 

‘Down South’ will be aired on the 
coast to coast red network. It is a 
faster moving show, including popu- 
lar as well as old time songs, than 
the ‘Magnolia Blossoms’ show that 


‘went off NBC in December, 
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Choosing Your “COVERAGE”. 


ON A *50,000...$200,000 BUDGET! 





THE ‘“‘SPLASH’’ MODEL 
— showy but short in a lot 
of important places 


THE “‘BILLOW”’ MODEL 
—covers a lot of territory but 
makes no impression 





“‘UNDER A COVER OF BLUE” 
(and we do mean network) 


—good coverage where coverage counts 


Where else but on the Blue Network of NBC, can 
you get so much coverage, such good coverage 
with a modest budget? 





* 


Here’s what your money will buy on the Blue: 
No. of 


Duration Stations 


Net Cost Period 


$50,649.30 22Hr.-Sun. Aft. 13 Weeks 53 
54,834.00 25 Min.-Eve. 13 Weeks 53 


55,051.36 4 Hr.-Eve. 13 Weeks 95 
61,932.78 %Hr.-Sun. Aft. 13 Weeks 95 
65,800.80 22Hr.-Eve. 13 Weeks 53 
84,750.12 %4@Hr.-Day 26 Weeks 95 
90,043.20 4 Hr.-Eve. 26 Weeks 53 
106,782.00 5-4 Hrs.-Day 13 Weeks 53 
110,102.72 %Hr.-Eve. 26 Weeks 95 
117,748.80 4 Hr.-Sun. Aft. 52 Weeks 53 


123,865.56 24Hr.-Sun. Aft. 26 Weeks 95 
131,601.60 %% Hr.-Eve. 26 Weeks 53 


, 137,628.40 25 Min.-Eve. 26 Weeks 95 


156,998.40 34 Hr.-Eve. 52 Weeks 53 
176,623.20 %2Hr.-Sun. Aft. 52 Weeks 53 
197,168.40 24Hr.-Eve. 52 Weeks 26 





—\HE choice between frying pan and 
fire isa pleasant dilemma compared 
to that of the advertiser with a limited— 
or relatively small—budget. He is torn 
between the necessity for continuity and 
the desire for impression, faced with the 
double duty of making his money go a 
long way, yet dig deeply. 
To such an advertiser, who doesn’t 
look. upon any sum under $200,000 as 
merely ‘‘a drop in the budget,”’ the Blue 









* 


Network of NBC comes as a happy 
revelation that he can have his cake, 
and eat it too. 

On the Blue Network he receives 
coverage where it counts—in the Money 
Markets, the vital centers of the.nation’s 
buying power. He does a national adver- 
tising job, yet he does it at the lowest 
cost of any medium entering the home. 
And the Blue Network’s wealth of low- 
cost, high-audience programs allows him 
to combine continuity with impression. 

We invite those advertisers who are 
now on the air to compare the costs on 
this page with their own current set-ups: 
But we particularly hope that many an 
advertiser who believes he cannot afford 
radio will now feel that he cannot afford 
to be without it! 

Name yourown budget. Your Bluesales- 
man will be glad to show you how much 
coverage and what splendid coverage 


>, 


you can obtain ‘‘undera cover of Blue. 





BLUE BOOST! In a short time the complete 


Blue Network willbe composed of 101 stations 








NATIONAL BroADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


“NETWORK 07 WBC 





ith the greatest of €ase 


: : Bite s e WwW 
\ Sales thru the OE TDS 


PROGRAM OF THE MONTHI ‘“‘Be/ind the Mike’’—A tested, packaged 


radio show about radio itself! Rates highly with listeners, editors, stations... 


Boasts curiosity appeal, strong ‘‘news”’ pull, plus unusual merchandising 


angles... On the BLUE NETWORK, Sundays 4:30-5:00 P.M.—EST. 
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NBC’S PAN-AMERICAN NETWORK’ MARKS 


10TH ANNIVERSARY IN SOUTH AMERICA 


John Royal Gives Latin Affiliates Aggregate Name to, 
Distinguish It From Columbia’s Group — NBC} 


Fights for Recognition as ‘Pioneer’ in Field 


Coincidentally with boosting its relationship field. NBC fully appre- | 
two New York international short-|ciates the brilliance and effect of | 
wave transmitters (WRCA, WNBI) |the Paley mission. 
up to 50,000 watts power the Na-| Meantime NBC is gathering to- | 
tional Broadcasting Co. is this week | gether the data and statistics to doc- 
celebrating with a special series of |yment its 10th anniversary. In all | 
Yankee-Latin exchange programs NBC reports it has had its programs 
the ‘10th anniversary of NBC in rebroadcast on 130 domestic stations 
South America.’ At the same time at the southern end of the hemis- | 
John F. Royal, NBC vice-president | phere. | 
in charge of international opera- | 
tions, coined the phrase ‘NBC’s Pan- | 


American network’ to distinguish of Argéntine, Brazil, Peru, Cuba and | 


the Latins’ stations affiliated with “Mexico. Emma Otero, Edward Tom- | 
this web from the loop organized linson, H. Leopold Spitalny are to} 
recently by William S. Paley and | 


<i § CB l'appear on ceremonial programs go- 
Edmund Chester of CBS. , ing southward by DX during the 
The power boost, name-bestowing | . pe, 
and decade-marking ceremonials all | 


reflect NBC’s reaction to the Paley- | 

Chester activities. NBC is especially! Stanley Lupino set for a rare air | 
loath to lose the prestige and credit | date. Will do a musical serial, ‘Press 
it believes rightfully belongs to it| Gang,’ starting March 26 for six 
as the pioneer in the Latin cultural: weeks. Max Kester is scripting. 


During the present week NBC will 
pick up congratulatory programs out 














CW. are referring to bonus coverage re- 


ceived by KXOK advertisers which is 
shown in gray on the accompanying map. 
The *primary area alone, which is shown 
in white, comprises 95 counties with an 
estimated population of 3,531,700. In a 
recent offer by a KXOK advertiser—in ad- 
dition to heavy returns received from the 
primary area, KXOK listeners wrote in 
from the counties shown in gray. In all, 
seventeen states were heard from on this 
particular offer. Advertisers interested in 
knowing first hand how KXOK’s signal 
gets around are welcome to make a sim- 
ilar test to that described. 


*Daytime pattern 


KXOK 


NBC BASIC BLUE STATION - ST. LOUIS, MO. 


630 xc. 5000 warts pay ano nicat 
Affiliated with KFRU, Columbia, Missouri. 
Nationally represented by Weed and Company, 
New York, Chicago, Detroit and San Francisco. 
OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE ST. LOUIS STAR-TIMES 
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War Note on Discs 





Detroit, March 25. 
Due to the shortage of alumi- 
num, engineers at CKLW, Wind- 
sor, Ont., have been saving all 
platters lately. The used re- 
cordings, large size transerip- 
tion, are stripped of the old ace- 
tate. 
New surface is applied to the 
old aluminum foundation. 


Schenectady 
Sprays Fuller 








At So. America 


Schenectady, March 25. 

Despite the questions raised in 
broadcast circles, notably by the Nel- 
son Rockefeller group, over the pro- 
priety of the project, General Elec- 
tric’s shortwavers, WGEA and 
WGEO, last Sunday (24) launched in 
the direction 
series of Protestant religious pro- 
grams with Pastor Charles E. Ful- 
ler. The broadcasts are recorded 


versions of ‘The Old-Fashioned Re- | 


vival Hour’ which Fuller airs week- 
ly over Mutual out of Los Angeles. 

GE has announced that 40 long- 
wave stations were scheduled to 
pick up the religious program and 
rebroadcast it. While the GE an- 
nouncement described it as a “week- 
ly nonsectarian religious program fn 
Spanish,’ observers of Latin-Ameri- 
can goodwill relations are wonder- 
ing what the reaction to it will be in 
overwhelmingly Catholic Central 
and South America. 

WGEA has been rebroadcasting 
this gospel show in the direction of 
the Pacific, Canada and Alaska for 
the past six years. 


G. E. Protects Itself 


General Electric has surrounded 
itself with safeguards. (Fuller has 
been a headache to the Rockefeller 
Committee for Inter-American Re- 
lations). G. E. demanded: 

1. Transcriptions at least 12 days 
in advance of the broadcasts with 
right to edit or delete anything. 

2. Fuller may make no solicitation 
of funds as he does on paid time on 
some 145 U. S. stations. 

3. GE’s must be the only address 
given for receipt of mail. They want 
to see everything that comes 
particularly the complaints. 

Preacher said to spend about 
$400,000 a year for time on a 95- 
station web arranged by Mutual, 
plus about 50 stations on which he 
airs via ETs. 

Rockefeller Committee hopes it 
has evened things with the Latins 
by its arrangements for the ‘Catholic 
Hour’ to be transmitted southward 
in Spanish and Portuguese. Pro- 
gram for many years has been heard 
in the U. S. on the NBC red each 
Sunday evening. 


in— 
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WLWO’S ACTIVITIES 


Editorial Tie-Ups in Latin Lands— 


Uses Mexican Platters 
Cincinnati, March 25 | 
Editorials from 40 dailies in Latin 
America are being broadcast on 
WLWO’s new series, La Voz de la 
Prensa, from 9:15 to 9:30 p.m., Mon- 


day through Friday. Programs are 
directed by Oscar Romaguera, of the 
Crosley short-waver’s staff, who 
contacted editors of the papers for 
the international press-radio tie-in. | 
Havana's daily, Diario del Marino. | 
published Romaguera’s letter and 
the reply of its editor in announcing 
the new radio series. 

Bayer aspirin is using a series of 
13 weekly recordings by a large 
Mexican orchestra on WLWO. Plat- 
ters were made in Mexico. | 

Electric Auto-Lite of Toledo, has | 
inaugurated a campaign on WLWO | 
calling for five announcements daily. 
Contract was placed through Paul | 
Kruming’s National Export Adver- 
tising Service, New York. 

After a 13-week test, 


hour programs on WLWO by orches- 
tras playing its restaurant Conti- 
nentale, 


of Latin-America a | 


| 
| No FDR 
| 











lonin Calg] DECASTRO HEAD 
OF DX SALES 
FOR CBS 


Allan DeCastro, who has been 
connected with the export field for 








London, March 1. 


Laurence Olivier and Vivien Leigh 
never made that publicized Sunday 
air date. Three straight misses for 
Olivier, actress-wife doing the apolo- 
gizing on two previous occasions. 








Hal Stewart, hoofer with Eddie 
Phillips, stepped into ‘In Town To- 


night’ (22) to explain how come they the past 15 years, will step into the 
fry eggs on Texas sidewalks. He's! ,awly created post of director of in- 
here for new Prince of Wales theatre | ternational shortwave sales for CBS 
show, ‘Nineteen Naughty One. April 1. DeCastro speaks Spanish 
and traveled through South and Cen- 
tral America extensively. 
DeCastro’s main connection for 
some time has been the Dr. Richards 








Harry Watt, production boss of | 
Crown Film Unit (it made ‘London 
Can Take It’), spent greater part of 








\his air interview plugging camera- | Association, Inc., patent medicine 
'man Chuck Fowler. outfit, which has considerable dis- 
tribution in Latin-America. He has 
also published a bi-annual news- 


Fay Compton, old-line legit, will | paper, El Pan-Americana, at an ay- 
|function as guest star with BBC} erage of 2,000,000 copies an edition, 
| Repertory Group. Set for cycle Of | in which he tied in the Dr. Richards 
| four plays. | and other products. 





Ida Haendal, 17-year-old violin a 
virtuoso, gets a shortwave booking | JAMES SHAW HEADS 


seller in discs this side. 


SERVICES’ CAMPAIGN 


Montreal, March 25. 

James A. Shaw, manager Canadian 
Marconi station CFCF, has been ap- 
| pointed chairman of the Radio Com- 
_mittee for the War Services Cam- 
| paign in Quebec Province commen- 
cing March 24. Murray Gibbon, di- 
rector of publicity and advertising 
for the Canadian Pacific Railway, is 
working with Shaw in advisory ca- 
pacity. 


| 
| 
‘Monday Night at Eight,’ “x4 
| 








record holding sustainer for BBC, 
|due back during March. Musical 
| melange was handled on its previous 
| jorney\by Judy Shirley, sole femme 
m.c. on local air. Girl is a warbler. 
_ Margaret Kennedy, authoress of 
| ‘Constant .Nymph,’ has adapted to 
| radio her novel, ‘A Long Time Ago.’ 
Play will air under tag ‘Phoenix and | 
the Dove,’ with Fay Compton. 





priemesone Campaign embraces activities of 
Phyllis Stanley joins cast of ‘Speak | Y.M.C.A., Canadian Legion, Salva- 





to Me of Love.’ Has done some work 
with Cochran’s shows. 
‘Mark of Zorrd& due for airing | 

shortwave in serial form, March 19. |Sydney Moseley’s Switch 
Production is based on the original 
Douglas Fairbanks silent, stepping 
aside from current version with Ty- 
| rone Power. 


tion Army, Knights of Columbus and 
| Y.W.C.A, 


Sydney Moseley, commentator at 
WMCA, N-.Y., is scheduled to switch 








next week from five daytime five- 

minute spots to two 15-minute night- 

Reported also that Moseley pro- 

J S ENVOY gram formula will be moditied. 
eve 

to America’ angle, with comment 

J () I N S (’ 2 G jester to British developments 





| a time periods. 
Moseley will take the ‘Britain Looks 
rather than American. 





Ft. Wayne Back to NBC 
Ft. Wayne, March 25. 
‘Indiana Indigo,’ originating in 
studios of WOWO until several 
: : : d ago, wil return to the NBC- 
to act as assistant director of in- months -ago, will ret ins 5 
5 baw : oe | blue web Saturday afternoon (29) at 
ternational broadcasts under Ed- lo (EST ith ¢ niente ol 
mund Chester. The ex-envoy is p.m. (EST), with a new line-u 


is . 
| entertainment. 


Antonio C, Gonzalez, who was ap- | 

\ : : ’ | 3 2 ale =z dad 

pointed by President Roosevelt in | On the show will be Rex Dale _— 
Lane, singers; the Swing 


1933 as American minister to | Lillian 

Panama. He has also served simi- | Quartet; Major, Minor and Marion; 

larly at Ecuador and Venzuela. } Jeane Brown’s orchestra, the Melody 
Gonzalez was born in New York | Spinners; Karl Konner, violinist, and 

City. He is entirely new to radio, | The Four Instants. 








A former United States ambassador 
jhas been hired by the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in New York 














on Belgrano 
Buenos Aires, March 25. 

Some comment is heard here that | 
Radio Belgrano, key of the new CBS 
network in South America, skipped 
President Roosevelt's recent speech, 
Passed it out to secondary’ Radio 
Mitre instead. 

Talk was heard on Radio Splen- 
dide separately. 


CANADIAN TRAVEL 
SHOW SET FOR CBS 


The Canadian Travel Bureau hits 
the air with a half-hour program, 
probably with Ned Sparks, on Sun- 
day, April 20, over a CBS hookup of | 
48 stations, 

Contract is for 
5:30-6 p.m. spot. 

While program pattern is not yet 
definitely set it will presumably be | 
a variety show. 


CONNECTICUT S PIONEER BROADCASTER | 4 


Test in Hartford 


pro- 





Launching a "ew 
m? Test it in Hart- 
d on WDRC. 


has been voted 


gra 


, ford—an 
Hartford 
the No. 1 Test City '" 


the U. S&S. A. — and 


WDRC is your logical 
choice here. Write Wm. 


WET Malo, for full details. 


; CONNECTICUT 
26 weeks for the | Basic CBS For 














: Cincy’s | = 
| Netherland Plaza hotel has signed a 
| contract for airings of weekly half- | 






DAY and NIGHT 
YOUR BEST NATIONAL SPOT BUY 
A NEW APPROACH TO THE NEW YORK MARKET 
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7o EXTRA COVERS 
INDIVID UALS 


C olum bia Stockholders In- 
formed of Proposal to Be 
Voted on April 16—Paley 
Excluded From Participa- 
tion Under Proviso 








POLICY SINCE ’34 








(BS MELON FOR TOP STAFF 








No Future 





Hollywood, March 25. 


Artie Auerbach, a staff pho- 
tographer for the New York 
Daily News, has no confidence 
in the future of radio. When 
leaving the sheet six years ago 
he secured a one-year leave of 
absence. Five times this leave 
has been renewed and a seventh 
leave has just been granted 
Auerbach. Lenser wants to feel 
that he has a job to go back to 
when he finally reaches a deci- 
sion that after all ethering is 
just a passing fancy. 

He's at KNX here. 








John McKay now handling press 


Stockholders of Columbia Broad- Ward-Wheelock ad agency. 


casting System will be asked to vote 
on a 6% additional 
plan for executives, junior execu- | 
tives and other employees at the an- 


nual meeting, April 16. Plan out- 
lined in a proxy statement limits the 
additional compensaticn to not more 
than 6% of the net profits or 6% of 
the consolidated net profits, payment 
to be made out of general funds. 
This proposal! leaves it up to the CBS 
directorate to place the limitation of 
added compensation in effect. 

The plan also provides that no offi- 
cer whose compensation is based in 
whole or in part upon the profits of 
the corporation nor any director who 


is not also an employee of the corpo- 


compensation 





ration shall participate in the plan 

This eliminates William S. Paley, | 
president, from participating in the 
plan, since he is the only person so 
compensated presently. lan would 
become effective with the current 

year. 

Proxy statement indicates that not 
more than 225 persons actually would 
participate. Since i934, CBS has 
given additional compensation, first | 
to executives, and, since 1937, also to | 


junior executives and key employees. | 


At no time has, it included any 
ment to the corporation’s pre 
or any director not an 


pay- 
ident 
employee. 


Statement reveals that Edward Klau- | 
ber, Paul W. Kesten and Mefford R. | 


Runyon probably would receive three 


highest amounts under any plan | 
adopted for the current year. 
Paley’s $204,320 
Proxy statement shows that CBS | 
paid Paley $204,320: Edward Klau- 
ber, $100,679; Paul W. Kesten, $61,390 | 
and Mefford R. Runyon, $40,235, as | 
remuneration for the 52 weeks ended | 
Dec. 28, 1940. Also that paid to 
directors and officers of the corpora- 
tion, considered as a group, for ser- 
vices in all capacities, $695,870 (this 
sum including the listed remunera- | 
tions paid to Paley, Klauber, Kesten 


and Runyon 


John J. Burns, for legal services). 


| 


and compensation paid | 


The corporation paid to Rosenberg, | 
Goldmark & Colin, of which partner- | 


ship Ralph F. Colin is a member, 


$55,625 as compensation for legal ser- | 


vices. The remunerations paid to 
Klauber, Kesten and Runyon includ- 
ed $54,780, $25,390 and $15,235, dis- 


relations for WFIL vice Fred Dodge, | plain why they were not crazy gullible enough to give their checks to anyone on such a phony story 
| who left to join radio department of | about immediate permission to com- they’d better be sure and turn over all future earnings intact to their 
mercialize television. parents. 
> 
| 
' 
| 
INDIAN 
WAPOLIS| 
| 
| | 
PRODUCES . 
"Station WLW is a potent force in our area in inducing profitable sales in - 
drug stores by its great appeal to the public. 


tributed as additional compensation. | 


Corporation 
Klauber, 757 


sold 4,015 
shares to Kesten, 
shares to Runyon and to two other 
officers, not including Paley, an ag- 
gregate of 691 shares, of Class A 
stock at $15 per share on Feb. 16, 
1940, according to option plan which 


shares to | 
1 091 | 


had been approved by stockholders 
in March, 1937. 
Proxy statement also includes a} 


proposed plan whereby 


independent | 


public accountants would be elected | 


annually, 


Stockholders will be asked to vote | 


on 14 directors. Class A stock direc- 
tors nominated are Prescott S. Bush, 
J. A. W. Iglehart, Paul W. Kesten, 
Edward Klauber, Samuel Paley, Dor- 
sey Richardson and Herbert Bayard 
Swope. Class B directors nominated 
are William S. Paley, John J. Burns, 
Ralph F. Colin, Gen. Malin Craig, 
U.S.A., retired; Isaac D. Levy, Leon 
Levy and Mefford R. Runyon. 





Extend ‘Fibber,’ Kyser 


Hollywood, March 25. 


Contract renewals have come 
through for ‘Fibber McGee and 
Molly’ and Kay Kyser’s ‘College of 


Musical Knowledge.’ 
Both are on NBC 


| 
| 





| 
| 








Wakefield on the Job 


Washington, March 25. 

Membership of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission — depleted 
since the late Thad H. Brown with- 
drew last summer after Congression- 
al opposition to his continuance in 
office—was restored last week when 
Ray C. Wakefield, of California, was 
sworn in as the seventh member of 
the Government agency. 

Wakefield, a former member of the 
California Railroad Commission, 
who has presided as president since 
Aug., 1938, slid into his seat at the 
Commish with hardly a nod from 
official Washington. His first job 
was to listen to the big networks ex- 











Pelletier’s Ribbing Routine 


When Mona Paulee, Mary Van Kirk and Lansing Hatfield were in- 
formed last week that they had been selected as winners in the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Auditions, they were called to the home of Wilfred 
Pelletier, in New York, to rehearse vocals they were to sing on the 
Sunday (23) afternoon program over WJZ-NBC. Conductor, working 
up a poker-faced routine, began to tell them they would have to pay 
him 25% of their Sherwin-Williams fees, i0% of all future opera pay, 
15% of all future concert income, plus 25% of their gross income fer 
management, and an additional 10% for publicity. 

Two girls, who are comparatively inexperienced, were downcast at 
the prospect of forking over so much of their anticipated earnings. 
But Miss Paulee volunteered that if she’d known she owed part of her 
Sherwin-Williams money to Pelletier she would have given him her 
last check from the company. Thereupon the conductor couldn't 
deadpan the gag any longer, but told the winners that if they were 



























As a result of this, and the very helpful service of the station's Merchandising 
Department, our salesmen are eager to go after and obtain the profitable 


business which the station's activities make possible for us." 


(Signed) Calvin A. King, Mgr. 


The Bailey Drug Company travels 5 
salesmen in 29 counties In Eastern Ohio. 


REPRESENTATIVES: New York — Transamerican Broadcasting & Television Corp. 
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Chicage — WLW, 230 N. Michigan Avenue. 
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Bailey Drug Co. 
Zanesville, Ohio 


Sen Prancisce — Internationa! Redic Seles. 
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™YRT AND MARGE’ 

With Myrtle Vail, Helen Mack, 
Henrietta Tedro, James Van Dyk, 
Ray Hedge, David Ross 

15 Mins. 

SUPERSUDS 

Daily, 10:15 a.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


iSherman-Marquetie) 


‘Myrt and Marge,’ with Myrtle 
Vail still starred and ftilm-iegit 
actress Helen Mack succeeding we 
deceased Donna Damerel as Marge. 
continues as an example of Ameri- 
can hoke-lore, yet the obvious 


sincerity of Myrt does much to ex- 
plain the program's 10 years or so 
on the air. Miss Mack naturally has 
a tough assignment the new 
Marge 

Myrt, believing Marge guilty of 
killing Mr. Merrill, has made a con- 
fession and is attempting to take the 
rap herself. Marge has been away 
but fearing the worst, she’s hurrying 
home to explain her knowledge ol 
the case. Meanwhile, there’s Myris 
friend Lil, a dimwit guy named 
Clarence, Myrt’s lawyer Mr. Field- 
ing, plus such assorted characters as 
Bill Boyle, a ruthless district at- 
torney, and a kindly police chief. 

It’s all super-obvious and rather 
old-jashioned, but apparently 


as 


| Milton 


tailored for mass appeal. Miss Vail | 
vets billing. but neither Miss Mack 
nor ennouncer David Ross is men- 


tioned on the air. 

Show is produced by the William 
Morris agency for Sherman- 
Marquetie agency, Chicago. Cliff 


Thomas is the scripter and Lindsey 
MacHarrie directs. Supersuds is 
running a letter contest (with box- 
tops) this week for vast amounts In 
Government bonds. The copy is Just 
about the windiest and most insist- 
ent on record. Hobe. 


‘FOR MEN ONLY’ 
Forum 

30 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Friday, 1@ p.m. 

WHEC, Rochester, N. Y. 

Idea of this program is to pick a 
controversial question, put three ‘ex- 
perts’ on one side and three laymen 
on the other, and let ’em scrap it 
out over the air. Completely unre- 
hearsed, it becomes a bit jumbled at 
times and does little to settle the 
question at issue. 

Undoubtedly the main intent is 
entertainment, but it appears that it 
would have more effectiveness even 


in this field if the ‘referee,’ Ken 
French, kept a little better order 
and the heavy thinkers’ were 


prodded to at least answer the more 
a questions instead of de- 
9uTing. 


METROPOLITAN AUDITIONS OF 
THE AIR ; 

W..i Mona Paulee, Lansing Hatfield, 
Mary Van Kirk, Edward Johnson, 

Cross, Arthur W. Steudel, 
Wilfred Pelletier, Metropolitan 
Opera Orchestra. 

30 Siins. 

SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT 

Sunday, 5 p.m. 





WEAF, New York 

Winners of the sixth annual Metro- 
politan Auditions of the A were 
Mona Pau!lee, mezzo-soprano of Ed 
monion, Alberta; Lansing Hatfield. 
Dass-Daritone of Fi n, Va.. and 
Mary Van Kirk, con o of Cleve- 
land All three are the possessors 


of adequate voices, with that of Hat- 
field perhaps the best, but none at 
the present time have sufficient vocal 
material to startle the operatic pub- 
EG. 

The usual fuss and squirmish, em- 
barrassing mush concerning the sing- 
ers was dished out by Milton Cross, 
Edward Johnson, and Arthur W. 
Steudel, president of the Sherwin- 
Williams Co., sponsors of the broad- 
casts. 

Steudel presented each of the win- 
ners with a check for $1,000, and 
mentioned in passing that now 20 
‘graduates’ of the auditions are at 
the Met. which comprises about one- 
fifth of the company and not neces- 


'sarily the best thing that could hap- 


Program has catchy opening with 
couple of women apparently trying 
to crash tossed out on grounds it’s 


“for men only.’ 
ensemble plays opening and closing 
numbers in lively fashion. Cord. 


BERCOVICI 

News Commentator 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 

Daily, 11 a.m. 

WSAY, Rochester, N. Y. 

Smooth news commentator with 
slightly foreigr accent gives impres- 
sion of genuine knowledge of the 
European field. 

Handles himself and power poli- 
tics well. Cord. 


Ken Sparnon’s string 


pen to the Met artistically. 

Each,of the singers in a prepared 
and stereotyped address thanked 
Johnson and Steudel, and expressed 
their appreciation. 

Vocal selections by the winners 
comprised the aria ‘Weiche, Wotan, 
Weiche.” from Wagner's ‘Rheingold,’ 
sung by Miss Van Kirk, who dis- 
closed a pleasing contralto with a 
| fine quality, although somewhat short 
‘in the upper register; the aria of 
| Vulean from Gounod’s ‘Philemon et 
| Baucis.’ sung in excellent French 
land with a fine spun legato by Hat- 
| field. whose powerful resonant tones 
indicate he will probably go some- 
where: and the aria ‘Elle est la’ from 
Thomas's ‘Mignon,’ sung rather 
poorly by Miss Paulee. The latter 
singer’s voice is very tight in the 


uppermost notes, and a sense of 
strain is present. Her handling of 
runs and cadenzas leaves much to 


the imagination, while sharping of 
top tones does not aid the effect. 
The finale had the three singers 
doing a hodge-podge on _ Bizet’s 
‘Ouvre ton Coeur.’ in which none of 
them, including the song, showed up 
to advantage. Smith, 


JOSE BETHENCOURT ORCH. 
15 Mins. 
| Sustaining 
Friday, 8:15 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

From Chicago, that un-Latin burg, 
comes this melange of tango, conga, 
samba and whatnot. It’s an ex- 
|change for South America (via 
shortwave) as well as for domestic 
}consumption. Announcements are 
made in both languages, which 
}sounds strange in this country and 
|}on a network particularly. It empha- 
| sizes that pan-Americanism is on the 
upbeat and that NBC is celebrating 
10 years of programming from and 
to the latin republics. 
| It’s an easy-going, pleasant quar- 
ter hour of tunes from Brazil, Guate- 
‘mala, Cuba and so forth. Land. 
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brochure; 











Watch for it! 
the story of HOW 
YOU CAN TELL 
YOUR STORY in a 


soon. 





real, thriving marketl 














Mr. Time Buyer: 


LOOK 
WLOK’s 


new, revised “Market Data” 
it's now on the 
presses and will reach you 


It tells 





& 


| 


| 


| Washington report, or drop the lat- 
| ter 
‘wonder about. 


| have been ad libbing in a two-wa 
| hookup between ; 


|one of which was a magazine. When | 


$04 +o 646006666066046664 | JOHN GUNTHER 


U | Comment 
$ Follow-Up Comment} 15'sins.’ 


Friday, 8 p.m. 
WJZ-NBC, New York 

Gunther quit radio news com- 
menting on Europe some time ago, 
before really clicking in the style 
many observers thought him capable 
on form and stuff. He has been 
Latin lands since then prepar‘ng an 
‘Inside South America’ to match his 
volumes of similar title on Europe 
and Asia, and now, with his return 


HH FHSHHHO SE SCHOOFSCOHOOOS 


Arch Oboler’s last-but-one for 
od old Oxydol (the high test soap 
not. gasoline—that doesn’t make 
you sneeze—or break out) was an 
dapted trifle by novelist Louis 
sromfield entitled ‘ The Listener.’ | 
Not a radio listener, but a rocking 
chair lady who sat in hotel lobbies, 
gardens, behind potted palms, 


under windows, in fact anywhere. ; . 

Her life was lisiening. Not to gossip, | to NBC, it is the continent to the 

Just to hear. People fascinated her, | south that occupies him. 
Story unfolded with a sort of, His clear, realistic, under-the- | 

dreary, eerie, Oboler plausibility, | surface comment should do its part 


underplayed to the point of vanish- | 
ing (making the radio listener stop | 
everything but listening or stop) 
listening—the supreme demand—all | 
of authorship!). It developed finally | 
that she was the lady who tipped | 39 Mins.—Local 

over the bean-wagon that led to the | Sustaining 

egg that Wall Street laid which led | Saturday, 7 p.m. 
to the depression which led to the }WHAS, Louisville 


to increase understanding by dimin- 
ishing fancy and ignorance. Land. 





FORT KNOX PROGRAM 


eat eand ere, we are Foor,us., The | "Probably indicative of the type of 
lobbies and listens, but now she local program which will report, 


fears that people don’t like her | dramatize and glamorize activities at 


Here at least is something differ- | tre various army posts throughout 


ent and probably better than a pro- eg «tye! MB lg a — 


— FAs ° gg a RK ee | It’s a half-hour session which rides 
eng ol gy pick and an|t€ WHAS waves on Saturdays at 
. a € 19 Y “pant vyey < 
Oboler script is always something a ‘ Nog = monthly paydays, 
nobody else would pick or script | when soldiers are anxious to leave 
. ’ * |camp, and wouldn’t relish being tied 


5», |down to j radi - 
‘Great Plays’ program Sunday (23) | avaen > take part in a radio pro 
Bic . 


afternoon on WJZ-NBC used three , 
excerpts from plays of the Ameri-/.,. ; ] S 
can stage from 1920 to 1940, ‘What | tions, just fair, by the 69th Regiment 
Price Glory?’ ‘The Show Off’ and _ band, followed by a talk by Brig.- 
‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois.’ Each in |Gen. Henry W. Baird, of the First 
its Own way was reasonably effec- |4rmored_ Division, who tol 
tive. The Laurence Stallings-Max- | radio audience about life in his par- 
well Anderson piece brought out | ticular branch of the defense forces. 


again the horror of modern war— |The genegal’s remarks were not too | 


timely. It was powerfully played by | lengthy, and pointed out that while 
Ted de Corsia, Walter Kinsella and|the boys work hard, they are also 
Raymond Edward Johnson. George | encouraged to play, and particularly 
Kelly’s ‘Show Off, always as irri-|t©, utilize any talents along enter- 
tating as entertaining, tended to | tainment lines which they may pos- 
stress the former quality as a revival | 5€55- 

and the Robert E. Sherwood play, of | Following the general's talk, 
which only Lincoln’s final farewell | male quartet of soldiers harmonized 
to his Springfield neighbors on some old-time hymns in the 
offered, suffered through rhythmic style known around these 


| parts as ‘swing hymns.’ Boys were 


was | 


Johnson’s 
clutching drama that Raymond Mas- 
sey's many performances of the | billy territory, where the conscrip- 
speech have made so familiar. There | tion lists are full of mountain yodel- 
was also an oddly meandering bit/ers and guitar players. Following 
between the several plays, a garru- | 
lous confab between an apple-sciler 
and a flagpole-sitter of the 1920’s— 
it wasn’t clear why. Production and | 


introed, of the usual instrumentation 
string guitar, bass, and the like. 
Interview with a medium tank 





direction of the whole show were | operator followed the musical num- 
crisp and clear. bers, and turned out to be most in- 
seit teresting part of program. Lad gave 

Eddie Cantor’s first show from | plenty of info about himself, how he 
New York over NBC was compact! liked army life, the food, his first 
and socky. Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, | experience in a tank, and the gen- 
Dionne quintuplets’ physician, did|eral enthusiasm he had for army 


unusually well in exchanging quips 
and razzing Cantor as a comedian. 
Canadian’ medico, who sells himself 
on the air as a regular fellow and a 
loveable, sometimes quaint-accented 
character, is an old hand at radio. 
Has guested on many comedy and 
variety shows. (with Cantor before) 
as well daytime programs. Reads a 


training and routine. Interview was 
obviously prearranged and read from 
script, but questions and answers 
were smoothly delivered 
stress was on army life not being all 
drudgery and work. Hold. 


Roberts, too. 


in} 


Program opened with hand selec- | 





jing asleep 


told the —e 


ee 


‘OUT OF THE AIR’ 

With Hiram Sherman, Don Bri 
Betty Tarbe, Ed Latimer, Ethe} 
Remey, Adele Romson, Raiph 

| Dumke, Lewis Van Rooten, Dean 

| Carlton, John Kane, John Gibson 

30 Mins. : 
Sustaining 
| Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
| This new radio comedy by Eliza- 
beth and James Hart has good points 
;and a moderate sprinkling of laughs. 
| but may be doubtful for mass ap- 
|peal due to too much shop talk and 
|inside stuff on the show business 
which may easily be over heads of 
| many listeners. It’s a nice studio job, 
| directed by Mark Loeb, with Hiram 
Sherman as the embittered former 
vaudeville headliner blaming radio 
for demise of live talent, turning in 
an excellent performance. Basically, 
it's the dramatic material content 
which is deficient. 

Narrative opens with Al Devore, 
who once headed his own act, fall- 
in the public library 
where he had been hibernating be- 





/cause he had no other place to go, 
| Library 
|with reminder that he couid 
| there only if he 


| started reading 


attendant awoke Devore 
Stay 
read. When Devore 
loudly he disturbed 
another reader, a girl he had once 
known in vaudeville. For a moment 
Devore tried to bluff it out, pretend- 
ing that he had been working on 
something so big in the way of a 
show that it would make page one in 
Variety, But the truth came out. 
In order to keep his shelter from 
cold, heat and rain, Devore had read 
everything including the Encylopedia 
from volume AAA to 


Girl gets him a place to park ina 
tea room operated by relatives but 
Devore’s bragging about a mythical 


| comeback that would knock the cus- 





tomers in the aisles left everyone 
cold. By accident Devore got tickets 
to a quizz show and, owing to enor- 
mous amount of miscellaneous 
knowledge he picked up, won one 


|grand prize after another, becoming 


iis 


as good as the average in this hill- | 


a national radio celeb. 

Thread of light romantic interest 
interwoven. Finale had Devore 
winding up broke again, but at last 


|minute got a phone call from ‘Finger 
'of Fortune’ radio program giving him 


the vocal quartet, a string band was | 


prize of $40,000 or $200 a month. 
Stanza waxed satirical about quizz 


shows as a whole. Pointed touch 
about the big award was that Devore 
didn’t even own a radio set and 


never listened to the ‘Finger of For- 
tune.’ Mori. 


‘THIS IS AMERICA’ 
Transcriptions 

15 Mins. 

SPAULDING BAKERIES 
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m. 


| WTRY, Troy 


General | 


| 


script without making fact obvious. Other spielers par- 
Bert Gordon, ‘the Mad Russian,’ | UC!pating and winning prizes, were: 
turned on a steady stream of giggles Frank Gallop, Fred Uttal, Mel Allen, 
and guffaws in a bit with Dafoe Dan Seymour and Del Sharbutt. 
near the finish. Olive Major, 13-|_ This week Vox Pop will interview 4 
year-old soprano, did an aria in 2 8TOUP of young stage, screen and 
French with a finesse suggesting radio stars, 
Deanna Durbin in latter’s days with ie 
Cantor. Von Zell’s messages on Sal Lucy Monroe was in excellent 
popenes as a laxative still pretty | voice Su: day night on the Dr. Lyons 
bad. toothpowder show with Conrad Thi- 
| ——_ bault equally effective. ASCAP or 
John W. Vandercook, in cutting no, this session, along with the en- 
|off a 20-year-old Frenchman just suing Album of Familiar Music, both 


; warming up to a story, via a trans- 
| Atlantic interview with John Mc- 
| Vane, NBC, London, adhered to net- 
work’s rigid time schedule, but his 
| judgment seemed questionable. Fred 
Bate, NBC’s London chief, in a two- 
way interview with McVane a few 
hours after Bate landed in the U. S. 
via Clipper, suggested that McVane 
contact French lad and put him on 
the air. McVane agreed, although 
observing the young man’s English 
might be inadequate. Bate said 


occupying the 9-10 p.m. slot on 
WEAF, somehow manages a good va- 
riety. The ‘Manhattan Merry-Go- 
Round’ keynote is good springboard. 
Miss Monroe’s ‘Clap Hands,’ a Mexi- 


Versailles. There are mentions 
Copacabana, Bill’s Gay 90s, and other | 
N. Y. niteries. Latter, incidentally. 
made for an effective nostalgic finale 
with the mauve decade (‘public do- 
main’) reprises, 


he | 


jand 


Series of patriotic-historical tran- 
scriptions produced by Frederic Ziv 
organization of Cincinnati. Defi- 
nitely on the _ flag-waving — side. 


|(WTRY had group of 125 educators 


civic leaders assembled at a 
local hotel to hear the first transcrip- 
tion.) 


Episode started with two men 
driving along a road and rhapso- 


dizing about the beauties of United 
States and the privileges enjoyed by 
its citizens. Next a reference to 
pioneering Americans, and a cut 


for a dramatization of Dai 

3oone’s trek over mountains from 
Carolina into Kentucky. Boone and 
a male companion were the two 
characters portrayed. Then back to 


ithe present for a brief exhortation 


|dramatic part with a fore and aft 


can excerpt, thus is tied in with the | 
of | 


a+ 
ab 
ce 

eP 


f+ 


by a commentator and request tl] 
listeners join in pledge of allegiar 
to the flag. Station builds up tl 


e.t. choral 
Beautiful.’ 


YT: 


rendition of ‘America tl 
Jaco. 


Evelyn Tolin, of WEFI, 
publicity department, has 
for service in the Women’s Defense 


Boston, 
“ - a7 n 
enr ylled 


| Corps. 





would translate, if necessary. Whe. so __>£_£_[[——= saan 





| McVane, more than a month later, 
did bring fiier to the studio for the 


yarn, he and aviator were blacked 
| out before corking tale had been 
| half spun. McVane askedequestions 


in French; interviewee replied, slow- 


Why Vandercook did not give him In Canada 
two or three minutes more and take 
this time out of Earl Godwin’s | 


Also line 
Recording of 
the highest 


altogether, was something to 


Poor showmanship 
to toss away a real story not likely 


to be heard again for Godwin’s 
routine stuff (heard twice daily) | Quality 
jfrom Washington. Incidentally. 


Many 
Satisfied 
U.S. Clients 


Godwin and Vandercook recently | 


L New York and the | 
capitol. 


Vox te ° in quizzing six an/ 
nouncers, had Parks Johnson ask 
Kenneth Roberts to identify a series 
of names, etc., beginning with ‘Vv’, 


Roberts hesitated, Johnson sort of | For Canada. 


threw him a line with, ‘You are in | 
show business?’ Roberts then gave | 
the correct answer: Variety. It | 
sounded as though several studio | 
audience members tried to prompt 





ly, con geo French lad told of ACETATE 

assembling an old plane almost un- j 

der the eyes of German soldiers in eCondi ngs 

bere) France and flying it to Processed and Pressed 
“ngianda, 


Vertical or Lateral 


Compo Company Limited, 
Lachine, Montreal, Canada. 
Transcription headquarters 
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— We congratulate the 


126 CBS stations 


for the many special things they are doing to move 29,300,000 
U.S. radio families “less than an inch’’on their dials! 





The Havana Treaty changes go into effect this Satur- 
day. And the CBS stations are getting a terrific pro- 
motion “plus” out of the shift. 

They’ve let their imaginations wander along the 
path of good promotion... planned the basic things 
first... and then put into effect the unusual, the things 

- 
that mark CBS stations as smartly aggressive. 

They're arranging sales with local department 
stores, with the sale price the same as the new fre- 
quency of the station... a $10.70 sale in one of Los 
Angeles’ leading stores will call sharp attention to the 
new frequency of KNX, for example. 

They’re giving prizes to everybody whose tele- 
phone number, social security number, street address 
or automobile license is the same as the new fre- 
quency. Theyre covering railroad trains, street cars, 
buses, taxicabs, with posters featuring the change. 
They’re even flying kites imprinted with the new 


frequency! 


They’re getting circulars in all customer mail sent 
out by their own local clients. Theyre flooding their 
cities with crews of boys and girls, carrying portable 
radio sets and placards announcing the change, 
They're enlisting civic groups, business groups, reli- 
gious groups, education groups, to spread word of 
their new frequencies, 

They're doing all these things in addition to the 
basic comprehensive plan sent to stations by the NAB. 

They’re doing them in addition to the “irreducible 
minimum” suggested by CBS, 

They’re doing them in addition to the distribution 
of over 1,600,000 pieces of display material sent out 
by CBS and the individual stations.” 

With the net result that these 126 CBS stations 
will transfer their audiences...or hold them at the old 
addresses...‘‘without spilling a drop,” on March 29, 

So... our congratulations to the CBS stations: the 


most alert group of stations in radio! 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


* Samples of all display material are included in the “CBS working kit,” with copies available on request to any advertiser. 
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Wilder and Fabian Circuit Jointly 





Underwrite Met Opera In Albany | 


Albany, March 25. 

Something new in promotion tie- 
ups by a station is the part that 
WTRY, Troy, which is 15 miles away, 
will play in the one-night stand of 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. at the 
Palace theatre here. 
May 5. Harry Wilder, 
WTRY, has co-underwritten the en- 
gagement with the Fabian theatre 
interests to the amount of $11,500. 

Wiider, who figures that the most 
that the two underwriters can do 
on the proposition is break even, 
went into the project for the com- 
munity buildup that his new outlet 
would derive from it. WTRY will 
put on several stunts to plug the 
event, while the Fabian theatres will 
give the station prominent mention 
in its own trailers about the opera 
date. 





Ceremonies for Prison 


Show, Winner of An 


Award From Peabody 





Fort Worth, March 25. 


ing the broadcast of WBAP’s Texas 


Prison System third anniversary 60- 
minute show on March 19 and com- 
mended WBAP and the Fort Worth 
Star Telegram for its ‘public service 
broadcasts.” This program has just 
won an award from the Peabody 
Foundation of Georgia. 

Paul Mitchell, life-termer, 
plained in a dramatic interview 
Dave Byrn, WBAP announcer, 
it felt to be the 13th man on 
demned row and eat two ‘last 


ex- 
with 
how 
con- 


sentence just before his third execu- 
tion. More than 100 entertainers 
took part in the anniversary show 
and, as usual all key positions such 


as announcer, continuity and pro- 
duction director, program director 
and performers, were filled by 


prisoners. 





Farm Listeners’ Advisory 


Committee 


Yankton, S. D., March 25. 
Farm listeners council, composed 
o° real farmers, 
various farm communities, 
few businessmen who deal 


plus a 
closely 


with farmers and farm problems, has | 





The date is| 
head of} 





| dominate convention. 
Gov. W. Lee O’Daniel spoke dur- | 





| Baukhage, 
| Warner, of Columbia, as president 
| for 1941-42. 
| Lewis, of Mutual. 
sup- | 

pers’ before receiving a commuted | ies 


on Programs 


representatives of 


VEL MAY SPONSOR 


SOME LOCAL SHOWS 


Colgate has become interested in 





local programs for the plugging of |i; new program director. 
its lotion, Vel. la mikeman. 











PAYROLL TRAFFIC 








Toledo—Jack Harrington, former 
announcer at WHAS, Louisville, at 
WSPD. 





Clare Taylor of WSPD, has be- 
come chief engineer of Recording 
Corp. of America at Cleveland. 

Al Ruehfal is now doing publicity 
at WSPD. 





Hartford.—At WTHT Fred Bieber 
Formerly 
Replaces Bob Mar- 


Sherman & Marquette, of Chicago, | tineau, assigned to sales, replacing 


is the agency on the product. 


DOUBTS ABOUT 
N. Y. FOR N.AB. 


The Merchants Association of New | 


York City is trying to get next year’s 
convention of National Association of 
Broadcasters to come to Manhattan 
but so far no local station has been 
found to sponsor the bid at conclave 
to be held in May. 

Network affiliate stations in New 
York are hesitant about raising ques- 
tion as chain officials wish to avoid 
possible criticism that they want to 











| 
} 





Baukhage Heads Radio 


Correspondents Ass’n 


Washington, March 25. 
All thtee national networks have 
now enjoyed prestige of seeing one | 
of their gabbers heading the Radio | 
| 
| 
| 





Correspondents’ Association. H. R. 


of NBC, succeeds Al 


First prexy was Fulton | 


Other officers for the next year 
Fred Morrison, 
vice-president; Steve 
MBS, secretary, 
Tully, Yankee Network, treasurer. 








| Lee Net Gets ‘Twig Bent” 





Don Lee Network last week got 


the contract on the new General | 


Foods serial, ‘How the Twig Is Bent,’ 
from the Benton & Bowles agency. 
The series will plug 40% Post Bran 


| Flakes, 





Spartanburg Changes 


Spartanburg, S. C., March 25. 
WORD joins NBC blue network 


been formed by WNAX, local CBS | March 29. On same date WSPA be- 
Station, to coordinate ideas on dif-| comes full time CBS outlet, with 


ferent types of farm broadcasts. 


| schedule boost of 12% to 17% hours 


‘Chuck’ Worcester, WNAX farm|and power increase 1,000 to 5,000 
service director, will preside at re-/ watts. 


gular luncheon meetings to be held | 


at Sioux City. 


tations are owned by Spartan- 


| burg Advertising Co. 





} -——— 





RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 


The BASIC 


“The best yardstick measuring our 
worth as radio station representa- 
tives is the steady progress in the 
national field of every station we 
represent. 


“During 1939 we showed an ayer- 
age increase of 17% over 1938. 
“During 1940 our increase was 
42% over 1939.” 












and Francis J.|He was 
Peters, WNEW, N. Y., and Benton & | ; : 
|ed to line up his WNAC, Boston, and 


Walter Nielson, drafted. 

Announcer George Martin left 
Santa Barbara, Cal. Another an- 
nouncer, George Monahan, left for 
year with National Guard at Fort 
| Blanding, Fla. Added to the an- 
nouncing staff is Eleanor LaZarre. 

Bruce Kerns from WTIC in draft. 








Regina, Sask.—The 16th and new- 
est member of the staff of CHAB, 
Moose Jaw, is Ralph Lewis Rorley, 

Sales manager Louis Bourgeois, of 
CHAB is back at work after two 
months specia] officers’ training at 
Dundurn Military Camp. 





Schenectady.— John Carnell, of 
WGY’s accounting department, is the 
first staffer to be called into U. S. 
service. He leaves April l. 





Pittsburgh.—_Ray Shannon has re- 
placed Everett Neill as program di- 
rector at KQV. 

Regina, Sask.—Joe McKinnon, 
CJRM announcer, leaves April 1 for 
the Royal Canadian Air Force and 
announcer Bill Walker is on call and 
will leave in the fall. 

Operator Gerry Quinney is in hos- 
pital. 

W. W. Grant, chief engineer at 
CBK, Watrous, Sask., now flying of- 
ficer at the Montreal wireless train- 
ing school, 





Peoria, Ill—Hugh Boice, Jr., has 


Trans-Radio, | joined WMBD to do advertising con- 
McCormick, | tacting throughout the middlewest. 


formerly with Free & 
Bowles. 
| Birmingham.— Added to staff of 
| WSGN as announcer is Walter Wind- 
|sor, former spieler at WAAT and 
| WMCA, 





San 


| KGO-KPO, replacing Abbott Tess- 


man, transferred to the NBC Holly- | Stockholder and he proposes to align 


wood studios. Browning has previ- 


and WILL, Decatur, Ill. 





WFBC announcing staff. 





New York City.—Douglas 





Francisco—Reed Browning | tetim to get itself substitute releases 
has joined the announcers’ staff at |f0r the blue in both towns. 


ously worked at KGMB, Honolulu, | ©*¢lusively, as of June 16, 1942. 


Way, | 


Saturday Morning Gets Nod 





Lever Bros. has for the first time become interested in Saturday 


will consist of 14 stations. 


morning advertising on the networks. 
NBC-red for two quarter-hour shows starting July 5. 
Ruthrauff & Ryan, which handles Rinso, 


It is buying a half-hour on the 
Initial hookups 


will be the agency on these periods. 


Lever Bros., in Saturday morning 


advertisers in general. 
particularly strong for advertisers 


Activity of Hecker Products and Johnson & Johnson, as well as 


broadcasts is regarded by several 


agencies as presaging a marked trend in that direction among national 
These agencies figure that the appeal will be 


with small budgets. With, say, 


$150,000, a small advertiser could underwrite one of these Saturday 
morning periods for 52 weeks. This same advertiser is out of the 
running when it comes to evening programing or daytime strips, which 


making Saturday morning periods 


as a rule call for five quarter-hours a week. With the latter setup 


an odd lot, the small advertiser 


thus finds himself in a buyer’s market and can designate the extent 


of his hookup. 








Strotz Sees Big Summer Showcasing 





Sees Quiz and ‘Audience-Buying’ Programs in 


Gradual Dissolve—Deplores Agency Skepticism 





vv 


GULF SPRAY DISCS 
TO 30 IN MID-MAY 


Gulf Spray will start its transcrip- 
tion series this season in the middle 
of May. There will be about 30 
markets and the discs, featuring 
Jack Birch, will be run off at the 
rate of two a week for 13 weeks. 

Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


SHEPARD NIX 
TO NBC BLUE 














John Shepard, 3rd, has answered 
NBC’s query on whether he intend- 


WEAN, Providence, with the NBC- 
blue after June 15, 1942, the termi- 
nation date of his present contract 
with NBC. The reply was in the 





negative and NBC will use the in- 


Shepard is a Mutual Network 


WNAC and WEAN with that web, 








Greenville, S. C.—Dick Pryor, for- | New Watertown Station 
merly of WAGA, Atlanta, has joined | 


Under Thomas Martin | 


Watertown, N. Y., March 25. | 
Thomas E. Martin, for several | 


| formerly with WJJD, Chicago, and | years announcer at WGY, Schenec- 


| WFBM, Indianapolis, has joined the |tady, and for the past couple of jcial commitments, 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Quiz and ‘audience buying’ pro- 
grams are nearing the end of their 
tether and only a few of the more 


popular ones will survive, declared 
NBC's vice prez in charge of pro- 
grams, Sidney Strotz, on his arrival 
here to coordinate the net’s shows on 
a national basis. Shows of the ‘Pot 
o’ Gold’ type, which ‘buy’ an audi- 
ence, ultimately don’t justify the 
effort and outlay because they lack 
a constructive basis, he believes. 
Strotz also expressed his disap- 
pointment at the slow“progress made 
by saleable talent due to the scramble 
after seasoned performers. He said 
the chain’s affiliates are turning up 
new talent in greater numbers than 


| ever before but the agencies are shy- 


ing away from the novices until their 
worth is proven. Strotz promised 
that the potential Bennys, Allens, 
et al, would get a thorough Showcas- 
ing this summer. 

Just now Strotz is more interested 
in setting up a unified production 
front for programs that move around 
so as to eliminate conditions peculiar 
to certain sections of the country and 
will pass 10 days here and in Frisco 
to make all production centres basic- 
ally the same. 





KNX SELLS A PAIR 


‘I Was There’ to General Petroleum— 
Hudnut Takes ‘Showcase’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Two KNX programs have come 
out of the showcase for commer- 
‘I Was There’ 








| staff of WWRL, Woodside, N. Y., as | ™onths announcer-producer at WIS, gets bankrolling by General Petro- 


newscaster, 
Juneau, Alaska.—Walter L.. 
formerly manager of KVAN, 





Read, 
Van- 


of KOOS, Marshfield, Ore., has been 


Juneau. 
who has been transferred to the na- 
tional sales department of the North- 
west Radio Advertising Co. Latter 
firm and KINY are both owned by 
Edwin A. Kraft, of Seattle, who is 
also publisher of Alaska Life mag. 





Miami.—Joe Ford, formerly with 
WSGN, Birmingham; has joined the 
announcing staff at WIOD, Miami. 

Mrs. C. R. Collins, 
worker and chairman of PTA radio 


tional director at WIOD. 


tion man has joined WKAT as news 
commentator and production 
ager. 

Bob Beutel, WKAT announcer, has 
been called for army duty. Will be 
stationed at Camp Blandings. 





Salt Lake City—Rod O'Connor, 
news commentator for KSL, leaves 
to take similar position with WCCO, 
Minneapolis. 





Atlanta.—Pete Cassel, guitarist and 
vocalist, has joined the entertainment 
staff of WSB. 

Bob Adams, engineer 
away for year’s training as reserve 
army officer. Gordon Swan, for- 
merly with WAPI, Birmingham, re- 


placing him. 





Minneapolis.—Helen Reis, 





Pe ee Sea: ies ogi BE £4 og ieee Re Te 
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week to marry in Washington, D. C. 


SS ‘ F ho MR ig te SE Le 


at WSB, | 


int WCCO | 
publicity writer, left the station this 


couver, and previous to that manager | 


appointed general manager of KINY, | 
He succeeds C. B. Arnold, | 


educational 
committee, has been named educa- | 
Leslie Bain, former NBC produc- | 


mane | 





| Columbia, S. C., has been appointed | 
|manager of the Watertown, N. Y. 


Times’ new station. 
| Martin, a native of Watertown (as | 


is his wife), worked on the paper | 
at one time. | 


leum and Hudnut put ‘Hollywood 
Showcase’ under sponsorship. 

Both are being produced by Russ 
Johnston, KNX program _ director, 
who nursed the shows along. Both 
are for the Coast web. 











It’s 







interest. 





] ye & 


Every survey that has been 
made of radio listening habits 
in Detroit during the last ten 
years shows that WW4J leads 
all other stations in 


National Representatives 


George P. Hollingbery Company 


New York -:- Chicago -:- Atlante 
> Sen Francisco -:- Los Angeles 


s> 


listener 
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O17 GIVEN NO 
PROFIT SPUR 


Latest Hearings Reveal Little 
Zest for Big Cash Outlays 
With No Encouragement 
From Government 








FLY’S ATTITUDE 





Washington, March 25. 
Responsibility for deciding wheth- 
er to allow television to go commer- 
cial without restraint looks like a 
major Federal Communications Com- 
mission worry, following three days 


of hearings which reemphasized the 
divergence of opinion about visual 
radio’s maturity and outlook. The 
hearings which folded Monday (24) 
—third inside a year—were marked 
by distinct disinclination by the 
Radio Corp. of America—National 
Broadcasting Co. faction to stick a 
neck out once more and toughness 
of the most rampant New Deal reg- 
ulators. Novelty was provided by 
interim developments receiving con- 
siderable attention, chiefly CBS’ 
color transmission and the impact of 
the war. 

With Columbia in same position it 
took a year ago (but making its re- 
luctance more obvious) and most of 
the others only lukewarm, the regu- 
lators were put on the spot and un- 
mistakably startled to hear that 
RCA-NBC are by no means anxious 
to jump into commercialized, regu- 
larly-scheduled operation at this 
point. The victim of the Commis- 
sion’s 1940 wrath doesn’t want to be 
a fall guy for the second time inside 
12 months. ‘ 

Time-Sharing 


The other relief from tedious rep- 
etition was a series of threatening 
reminders by Chairman James L. 
Fly and Commissioner Fred _ I. 
Thompson that anybody who doesn’t 
like the idea of providing 30 hours’ 
service weekly may have to be sat- 
isfied with some kind of time-shar- 
ing arrangement. Pair of New Deal- 


ers repeatedly mirrored suspicion 
that the industry is more concerned 
about dollars and cents than about 
promoting public interest, challeng- | 
ing statements that the volume of 
business in sight—even if all limita- 
tions on time sales are removed— 
will not be ample to pay the bill 


for five hours of transmission each 
week day. 


Minor and temporary fireworks in- | 
cluded suggestions that films, rather | 
than live talent, should be used to | 


@ greater degree in order to cut 
production costs, unwillingness of 
Paramount Pictures to put a witness 
on the stand following mtimations 
the film industry is putting on a dog- 
in-the-manger act, bewildering ob- 
servation by Fly suggesting there is 
still strong feeling that money-mak- 
ing ought to be deferred longer, and 
objections to the anti-monopoly 
safeguards proposed by the Commish 
in the form of a rule that no licensee 
can have more than three outlets. 
Fly Anti-Commercial 

When the session was over, the 
engineers and lawyers were in a 
complete quandary about the FCC’s 
own inclinations. Almost no ques- 
tions were asked by Commissioners 
T. A. M. Craven, George Henry 


Payne, Norman S. Case and the 
rookie, Ray C. Wakefield. (Com- 
missioner Paul A. Walker, sick, 


missed all sessions). From private 
and official statements, Craven has 
been cataloged as favoring unre- 
stricted commercial operation; Payne 
as against peddling of video oppor- 
tunities; and Case as still believing 
in the ‘limited commercialization’ 
stop-gap. Most perplexing, however, 
was Fly’s casual remark early in the 
proceedings that ‘we feel that no sys- 
tem should be commercialized to- 
day’ because the tests have been in- 
sufficient to demonstrate what stand- 
ards will prove most satisfactory. 
The war and defense situations 
were used pro and con. Cobumbia 
raised the objection that, wit> all 


available manpower and material go- 


CHILLY ON 


TELEVIS 





ION 





ing into strengthening the military 
and naval establishments, it is un- 
realistic to talk currently about un- 
veiling a new industry of major pro- 
portions. Fingers of RCA-NBC were 
crossed, too. But Allen B. DuMont 
crowd suggested the Commish 
should release the brakes so video 
could square away to tackle the in- 
evitable unemployment problem that 
will follow the end of the war-de- 
fense boom and said that with all 
the money in circulation the present 
is an ideal time for the christening. 


DuMont showed the greatest im- 
patience, while the Radio Manufac- 
turers Association—which set the 
pace a year ago—was cautious. The 
equipment people, who came in with 
a modified proposal that the Com- 
mish should endorse a 525-line sys- 
tem (rather than 441 lines as rec- 
ommended last year), did not go 
much beyond a= guaranty that, 





whenever the program and produc- 


tion condundrums are answered and The DuMont estimate of $150 an hour | 


the regulators flash a green light, re- 
ceivers will be available. 


Color Not Ready 

The color issue (CBS insisted it 
wasn’t throwing cold water simply 
because its technique hasn’t been 
entirely perfected) bobbed up re- 
peatedly. With Adrin Murphy, the 
Columbia video director, conceding 
obstacles still have to be overcome, 
the National Television System Com- 
mittee group said color transmission 
still is not ready for regular service 
but is promising. 

Minimum of 30 hours’ service 
weekly was the thing on which most 
of the parties agreed most heartily. 
In the negative. 

Economics of video operation 
proved extremely elusive, although 
almost every witness except the Du- 
Mont contingent subscribed to the 





idea that costs will be tremendous. | 


was laughed at by CBS and NBC 
experts, with Adrian Murphy non- 
chalantly commenting it might be 
possible to get a revenue as high as 
$32 an hour two years from now. 
Considering that the average high- 
class network aural program costs 
$2,000 per hour, any such require- 
ment as a 30-hour program week 
would mean an outlay of at least 
$3,000,000, Murphy noted. 


The Commish never did get a very 
detailed eplanation why RCA-NBC 
have cooled off about inaugurating 
regular service. After the first 
shock, the regulators seemed es- 
pecially anxious not to press the 
subject. 

Strong argument against the 30- 
hour requirement was made by Al- 
fred C. Morton, vice-president of 
NBC. 





ling System 





CBS TRADE 
NEWS MOVES 


Trade news which has been a 
separate two - man - and - secretary 
function at the Columbia Troadcast- 
is being incorporated 
into the press department proper. 
This moves Bob Gerdy from Promo- 
tion Director Vie Ratner’s supervi- 
sion to Ted Weber’s of press. 

Meantime Herbert Bayard Swope, 
Jr., will stay in sales promotion to 
be trained as a copy-writer. 








Salt Lake City—Cliaytén Vincent 
added to technical staff of KSL. 














Ie THE faces of the folks 


Money Belt beam like last year’s serge, it's 


from happiness — not lack 


The face powder sold in the region last 
year was sufficient to put a “no glare” fin- 
ish on every shine ... mo matter how you 


spread it. And powder is just 
of the $17,000,000 worth 
sold under the shadow of t 
The Cowles Stations. 


All of which lends added credence to 
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WANTEDS... 


“yy col(Ag MONEY Etz7” 
4 yEKICAE Me 


Enough Face Powder to 
Dull Every Shiny Nose 
From Diibuti to Hoboken 





WILL YOY SELL IT ? 


folks hereabouts have 
money — and “spend it— for advertised 
products. There’s no better way to let them 
know about your products than through 
the four-way voice of The Cowles Stations. 
There's no other way to reach the six mil- 
lion persons at one fell swoop. 


in America’s our shout that 


of cosmetics. 


a minor part 
of cosmetics 
he towers of 
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Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY 


To learn how to spread the story of 
your product over the Money Belt region 
at one low cost write us today. We'll tell 
you all about the job we can do for you. 


Cowles Stattiogg, 


i, 


\\ 


. 












WHICH OF THESE 


Esimated Annual Retail 


Dentifrices .........$4,601,293 


Face Powders ........ 1,446,120 
Talcum Powders ..... 788,793 
Hair Tonics .....cce « 657,327 
Face Lotions ..... aoe B01, 24 
Hair Dressings ....... 788,793 
Deodorants ........- 460,129 
Manicure Preparations. 657,327 
Shaving Creams 
Pear 1,248,922 
Face Creams ........ 2,300,646 
POUND 4 ccvacae ccm Beebo? 


(Total drug commodity sales — 


DO YOU SELL? 


Sales in “America’s 
Money Belt” 


$49,216,000 ) 
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Earl Carroll’s Hollywood Nitery 
Buys News Participations on KNX 








Los Angeles, March 25. 


Differentials were so slim last 
week that the table could stand as 


is without affecting the general pic- | 


ture. For example, on slightly over 
5,500 unitcount on the total, KNX 
showed a gain of but two points. 
Only national spots figured in the 
week's gain, the others sloughing off 
imperceptibly. 

KFI: Golden State dairy products, 


12 one-minute transcriptions, 


through Ruthrauff & Ryan; National | 


Orange Show, 15 one-minute trans- 
criptions, through Chet Crank; Ace 
Hi Flour, 26 participations in Alice 
White’s ‘California Kitchen,’ through 
Theodore Creamer; Challenge 
Creamery, renewal of 13 half-hour 
broadcasts of ‘American Challenge,’ 
through Brisacher, Davis; Clabber 
Girl Baking Powder, 100 announce- 
ments, through Pollyea Adv.; Safe- 
way (Kitehen Craft Flour), 20 par- 
ticipations in ‘Mirandy’s Garden 
Patch,’ through J. Walter Thompson. 

KECA: Shell Oil, 26 announce- 
ments, through J. Walter Thompson; 
Kitchen Craft Flour, 20 participa- 
tions in Mildred Van’s ‘House Party,’ 
through J. Walter Thompson. 

KHJ: Safeway Stores, 20 partici- 
pations in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 
Homes,’ through J. Walter Thomp- 
son; Calavo Growers of California, 
10 participations in ‘Happy Homes,’ 
through Lord & Thomas; Shell Oil, 


30 announcements, through J. Wal- | 


ter Thompson; Paul Hoffman 
(Studebaker), 20 spots, through 


Dana Jones. 
KNX: Southern Pacific Railroad, 


§2 half-hour broadcasts of ‘All 
Aboard,’ through Lord & Thomas; 
McMahan furniture, 312 participa- 
tions in Fletcher Wiley combina- 
tion, through Ad Carpenter; Iris 
coffee, 455 time signals, through 
Robert Smith; Earl Carroll nitery, 


39 participations in newscast. 
Comparative Unit Count — | 





% of 
March 22 March 15 change | 
Network .. 13,143 13,284 —1.1% | 
SS er 8,792 8,903 —1.2% | 
Nat’l Spot., 1,488 1412 +5.4¢% 
OUEE ésccss 23,423 23,599 —0.7% 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, | 


KNX) 
SEATTLE NET CLIMBS 


Web Units Up 8.8% —National Spot 
Only Loser 











Seattle, March 25. 
Network units spurted forward to 
8.8 percent here the past week, but 
th total figure was nicked by a slide 
oti in national spot units of nearly 
17 percent. 


| ar Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
March 22 March 15 change 





Network 6,622 6,087 + 8.8% 
ROCA ....%. 11,058 11,034 + 0.2% 
Nat'l Spot.. 881 1,060 —16.9%, 
Total . . 18,561 18,181 + 2.19% | 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 


Race Results on WDAS 


Philadelphia, March 25 

Racing results, long on the taboo 
list on the Philly air waves, makes 
its return this week. A five-minute 
daily program announcing results of 
races on the various horse tracks 
will be broadcast on WDAS 

Sponsored by the Daily News, local 
tab 
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DES MOINES LAGGING 


Nat'l Spot Plus 1.4% —All Others in 
the Red 





Des Moines, March 25. 
| Not much action hereabouts the 
past week. National spot was the 
only category to show a plus sign, 
while local biz was hardest hit with 
a loss of 4.9%. 





| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 
| March 22 March 15 change 
} etwork 7,971 8,065 —1.2°%% 
Local ...... 3,062 3,221 —4.99% 
Nat'l Spot.. 3,030 2,988 +1.4% 
Total ...... 14,068 14,274 —1.4% 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


Cats Paw Rubber 
Heels, Kellogg Co. 
Buy Plugs on KOA 


Denver, March 25. 

Sales ran to announcements with 
ithe exception of contracts for 96 
| quarter hours on KOA and 26 of the 
same on KLZ. Sale of AAU basket- 
{ball games to Hirschfeld Press by 
| KFEL accounted for the increase in 
local units. 

KOA: Seven Up, through Ray- 
mond Keane, three quarter-hours 
weekly, 26 weeks; Hartz Mountain 
Products, through Geo. 
eight quarter-hours; Cats Paw Rub- 
|ber Co., through S. A, Levine, 10 
announcements; McCarty - Sherman 
Motor Co., 48 announcements; Beech- 
Nut Packing Co., through Newell- 
Emmett, 78 station breaks; Dwarfies, 
through Buchanan-Thomas, 10 an- 
nouncements; Faultless Starch Co., 
through Ferry-Hanly, 60 announce- 














ments; John Morrell & Co., through | 


Henri, Hurst & McDonald, 13 an- 
nouncements; Kellogg Co., through 
Kenyon & Eckhardt, 130 announce- 
ments. 

KFEL: Announcement service to 
American Lunch, Wilcoxen Barber 
Shop, Western Vegetable Distribu- 
tors, Green Novelty Shop, Lilly's 


| Cafeteria, Beilhartz Nursery, Ameri- | 


can Spring Cushion Mfg. Co., Ken- 
mark Jewelry Co., Ward’s Service 
Station, Saranelli Gift Shop, Ames 
| Lumber Co., Trudy’s Poultry House, 


| Washington Garage, Belford’s, Ben- | 


der Grocery, Green Lantern Ber- | 
|beque, Lighthouse Inn, Thrifty 


Drugs, Truckmen’s Insurance Agency, 
| Success Business College, 


| Tavern, Ashby Auto Supply, Amick 
| Transfer Co., Denver Time Service 
Co., Great Western Fuel & Hdw. Co., 
| Helser Saddlery Co., Marge & Lil 
| Beauty Shop, Goody-Courtier Coal 
Co., Rose Lewis Beauty Shop, Leader 
Coal Co., Golden Cream Do-Nut Co., 
Miriam Beauty Shop, Brown Sheet 
Metal Co. and Denver Typewriter 
| Co., all in Denver; Blackmarr Furn{- 
ture Co., Varsity Cleaners, Timber 
Town Tavern, Boulder Auto Wreck- 
ing, Chas. Schlinger Refrigeration & 
Motor Service Co. and High View 
Coal Co., Boulder, Colo. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of 

March 22 March 15 change 

Network 8,170 8,255 —1.0% 

Local .... 5,123 4,765 +7.5% 
Nat’! Spot.. 1.725 1,748 —1.30, 

_ | ee 15,018 14,768 +1.7% 
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BESS JOHNSON 
By Ardelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 


Use he 


ve and the career 
women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—4:3 


Direction WARD 
Management ED WOLF, R 





0-4:45 P.M., EST 


78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 


WHEELOCK CO. 
KO BUILDING, New York 





| Baking Co. 


Mattress Co. Buys 
6 Boston Stations 





Boston, March 25. 


surge the past week. 
Enterprise-Moakler 





Co. (Perfect 


Sleeper Mattress), one-minute tran- | 


| scriptions on WEEI, WNAC, WBZ, 


| WAAB, WORL, WCOP, in test pro- | 


'gram from April 7 through May 2, 
125 shots in all. Platters combine 


song and poetry for commercial with | 


theme: ‘Now I Lay Me Down to 
Sleep’ parody with original music by 


| Preston Sandiford. Business through 
| David Malkiel Agency. 


WBZ: Gene and Glenn, comedy 
team, weekly quiz show for General 
(Bond Bread), starting 
Thursday (27), through Newell-Em- 
mett:; Trimount Clothing, 10-minute 
period of ‘Musical Clock,’ Monday 


| through Saturday, started yesterday 


(24), placed by Emil Mogul. 

WEEI: Horticultural Society 
(Flower Show), one-minute’ an- 
nouncements, through John W. 
Queen; Cleercoal Co., evening an- 
nouncements, through H. M. Frost 
Co.; Paine Furniture Co. (home 





| planning 
| programs, 
| through 


Hartman, |! 


Publica- | 
tion Book Store, Tropical Inn, Coor’s | 


service), two 15-minute 

Tuesday and Thursday, 
H. L. Moore Co.; Boston 
Edison Co. (Bendix Washers), one- 
minute daytime announcements, 
| through BBD&O; Boston Edison Co. 
| (refrigeration), 21 30-word time sig- 
| nals, through BBD&O; Ice Follies of 
| 1941, evening announcements during 
|E. B. Rideout weather — service, 
| through Chambers & Wiswell, Inc.; 
| Herald-Traveler (missing-link ¢on- 
| test), daytime signals, direct. 
| WNAC: ‘Bachelor's Children’ (Old 
| Dutch Cleanser), Monday through 
Friday series, switched from WEEI 
of CBS, through 
Hummert; Whittemore 
(shoe polishes), 
announcements preceding Yankee 
Network news service, daily except 
Sunday, April 10 to July 9, through 
Badger & Browning; Boston Herald- 
Traveler, six participations in ‘Mu- 
sical Rendezvous,’ Monday 
Saturday (17-22), via Alley & Rich- 
ards; Albany Carpet Cleaning 
series of 156 100-word 
ments, Monday, Wednesday and Fri- 
day preceding Yankee Network news 
service, April 14, 1941, to April 10, 
1942, through John C.- Dowd: Colt 
Shoe Co., 156 100-word announce- 
ments, Tuesday, Thursday and Sat- 
urday, preceding Yankee Network 
news service, April 15, 1941, to April 
11, 1942, through John C. Dowd: 
| Reader’s Digest, eight one-minute 
| transcriptions during ‘Musical Ren- 
dezvous,’ Monday, Tuesday’ and 
Thursday, March to 
through BBD&O. 

WAAB: Larus & Bro. (Edgeworth 
Tobacco), 156 15-minute programs, 
Monday through Saturday, ‘Frank 
Ryan’s Sports Broadcast,’ April 14 
to Oct. 11, renewal through Warwick 
& Legler; Wm. Filene’s Sons Co. 
(specialty shop), one 100-word serv- 


Bros. 


Corp. 
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C. Dowd: Washington 

three 100-word service 
ments (19-21-24), 
| Broadeasting Assn., renewal of 52 
| Sunday broadcasts, starting March 
| 30 to March 22, 1942, ‘Old Fashioned 


announce- 
direct; Gospel 


| Revival,’ also to WLLH, WHAI. 
|WTHT, WBRK, WLNH, WELI,| 
| WCOU, WSAR, WNBH, WNLC.! 
|WSPR, WATR, WSYB, WFEA.| 


'WRDO. WLBZ, through R. H. Alber: | 


|General Mills, 156 30-minute pro- 


| grams over Colonial net stations 
| WTHT, WELI, WSPR, WNBH, 

WATR, WSAR, WLLH, WBRK.| 

WCOU, WNLC, WSYB, WHAI,! 
WLNH, Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday, May 5, 1941, to May 1, 1942, 
‘The Lone Ranger,’ pick-up from 
Mutual through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert; Albany Carpet Cleaning 
( 156 100-word service announce- 


me Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs- 
day, March 23, 1941, to March 19, 
1942, through John C. Dowd: Wm. 


Filene’s Sons Co., two 100-word par- 
ticipations during WAAB news serv- 
ice (20-21), through John C. Dowd. 





FRIGIDAIRE USES 


SIX LANGUAGES 


Cleveland, March 23, 
WGAR has closed a deal 
Frigidaire for six 15-minute morning 
spots weekly in conjunction with 
spring drive. All directed at Cleve- 
land heavy foreign population (68% 
either foreign born or first genera- 
tion) and broadcasts consist of re- 
cordings and comments in six differ- 
ent languages. 
Languages _ selected 
Slovak. Slovene, 
and Italian, 


Czeck. 
Polish 


are 
Hungarian, 


For Test Campaign 


Business here took a definite up-! 


Blackett-Sample- | 


series of 78 100-word | 


through | 


Co... | 


announce- | 


April 8, | 


ice announcement (19), through John | 
Apartments, | 


with | 








| 


METWORK . . 


LOCAL. . 





WN 


PULSE OF AMERICAN RADIO 
(As Exemplified hy the VARIETY Sample) 


NATIONAL SPOT . . 


8 ¥ % of Change 
Compared to— 
2 AS YEAR 
WEEK AGO 


0 +16% 




















0 +3% 














41% 








+8% 


























| 410% 
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KCMO Contracts Up 
32% Over Dec. 1940 


Kansas City, March 23. 

Annual food fair in the municipal 
auditorium for an eight day stretch 
from Sunday (23) is getting a prom- 
inent play by and for radio with 
nearly every station taking active 
part in the festivities. Town will see 
five national net broadcasts in the 
space of two weeks, three of them 
originating this week from the fair, 
jincluding the Showboat, Uncle 
| Walter’s Doghouse, and Professor 
| Quizz, in behalf of their various food 
| products sponsors. 


With this impetus and general 
spring awakening, biz is reported 
steady or improving by every sta- 
tion. Business Manager Clarence 
Brazeal of KCMO took a check to 
note that station’s uncompleted con- 
tracts for month just past exceeded 
contracts in the same status 
in month of December, 1940. Other 
stations have similar figures, and 
new accounts are on the increase. 








| by 32% 


| WHB: Sayman Soap quarter-hour 
three times weekly starting March 


31, through Kelly, Stuhlman & Za- 
hrndt; Ford Motor Co. series of 
twenty announcements through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson; Foreman and Clark 


Clothing Co., announcement sched- 
lules with both WHB and KITE, 
through Milton Weinberg. 


KITE: White Rabbit Dye Spots, 
announcement schedule until Easter; 
|Charm-Krl, permanent wave, quar- 
ter-hour daily through Gunther- 
Bradford; American Encyclopedia, 
quarter-hour daily through First 
United Broadcasters; station will also 
carry the new Mutual Net Monday 
half-hour of the American Can Co. 
set by Young & Rubicam, and Pabst 
Sales Co. has set a contract for an- 
nouncements preceding and follow- 
ing the Can Co.; Retail Grocers As- 
sociation, announcement series dur- 
|ing the week of the Food Fair, via 
| R. J. Potts. 
| KOMO: 





Arakelian, Inc., five spots 
| daily for one year; Pepsi-Cola, five 
| jingles daily for 26 weeks; Pond’s 
Face Cream, five announcements 
| daily for 26 weeks, through J. Wal- 
ter Thompson; Detroit Stove Co., 
daily announcement for one month, 
|through Zimmer-Keller; Penn To- 
bacco Co, (Kentucky Club), quarter- 
Your news, 30 weeks; Blackstone 
Products Co., newscasts for 13 weeks; 
Curtiss Candy Co:, daily -announce- 
|ment for a full year. 








Comparative Unit Count ‘| 
% of 
March 22 March 15 change | 
Network 6,745 6,850 —1.5% 
Local . 5,054 4,993 +1.2% 
Nat'l Spot.. 6,661 6,627 +-0.5% 
Detal 2... 18,460 18,470 is 
*No change 
(Included: KCKN, KCMO, KITE, 


KMBC, WDAF, WHB) 


>} announcements, 


- | for 


QUAKER OATS 
1, HRS. ON WLS 


Chicago, March 23. 


All units went downhill in the 
windy city the past week, with local 
biz making the speediest trip. 

Swift & Co., anticipating the 
yearly crop of gardening enthusi- 
asts, placed blurbs for Vigoro on 
WMAQ. ‘ 


WBBM: Nu Enamel Co., three an- 
nouncements weekly, through Wil- 
j\liam Blair Baggaley; Chicago Furni- 
lture Mart, 15 minutes weekly, 
|through Newby, Peron & Flitcraft; 
Ward Baking Co., one station break 
announcement daily, through Sher- 
man K. Ellis. 

WCFL: Service Drug Stores, re- 
jnewed for second 52-week period, 
six hours weekly for the ‘Music 
Lovers’ Program,’ through Good- 
kind, Joice & Morgan. 

WENR: Scott & Sons Co., for Seed 
and Turf Builder, eight announce- 
ments in two weeks, through the 
Jay Maish agency. 
| WJJD: Continental Clothing Co, 
'15 minutes daily during baseball 
|season; Erie Clothing Co., 15 min- 
|utes daily during baseball season, 
| through Gourfain-Bobb. 
| WLS: Illinois Bell. Telephone Co., 
‘one announcement daily, through 
|N. W. Ayer; Perfection Stove Co., 
|three one-minute announcements 

McCann-Erickson; 








| weekly, through 
| Quaker Oats Co., 30 minutes weekly 
| for ‘Man on Farm’ program, through 
|Sherman & Marquette; John Morrell 
| & Co., for Red Heart Dog Food, 13 
through Henri, 
|Hurst & McDonald; Knox Gelatine 


| 
|Co., three-a-week participation an- 


| nouncements, through Kenyon & 
| Eckhardt. 
| WMAQ: Royal Crown Co., five 


minutes three time 
BBD & O; Quaker 
announcement three times weekly, 
through Kenyon & Eckhardt; Kel- 
|logg Co., one-minute announcement, 
| five times weekly, through Kenyon 
|& Eckhardt; Swift & Co., for Vigoro, 
|eight announcements in two weeks, 
| through J. Walter Thompson. 


; weekly, through 
| 


state Oil Co., one 








| Comparative Unit Count | 
| % of 
| March 22 March 15 change 
‘| Network 9,915 9,945 —0.3% 
Local ...... 6,820 6,866 —0.7% 
| Nat’l Spot.. 11,531 11,555 —0.2% 
PE: t0450 28,266 28,366 —0.4° 
| (Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 


WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


G. W. Johnstone, director of radio 
the Democratic National Com- 
mittee, now headquartering in New 
York, occupied with an assignment 
|from the White House relative to 
i|radio and national defense. 
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From The Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Stuart Hawkins due back Monday (31) from Florida vacation... .Bessie 
Beatty acquired three new sponsors for her daily WOR series, Waterman 
pens, Morrell dog food and Blue Moon foods....that gives her the maxi- 
mum 12 bankrollers....Erik Barnouw just sold an article on radio to the 
Satevepost....his hillbilly version of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ to be done at 
Pasadena Playhouse in May....Anna Erskine, scripter of ‘Metropolitan 
Auditions,” to Cleveland next week for the Sherwin-Williams pre-opera 
concert there....then goes to Coast for two weeks’ visit with Marsha 
Hunt....’Confidentially Yours’ renewed for 39 more weeks over WOR- 
Mutual, the first time Richfield oil has stayed on the air through the 
summer. 


Sunday’s ‘Columbia Workshop’ show, entitled ‘Out of the Air,’ was 
adapted by James and Elizabeth Hart from an idea by Tommy White, 
wife of Larry White, of the, Leland Hayward agency....Marx Loeb di- 
rected it....the Harts are working on a stage play, the working title of 
which is ‘Cry Havoc’....‘Honest Abe’ moves April 5 from 9:30 to 11:05 
am. Saturdays on CBS, with ‘Old Dirt-Dobber’ going from 10:45 a.m. to 
the 9:30 a.m. spot....new show, ‘Gold Is Where You Find It,’ by Ray 
Harvey, is slated for the 10:30-11 a.m. period, with Guy della Cioppa di- 
recting. 

‘Show of the Week’ went off WOR-Mutual last Sunday “23)....‘I Want 
a Divorce’ fades from the same network April 11....‘The Shadow’ ex- 
tended four more weeks to April 20 by D. L. & W. Coal, but is slated to 
return in the fall....Jerry Danzig, WOR publicity head, on Caribbean 
cruise....Tom Slater appointed sports and special events coordinator for 
Mutual, to act as laiason between Gillette and Mike Jacobs, of the 20th 
Century Club for the boxing bouts from Madison Square Garden. 


John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, due back from the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday)....Gil Ralston went to Chicago to huddle with him 
yesterday (Tuesday), then goes to Milwaukee to supervise the ‘Truth or 
Consequence’ vaude date and broadcast there....he’ll be back in New 
York with the show Monday (31)....Les Lieber writing special continuity 
for ‘Meet the Music’ and ‘Matinee at Meadowbrook’....Juan Arvizu, Mex- 
ican singer, may do a guest shot on ‘Your Hit Parade’....Ted Steele shop- 
ping for a Connecticut farm....Courtenay Savage visiting from Chicago. 

CBS may not use the Sherwood Anderson script for the ‘Free Com- 
pany’ series....it’s the late novelist’s last work, so the network doesn’t 
want to tamper with it, but it isn’t quite right for the air....Lester Damon 
and Ginger Jones, sailing on the Kungsholm for the honeymoon Friday 
(21), tossed a farewell champagne party for their radio friends....Robin 
Kinkead, formerly doing foreign correspondence in Russia with Walter 
Duranty, now with CBS publicity staff....Norman Corwin may take a 
summer hideaway up the Hudson valley. 


Wilbur Lewis, CBS program v.p., going to South America for vacation, 
then will visit the Coast....William S. Paley article for Fortune mag 
based on his recent Latin American trip entirely self-written....Doug 
Coulter back from vacation....Earl Robinson will write the score for a 
script by Stanley Young....Peg La Centra doing a series of musical spot 
announcements for Life Savers. ..Jack Hurdle has written a stage play, 
‘Village Green,’ and has the financing, but can’t get a suitable male lead 
....-George Coulouris, currently in ‘Native Son,’ at the St. James, and in 
several radio series, wearing a bandaged pate as result of being run down 
by a taxi in Times Square. 

William S. Paley Foundation has contributed $1,000 to the current drive 
for funds for the Boy Scouts of New York City. The radio committee 
on this drive consists of Carlos Franco, of Young & Rubicam, chairman; 
George Bolling, of John Blair & Co., and Ed. Wood, of Mutual....Ben 
Bernie has time between old and new radio broadcast periods to do 10 
days of resting in Florida....Herman Bernie goes along. 

Russell Bennett, an ASCAP-affiliated composer, resumed his conducting 
series on Mutual via WOR, N. Y., Sunday night (23). His air connection 
was terminated as the break between the networks and ASCAP approached 
Jan, 1....Mrs. Carroll Whedon, formerly with the CBS promotion depart- 
ment, is now in the copy department of George Bijur, Inc.....John Beal 
guested Sunday (24) on ‘Curtain Time.’ the showworld series which has 
been on WEVD, N. Y., for over two years. 

‘Light of the World’ moves from 2:45 to 2 p.m. on WEAF-NBC starting 
April 7...At the same time a new serial, ‘The Mystery Man,’ starts in the 
2:15 p.m. spot on the same network for General Mills, replacing Arnold 
Grim’s Daughter,’ which moves back to the 2:45 p.m. slot...‘Mystery Man’ 
will be a series of separate cliff-hanger yarns, each running several weeks, 
along the general lines of the ‘Aunt Jenny’ series...George Hogan, WOR 
announcer, starts newsreel spieling for Paramount in mid-April...Jimmy 
Flora’s light pop instrumental group frorn the Hotel Pennsylvania to do 
some transcriptions for NBC...Richard Leibert starts an organ series April 
10 in the 9:15 a.m. spot Thursdays and Fridays on WEAF-NBC, replacing 
Hank Lawson’s orch from WTIC, Hartford. 

‘The Munro’s’ being moved from 11 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. daily on WJZ-NBC 





beginning next week...Chick Young, moppet on WHN’s ‘Kid Wizards’ pro- | 


gram, understudying in ‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Lillian Hellman’s new 
play...Producer Herman Shumlin cast him after hearing him on the air 
...Stump & Walter Co. next week starts sponsorship of Wilbert Newgold’s 
‘Grrden Journal of the Air’ three-mornings-a-week series on WQXR... 
Mac Perrin, radio and nitery tenor, starting vocal-piano series on WINS... 
‘All Around the Town,’ Saturday series on WNYC, is writen by Warren M 
Pack and William*De Mauro, of the station’s publicity staff. 

Ted Cott, of ‘So You Think You Know Music,’ now production consultant 
of National Youth Administration symphony orcheéstra...George Putnam 
(not the NBC staff announcer of the same name) has replaced Ben Grauer 
for the Ex-Lax spot announcement series...He also does the ‘Portia Faces 
Life’ serial...Hugo Gottesmann, violinist and former conductor of the 
Vienna Philharmonic: Nathan Chaikin. ’cellist formerly with Cleveland 
symphony; Drago Jovanovich, violist, and George Koukly, bass-violist, 
have been added to the WQXR house orchestra, bringing its membership 
to nine men and Eddy Brown, conductor. 

Arch Oboler returns to the Coast 
fhere...Charlie Cantor added to cast of ‘Amazing Mr. Smith,’ which starts 
April 7 over WOR-Mutugl for Keglined...Inner Circle, New York report- 
ers’ group, will do a radio show some time next week over WHN... 
Maurice C. Dreicer, the one-man broadcasting industry and idea man, now 
doing a five-weekly 10-minute ghost story series over WHOM... .‘Reward 
for Listening,’ the classified ad series already heard on WMCA, starts next 
week a five-weekly run on WQXR as well. ..‘Copy Desk,’ the WINS drama- 
tized news series, cut from half-hour to 15 minutes. 

Horace Braham added to cast of WOR-Mutual serial ‘We Are Always 
Young’...Ezra Stone guest-lectured last week before Al Simon’s and Jo 
Ranson’s radio class at Long Island university...Joan Banks and Frank 
Lovejoy, who were married after meeting on the same program and have 
never again appeared jointly on a show, will play the leads tonight on 
‘Manhattan at Midnight’...Scripts used on its Sunday afternoon ‘Invisible 
Theatre’ series are being given by WINS to college radio stations, so the 
latter may air them on their one-watt outlets. 

Sam Locke, younger brother of actress Katherine Locke, is the author of 
the ‘Grand Central Station’ script for Tuesday (1) night...Nancy Coleman, 
Beth Merrill and McKay Morris will play the leads. ..The Gulden’s twice- 
weekly musical show goes off April 10...Date is the birthday of Peg La 
Centra, vocalist-lead on the series...Jean Holloway, who writes the dra- 
matic spot on the Kate Smith program, has gone to the Coast with the 
show...Jerry McGill has replaced her as author of ‘Mother o’ Mine’... 
Phil Cohan is producer-director of the 60-minute National Urban League 
benefit show Sunday (30) night on CBS...‘Meet the Music,’ with Lyn 


Hypo Philly 





Philadelphia, March 25. 

Philadelphia with more than 
$3,000,000,000 earmarked for na- 
tional defense work in its fac- 
tories, shipyards, and arsenals, 
boasts of being the key city of 
the rearmament program, and 
the city’s radio industry has 
moved into the defense effort up 
to the hilt. 

Every outlet has its quota of 
‘defense programs,’ stressing the 
social and patriotic side and— 
indirectly—the added importance 
of the market in advertising. 








EXTENDED BY 
WHITE LABS. 


Baltimore, March 25. 

Continued steady action all around 
here with all stations reporting new 
business signed up and in the mak- 
ing. Pre-Easter push being put on 
to line up department stores and 
specialty shops for apparel and style 
emphasis. 

WBAL: Sherwood Bros. (cil and 
gas), renewed 53 quarter-hour ‘Con- 
fidentially Yours’ and_ bought 15 
spots via VanSant, Dugdale; Mea- 
dowgold Ice Cream, through Leon 
Golnick, 76 spots; White Laborator- 
jies (Chooz), through Wm. Esty, ex- 
{tended contract for eight additional 
;spots; E. H. Koester Baking Co., 
| through Carrol Jones, 312 spots; 
|Foster-Milburn Co, (Doan’s Pills), 
| 104 one-minute announcements 
jthrough Spot Broadcasting; Dela- 
| ware, Lackawanna & Western Coal 
|Co., through Ruthrauff & Ryan, four 
|half-hour shows. 
| WCAO: Wm. H. Wise (books), 
|through Northwest Radio, six five- 








WBAL CONTRACT 








One-hour extension of its Monday- 
through-Friday broadcasting sched- 
ule, closing the mid-day gap in its 





effective Monday (31) on WQXR, 
|New York. Extra hour, from noon 
to 1 p.m., will consist of a five- 
minute news period and 55 minute 
of a recorded ‘Composer’s Hour.’ 
| Station then goes off the air until 
3 p.m. 

Ultimate aim is to close the mid- 


is on the air continuously from the 
7 a.m. sign-on until the midnight 
sign-off and, possibly to extend the 
latter deadline some time in the 
future when the rest of the day’s 
schedule is filled. WQXR now broad- 
casts continuously from 7 a.m, to 
midnight Saturdays and Sundays. 





Studebaker ‘Sports 
Parade’ on WWJ 


Detroit, March 25. 
Little change was recorded in De- 
| troit during the last week. The sea- 
| sonal rise has started to level off but 
fairish gains were made in the local 
category. 

However, the level here is high 
compared to other seasons, and sales 
staffs are optimistic about continued 
business and the general picture is 
good because of the increased money 
in the area through the booming 
munitions industry. 

WWJ: Studebaker Corp., ‘Paul 
Williams Sports Parade,’ 15 minutes, 
three times .weekly, 13 weeks, 
through Roche, Williams & Cun- 
|nyngham. 

WJBK: Gordon Baking Company, 
|‘Silver Cup Review,’ five-minute 
musical, five times weekly, 13 weeks, 
|through Barton A. Stebbins; Ridley 





programs to only two hours, becomes | 


, | Program 


day gap bit by bit until the station | 


next week...He’s building a house | 

















'minute programs a week; Rex and |Cleaners, daily announcements, 13 
|Times Theatres, through Louis | weeks. 
| Schecter, six five-minute programs | | Comparative Unit Count | 
la week for 52 weeks. % of 
WCBM: Gardner Nurseries,|- March 22 March 15 change 
through Northwest Radio, six five- | Network 9,710 9,778 —0.7% 
minute programs across the board. | Vo0cal...... 12,752 12,599 +1.2% 
l Comparative Unit Count = Nat’l Spot.. 4,475 4,463 40.3% 
—_———$ $$ $$ $$ =a | Total ataasia 26,937 26,840 40.4% 
e i (Stations included: CKLW, WJBK 
March 22 March 15 change ; ; 
Network 9,070 9,293 —2.4% WILB, WIR, WWJ, WXYZ) 
Local ..... 4,638 4,511 +28% a . 
| Nat Spot.. 1873 1917 230, | New Haven.—Peter Stoner, ex- 
| Total ...... 15,581 15,72 —0.9%, | WSUN, St. Petersburg, Fla., joined 
| (Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM,| WELI announcing staff replacing 
’ WFBR) | Bud Finch, in draft. 





Murray, moves from 11:05 p.m. to the 5:30-6 p.m. spot on CBS with the 
April 20 program. 

Benny Fields, headlining at Loew’s State, was a guest Sunday (23) on 
Colonel Stoopnagle’s CBS program, along with Fredric March and Florence 
Eldridge. Latter pair open April 4 at New Haven in Theatre Guild’s pro- 
duction of ‘Hope for a Harvest.’ 

Zeke Manners hillbillies back on WNEW. Mildred Baker, former legit 
actress, did femme lead on ‘Gang Busters’ last Friday night over laryngitis 
| ,..Radio scripts by Nat Berlin, of WNEW’s continuity staff, and Dick Pack, 
of WOR’s publicity department, accepted for publication in an anthology 
| of non-royalty plays to be issued soon by Greenberg...Spencer Bentley 
did lead in “The Showoff’ on NBC's ‘Great Plays’ Sunday afternoon. 


| ; , 
IN HOLLYWOOD ... 

Ernest Bader, onetime radio head of the Caples agency, named sales 
service manager for Columbia’s Pacific network...Screen Guild Theatre 
dropping off for the summer April 20...Hill Blackett up from his Palm 
Springs retreat to look in on the Hollywood shows...Doris Gilbert scripted 
last week's Gene Autry show at home. Got splotched up with the German 
measels J. Walter Thompson gang going in for softball. Their first game 
is with KNX’ers, who haven’t lost a game in three years. Danny Danker 


Maury Holland, Joe Bigelow and the rest have gone into training to find 
out how much the old chassis will stand...Jimmy Wakeley’s cowboy trio 
from ‘Melody Ranch’ have been signed for the next ‘Hopalong Cassidy 
picture at Paramount...Edgar Bergen had the downtown sheets worried 
when he flew a new plane to Las Vegas. They were sure it was an elope- 
| ment. It later developed that he had ‘eloped’ with Joe Bigelow for a quiet 
| spot across the stateline to cook up a script for the Sunday java program 

| Jack Benny flies to Chicago to emcee a Greek benefit April 2...Judith 
| Waller. NBC educational director in Chicago, paying the Coast plant a call 
...Lou Bring, pianist in Carl Hoff’s orchestra, moves up front on the 


Al Pearce show when Hoff goes east to organize a dance band. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Hope Summers with cast of ‘Stepmother’....Francis Trout, who is in 
radio cast of ‘Scattergood Baines, goes to the Coast for work in second 
picture in ‘Baines’ series....Bob Duane, Harry Elders and Phil Lord added 
to ‘Right to Happiness’. 
way to the Coast....Bill Ray discussing radio as vocation at the Job 
Clinic at the Medill School of Journalism, Northwestern U. 

Andre Kostelanetz and Lily Pons will make an appearance in Chicago 
on April 19 for benefit concert in the Civic Opera House for local charity 
...Kate Smith shows of March 23 and April 21 will orginate in Chicago 
WBBM studios...Helen Hayes radio shows, during her stay 
with ‘Twelfth Night,’ will be from the Civic Theatre...Frank Dane, Glen 
Ranson, Bess McCammon and Leo Curley added to cast of ‘Road of Life’; 
A-thur Van Slyke, Anne Teeman, Pat Murphy and Kathryn Card to cast 
of ‘Woman in White’...Sally Woodward, General Mills Home Economist, 
in this week for appearance with Harriet Hester of the WLS Homemakers 
Hour program. 








| with resultant 


Selling F urmaces in Summer 


Company Likes Idea of Taking Over a Big Network 
Popularity for the Hiatus Period 


+ ae 


Chicago, March 25. 


WQXR Closing Time Gaps Holland Furnace Co., through the 


Ruihreuff & Ryan Agency here, is 
| dickering for the summer take-over 
cof some one big network that would 
ordinarily lay off for the hot spell. 
Holland Furnace puts on its big 
campaign during the summer and 
feels that it would be a smart move 
to take over for this period some 
that would usually be 
| dropped by another sponsor for the 
summer. 
| In this way, Holland feels that it 
can utilize the popularity and audi- 
|ence’ built throughout the winter 
season by the show, and in return 
| would hold this audience for the 
| winter sponsor by keeping the pro- 
gram on all summer at no additional 
cost to the wintertime sponsor. 
| Holland is understood proposing 
even to deliver gratis name talent 
for the final program of the winter- 
time series so as to launch the sum- 
mer sponsor auspiciously. 


| 


Holland has been on the radio only 
ome day each year for the past few 
|; years, tying in with the Holland 
(Mich.) annual Tulip Festival for 
special broadcasts. In the past has 
used such names as Dorothy Lamour, 
George Raft, for the Festival broad- 
cast. 

Ros Metzger, R.&R. radio chief, 
here, trips to the Coast this week to 
line up talent and negotiate on this 
plan for the summer show. 


TEK POLISHES 
STRAIGHT ADS 
TO WOAI 


San Antonio, March 25. 
Biz continues at a merry pace here 
increase of units in 








all departments. 
WOAI: Nehi Co., Inc., of San An- 








...Sid Strotz, NBC program chief, stopped off on, 


in Chicago | 


tonio for Royal Crown Cola, three 
|five-minute transcribed programs 
|weekly through BBD&O; Pioneer 
Flour Mills, direct, 800 announce- 
ments for one year; Texas Shade 
|}and Blind Co., direct, one daily ro- 
tating announcement;, Leon Caru- 
i thers Used Trucks, one arnnounce- 
|ment per week for 13 weeks, direct; 
|South Texas Cotton Oil Co., for 
'Crustene, through Franke-Wilkin- 
| son-Schiwetz, Inc., 25-word rotating 
announcement daily for 24 weeks; 
'Brown Express Co., through Payne 
Advertising Agency, three announce- 
ments per week for one year; King 
Furniture Co., 208 announcements 
for one year, direct; Milam Finance 
Co,, through Bernard Brooks, two 
announcements per week for 13 
weeks: Peter Paul, Inc., for Mounds, 
through Platt-Forbes, five one-min- 
ute announcement per week for 13 
weeks; Colgate-Palmolive-Peet Co., 
through Ward Wheelgck, six an- 
nouncements per week; Borden Co., 
through Conroy Advertising Agency, 
eight announcements per week; Hul- 
man & Co., for Clabber Girl Baking 
Powder, through Pollyea Advertis- 
ing, three announcements per week 
for 13 weeks; Kellogg Co., for All- 
Bran, quarter-hour transcribed pro- 
tram Monday through Friday for 39 
weeks, through J. Walter Thompson; 
Johnson & Johnson. for Tek Tooth- 
brush, through Ferry-Hanly Co., five 


announcements per week for ll 
weeks; Campbell Cereal Co., for 
Mal)to-Meal, through H. W. Kastor & 
Son, five announcements per week, 
260 times; Frank Bros. Store, direct, 
13. one-minute announcements for 
one month; Steins Clothing Store, 


| five one-minute announcements per 
| week, direct; Wilson & Co., for Ideal 
Dog Food, through United States 
Advertising Co., 39 five-minute spon- 
sorship of Leona Bender’s ‘Women’s 
Page of the Air,’ for 13 weeks. 


KONO: Lafayette Radio Co. of 
Chicago, direct, eight announce- 
ments per day. 

Comparative Unit Count | 

| % of 
March 22 March 15 change 

Network 6,440 6,371 +1.1% 

Local . 8,731 8,825 —1.2% 

Nat’l Spe. 1,815 1.664 +9.1% 

Tetal . 16,986 16,876 + 0.7% 

(Includec KABC KMAC, KONO, 


’ KTSA, WOAI) 


BY 
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- Bands at Hotel B. O. 


—_—_ - -——_- 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated coverT 


charge business being done bu name 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rate 
room capacity and cover charge. 
holiday price.) 


bands in warious New York hotels. | 
d. Figures after name of hotel give 


Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers | 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Horace Heidt ... .Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)........ see 2 825 2,275 
Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)......see00.. 9 1,025 10,650) 
Lani MclIntire*.,..,Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).....eee0e 9 1,150 10,900 
Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50). ....es.0. 23 1,275 29,775 
Woody Herman®..New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)....+.. 12 1,550 19,800 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 8 2,250 22,350 | 
Ae ovenec me 723 11,400 | 


Tony Pastor.....eLincoln (225; Tic-$ 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting 
major draw. 


floor show, although the band is the 





Spivak, $45,000, Ina 


Both in N. Y., Fine in Vaudfilmers: 


Hutton, $40,000, 


b 


The Irish Favorite 


Boston, March 285. 

‘McNamara’s Band’ was most popu- 
lar tune of all bands in March 17 
parade in South Boston, Every band 
in the line played it at least twice 
and one band was not heard to give 
any other tune. 

Last year, ‘Beer Barrel Polka’ was 
top song. 


ARTIE SHAW T0 
RECORD ONLY 


—_———_— 








Artie Shaw will soon put into 
practice the ideas he has had for a 
large-size recording orchestra. He 
intends to confine himself to record- 
ing work only in the future, so far 
as working with a band is concerned. 
Shaw has made plans to go into vari- 





Ditto Raymond Scott, 266 in Det. 





” 





(Estimates for This Week) 

Will Bradley, Cleveland—(Palace; 
8,700; 30-35-42-55-66). With Hal Le- 
Roy and Sybil Bowen on stage, and 
*Second Chorus’ (Par) on screen. 
This is Bradley’s first appearance 
here, but he’s hooked to a weakie 
film which was originally intended 
for another theatre. Gross is esti- 
mated at $15,000, alright, and en- 
tirely due to the stage bill. 

Milt Britton, Philadelphia—(Earle; 
2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With ‘You're 
the One’ (Par). Britton has a unit, 
labeled ‘Crazy Show of 1941.’ This 
combo, coupled with a fair pic, is 
heading for $20,500, very nice. 


Ina Ray Hutton, New York — 
(Paramount; 35-55-85-99). With Al- 
lan Jones and Andrews Sisters in 


person; ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) on 
booth spools. Grossed $40,000, very 
good, on week ending last night 


(Tues.). Major credit attributed to 
stage layout. 
Matty Malneck, Kansas City — 


(Tower; 2,110; 10-30). With ‘Meet 
the Chump’ (U) on screen. Film is a 
B item, and Malneck is drawing the 
gross of $7,000. This figure is satis- 
factory, though expectations had 
been somewhat higher. 


Joe Reichman, Minneapolis—(Or- 


pheum; 2,800; 28-44-55). With ‘The 


Westerner’ (UA). Swell bill, but 
they just won’t come even at these 
prices, It’s the same old story here 


week after week. Mild $9,500. 

Ciro Rimac, New York — (State 
28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With 
Fields and other acts on the stage: 
“Back Street’ (U) (2d run) being the 
film attraction. Vaude show be- 
lieved to be giving satisfactory sup- 


21 . ° ° 7 riyy y 
port to film in attaining a $20,000 | 2° Willow 
$ 1 


gross, not big but oke, 
Raymond Scott, Detroit — 
6,000; 30-40-55). With 
News’ (20th) on screen. Big $26,000 
in store, best Detroit gross of 
week. Film is of minor proportions, 
and Scott gets the credit. 
Charlie Spivak, New 
(Strand; 35-55-85-99). With 
Wolf’ (WB) on screen. Spivak band 
contributing to b.o. pull of $45,000, 
excellent, but heaviest portion of 
draw is coming from the picture. 
Joe Venuti, Chicago—(Siate-Lake: 
2,700; 28-44). With Henry Armetta 
on stage, and ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 


(Fox: 
‘Girl in the 


the 


York — 


(WB) on screen. Solid session at 
$17,000. Everybody sharing in the 
credit 
> * . 
Zimbalist Joins A.F.M. 
Philadelphia, March 25 
Four concert soloists have joined 
Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians in line with James C.| 


Petrillo’s recent ukase. They are: 

Efrem dZimbalist, violinist and 
newly named head of the Curtis In- 
stitute of Music; Vladimir Sokoloff, 
Zimbalist’s pianist-accompanist; Guy 
Marriner, pianist-lecturer and head 
of department of music of the Frank- 
lin Institute, and Madame Lubow- 
shitz, violinist. 





Tommy Carlyn Returns 
Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Tommy Carlyn, local dance band 
leader whose medico ordered him to 
take a rest cure several months ago, 
is recovered and has been given the 
go signal. He’s busy reorganizing an 
outfit from Local 60 membership. 
Carlyn’s old outfit has scattered 
and he’ll have only a couple of his 
key men in new set-up. 


Benny 


‘Sea 


+> 


Durelle Alexander Singing 


After Maternity Absence 
Fort Worth, March 25. 

Durelle Alexander, former Paul 
Whiteman and Eddy Duchin warbler, 
has resumed her Sunday afternoon 
quarter hour broadcasts through 
WBAP. 

Her one year vacation was due to 
the birth of a daughter now four 
| months, 


Pennsy Bill to Curb 
‘Competition’ From 
Tax Institution Bands 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

A bill restricting the use of bands 
from schools, homes, orphanages, 
etc., from competing with commer- 
cial musicians was introduced re- 
cently in the State Legislature. The 
measure was submitted by Adie S. 
| Rush, ex-president of the Central 
Labor Union of Chester, and was 
sponsored by Local 77, American 
Federation of Musicians. Under the 
bill, bands of any institution that is 
either wholly or partially tax-sup- 
ported or if it is tax exempt 
(churches, charitable organizations) 
would not be allowed to play in spots 
which ordinarily hire regular musi- 
cians. 

Last summer Local 177 
against the 


| 














protested 
use of high school bands 
Grove Park, near here. 
‘he union obtained a promise from 
the State Department of Public In- 
struction that the practice would 
stop. But the department has juris- 
diction only over public schools. 


Divorces Billy Arnold; 
Merie Johnstons Apart 





Paterson, March 25. 


A divorce has been granted Mrs. 


Billy Arnold, former dancer in Paris, 
against the ex-band maestro who 
was w.k. in Paris, Cannes and other 
resort casinos and niteries. Since 
returning to the States, Arnold has | 


} 
é ZVOUS. 

His wife sued here, naming a cafe 
songstress, Eleanor Ryan, 


Merle Johnstons Split 


| The Merle Johnstons have split. 

He has inserted public notices in the 

dailies abjuring responsibility for 

the debts of his wife, Louise Thelma 
Johnston, a former hostess at Rose- 
| land ballroom, N. Y. 

Johnston is a radio and recording 
maestro and conducts a music studio 
near Times Square. His brother is 
Roy Johnston, sax specialist with 
sundry bands. 








Del Courtney, currently at the 
| Arcadia ballroom, N. Y., opens at the 
i Stevens Hotel, Chicago, April 12. 
| Will do 11 
| WGN-Mutual. Jack Milton, sax and 
ifeatured vocalist formerly with 
| Johnny Gilbert, has been added to 
‘the Courtney orch. 


been operating a local bistro, Club | 
> 


half-hour shows over | 


ous parts of the country, Louisiana, 
Texas, Kentucky, etc. in search of 
‘native American music,’ which he 
will record with combinations of in- 
|struments ranging from 18 to 45 
| pieces depending on the material and 
| what it demands for best results, 

| Leader bowed off his Burns & Al- 
len Hormgl radio show Monday 
| (24), show’s last airing, and will not 
| play theatre dates though he had 
| been expected to. Shaw will head 
ifor the Coast within a few days to 
| straighten out personal affairs re his 
home out there and expects to go 
material hunting from that point, 
coming back to New York when he 
finds enough recordable fare. He 
expects to remain in N. Y. perma- 
nently after that, except for occa- 
sional expeditions for more music. 

His ideas on native melodies, how- 
ever, won't disturb his recording of 
standard tunes and ,an occasional 
date with his Gramercy Five jive 
combo. Leader made a Victor date 
last week at which time he cut ‘If 
I Had You,’ ‘Georgia On My Mind,’ 
‘Why Shouldn't I,’ and ‘It Had to Be 
You.’ 

On his first tune foray a year or 
more ago Shaw brought ‘Frenesi’ 
back from Mexico. It has been the 
strongest hit of the past few months, 





'HEIDT QUIZZED ON 


\ 


| ATTY.’S $5,600 SUIT 


Horace Heidt was examined before 
trial Friday (21) in the N. Y. 
supreme court in connection with a 
$5,600 suit against him by two at- 
torneys, William F. Purcell and 
Francis J. Purcell. The examination 
was ordered by Justice Aaron Levy 
and deals with the allegations of the 
| complaint, which states $600 is owed 
for representing Heidt in an action 
against Virginia, Miriayn,” Jean, 
Marie and Helen Ahn, 
comber Restaurant, Inc., and Monte 
Proser, and $5,000 for representing 
Heidt and his wife in a divorce ac- 
tion, 
| The orchestra leader has filed a 








general denial to the charges, and 
seeks $6,000 in a counterclaim, say- 
ing the attorneys were negligent in 
their duties and he was forced to en- 
gage other counsel. 

| Heidt sued Proser’s Beachcomber 
'when the Le Ahn Sisters left him 
|for the nitery engagement. 





PAUL BROMLEY’S ANALYSIS 


ASCAP-BMI Has Held Down Grosses 
And Held Back Bands 


| - 
Boston, March 25. 
Appare! 


} 


} DANGS 


t dearth of available new 
medium 
class is blamed on the ASCAP-radio 
| battle by Manager Paul Bromley of 
| Bermuda Terrace at Brunswick Hotel 
here. - ‘Many of these new bands 
have had no air time, and therefore 
have not drawn flies in places they 
|} have played,’ said Bromley. ‘Then 
| again their programs have not been 
/as good as they might be, not because 
| BMI tunes are not good, but the lack 
| of sufficient songs. 
| ‘In addition, these leaders didn’t do 
justice to BMI songs. They played 
them  lackadaisically, didn’t pay 
‘enough money for arrangements, 
which turned out badly, hoping that 
the fight would end shortly. 
‘Therefore, bands hurt themselves. 
But the real losers are the promoters, 
I used several bands because there 
was nothing else availeh'> not be- 


coming up in 


| cause I wanted them.’ 


the Beach-| 


price | 


Barnet, Byrne, Chester, Herbeck, 
Whiteman Top B.0. on One-Nighters 


Ace Brigode (Melody Mill B., Chicago, March 22). 
lured $924 worth through the gate with 1,680 stubs. 


Charlie Barnet (Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., March 23), Very good 1,671 
hoppers at 75c greeted Barnet. Gross around $1,253. 


Henry Busse (Venetian theatre, Racine, Wis., March 19), One-day date 
culled nice $1,030 with 2,759 tabs at 27c, 36c, and 45c plus tax. 

Bobby Byrne (Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., March 22), 
Byrne surprised on first date here, equaling Al Donahue’s Saturday record 
of 3,000 admissions at $1.35 couple. Gross $2,125, 

Bob Chester (U. of Toledo, Trianon B., March 21). Chester drew good 
gross of $1,000 for hop publicized only on campus. Got 500 couples at $2 

air. 

r Reggie Childs (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., March 21). On his 
first date here Childs drew big 2.300 at usual $1.35 couple for good $1,552. 
Crowd second only to Al Donahue’s Friday record of 2,600, made previous 
week. ° 

Xavier Cugat (Lyric theatre,” Bridgeport, Conn., March 23). 
5,000 stubholders at 55c was pretty flat. Gross $2,150. 

Sam Donahue (Roseland-State B., Boston, March 22), 
in fair 800 hoofers at 55c and 44c. Got only $400. 

Tommy Dorsey (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., March 19), Dorsey 
|cracked 3,200 admissions here two weeks ago (5). Brought back band 
|drew the limit 3,000 admissions at $1.35 couple. Manager Roy Gill now 
| stops ticket sales at 3,000. Gross $2,025. 
| Duke Ellington (Miramar B., Boise, Idaho, March 18), One of best turn- 
| outs here in years; 2,100 laid down 55c and 85c for Ellington’s stuff. 

Seger Ellis (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., March 21-23), Ellis third 
stop here got good $810 for three days at 55c per. 

Benny Goodman (Hotel Statler, Cleveland, March 22). Goodman didn't 
do as well here getting 600 payees at $2 per. Grossed $1,200, fair. Affair 
was Western Reserve prom. 

Ray Herbeck (Peony Terrace, Omaha, March 22-23). Herbeck got near 
spot’s 1,100 capacity Saturday, grossing $585 at 65c but fell way off Sun- 
day, doing $200 at 50c. 

Gene Krupa (Town Hall, Philadelphia, March 17). 
up with 2,800 attendance at $1.50 head. 

Kay Kyser (Aud., Portland, Ore., March 21). Kyser crammed 700 more 
than capacity into Aud. Drew 4,200 at top of $1.65 for whopping $3,700, 
Same night, shifting to hop at Santzen Pavilion take was also $3,700 at 
$1.10. Following day (22) at Natatorium Park, Spokane, Washington, band 
scattered a 30-year record with 4,500 crowding into ballroom at $1.10. 
Into Trianon B., Seattle (23) outfit pulled capacity $6,900 with 6,000 at 
| $1.15. 

Ted Lewis (Aud., Hanford, Cal. March 18). Everyone happy with $1,725 
gross at 55c-80c. Shifting to Cocoanut Grove, Manteca, Cal., next day (19) 
band pulled 2,400 admissions at same prices. 

Jimmie Lunceford (Plamor B., Kansas City, March 15). 
collared with 2,300 at 80c advance $1 door. At Aud. Monday (17) band 
drew $3,750 at 75c from 5,000 colored dancers. At Eagles’ B., Minneapolis, 
March 20, Lunceford piled up strong $1,339 with 1,650 admissions; $375 
was advance at 75c, rest door sales at 90c. 

Col, Manny Prager (Lakeside Park, Dayton, O., March 20). 
only fair $325 out of 560 admissions at 65c. 

Dick Rogers-Gene Marshall (Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, March 21). 
Teamed with local band Rogers got nice 1,700 Friday admissions at 55c- 
65c. Next day (22), coupled to Reggie Childs, pair got 2,100 admissions at 
same prices, 

Lawrence Welk (Palace theatre( Ft. Wayne, Ind., March 21-23). 
admissions glommed Welk at 30c-44c for nice $5,230 gross. 

Paul Whiteman (Memorial Aud., Chattanooga, Tenn., March 21). White- 
man packed in terrific 4,000 at $1.10 advance, $1.25 and 65c at gate. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below-are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by the major coin-machine distribu- 
tors from coast to coast, to Variety. Names of more than one band or 
vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popularity, whose recordings 
are being played. Figures and names in parenthesis indicate the number 
of weeks each song has been in the listings and respective publishers.) 

PFO WOME. 6. i6cse0cs Decca 
1, There'll Be Changes Made (5) (Marks). { Vaughn Monroe......Bluebird 
| Benny Goodman..,.Columbia 





At 55c per, Brigode 





Gugat's 


Donahue brought 





Terrific $4,200 piled 





Strong $1,800 


Prager got 





15,000 











‘ 


} ‘ Pen 
| . Frenesi (12) (Southern).....ccccocces 5 Betis BAOW. .. ..coeeecc Victor 
) Woody Herman........Decca 
8. Stardust (11) (Mills).......cceceseeee. § .ommy Dorsey.........Victor 
l Artie Shaw....... PPE 3 
4. Amapola (2) (Marks).......eseeee0e.. Jimmy Dorsey..........Decca 





Fewer TOOLSET iccceeaes Decca 
5. I Hear a Rhapsody (11) (BMI)........ |) Charlie Barnet...... luebird 
} Al Donahue............. Okeh 

{ Dinah Shore.........Bluebird 

6. One I Love (4) (Forster). ......cccecse {Tommy Dorsey ...... . Victor 

) Ella Fitzgerald ........ Decca 

7. May I Never Love Again (3) (BMI)..., | Ted Weems.............Decca 
100 CHROMED, cecccees Bluebird 

{ Bing Crosby eee e deCCa 

8. San Antonio Rose (3) (Berlin)......... Gray Gordon ....... Bluebird 
ae WMS 6552000604000 Decca 

{ Sammy Kaye .......... Victor 

| 9. Memory of a Rose (3) (S-B).......... 4 Jimmy Dorsey ......... Decca 
| | Glenn Miller ....... Bluebird 
| 10. It All Comes Back to Me Now (1) (BMI) § Eddy Duchin ......Columbia 
(Gene Krupa 6.1056: Columbia 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


_ (These recordings are directly belowgthe first 10 in popularity, but grow- 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) ~ 

ie MEH SER Aic eis eaniey 6 Victor 

Hello, Ma! I Done It Again (Robbins)...,. | Ella Fitzgerald ........ Decca 

Mitchell Ayres ...... Bluebird 

Orrin Tucker ......Columbia 

Sorrento (P. D.)......... enews eecceseeess Woody Herman.........Decca 


Oh, Look at Me Now (Embassy). § Tommy Dorsey.........Victor 
| Woody Herman.........Decca 
ATTIO SHOW, ciscccocas. ViCtOr 


Harry James........Columbia 


Dancing in Dark (Chappell). 
Music Makers (Paramount).. 


ee eeeeeeeseres 


eee eeeeseeeees 


Dol [| Bing Crosby... cccsccess Decca 
lores (Paramount)......ssseesesseeess.4 TOMmy Dorsey......... Victor 
| Bob Chester......... Bluebird 


I Understand (Feist) 





o0ceeseis Jimmy Dorsey..........Decca 


eeeereere 


ee” 
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QY GILLS UNIQUE HOOFERY 











Manhattan Centre (6,000 Capacity) For HEATING 


Old Golds Benny Goodman Origins 








Old Gold ciggies is hiring the 
main ballroom of Manhattan Centre, 
New York, as a point of origination 
for its Benny Goodman broadcasts 
and will invite all and sundry to 
hop to Goodman’s jive for free. Cen- 





Good Gag, Anyhow 


Al Norman, dancing comic, 
was a last-minute addition to the 
Ben Bernie show opening at the 
Strand, N. Y., last week. Nor- 
map, bawled out by Bernie in 











WINTER 


Showmanly Methods Em- 
ployed at Totem Pole at 
Auburndale, Mass.—Oper- | 


ates Dining Room Nearby 





LANT 








PAY 





Campus Best-Sellers 





} 
| 
} 
| 





| Shortwave Infuses Argentineans 
With Yankee Swing Enthusiasms; 
Locals Hep to Their Orchestras 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, March 25 
Short-wave radio from the United 


tre’s main hall can hold 6,000 danc-| course of a heated bridge game —Convenience of Custom-. (UCLA) —— = pg up a ong of 
oy ° swl ans 1 Ss arts; tango 
ers. First broadcast from there goes| said nobody could talk to him ers Constantly Considered | __ Los Angeles, March 25. ‘the Seding it a as Ay 
on Monday (31). In all Goodman's like that unless it wee his boss. University of California at | usual proof of this was given in two 
band will ply for two hours. | yore le autores resin tiaceeheaciey unen | Fgeent meetings of the B.A. Swing 
: ‘ y : tyin ‘ -avViiy whic | Club, organizati S sored by tt 
Se “ogee USES NAME BANDS || ° , organization sponsored by the 
Dancers will be given we age | Tommy Dorsey has cut. Six | English-language Buenos Aires Her- 
6:30 p.m., an hour before the 7:30 | | best sellers: ; ald. First meeting, which was ex- 
broadcast, and will remain a nant | By HARRY PAUL | 1. ‘Dolores (Tommy Dorsey). pected to bring out about 50 addicts, 
hour after the program signs off. | y | 2. ‘San Antonio Rose’ (Bing | drew more than 600 to hear platters. 
Figured that by spilling the cuffo Auburndale, Mass., March 25. | Crosby). a | Second meeting with live jam ses- 
hoppers hg — = oe | Many operators of ballrooms in | Pig: Mee Rag’ (Metro- | sion by a mained pro and amateur 
— fr Broadwa ublic parks are missing a bet when they 4. ‘Fr ~ (Artie Shaw) beg od arouses ¢ gpa oreo 
squawks from roadway p | : ; . enest (Artie shar). | Most surprising was the fact that 
danceries. If anything it might help close for the winter, judging by the | 5. ‘Amapola’ (Jimmy Dorsey). |much of the audience -was pure 
the latter's biz ‘as couples may only huge success of Roy Gill and His | 6. ‘Boogie, Woogie Bugle Boy’ | Argentine, not the Argentine-born 


get warmed up during two hours 
with Goodman. 











Spartanburg, S. C., March 25. 
Broadway, a big chunk of same, 


from Boston. 


Totem Pole Ballroom here, 11 miles | 
The simple solution: 
a heating system. 


| (Andrews Sisters). 








| 


English speakers tO whom the ap- 


'peal had been directed. 


| 


Questionnaire filled out by audience 
first became 


‘ R T Per di Dixi | Showed 85% interested 

Is Invading Jixle, Thought of the expense involved ‘in jazz via short wave and had a 

Dorothy Claire eturns 0 Reason—millions of bucks in new | cayses many to shudder, but Gill waowe | close knowledge of bands, new hits, 
coin, result of money poured out 0n | found that it paid for itself within ‘individual players, etc. Entire ses- 


Bobby Byrne Orchestra 
Ending Tiff With Miller, 


| cantonments, 


plant speed-ups and 


| other national defense work. 





a few weeks, where he had already 
planned it might take a year or 


IN BRIDGEPORT 


sion was conducted in English and 
even for the non-English speaking 


% Paul Whiteman with 20-man band} more. It is believed that Totem | hepcats the jive terms seemed no 
|is touring Carolinas, keeping Ashe-| Pole, located in Norumbega Park, | surprise, even to those whose knowl- 
| ville, Greensboro, Columbia andj|with a capacity of 3,200, is one ~ = |edge of the North American idiom 

Bobby Byrne will “will drop the suit he | other dates, |of few summer spots running all Sridieemect, March 26 | seemed otherwise confined to ‘O.K.’ 

P . : r : : : » she TL ad. ‘ _ . + ie = 
recently started against Glenn Miller Don Bestor band on one-night; winter in this country. Only the 1 tt ; 4 clo ; Cooperation from local dealers and 
- = ° P or e 73 _ song - lIreatene , musicjans *A-Vic _ » r ; o 
over the shift of vocalist Dorothy | stands at Wilby-Kincey and other | dancery operates all winter, rest of & ¢ RCA-Victor and Odeon brought un 
iat, 10 ; amusements being shuttered Labor | Union teed off in Bridgeport last | limited supply of discs for playing 
Claire from Byrne’s band to Miller's, | theatres. ‘ , eprets| week with organization of 30 men,; plus a number for distribution as 
- Bill ‘Bojangles’ Robinson playing Day to May 1. Operator regrets | oe ne ‘ » | plus nbe : 1 a 
Argument was settled peaceably last Geo Carolinas dates, with NBC's that he hadn’t made the heat in- | including six leaders, as local to com- | prizes. Main feature of sessions was 
I yia- A c a’ + . . -tye © ar . ‘ 
week while both bands were playing D River Boys’ as a backdrop stallation sooner, because he feels| pete with AFM. Group has taken | illustrated talk on some particular 
in close proximity in Ohio. It ended cep Bol ab ol sh netie tor that he has lost a fortune thereby. | steps to affiliate with CIO and plans| band or period, delivered by fan 
clos 2 a . . | Jonn oles ¢é Ox, Alle a, I 7 an z — ai Pag: we in " who made as cial study of his idol. 
with Miss Claire returning to| March 27 p. a The park will observe its 50th an- | expansion to other cities in Connecti- manda oo we . - , 
eae , > ’ eee oe ,niversary this summer. Gill has | cut, with eventual spread of activity anas most frequently aired on 
Byrne’s band at Totem Pole Ball-! ‘southernaires,? NBC Negro quar- wes ’ AL eo ae t 
om. Auburndéste. Mase. (22). In ot _— a Se sit been associated with it for 20 years | to New York. ; were mostly popular but ques- 
room, _ a nore = P; 7 tet, cleaning up. ; and helped build the ballroom 13  entiiine pinalies iin AMOR wile tionaire revealed good knowledge of 
her place Miller has ta - non aula) Stage shows are still holding forth, | years ago, but not until two years socallons playing non-AFM music | Dixieland, boogie-woogie, Chicago, 
fo . tae sade 3 a H 7 PB . ’ A . ar rac , : arhoa > new 
Kelly, who last was with Al Dona-) aithough footlights fare usually is ago did he take over active manage- | °'* already being approached by new etc, Those who showed up at initial 
hue, but who has been out of the| giveq from Dixie amusement menus | ment. organization. |session held in the American Club 
biz for several months. Miss Kelly's after January. a — eo 7 areca. on |atop the National City Bank Build- 
husband is Hal Dickinson, one of Bands d g from $1 or better areas ee ee ee ing in downtown B. A. appeared as 
Miller’s Modernaires Quartet ands drawing from $ a ‘ter, | vations on the grounds are accom- k ddi | k ° hep on the subject as the gang that 
s é s é ° . a ‘ae KA — > P § - : 1e < é 
; 95000 f with some matinees in 65c range.| panied with a showmanly flair, but re 1e ac orming u oa to iitter in the aisle at the 
at tas as g “OY H +4 asad a se ‘ 

Byrne _— asking raat a Full houses with some holdovers. Gill has been in show business all ° 1 tt on New York’s Broad 
Miller in a_ suit filed in supreme Tallulah Bankhead visiting New-!of his life, having started with a Own Band: Exits Bradie art m on York's ad 
court, New York. He charged that 1... (¢ ¢) friends between Dixie | circus , way. Subsequent sessions have 

of - iss Claire ee chat Minas aa Ne gree cer a been held in Prince George's Hall, 
Miller ifiduced Mis: 7 laire to disré ‘Little Foxes’ dates In the past the ballroom ran from English meeting place ; oda ie 
gard a contract which tied her to mid-April for weekend dances and Freddie Slack, pianist, and three} net by te - at meen ttwe 
Byrne's band for three years as of E about Deceration Day would start on | other members of the Will Bradley bits US.) a throu Rag Zz 
~ ee eee ee BERNIE JAMES NORVO a full-week basis to Labor Day. | band are on notice with that outfit, ws Badia ee 
Ing with Byrne, sn she gave way to piligiiciis , ’ 'Now, with the heating system first major changes to be made. 
Vivian Bennett, when an appendicitis SET FOR WATER SHOW dances have been conducted Fri- lack is leaving after the completion urn a le en als u 
operation interrupted. 2 od days and Saturdays since mid-Sep- | of the week at Chicago theatre. Chi- t - t t 
. tember and la: Wednesday (5) cago, a date which begins Friday 
: 95. |commenced the gradual advance to | (28 1 of | In on Local Combos 
Somewhat «eticent Buf o. March 25 ommenced the gradual advance to 28). He da } 
‘ 1 Roq | the full-we sch lle which this! own, an ide DE set 
Auburndale, Mass., March 25. Ben Bernie, Harry James and Red | © hs a ~l —— ; 1 * se wn, an idea id . - 

Dorothy Claire returned to vocal-|Norvo bands inked into Memorial ae oy tr ° ey ry b os entree . Oe Se See At Basketball Dance: 
ize with Bobby Byrne's orchestra Aud for ‘Water Follies of 1941.’ open- patrons had actu< ly een daemand- Other letout are Jo Jo Huff wn 

‘ rs . : : ay Rate tee Iny ing more dates. alt eee eae ee aie ; 
playing one-nighter here at Totem | 1ng here April 14, Each will Ppiay a <> . 7 — ; alto sax: Joe We Iman, trumpet id : 

) } : . ‘ hoes er This spot follows a refined policy. crove Jordan, guitar R 1e]4 Small town basketball game 
Pole Ballroom (22). Miss Claire and | two days. Sta are barred. There OE et late gee ae apa hick ic between | ‘ 

Rare ba lt eee ae a ee > arred. here is Btle | wands a Btnsee ax * 1 . which use music twe nalves an 
Byrne declined to comment much on Swimfest backed locally by Shrin- | © tte: buggir g Draw fron ne ee a See St ae Sa et 
what settlement had been made to/ers. Harry Moss of MCA set the | /**'©* eee Sci om PreP | steps into Huffman’s spot. These are e. er me game, ang other s0 ial 
~ ‘on - ] ag or y repl ments s¢ far i ncetuons S uring music na 
retrieve her from Glenn Miller, who | bands. | (Continued on page 40) only replacements so far. en i . ! bs > f ci s 
2 - found ¢ Pw ( popular recora- 
was faced with a law suit from . ctl 7 a, 4 : ; 
: ; . . Lead if niring T | OCe 
Byrne, when Miller allegedly signed | _ ste : ‘0 " pal 
™ : - - . ~ , or n supply a lanci! 
her to join his outfit. Byrne had | 7 ; 1" o | ‘ 4 e | ™ a | 7 3 “ —_— itions to ppl dancing 
’ j e » mnterr ’ re ng 
previous contract. | F | as s 7 Pigs yp 4 beat there are en os ig 

Bvyr 1 Ay : men who have acquired t les 
: — ho say that he was happy }and their own p.a. systen They 

» Nave 5S alr ac Ul n 
"1 it Miss Claire back with him, : nS e ‘ , A , imply come and hang up speake 
&s is she. Recently this public ition «¢ lita | zed n seem }u if ed t it the \merie 1 ¢ ( a) lap on a record and thev're all set 

os jukeboxes d the ne she hip of Amer- hestra m be an effective goo 1] for dancing 
| * 1, + ly ‘ " } - +1} } ] ] T 
ican. orchestras. This week a ( ( ' ( ' . 
Charles Teagarden Set V ARII &ry’s representative n Pir ¢ \ é \ ( pa ( ] d ( ( av ( . 
| ‘ "? : 1 1 1 \ 1 } , for e re ] | f 
gentine (on this page) throws | geht on anotner = KEE enditions ot conga and I i | aise Oe ; r 
2 I J . a S . : *( i] ) | ! ¢ € Co 

Charley Teagarden unveils his manifestation of the tat pre 1ding | ence ol It Ma be a umed that uriosit and laced usic ns As al! ¢ - 
first attempt at bandleading at Dono-/ the Yankee dance band, as sucl he tang of the different are of gre jue | ever, the.four and five-pi 
hue’s, Mountain View, New Jersey, ‘ vic] ‘mitation f Latin 7) 1] e been ed are ; 
April 11 for a summer long buildup. | ’ ; ; ‘ tte ae “sag a he. % nion me 
He has been in Chicago for two} Down in B. A., the traditional center tor imitating the South Ameri own 
weeks getting the band together and| tangos and Latin elegance in music and hoof- | dance music, the shortwave broadcaste1 
Aa og through rehearsal paces. ing, the E nglish- languz ige dai lv, the Buenos merely arouse unflatter Ing comparisons. MINOCO TAKES LICENSE 

utfit he'll use is composed par- : . 

> y Ss Ss ] 
tially of men from the Anson Weeks| < Aires Herald, has arrang ed ji imi se ion th ink- | E b d < nN i ' : “4. MPPA inten $75- $100 Per Juke- 
orchestra which is currently with-| ing that the [English-speaking clement might verybody in South America doesn’t like nee tle Member 
Out a leader. Weeks has been hos-| turn out. Inst ‘ad crowds all out of proportion Yankee jump, but at least it’s Yankee (via pete 
ipa lg month 4 more due} tg expectations materialized and a large per- | Negro). It’s part of the U.S. A. It’s not a) Minoco Productions last week ob- 
auto crash on a road trip. His | : ’ ] . ss , 4 | ence af Iden and self-consci alutati tained licenses from Harry Fox 
: | centag di know the Enelish language. | case of sudden and self-conscious salutations to ses fron ari Xs 
arm has been broken and reset four | cent age didn't : eres bans * 2 5 aa | sehbor h ay already 1 - agent and trustee, for 44 musical 
times. He won't work for least an-| But they knew the hepcat terms: they knew | good neighbors who may already be tired seeiies tm tee tants in elles aceduend 
other month, | pretty much who was in the esoteric world of | being ‘saluted’ with more of the same they | for coin-operated machines. This 

New group will be booked by| bounce music. vet at home, anid may be a lot more interested | producer is turning them out exe 

Frederick Bros.’ : . = ‘ clusively fé the Mills Manufactur- 
agency. It's to be| a | in being entertained. ively for the Mills Manufactur 
made up of fo s ythm | . > | ing Co.’s_ mechanisms. Minoco’s 
and As caste aici cee a What sharpened them up down in old B. A.: present schedule is eight clips a 

With Charley becoming a leader | That other modern -deve lopme nt, shortwave The commonplace wax dise imprinted with | week. 

all the Teagarden males. are) international radio, which is, like the juke- | the style and personality of our orchestral The musical rights contract pro- 

, | } : : p ‘ -_ mye i , we 

ay Beside Jack there is an-/| hoxes, a big user of phonograph platters. showmen stands in sharp outline as the modus denny for a down payment of $75 to 

ot > Y . : . . 100 per iber as against a royalty 
er brother, Chubby, a drum: ner, | sia operandi of spreading enthusiasms all may $200 Per number as again: ———s 

Who heads a group playing the| . ; Bos eg : | oh +} f 7 ee TT - | Of Se per print. Mills has about 500 

Blossom Health, Oklahoma City. He Without representing thi . 1 olated instance share without any sense of artificiality Or | of these film coin-operated machines 

; ; 
once played with Jack, too. sas anything more than it is, the conciusion does ‘prop: ivan da’, on locations, 
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Claims Totaling $71,792 Against 





oe. Gaon 2 ‘Fishman Cracks MCA, 
Sets Noble at Catalina 


$98,000 originally filed, were cut | 
to approximately $10,000 in N. Y. | 
Hollywood, March 25. 
One of the first deals closed by 


federal court Saturday (22) by ref- | 
Kurtz. A plan of reor- | 
ganization, which Ed Fishman on resuming his post as 
‘Coast head of William Morris band 
department was to set Ray Noble to 





eree Irwin 
is understood to 
have been prepared by officers and 
directors of the reorganized com- 
pany, will be offered in the near fu- 
ture. and it is understood to entail 


the offering of $10.000 for the assets 
of the company. The balance of the 


|17. It marked the first time in years 
that a band other than that booked 
by Music Corp. of América played 
the Avalon recort. 

Engagement is for four weeks. 





claims, $26,208, will be argued | 
shortly. 
U. S. Record will not escape as 


Longhairs, But Not 


easily from its headaches as it might 


seem, however, since the N. Y. State 
Labor Dept. is determined to make a Ji G D f 
test case out of the proceedings. Ivers, et e erment 


Claims totaling $3,000 in a preferred 
position have been filed against the 
company by the State, dealing with 
the members of the orchestras who | 
waxed for U. S. Record. It is the 
State’s contention that while these 
men were engaged in making the re- 
cordings they were in the employ- | 
ment of U.S. Record Corp. and not 
the orchestra leaders. The company 
denies this, and the referee upheld the 
company, but argument will be heard 
before Judge Vincent L. Leibell. 
Claims that were reduced, ex- 
punged, settled or withdrawn during 
the hearing before the referee were 


From Draft Board 


25. 





Detroit, 

A concert tour 
/over the draft here when sympa- 
thetic Draft Board officials made it | 
possible for Samuel Sorin, young 
pianist, to keep a date to appear as 
| soloist with the Philadelphia Orches- 
‘tra. Sorin was due for induction and 


'told the board the orchestra was 
|frantic over losing its guest artist. 


March 


those of the Mory Sales Corp., the | The board went to both his and the 
N. Y. City Sales Tax. Phil Harris, | orchestra’s rescue by giving him de- 
Jan Garber, Reggie Childs, Johnny | ferment until June 30. 

Messner, Radio Wire & Tele-| Joseph Gould, board chairman, 
vision Corp., Harry Tenney, Inc., | Said he did not think selective serv- 
Colin Gruen. with U. S. Record|ice was designed to work such 
Corp. agreeing to waive any claim | hardships, interfere with the arts, | 
it might have against Gruen, while | when there was no war emergency. 


the claim of Sammy Kaye was re- 
duced from $23,000 to $3,000. Kaye’s 
claim will be settled for a total of 
$4,500, with $3,000 coming from 
U. S. Record Corp. and the other 
$1,500 settling his $12,500. suit 


| Sorin said, the Army call would have 
ruined a long-planned concert tour. 
However, while the  long-hair 
concession was appreciated, plenty 
| of musicians and leaders of swing 


started during the week in the N. Y.| bands in these parts grumble a little | 


supreme court against officers and | 
directors of U S.. Record who were | 
guarantors of his contract. 


that men have been called up and 
went right into the Army, 
cuses. 

















THE WORLD’S NO. 1 TRUMPETER 


HARRY JAMES 


and His Orchestra 


Columbia Records Exclusively 


FAVORITES EVERYWHERE 


“FLATBUSH FLANAGAN” 
“IT NEVER PURPOSELY HURT YOU” 


No. 35947 


“BLL. ELI” 
“LITTLE BIT OF HEAVEN” 


No. 35979 





“THE FLIGHT OF THE BUMBLE BEE” 
“THE CARNIVAL OF VENICE” 


No. 36004 


“OLD MAN RIVER” 
“ANSWER MAN” 


No. 36023 





To Be Released Soon— 
Watch for Them! 


“SONATA MODERNE” 
“LA PALOMA” 





Direction — MUSIC OF AMERICA 
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—-Continued from page 3° 


US. Record Cut to About $10 = 


| him for $1,500 guarantee 
| 60-40 privilege, but Gill was willing 
|open the Catalina island season May | 
| the 


took precedence ; 


| Beside the Philadelphia appearance, | 


no ex-| 
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Roy Gill's 








schools and colleges in Greater Bos- 
ton. 

No ‘Gone With the Wind’ Prices 

The price policy, $1.35 per couple, 
was upset two years ago with Casa 
Loma Orchestra and last Wednesday 
by Tommy Dorsey, but never again 
vows Gill. He wants his patrons to 

know that they can have the ‘name’ 


| bande at the same price as the local 


| ones, and the feeling has always 
been that way. 
Dorsey’s agents had _ contracted 


with a 


to pay him a flat $1,750 to play at 
popular prices, although Gill 
stood to be the big loser. The re- 
sult was that Dorsey garnered 
| $1,919 for his end, but promised to 


return (19) at the regular admission. | 


A Hypo to Dorsey 
Dorsey had fared poorly on pre- 
ceding days in Worcester and Lowell 
'and felt downhearted until he broke 
‘all records at Totem Pole, which | 
{draws from both sections, although 
over 30 miles away. This spot bol- 


stered his spirits, as it has for many | 


band leaders. 

The crowd arrives 99% by auto 
and Gill has provided parking space 
for 1,500 cars in front of the grounds 
| and also for another 2,000 in his 

baseball park adjoining the ball- 
| room. Bus service to the park bring- 
ing the remainder. For refresh- 
| ments, a soda fountain is kept busy 
j within the ballroom, but no liquor 
is permitted. 

Nearby is a large building housing 
Normandie dining room which ac- 
commodates 700. When a ‘name’ 
|band commands a salary far higher 
than the ballroom scale of $65 from | 
9 to 12 midnight, six days, and $80 | 
if they also play the Normandie 
| dining room from 6.30 to 8 p.m., 
|they ‘play both spots. On _ other 
nights, Gill employs a string group 
for the dining room. 

Patrons having dinners 
$1.35 or more, afe given free admis- 
|sion to dance in the ballroom, and 
also to the grounds with its cir- 
| cus rides, shooting galleries, etc. that 
lis, when the Park proper is open 
in summer. From 9 to 11 p.m., short 
subject films are shown free outside 
the ballroom, and pass-out checks 
|}are furnished if a couple wants 





costing 


ZOO, 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Benny Goodman and Artie Shaw seem to have become regular swappers 
of musicians. Goodman has taken alto saxist Les Robinson from Shaw 
for the second time. Robinson has now made four jumps between the 
'two. He originally was with Shaw's old band, switched to Goodman when 
| Shaw quit a year ago last fall, back to Shaw when Goodman temporarily 
disbanded because of illness, now back to Goodman. ‘ 

Another who skipped back and forth is pianist Johnny Guarnieri. He 
was with Goodman when the latter disbanded last summer, then joined 
Shaw's new 23-piece bunch on the Coast. He's also back with Goodman. 
Billy Butterfield, trumpeter, who came east recently with Shaw, is also 
shifting to Goodman, replacing Alec Fila. He originally was with Bob 
Crosby. 





Paramount Pictures will pay the cost of transporting Jack Teagarden’s 

band from New York to California so that they can rush Teagarden into 
the new Bing Crosby-Bob Hope film which goes into production around 
April 1. Teagarden will have a speaking part as leader of a small jive 
combo, a group which will spring from his full size outfit. Full band will 
; not be used. 
To keep the band occupied, however, during Teagarden’s days on the set, 
| it has been set for six weeks at Casa Manana, Culver City, beginning April 
| 3. Outfit’s last date in the east before hopping coastward is at Blacks- 
burg, Va., March 29. Paul Whiteman, whom Teagarden left when he 
| decided to become a leader, will be at Cotillion Club with Teagarden at 
| the German Club of same campus. 





Reggie Childs, who came to this country from England as a youth, 
been wearing the RAF button his brother, Arthur, sent him, but it caused 
/SO much comment in Boston area that he removed it. Brother Arthur 
is one of England’s crack pilots with 22 German planes to his credit. 


: Coin-Catching Possibilities 


PHFHFPOOOOOD 


has 
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Harry James ‘Flight Bumble Bee’—‘Carnival Venice’ (Columbia 36004) 








then | 


to | 


| roam about the 20-acre plot* border- | 


| ing Charles River 
| Light wines 
the dining 


. Also rents canoes 


room to those of age. 
More Showmanship 

Another sample of Gill’s showman- 
ship: Patrons never have to worry 
that their cars may be marooned on 
the grounds in case of snowstorms. 
Just as the 
urday morning (8) plows were al- 
ready at work about the place, which 
was kept cleared better than down- 
tcwn Boston. Then a dozen radio 
announcements were issued on sta- 
tions WAAB and WORL notifying 
listeners. 

Last summer, Gill tried a promo- 
tion stunt that worked wonders for 
him. Windshield stickers were 
sued to patrons, who were told to 
watch a Boston daily newspaper for 
a double number, which if it corre- 
sponded with the last two digits of 
a car bearing a sticker, 
owner was given 
and free admission to dance. 
paper also reported substantial cir- 
culation boost. 

When he had passed out 
stickers (50,000 to date) he was 
avalanched with winners, so that he 
changed the number to the 
three. 


1S- 


News- | 


last | 
However, he gave 3,400 pairs | 


of dinners as prizes last summer, and | 


feels that the advertising was more 
than worth it, for cars bearing the 


stickers can be seen throughout New | 


England and even 
are they 
contest, 
When the dining room closed on 
Labor Day, the prizes were limited 
to free admissions, and the contest 
closed the last of September. Yet, 


further. 
removed because 


Rarely 
of the 


|the stickers have remained on cars | 


because Gill is planning te reserve | 


a day as a free dance to all those 
who retained stickers, 

He uses advertisements in daily 
newspapers the year round, in addi- 
tion to college newspapers, 18 an- 
| houncements weekly on WORL, and 
' daily during the sports resume on 


|WAAB. 


Half the time Gill doesn’t meet the 
|bandleaders who play his place, 
'tlhough he keeps careful check per- 
| sonally on their work and the reac- 
| tion of the patrons. 





Rustic Lodge, between Toledo and | 
| Monroe, reopened (20) with Tommy 
|Greene orchestra returning. 





The | 
| group has added a novachord, with | 
|| Dick Askam. 


| band’s 
and beer are served in | 


snow started falling Sat- | 


| releases. 


tage , | might just as well have been original. 
n the car | 


two free dinners, | 


35.000 | two are smart melodies from Bing Crosby’s ‘Zanzibar’ 


James recorded these before, for Varsity. He does either side much more 
| effectively here. Both are solid exhibitions of trumpet mastery. Chances 
|; On coin machines, however, are limited by confined appeal of high-speed 
| trumpeting, which doesn’t find mass appreciation. Non-commercial sales 
should be solid. 


Enric Madriguera ‘Intermezzo’—A Media Luz’ 

‘Intermezzo’ a fine melody but not too well done. 

solo and in team, ride it all through, pointing 
aver try at known melody. 


(Victor 27355) 
Slow paced fiddles, 
it at home spinning. Reverse 


is 


1S 


70e 
dpe 


Les Brown ‘Boogly Woogly Piggy’—‘Little Miss Irish’ (Okeh 60685) 

3rown’s band is improving every record. Both these are well done 
First could be a machine bet because of its whacky but catchy lyrics and 
melody. Doris Day unravels tongue-twisting words easily. Coupling 
clicks, too, nicely sung by Ronnie Chase. It’s slow tempoed. 

Woody Herman ‘Blue Flame’—Woodchopper’s Ball’ (Decca 3643) 


Two click sides. ‘Flame’ should go for private use. It’s a smart cutting 
of the band’s theme, done up in mutes. Reverse is a close copy of same 
‘Woodchopper’s,’ a lively arrangement well played. 

Ray Noble ‘Little Church in England’—Mockin’ Bird Lane’ (Col. 36005) 

There are better versions of this outstanding melody. Noble's doesn’t 
capture the song’s possibilities and Larry Stewart’s vocal could have been 
better. It’s average. Backing’s a lilting melody, instrumentally a bit on 
the Raymond Scott side. Stewart’s vocal is Letter. He's backed by Lynn, 
Lee, Lou trio. 

es ° 
Frankie Masters ‘They Met in Rio’—I Yi Yi Yi’ (Okeh 6083) 

Masters does a solid job on ‘Rio,’ both instrumentally and vocally. Song 
undoubtedly will get machine play; Masters will go along easily. Marion 
Francis and Masters voices sharpen the lyrics. ‘I Yi’ is a song hard 
to develop a liking for. Kay Kyser (Col. 36003) cuts both in same batch 
His ‘Rio’ falls short of Masters. ‘I Yi’ is set at fast tempo and it 
reproduces with better reactions. Ginny Simms, Harry Babbitt, Jack and 
Max vocal. 

Glenn Miller, 

Label 
standard is in 


‘Ida, Sweet As Cider’—It’s Always You’ (Bluebird 11079) 
it’s ‘Ida,’ but try and find the melody. Only mark of ‘he 
Tex Beneke’s likable vocal and succeeding few bars. Rest 
It’s one of Miller’ Ss poorest sides. 
Little promise. Coupling is usual Miller ballad style with Ray Eberle vocal 


says 





36002) 

They can’t all be good. These 
film. First is best, 
Reverse evokes little reaction. Helen 


Benny Goodman ‘You Lucky People’-—It’s Always You’ (Col. 
Goodman is releasing too many records. 


a nice arrangement well played. 
Forrest's top vocalling splits both. 





Bing Crosby ‘You Lucky People’—‘It’s Always You’ (Decca 3636) 
Crosby’s in a lifting, rhythmic mood on the first side, a hot melody from 





his ‘Zanzibar’ film. It’s lively and helped by John Scott Trotter backs 
ground. Reverse is a ballad and wu weaker tune. On another pair (Decca 
| 3637) Crosby does ‘You’re Dangerous,’ a sock ballad, and ‘Birds of @ 
| Feather,’ another rhythm tune. Both good. 

ND 











ERSKINE HAWKINS 


and His Orchestra 


BLUE BIRD RECORD NO. B11019 


“KEEP COOL FOOL" 


Backed by 


“NO USE SOUAWKING" 


Currently Playing Theatres and One Nighters 
* 
Personal Management 
INC., 48 West 48th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 
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Decca’s $5,231,481 Year 





Decca Record Co.’s sales in 1940 were $5,231,481, while its net profit, 


before the reduction of $149,535 in taxes, was $583,247, 


The dividend 


per share on the net profit of $433,713 figured $1.15. Because of a 
change in the company’s fiscal accounting period, a comparison with 


1939 could not be made available. 


Jack Kapp, Decca prez, in a letter to stockholders reported at the 


same time that sales for January 


and February of 1941 were 40% 


above the sales of the like 1940 period. With four new outlets added 
in °40 the company now has 28 distributing branches. 





Crushed 


Minneapolis, March 25. 
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Jimmy Walker Suit Vs. Dancery 


Dismissed in N. Y.; Acted for NAPA 





Suit of James J. Walker as presi- 
dent of the National Association of 
Performing Artists against Robert L. 
Douglas, doing business as the | 
Renaissance Ball Room, was dis- 
missed Thursday (20) in the we Oe 
court by Justice Aaron 
Steuer. The court ruled the com- 
plaint of the former New York 
mayor failed to state a cause of ac- 


tion. 


supreme 


Dancehall, which is rented out, | 
utilizes recordings for its music. 
Suit started out as a test case. | 


Plaintiffs had brought the action to 
test whether the state court would 
uphold a decision of the federal 
court and later on, the Circuit Court 


of Appeals. 


$3 Broadcast Fee More 
Depressive Than Tonic 
In Boston Experience 





Boston, March 25. 

Boston musicians are expected to 
swarm to their local union meeting, 
April 3, to try to kill the $3 broad- 
cast tax per man, which went into 
effect last June 1. It is felt here that 
the previous motion was put through 
by a group of unemployed musicians, 
who felt that it would create more 
jobs for local boys by keeping away 
outsiders intent on air build-ups 
which sky-rocketed Glenn Miller, 
Artie Woody Herman and 
others under early supervision of 
Manager Ray Galvin of Raymor 
Ballroom, here. 


Shaw, 


Actually, it is said, very little new | 
revenue entered the Union’s coffers | 


because the Ritz Carleton and Bruns- 
wick Hotels; Raymor, Playmor, 
Totem Pole and Roseland-State ball- 
rooms yanked their wires out, as did 
a few ot who broadcasted via 
networks occasionally. 

Raymor had a few broadcasts, 
while Hotel Statler continued its 
wire for Vaughn Monroe due to con- 
tract commitments. No new 
were created for Boston musicia! 

The edict meant loss of jobs for a 
few local music publishers’ reps (one 
of whom was also musicians’ union 
member); hurt hotels, night clut 
and ballrooms seeking bands, which 
ordinarily would work cheaper with 
a wire in spot; discouraged the build- 
ing of local ‘name’ bands because the 
price was prohibitive. 


hers 


JODS 
J 


Ss 





The lone exception: Jack Marshard 
with William Morris Agency con- 
tinued to build Vaugh Monroe at 


Seiler’s, Wayland, which was out of 
the Boston jurisdiction, and in Octo- 
ber brought Monroe into Hotel Stat- 
ler here, where he will remain t 
May 3 


High School Band Contest 
At Flatbush Theatre, N.Y. 


Flatbush theatre, Brooklyn, which 
uses name bands as part of its stage 
Shows, will run off a high school 
band contest beginning April 3. First 
week will pit Madison against Til- 
den High while on April 10, Eras- 
mus and Manual Training will battle 
it out. Following week (17) the 
Winners of the first two rounds will 
meet for a $100 prize. 

Theatre wil] bring in couple of 
hame leaders as judges. Tony Pas- 
tor, whose outfit will be playing the 


house the week of the 17th, will be 
one, 


|marks, strip teasers battling for the 


| 


| 
EXPECTED DOESN’T HAPPEN 


| 





Raymond Scott's Gloria Hart Doesn't 
Sue Curbelo’s 


Detroit, March 25. 
This town has been getting a 


heavy run of lawsuits and injunc- 
tions against performers with the 
same name, with orchestra leaders 
enjoined from using others’ trade- 


use of a catchy name, etc. So when 
Raymond Scott blew into Detroit for 
a stand at the Fox with his singer, 
Gloria Hart, it looked sure-fire that 
some action would come up against 
another Gloria Hart, singing with 
Fausto Curbelo in the Statler’s Ter- 
race Room. Such cases aren't with- 
out their publicity value since the 





Detroit press has 
heavily with them. 

However, no_ suit 
early. It seems that Curbelo’s Gloria 
Hart was born Gloria Hertz but had 
used the singing tag since a program 
director at WABC, New York, 
Anglicized it for her when she was 
11 (back in 1934) and was singing on 
a kid program. Scott's Gloria Hart 
has no clear title, it was re- 
vealed, since she was born with the 
name, Corathun, which translates 
‘heart,’ down in Buenos Aires. Prob- 
ably both decided it was a draw, each 


also 


had a pretty good claim to the joint 


name there will be two Gloria 


Harts continuing. 


sO 


Philly Local Grumbles 
On Inroads of Jukes 
On Employment 


Philadelphia, March 25. 

Local 77, American Federation of 
Musicians, last week completed a 
survey of the juke-joint situash in 
Philly which it claims is making 
hefty inroads in the employment 
possibilities for its members. Ac- 
cording to A. Rex Riccardi, secre- 
tary of the local, there are 36 juker- 
es. 1 this area, charging admissions 


of 15 cents to two bits, with nightly 
ging from 150 to 500. 
owth of the juke-box 
ine in ballrooms. 
there 
neehalls here 
each employing of from five 
to 12 men each. Now there are less 
than a dozen of these spots. 
Popularity of the jukeries has 
reached such a peak that a few of 


attendance ran 
With the g1 
joints came a decl 
Up to a couple 


1 
le 


of year 
50 


bands 


ago 


were at iSt 


them have been able to bring in 
name bands from out-of-town on 
special occasions. Last week a 
North Philly spot, the Swing Club 
had Al Donahue’s band. 

Paying stunt for the jukeries {is 
special nights on which records of 
various bands are advertised as 
‘Glenn Miller Night,” ‘Tommy Dor- 
sey Night,’ etc. 

A couple of months ago the Na- 
tional Association of Performing 
Artists filed a suit in Common Pleas 
Court here to force operators of 
spots in which juke-boxes are lo- 


cated to pay license fees to the as- 
sociation. A decision in this case 
'is expected within the next two 
weeks, according to Herbert Speiser, 
local NAPA counsel. 





Gay Claridge’s orchestr comes 
into the Hotel Lowry, Minneapolis, 
replacing Dick Shelton’s ‘Musical 
Marines.’ Doris Knight is band’s vo- 
calist. 


played around | 


materialized | 


High hopes of the University 
of Minnesota’s ‘Boogie Woogie 
Club’ of an appearance with the 
Minneapolis Symphony orches- 
tra diminished into an engage- 
ment with the KSTP hillbilly 
show at the St. Paul Auditorium, 


Dmitri Mitropoulos, symphony 
conductor, was invited to a 
‘Boogie Woogie’ session before 


2,000 students in the university's 
union building grand ballroom. 
He came and listened and then 
gave his verdict after the seven- 
piece band had swung into a 
tune two students had written 
in his honor—‘Beat Me, Dmitri.’ 

‘It is superficial, was the 
Mitropoulos judgment. ‘It is 
monotonous.’ 








Cafe Discovers - 


Disadvantages in 


Group Sellout 


Boston, March 25. 

Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology students took over Bermuda 
Terrace of Brunswick Hotel, here, 
for Spring Dance (21), which was in 
{nature of experiment for Manager 
Paul Bromley. 

M.I.T. paid fee for room including 


band, which was current Bunny 
Berigan. All liquor and food was 
extra. M.I.T. figured it saved much 


money this way instead of hiring a 
hotel ballroom plus a band. 

In turn, Bromley estimated he 
made $500 more profit on this deal 
than on average Friday night. 

But Bromley figures the follow- 
ing a drawback: there were 400 in 
party and all wanted to dance at 
same time throughout the evening, 


and floor space .couldn’t accommo- | 
date them. His usual trade usually 
sits out half the time. 


Also, Bromley feels he lost some 
good-wiil by turning away usual 


NOVELTY ENTERTAINMENT GROUPS 


IN GROWING DANCE BAND DEMAND 


Importance of Added Units Suggests That In Many 
Cases Straight Dansapation Isn’t Enough—Musi- 
cians Who Can Double Into Comedy Sought 


There is a trend at the moment to 
ithe addition of novelty entertaining 
trios and quartets to work on band- 
stands in ballrooms. This reflects 
ithe importance of added stunts in 
the popularity of groups and suggests 
that in many cases straight dishing of 
| dansapation is not enough. 

| In addition to adding harmonizers 
|} many leaders are continually on the 
| lookout for and hiring musicians who 
can double into comedy 
| And the ones taken have not always 
| been men who measured up the 
| musical ability the band as a 
whole. One fairly well known out- 
fit now has a player who isn't 
same level with the rest of the men 
on his instrument, but he clicks 
wherever he goes with routines pe- 
culiar with him and there’s no doubt 
of his staying on. In fact he’s sought 
after by other leaders. 

Tommy Dorsey Sets Pace 


| 
| 





4 
LO 


of 


on the 


: Hankering for trios and 
has been in evidence ever 
Tommy Dorsey’s click last summer 
| with ‘I'll Never Smile Again,’ 
arrangement which featured his Pied 
| Pipers and Frank Sinatra, with very 
| little musical backing. Since then 
| Glenn Miller has taken on the Mod- 


| ernaires quartet to supplement his 
| girl and boy vocalists. Jan Savitt 
took the Tiddly-Winks .(4) from 


Johnny McGee while McGee dug up 
another trio; Alvino Rey, with the 
King Sisters and several comedians 
from within the band, has moved up 
{in popularity. Clyde McCoy, Ben 
| Bernie, Herbie Holmes, McFarland 
Twins, all have singing groups. Two 
of the newest additions to the ranks 


are Eddy Duchin, who adds the Quin- | 


|tones four to his band this week at 


the Palmer House, Chicago, and Ted | 


Weems, who will use the Leon Sis- 
ters quartet. There are many others. 


Operating Costs 
Of course, the adding of singers in 
groups of three and four poses a 
problem in operating costs. Tommy 
Dorsey has probably the heaviest 


| Miller. 


numbers. | 


quartets | 
since | 


an | 


With a 
cluding himself, singers, a angers, 
y, songwriters 
and copyists he keeps on the payroll, 
plus a press agent. 
to 35 people in his troupe. 

Miller doesn’t reach that 
he has a 17-piece outfit, six singers, 
besides two who double from the 
band, a Manager, secretary, and sev- 
eral others. It adds close to 30 

At the other extreme of economical 
operation is Kuy Kyser, the heaviest 
grossing band in the business. Kyser 
14 musicians and two vocalists 
besides himself. He carries no road 
manager and every man in the band 
definite job to take care of. 
One acts as manager, another as pay- 
master, etc. 


band of 17 pieces in- 


road manager, secretary, 


Dorsey has close 


uses 


has a 


REGGIE CHILDS LOSES 
SIX MEN TO ARMY 


Reggie Childs lost six men to the 
Army: Mal Little and Vincent 
Ciraldo, on sax; Don Girard, piano; 
Lloyd Howard, bass; Paul Voltaire, 


trombone, and Bill Hansen, drum- 
; mer. 

His replacements: George Nore 
'man, from Al Kaveline, and Jack 
Swartz, on sax: Buddy Christian, 
from Teddy Powell, drummer; 


Pierce Earle, trombone: Bob Schultz 
from Sonny James, piano, and Ted 
Flowerman, bass. 


Orchestra Leader Meets 


Public at Dise Stores 


Boston, March 25. 

Vaughn Monroe, on location here 
at Hotel Statler, has been appearing 
in phonograph record and depart- 
ment stores in this section to auto- 
graph his QGises. 
At Gaumont Bros. store, Lowell, 
signatured and met 800 fans in 
minutes, while in Worcester, at 


he 
90 


| McInnes dept. store, 350 greeted him 





Friday night patronage, but would| payroll in the business due to his/| in one hour. Sales were upped con- 
do it again if opportunity offered | many vocalists and other help. In| siderably by his personal appear- 
itself. all he has six singers as has Glenn ' ance. 
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AND BOOKERS’ COMMISSIONS LIMITED 


0 FOR 1-NIGHTERS, 10* ELSEWHERE 


A. F. of M. Defines Fees and Conditions Under| 
Which Dancemen May Cancel If Offices Fail to 


Deliver Results 


Band booking agents have had the | 


amount of commission they may col- | 


lect restricted to a new scale by the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
The scale is embodied in a standard 
form of contract which the AFM 
mailed to licensed agents the past 
weekend. This form was authorized 
by the international union’s execu- 
tive board early last month, but the 
interim was required to put it in the 
proper legal language. Two varia- 
tions of the contract form are made 
available, one for seven years and 
the other for three years. 

Under the terms of the new exclu- 
sive management contract the booker 
is confined to a 10° commission on 
a hotel, cafe, film or radio engage- 
ment unless the band’s salary is 
twice the Federation scale, or more 
In that event the booker becomes | 
entitled to an additional 5% on the 
gross. 
to extensions and renewals of cone | 
tract. 
commission is to be 20° ‘ 


The new form of preireen also con- 


The same terms are to apply | 


} 


tains terms which make it possible | 


for a band leader to cancel his ex- 
clusive management contract. The 
leader has an out if he doesn’t get 
(1) at least 20 cumulative weeks of 











He paced the modern trum- 
peting style—there’s a little 
Armstrong in ’em all but 
there’s only one 


LOUIS 
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and HIS ORCHESTRA 
Doing tke Vocals 
SONNY WOODS 
ANN BAKER 


NOW ROYAL THEATRE 
BALTIMORE 


WEEK APRIL 3 
STATE THEATRE 
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LATEST DECCA RECORDS 
“Everything’s Been Done 
Before” 

“I Cover the Waterfront” 


“In the ‘@loamiag” 
“Long, Long Azo” 
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work during the first or second six 
|months of the contract; or (2) at 
least 40 cumulative weeks during the 
second and the third year; or (3) if 
during such specified period the 


booker hasn't obtained work for the | 
leader for seven consecutive weeks. | 
Under such circumstances the leader | 


may give the booker his cancellation 
notice. 


contract binding him stays as is. 
Standard Terms 

The standard form defines a full 
week's work under the terms of the 
contract as: 

1, At least four consecutive or | 
accumulative days. 

2. Less than four days if the gross 
contract price, or prices, 
{lent to at least the minimum gross 
earnings of the band during any one 
week of the succeeding six months. 

3. Performance only of a commer- 
cial radio or television engagement, 


As for one-nighter dates, the | or engagements, where the gross con- |politan theatre, 


| tract price is at least three times the | 
| Federation scale. 


Should the original contract be- | 


tween the band and the agent be for 
seven years either may during the 


| third year or thereafter call it quits 


| the rhythm section. 


if the leader’s gross earnings do not 
exceed by 25% 
eration scales for all engagements 
performed during the previous 12- 
months period. Notice in this case 
must be given within 10 days of the 
expiration of the latest 12-month 
period. 





Band Reviews 





PAUL BARON and ORCH (7) 
With Nancy Nelson 
Essex House; New York 

Paul Baron has had radio training 


aS a composer-pianist and this is 


more or less his debut job on a lo- | 


cation dance job. He again proves 
the axiom that good dance bands 
aren’t made out of the music li- 
braries; there’s something about ex- 
perience, seasoning 
his customers responding. to the 
baton of the maestro that make or 
doesn’t make a dance band leader. 
Baron, actually, is sans_ baton, 
working in the. Duchin-Reichman- 
Gasparre manner from his Steinway. 


He heads up a sweet listening band | 


of three reeds, 
himself, string 


one 
bass 


trumpet, with 
and traps 
Nancy Nelson is 
his featured vocalist. [Grace Mor- 
gan, pianologist in the bar, plugs the 
waits at the intermission.] 


In a ‘polite’ room with the Essex 
House’s Casino-on-the-Park, Baron 


makes for a sauve if not overly per- 
suasive dance combo. The ‘lift’ has 
yet to come. Abel. 


JOHN KIRBY BAND (6) 
Cafe Society Uptown, N. Y. 

Split from Maxine Sullivan (divorce 
from Kirby pending), this sextet, 
long heralded among the jivesters 
as ‘the biggest little band in the 
land,’ is one of those extraordi- 
nary combos that fast commands at- 
tention and is still on the ascension. 
Kirby, no novice, having been un- 
der Monte Proser presentation at the 
N. Y. World’s Fair Zombie, 
Beachcomber on Broadway, and in 
a flock of 52d street swingeroos, ha 
smoothed out all rough edges and is 

(Continued on page 44) 


the 
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DECCA RECORD NO. 3626 
“PLEASE TAKE A 
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HIT THE TOP! 
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Personal 


GALE, 





Management 


INC., 48 West 48th Street 
NEW YORK CITY 


4 





is equiva- | 


the total of the Fed- | 


and the feel of | 


for | 








Band Bookings 


——— Ayres, May 
| tel, St. Louis. 


nici Barnet, 


1, Chase ho- 


April 25, Law- 


renceville School, Lawrenceville, 
N. J. 
Beverly Twins, April 12, week, 


Raymor B., Boston. 


Will Bradley, May 2, Ohio State 
U., Columbus, O.; 3, Colgate U., Ham- 
ilton, N. Y.; 30-31, Million Dollar 
Pier, Atlantic City. 


| Dol Brissette, April 18, Hingham 


If the leader fails to act Firemen’s Ball, Town Hall, Hingham, 
within two weeks after the expira- | 


tion of this seven-week period the) 


Mass. 
Henry Busse, April 2, Coliseum, 
| Ottumwa, Ia.; 12, Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb.; 13, Skylon B., Sioux City, Ia.; 
14, Arkoto B., Sioux Falls, S. D.; 20, 
Trianon B., Arma, Kans.; June 20, 
weeks, Cedar Point, Sandusky, O. 
Bobby Byrne, March 28, Ritz the- 
| atre, Elizabeth, N. J.; March 30, 
_Valleydale, Columbus, O.; April 1, 
Bellemeade C. C., Nashville, Tenn.; 
2-3, Whittier Springs B., Knoxville, 
Tenn. 
| Emile Coleman, April 18, week, St. 
Anthony hotel, San Antonio. 
Al Donahue, 


} 


March 28-30, Metro- 
Providence, R. IL; 
|12, Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, 
|four weeks. 

Jimmy Dorsey, July 4, Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City. 

Tommy Dorsey, March 28, Buck- 
nell U., Lewisburg, Pa.; 29, North 
| Carolina State U.; April 3-9, Capitol 
theatre, Washington; 12, York, Pa.; 
13, Steel Pier, Atlantic City; 14, Geo. 
F. Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 
St. Joseph’s C., Philadelphia; 
Press Club Ball, Philadelphia; 
Arena, New Haven, Conn. 

Benny Goodman, March 30, Coli- 
seum, Baltimore; May 2, Rhodes, 
Pawtucket, R. LL; 3, Manhattan Cen- 
ter, New York. 

Earl Hines, March 
Pavillion, Buckroe 
13, Brooklyn Palace, 
|Footguard Hall. Hartéord, Conn. 

Four Inkspots, April 12, Tom Arch- | 
er’s B., Des Moines, Ia.; 14, City Aud., 
Kansas City, Mo.; 17, Crystal Club 
Park, Tulsa, Okla.; 19-20, Park Ca- 
|sino, Fort Worth; 21, Aud., San An- 
tonio; 22, Aud., “Houst ym; 23, Aud., 
| Galveston; 24, Cotton Club, Port Ar- 
thur, Tex.; 25-26, New Iberia, La.; 
27, Rhythm Club, New Orleans; 28, 
Temple Roof, Baton Rouge; 29, Aud., 
| Shreveport, La.; 


18, 
20, 


31, Bayshore 
Beach, Va.; May 


New York; 


| Little Rock, Ark. 

Gene Krupa, April 4-6, Adams 
theatre, Newark. 

Enoch Light, April 19, State 


| Teacher’s College, 
Vincent Lopez, April 2, Recreation 
| Hall, Langley Field, Va.; 3-4, Palace 
theatre, Newport News, Va.; 12, 
| Stambout Aud., Youngs sfown, 2° 36e 
'19, Totem Pole B., “Auburndale, 
Mass.” 26, Hood College, Frederick, 
Md.; May 2, Penn Athletic Club, 
Philadelphia; 21, Auditorium, Spring- 
field, Mass. 
| Red Nichols, 
;mor Ballroom, Boston. 
| Ray Noble, April 5, Warners the- 
atre, Racine, Wis.; 11, week, Para- 
mount theatre, Des Moines, Ia.: 19, 
one-night, Stevens hotel, Chicago: 
May 2, week, Orpheum theatre, 
Omaha 
Cel. Manny Prager, April 1, 
| Village Barn, New York. 
Carl Ravazza, 
Antl hotel, San 
Dick Rogers, March 
Plymouth theatre, Worcester, Mass.; 
April 14, Shoreham hotel, Washing- 
ton, D. C.; 5, Empire B., Allentown, 
Pa.: 6 Ritz B., Brids port, Conn.: 7, 
Astor hotel, York; 12, Masonic 
Temple, Scranton, Pa. 
Raymond Scot™ March 
wick hotel, Lancaster, Pa 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 
theatre, Rutherford, N. J. 
Pinky Tomlin, March 28-31, Para- 
mount theatre, Cedar Rapids, 
'May 1-3, Par theatre, Waterloo, Ia.; 
May 16, week, Lyric theatre, Indian- 
apolis. 
Orrin Tucker, April 
Center, White Plains, New York. 
Tommy Tucker, April 3, five days, 


Farmville, Va. 


indef., 


St 10oOny Antonio. 


31-April 2, 


KY 
INCW 


28, Bruns- 
1.; 29, Sunny- 
30, Rivoli 


15, | 


16, | 
| 
NV 
: 
| Emil 
| 


30, Dreamland B., | 


On the Upbeat 





Bill Darnell, vocalist 
Chester, collared by the draft. 
goes into the Army this week. 


He 





Larry Clinton led Harry James’ 
band on opening day at State thea- 
tre, Hartford (21). James was in 
Texas for funeral of hfs’ mother. He 
took over Saturday (22). 





Al Donahue can’t seem to defend 
his band against Army induction. 
Red Ryan, bass, was grabbed few 
weeks ago, now Tony Carlson, Ryan's 
replacement, reports for training 
first week in April. 





Ray Kinnty band goes back to 
Lexington hotel, New York, for an- 
other long stretch April 10. Re- 
places current Lani McIntire. 





Leonard Keller orchestra comes 
back for a stay in the Bismarck ho- 
tel’s Walnut Room, Chicago, on 
April 11, following the current Art 
| Kassel orchestra. Keller is ready- 
ing to plug a new tune, ‘I've Been 
Around, I Know.’ Keller is the par- 
ent of the ‘Alexander Is a Swoose’ 
tune. 








Paul Pendarvis winds up stay at 
Casino, Pittsburgh, Friday (28) and 
will be replaced for two weeks by 
Clyde Knight band. Knight, in turn, 
will check out for return engage- 
ment of Everett Hoagland, who 
opens indef stay April 11. 





Herman Middleman band closes at 
Yacht Club, Pittsburgh, Thursday 
(27) after four-week run but re- 
placement hadn't been picked at this 
writing. 








Don Mario band opened 
week stay at El Chico, 
Wednesday (19), 


three- 
Pittsburgh, 


{mac outfit. 





Little Jack Little starts on tour of 
New England one-nighters April 18. 
Goes into the Edgewater Beach 
Hotel, Chicago, May 9 for six weeks. 


replacing Ciro Ri- | 


with Bob open 


| Totem Pole Ballroom, 


Wednesday (19) night at 
Auburndale, 
Mass. 

Russell Bauer was replaced by 
Wilson Lewis as pianist with Nye 
Mayhew’s’ orchestra at  Beach- 


|comber, Boston, while Lenny Welch 


is out as sax-vocalist with Harry 
Marshard’s Hotel Somerset 
U. S. Army stole the men. 


crew, 





Doc Zonneiia’s orchestra playing 
Barry's Inn on Albany-Schenectady 
Road. 





Paul Tremaine’s first date with 
new band will be at Riviera theatre, 
New. York, Sunday (30). 





Jimmy Dale and Lou Holden's 
new bands taken under ‘CRA man- 
agement, 





Jan Savitt follows Jan Garber into 
the Casa Manana, Culver City, Calif, 

Tony Geonnotti, harpist, back at 
Chez Ami, Buffalo, after four-month 
illness. 





Bernie Sandier band into Tantilla 
Gardens, Richmond, Va. 





Lillian Kaye doubling between 
jury duty and vocals at Glass Bar, 
Buffalo. 





Ed_ Fitzpatrick’s orchestra from 
West Coast at Blue Moon, Wichita, 





| Book-Cadillac, Detroit, 


Art Mooney opens at the Syracuse | 


Hotel March 22 for four weeks. 





Teddy Powell opens at Chatterbox, 
Mountainside, N. J., April 10. 








Coleman closes at Ciro’s, 
Hollywood, April 16. 
Kay Doyle switched (24) from 


| Pete Herman’s band at Hi-Hat, Bos- 
ton, to Bobby Hackett’s crew at Ver- 
sailles there. 





| Phil Kaye, orchestra leader from 
|Brooklyn, N. Y., now at Fort 
|Devens, Ayer, Mass., gave fiddle 
| workout last Friday (21) during the 
‘Fort Devens Radio Party’ broadcast 
over WAAB, Boston. 

Tommy Flynn orch, closing April 
13 at Chez Ami, Buffalo, moves 


| April 27 to Van Cleve Hotel, Dayton, 


April 12-May 3, Ray- 


April 24, four weeks, 


O. Added new trumpeter 
Krauskoph, 
ter. 


in Eric 
Succeeding Vic Necan- 


——_ 


Stewart Scott’s combo into Armor 
Inn, outside Buffalo, Thursday (27). 





Horace Heidt goes back 
nual hop at Zembo Mo: 


to an- 
yue, Harris- 





burg, Pa., for third straight year 
} April 18. 

Tommy Dorsey, after playing 
Ricker Gardens, Portland, Me., 
Tuesday (18), flew (19) into New 
York for opening of his picture, ‘Las 
Vegas Nights’ at Paramount, and 


Ia.; | 


6, County | 


Brunswick hotel, Boston. | 
Ted Weems, April 18, Colonial 
theatre, Dayton, O.; 25, Palace the- 


atre, Cleveland; May 8, Earle theatre, 
Washington. 

Paul Whiteman, April 18-19, Clem- 
son C. Clemson, S. C.; 21, Carolina 
theatre, Charlotte, 
Penn State C., State College, Pa. 





Jules Mendelson vice Hal Berman | 


on drums. with 
Roseland Ballroon 


Johnny at 


. New 


Long 
York. 


N: se May 2, | 


hopped another plane to Boston to 


|} my 
wich 


Kans. Woody Wilson and Southern- 
airs closed there. 

orch iato Hotel 
for the sum- 


Loren Parsons 


mer. 





Don Bari and his Debonairs at 
Nassau Room, Hotel Hillcrest, Toledo. 

Bob Holt, leader of Mayfair or- 
chestra, Worcester, during recent 
weeks, will replace Freddy Strack in 
Will Bradley’s orchestra in a couple 
of weeks. 

Frank Langone, from Jan Savitt, 
replaces Sam Rubinwich with Jim- 
Dorsey. He’s alto sax. Rubin- 

and Herbie Haymer, tenor, 
shift to Woody Herman. Don Ham- 
mond takes Haymer’s spot with Dor- 
sey. 











LES BROWN 


And His Orchestra 
VOCALS 
DORIS DAY - RONNIE CHASE 


NOW 
Mike Todd’s Theatre Cafe 
Chicago 
7th Week and Indef. 
& 


NBC Broadcasts 
a 


Sensational Les Brown 
Current Okeh Record Raves 
“ANVIL CHORUS” 
“AMAPOLA” 


“THE BOOGLIE WOOGLIE 
PIGGLIE” 


“MARCHE SLAV” 
9 


Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 
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DECCA RECORD NO. 36 


6“ ONE | LOVE 


backed by 


THREE LITTLE 
W ORDS ’ 





ELLA FITZGERALD 


AND HER FAMOUS ORCHESTRA ~ 









Currently 
3rd Return 
Engagement 

Bermuda Terrace 
Boston, Mass. 
+ 


Personal Management 


GALE, Inc. %,%o* 


Sth Street 
New York City 
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Armistice Not So Simple 





In the discussions between Mutual and ASCAP several mentions 
have been made so far about calling an armistice pending the settle- 


ment on terms. 


Idea would be to limit the actual getting together on 


licensing terms to 30 days, following the return of ASCAP to Mutual’s 


facilities under the armistice plan. 


Several members of the ASCAP board have been reluctant to ac- 
cept this course because of the bad public reaction that might ensue 
if the two factions failed to get together within that time and ASCAP 


had no alternative but to again withdraw its music. 
So far ASCAP has maintained that the absence of its music 


position. 


It’s a question of 


from the air had not been due to any action taken by it but rather by 
radio’s concerted resolve not to deal with ASCAP. 








Robbins Challenges Peer’s Latin 
Music Dominance; Gabriel, CMQ, 


His Partner in Cuban Operations 


bd 


' Campbell-Connelly 





Jack Robbins after a month in 
Havana studying the findings of his 
Cuban representative, Sylvia Suarez, 
who administers the Robbins Music 
Co. of Cuba, has begun to challenge 
the dominance of Ralph S. Peer 
(Southern Music) and of Peer Inter- 
national in Latin-American musical 
affairs. Robbins now has Miguel 
Gabriel, head of CMQ, the powerful 
Havana station, as his partner in the 
National Music Co. of Cuba, still an- 
other subsidiary of the Big .Three 
Music Corp. (Robbins, Feist and 
Miller Music catalogs in the U. S.) 

Peer’s allegiance to BMI, apart 
from the general competitive angle, 
has caused Robbins to throw down 
the gauntlet to the other publisher 
who has had strong control in the 


. : . ° | 
past of music in Mexico, Argentina, 


Brazil, Cuba and almost all the other 
Latin-American countries. 
Peer’s Southern gave BMI its two 


sock ‘Perfidia’ and ‘Frenesi’ hits, both | 


by the Mexican composer Alberto 
Dominguez. BMI, between E. B. 
Marks’ strong Latin catalog and that 
of Peer International (Southern Mu- 
sic, etc.) concededly has the best 
congarhumba catalog extant. 


5 Cuban Song Societies 


Robbins, upon his return to New | 


York last week, contacted ASCAP 
general manager John G. Paine and 
effected an accord on behalf of the 
UCCA (Union of Cuban Composers 
and Authors), which makes the fifth 
performing rights society now exist- 
ing in Cuba. There are four others 
in Cuba, each competitive, including 


one that specializes in Negro or| 
Afro-Cuban songs and songwriters. | 
Robbins, in making his deal with 


Miguel Gabriel, the CMQ broadcast- 
ing chieftain, emphasized the need 
for a stabilizing nationalistic union 
of Cuban songsmiths, which might 
reap some benefit from ASCAP and 
the worldwide music market, and 
thus the National Music Co. of Cuba 
title was created. Gabriel's partici- 


pation, he states, is patriotic. Rob- 
bins’ interest in Latin-American 
music so far, at least, has been 


wholly exploratory because the eco- 
nomic market isn’t there, save when 
one or two sock hits assert them- 
selves internationally, vide ‘Perfidia’ 
and ‘Frenesi.’ To date, Robbins has 
invested nearly $20,000 in that cata- 
log, basically a loss so far although 
building up a catalog which may one 
day yield him dividends. 
Curious Hookup 

Robbins’ challenge to Peer in Cuba 
revolves around a curious hookup 
wherein Senor Castro, who is local 
rep for RCA Mfg. Co., including the 
RCA-Victor, along with other RCA 
products, clears the tunes that the 
local bands record through a Senor 
Roca. Latter is Peer's representative 
in Cuba. Roca gets 10% from Peer 
on everything, but in addition has an 
interest in the Excelsior Music Co., 
which sells disks and sheet music, 
with natural emphasis on Peer 
(Southern) products. 

Robbins’ tie-in with Gabriel of 
©MQ emphasized a fancy advance 
royalty ($50 to $100, against a stand- 
ard royalty contract) to native com- 
posers, whereas it is alleged that na- 
tive tunesmiths have gotten as little 
as $5 per piece. Robbins signed up 
Rene Touzet, composer-conductor at 
the Montmartre nitery in Havana; 
Arsenior Rodriguez, blind banjoist 
With the band at the Sans Souci, Ha- 
vana (already known in America for 
nis ‘Brooca Manawa’); Margarita Le- 
cuona, cousin to the famed Ernesto 
Lecuona (who in turn has a subsid 
firm with E. B. Marks), and others. 





Jerry Johnson upped to profes- 
Si10nal manager at ABC Music, suc- 
ceeding Joey Stool. 





Takes BMI For England 


Although Campbell-Connelly is a 
member of the British Performing 
Rights Society, as is its songwriting 
president, Reg Connelly, the English 
firm has just closed for the British 
rights to the BMI catalog. Connelly, 


now in New York, takes the position 
Broadcast Music, Inc., is merely an- 
other catalog. Its antagonism to the 
ASCAP _interests—although the 
BPRS is tied in with ASCAP by 
treaty—has nothing to do with the 
'fact that C-C acquired the English 
representation for BMI, which it re- 
gards as another music firm, just as 
| it handles several other U. S. cata- 
logs. 

A prime factor in Connelly’s ac- 
quisition of BMI were the new ar- 
rangements of the hundreds of non- 
copyright or ‘public domain’ tunes 
which, he feels, will meet with great 
response in wartime-as well as 
post-war England in years to come, 
notably the Stephen Foster and kin- 
dred 19th century music. 











| 


Teller Sons-Dorner Ptg. 
_ Co. Asks Time to Pay Off; 





ASCAP-radio war is figured to 


have been but a contributory factor | 


in the financial troubles which took 
Robert Teller Sons & Dorner, print- 
ters, to the N. Y. federal court last 
Saturday (22). The firm, which has 


been under pressure from the banks | 


since last October, petitioned for an 
arrangement, which is a voluntary 
reorganization proceeding, in which 
it asks for time to pay of its cred- 
itors. 


$250,915 and assets as $366,917. A 
settlement of 100% in instalments 
is proposed. 

According to the schedule at- 


tached to the petition, the accounts | 
totals $158,- | 
about $60,000 is due | 


receivable outstanding 
358, of which 
from music publishers. During re- 
cent years the printer’s source of 
income from the music business has 
ranged between 30% and 40%. 
Music publisher creditors of the 


reorganizing company are Alfred 
Music Co., $3.835: Amsco Music Sales 
Co., $12.336: Bronson Music Co., $131; 
Bregman, Vocco, Conn, Inc. $110; 
Century Music, $4,941; Irving Caesar, 
Inc., $1.357: Feist, $1,157; Car] Fis- 
cher, $1,601; Sam Fox Co., $39; Kal- | 
mus, Inc., $5.227; Kelman Music 
Corp., $110; Mills Music, $22,061; 
Miller Music Co., $537; Music Sales 


Corp., $1,245; Mercury Music, $864; 
Natrass-Schenck Co., $593; Paull- 
Pioneer Music, $4,572: Robbins Mu- 
sic, $5,118: Charles Scribner & Sons, 
$3,068: Shapiro-Bernstein, $60; Wil- 
liam J. Smith Music, $11,958: South- 
ern Music, $794; Stasny Music, $496; 
Nat Shilkret, Inc., $30; Zither Music 
Corp., $100. 

Among other assets are $15,200 on 
land owned, $45,000 on raw mate- 
rials in stock, and $170.269 in ma- 
chinery, photo equipment, tools, etc 

Largest of the creditors is *"e Sea- 
board Commerce Corp., which is 
owed $70.889, but secured by ac- 
counts receivable totaling $158,358 
Other creditors include Music Trades 
Corp., $25; Agfa Ansco Corp.. $600. 
and Eastman Kodak Stores, $1,444. 
Taxes owed are $6,045 and the com- 
pany has $88,911 in secured creditors 
land $155,958 in unsecured. 


Music Pubs Owe Much 


The petition lists liabilities at | 





Litigation-Wary 
Producers Avoid 





Effects of the scramble for re- 
newal rights which threw the music 
publishing industry into a dither a 
couple years ago is just now begin- 
ning to be felt by the buyers of 


companies, Conflicting claims on 
the renewal rights to many tunes 
that changed publishers during that 
1938-1939 period has so complicated 
the issuing of licenses for syne uses 
that the buyers are getting into the 


these disputed numbers. 

Despite the care they take in 
checking the copyright ownership of 
old numbers the clearance experts 
for the film companies are con- 
stantly running into counterclaims 
and threats of litigation. The num- 
bers involved mostly in this furore 
are those whose renewals came due 
in 1939 and 1940. In late ’39 the 
situation was brought pretty much 
under control when the majority of 
publishers signed a pact which con- 
tained a set of procedure rules bear- 
ing on the bidding for renewal 
rights. 





TO SOFTEN 
REBELS 


Special bylaws committee of the 





thors and Publishers expects to com- 
plete its task by the end of next 
week, soon after which the member- 
ship will be assembled to vote on the 


new directors. 





| lists for the directorial posts. 


| The new publishers to be elected 
to the board number six, while the 
writer faction will be permitted to 
| vote for five directors. The vacan- 
| cies on the publisher section of the 
| board will be those of Walter Fisch- 
er. George Fischer, Gustav Schirmer, 
Jack Bregman, Jack Robbins and 
Will Von Tilzer. The writer vacan- 
cies are ,those of Fred E. Ahlert, 
George W. Meyer. Edgar Leslie, 
Raymond Hubbell and Oley Speaks. 


Meanwhile the old guard on the 


fy the insurgents among the rank and 
file. There was a meeting with such 


writers Protective Association last 
week. Those invited over for a ses- 
sion of ‘understanding’ were some of 
| the ASCAP writers who took an ac- 
tive part several weeks ago in the 
| proposed formation of an outside 
pressure group, the Forum for Song- 
writers. 


Old-Time Tunes 


synchronization rights for picture | 


OLD GUARD OUT 


| would underwrite, 





| 


| 
| 





habit of substituting other songs for | 


PAY ASCAP WHAT'S LEFT’ IS SLOGAN OF 
BITTERENDERS AMONG BROADCASTERS 


| 


But Mutual Still Wants Fast Amicable Settlement— 
The Impending Washington Troubles of Radio 
May Influence Time Factor 


While the vast majority of inde- | 


pendent broadcasters are deter- 
mined to resist making a deal with 
ASCAP as long as possible, there is 
a pronounced tendency on the part 
of the Mutual Network and NBC to 
arrive at a settlement of the contro- 
versy within the shortest time nec- 
essary. 
in moods, present indications are 
that peace between ASCAP and Mu- 
tual will be sealed around April 15 
and with NBC and Columbia shortly 
afterwards. A Mutual committee 


Despite this sharp contrast | 


has been holding meetings with the, 


ASCAP radio committee since last 
Saturday (22), while the committee 


|of 15 named by the National Asso- | 
ciation of Broadcasters is to hold its | 
first licensing formula meeting with These sources hold that even with 
| the abandonment by NBC and .Co- 








American Society of Composers, Au- | 


| 


| 
| 


|} ington front. 


the same ASCAP group April 1. 
Meanwhile Mutual has 


from Broadcast Music, Inc., the So- 
ciety of European Stage Authors and 
Composers and other such organiza- 
tions. They declare that ‘there will 
always be a BMI’ and they are con- 
fident that in the long run ASCAP 
will not be able to hold its members 
-mtact because if ASCAP is not able 
to go on collecting the huge amounts 
to which it has been accustomed 
there will be wholesale defections of 
writers and publishers. 

Viewpoint expressed by this ele- 
ment of broadcasters is that the 
broadcasting industry has_ ear- 
marked so much that it intends to 
pay for music rights and that this 
quota will certainly not exceed what 
it has been paying since Jan. 1. 


advised lumbia of their interests in BMI that 


the N.A.B.“y letter that no one on organization will continue to func- 
the committee of 15 is to speak for | 


or represent that network. 
in the N.A.B. roster is Theodore C. 
Streibert, general manager of WOR, 
Newark, and a Mutual v.p. Mutual’s 
committee is under instructions from 
its board and stockholders to ne- 
gotiate a series of plans from which 
the former can make a selection. 
The formula may be one that would 
apply only to network programs and 
which the network as a corporation 


one under which the individual sta- 
tions would obligate themselves for 
network programs, while still an- 
other arrangement could be pre- 
dicated upon all the Mutual affili- 
ates taking out ASCAP licenses 
covering both network and _ local 
programs. As soon as these plans 
worked out the Mutual board and 
stockholders will be summoned to 
another meeting in New York. Mu- 
tual spokesmen yesterday (Tues- 
day) expressed themselves as con- 
fident of ‘getting somewhere soon’ 
with ASCAP. 


What may prove an important 


recommended amendments and elect | factor in expediting a settlement be- 
In the meantime a/ tween the networks and ASCAP is 
writer and a publisher committee.| the turmoil, confined so far to un- 
selected from the rank and file, will | official 


be named to make up nominating | Columbia are facing on the Wash- 


meetings, which NBC and 
With the findings and 
recommendations of the 
Communications Committee’s mo- 
nopoly report likely to be posted in 
the near future, the webs may find 
it expedient to get the music situa- 


or it could be; 


Included | 








tion and that if the networks make 
an ASCAP deal they might as well 
expect to carry the major part of 
the cost burden themselves and not 
figure on their affiliates making it 
easier for them by likewise signing 
up with ASCAP. 

The commttee which is doing the 
talking for Mutual with ASCAP con- 
sists of Alfred J. McCosker, WOR, 
Newark, E. M. Antrim, WGN, Chi- 
cago, Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee 
Network, H. K. Carpenter, WHK- 
WCLE, Cleveland, and Fred Weber, 
Mutual general manager. 


Thanks to MPPA 
On Army Song 
Book Clearance 


Harry Fox, as general manager of 








| the Music Publishers Protective As- 
(sociation, has received the thanks of 


Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson 


|and Major Gen. E. S. Adams, adju- 


Federal | 
|for his aid 


tant-general in the war department, 
in compiling the new 


| Army Song Book, which is being dis- 
| tributed among the men in the ser- 


tion out of the way and thereby an- | 


ticipating the repercussions from 
the FCC’s orders through the device 


,of making the grand gesture that it 


writer section of the ASCAP board | 
are continuing their efforts to molli- | 


intent held at the offices of the Song- | 


was aJl done 
public’s interests, 
meant a huge 
operations. 


primarily in the 
even though it 
increase in network 


What’s Left 

In the rank and file of indepen- 
dent broadcasters the feeling of 
mlitant antagonism toward ASCAP 
shows no signs of waning. A goodly 
percentage of them are determined 
to resist any agreement which will 
give ASCAP the major portion of 
their expenditures 
These take the attitude that ASCAP 
will have to be content with what’s 
left after the indie broadcasters 


| have got through paying for music 


Songmen Chafe, Impatient for Action, 


But Realize Radio's in No Hurry 





| It’s no secret among the mugic 
'men that the radio-ASCAP powwows 
are strongly suspected as being 
diplomatic stalleroos, and that it may 
not be before June or July that an 
accord is reached, if then. The 
broadcasters’ committee of 15, desig- 
nated to meet with the ASCAP com- 
mittee of eight, is doing se under 
D. of J. hints that they meet ‘in the 
public interest.’ 

But there’s no statute yet in these 
United States that says the National 
Ass’n of Broadcasters, or mem- 


1ts 


bers, need pay for ASCAP music 
according to ASCAP ideas. 
Now. more than ever, Tin Pan 


Alley is chafing impatiently to get 
back into the music business, but 
can’t. 


+ 
} 
} 





Mass.’ Anti-ASCAP Biils 


Boston, March 25. 

Three anti-ASCAP bills aiming to 
regulate and tax performance rights 
in this state, will be reported out of 
the Constitutional Law committee 
tomorrow (26). Hearings were held 
here two weeks ago with John 
Paine, general manager of American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, and its. counsel, Louis 
Frohlich, and _ others’ speaking 
against the bills that they were un- 
constitutional. 

Harold Fellows, WEEI general 
manager and chairman of the Mass. 
State Broadcasters Committee, also 
spoke against the bills. 





| 


of music rights. | 


| 


vice. The book contains 67 songs. 
The MPPA handled all clearances 
on the number, with Fox carrying on 
a massive correspondence with book 
publishers as well as music publish- 
ers and taking over nine months to 
complete the task. Another collabo- 
rator on the compilation was Dr. 
Harold Spivacke, head of the music 
section in the Library of Congfess, 


SYMPH CONCERT FOR 
~ AUSTRIAN CULTURE 


Second concert by Artists in Need, 
Inc., sponsored by the committee for 
the Preservation of Austrian Art and 
Culture, at Carnegie Hall, N. Y., next 
Monday (31), will see the following 
refugee and American maestros al- 
ternately guest-conducting the Phil- 
harmonic Symphony orchestra of 65: 
Ralph Benatzky, Robert Stolz, Jaro- 
mir Weinberger, David Mendoza and 





Josef Cherniavsky. Soloists will 
nclude Kitty Carlisle, Ella Flesch, 
Jolanthe Garda, Anne Roselle, Su- 


zanne Stein and Milan Petrovic, from 
the U. S. and Vienna State Opera 
companies. 

This is the second such concert, the 


| one last month clicking to the degree 


| it inspired this second recital. 


| 
| N. Y.’s Jukebox Tax Plan 


‘would go tg unemployment rel 








Albany, N. Y., March 25. 
An annual tax in New York State 
on coin-operated vending machines, 
ranging from $1 for machines using 
le coins to $100 for those using coins 
over 10c is proposed in a bill spon- 
sored by Edward J. Coughlin, Brook- 
lyn Democrat. The measure pro- 
vides that operators shall be licensed 
and distributors shall register with 
the State Dept. of Taxation. 
The money rai by tax 

ef. 


ed the 
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Argentinians, Piqued With ASCAP : 





Share, Sign Up at $4,000 With BMI 


Argentine song- 
writers’ whose affiliation | 
with ASCAP expired last December, | 


SADAIC, the 


society, 


| 


has closed a new two-year deal with 





MARKS SUES VOGEL 


Claims Tune Published In 1893 Was 
Infringed in 1933 








| Edward B. Marks Music Co. filed 


BMI whereby it is guaranteed $4,000 

per annum. This is perhaps eight | suit Thursday (20) in the N. Y.| 
times what SADAIC realized from | federal court against the Jerry | 
ASCAP in recent years, The Ar- | Vogel Music Co., Inc., claiming in- 


gentine Society always felt it merited 


more, 


notably into radio usage under 
ASCAP license for many years. One 
of SADAIC’s lawyers in Buenos 
Aires. Rodriguez Larreta, consum- 
mated the BMI deal. 

Meantime the Brazilian societies’ 
(there are two) contracts with 
ASCAP are up for renewal, and 


|B. Marks and William Loraine wrote 
‘the words and music to the song. 


Wally Downey, American long domi- 
ciled in Rio, is currently in New York } 


with power of attérney to close a 
deal either with BMI or ASCAP. 
He represents both SBAT (Society 
of Brazilian Authors of the Theatre) 
and ABCA (Association of Brazilian 
Composers and Authors), The latter 
is the ‘small rights’ organization or 
popular tunesmiths, an offshoot of 
SBAT which controls ‘grand rights’ 
of major theatre works, musical 
comedies, plays, etc. SBAT alone 
held a contract with ASCAP and its 
five-year termer expires next Oc- 
tober with the American Society. 


Pick Your Own 
Film for Nickle, 
Vis-0-Graph Pla 


Hollywood, March 25. 








A new type of jukebox, which | 


will enable patrons to choose what- 


ever film they wish shown instead | disputed one, for $1,600. 
of having to take the films as they | 


come from the boxes now in use, 
will soon be placed on the market 
by Vis-O-Graph Corporation _ of 
America, according to announce- 
ment by general manager William 
H. Kemble. He also announced that 
these machines will operate for a 
nickel instead of the 10c price now 
charged by various companies. And 
for people who like bargain prices, 
the new machine will have a special 
25c slot wherein customers may slip 
a quarter and in return have six 
films played. 

‘In addition to the bargain price,’ 


Kemble states, ‘patrons will be able 
to select all six of the films they 
wish shown, The new type boxes 


will contain IM pictures, and if the 
operators desire as many as 15 from 
which selection may be made. Night 
spot operators with whom I have 
talked are enthusiastic about the 
six-for-a-quarter idea, because it 
will provide 18 minutes of uninter- 
rupted entertainment.’ 

Recent nation-wide tour by Kem- 


ble resulted in his stopping the man- 


ufacture of additional present type 
boxes, with orders for the engineers 
to concentrate on the new selectivity 
machine. . Customers prefer to make 
their own selections, Kemble said. 
He also ascertained that the general 


public prefers a_nickle-in-the-slot 
machine to the 10¢ variety. Cafe 
owners convinced him that they 
will be able to get three five-cent 
coins for every dime now taken in 
by the machines. 

‘in our new machines,” Kemble 
Said, ‘we have installed a new pat- 
ented continuous mechanism which 
preserves the film twd and a half 


times its present normal running life. 
We have also installed a thermo- 
static-controlléd humidifier which 


keeps the proper amount of moist- | 
climatic | 


ure regardless of outside 
conditions.’ 

New delivery policy has been de- 
cided upon by Vis-O-Graph. Orders 
are coming in for new machines, it 
is stated by Kemble, at the rate of 
about 20 per day. However, no de- 





| 


| 


liveries will be made until 300 ma- | 


chines have been completed and 


tested. 


to have ready at that time sufficient 
films to service the boxes for six 
months, with a weekly change of 
film. 

Kemble pulls out this week for 
New York to close deals with a num- 
ber of district distributors. 


Thereupon orders will start | 
to be filled and the company expects | 





fringement of copyright on the song 


because of the amount of | "December and May.’ An injunction, | 
music it exported to the world, and accounting of profits and damages 
| are sought. 


Prior to Nov. 9, 1933, Edward 


Loraine transferred his rights to the 
music to Frank Harding, and Marks 
to his company. Marks renewed his 
copyright Nov. 11, 1920. It is} 
claimed that since April 4, 1933 Vogel 
has been infringing by publishing a | 
song with a similar title, and almost | 
identical lyrics. 


WITMARK SCORES IN 
qRISH EYES’ SUIT 


A temporary injunction preventing 
Fred Fisher Music Co., Inc., and 





| George Graff, Jr., from publishing or 


selling ‘When Irish Eyes Are Smil- 
ing’ was issued yesterday (Tuesday) 
in N. Y. federal court by Judge Ed- 
ward A. Conger. The injunction is 
in favor of M. Witmark & Sons, 
original publishers of the song, which 
is suing Fisher, Graff and Mills 
Music, Inc., claiming that since Au- 
gust, 1939, when the renewal rights 
came up, the defendants have been 
publishing the song. 

It is claimed that the song was 
written in 1912 by Ernest R., Ball, 
Chauncy Olcott and Graff. Ball did 
| the music, the other two the lyrics. 
| Graff and Ball, both under contract 
|to Witmark at the time, gave the 
| plaintiff the renewal rights in 1912, 
|}and on May 17, 1917, Graff sold all 
|his rights to 69 songs, including the 
On Aug. 
12, 1939, Witmark applied for a re- 
'newal in the name of Olcott, having 
|received permission from Mrs. Ol- 
cott, and also in Graff's name. On 
Aug. 23, 1939, Graff applied for a 
renewal and having received it, sold 
the rights to Fisher. 

The suit was then started to de- 
termine who owns the rights. It is 


the original agreement, turning over 
the renewal rights, and the 1917 sale, 
are invalid. 

Judge Conger disagreed with this 
contention pointing out that ‘an ordi- 
nary assignment of the original copy- 
right without specific provision for 
the renewal of the copyright by the 
assignee in the author’s name would 
not give to the plaintiff the right to 
secure a renewal, 
died could a renewal be binding on 
his widow, but such is not the case.’ 

The court then ruled that Graff 
had specifically agreed to assign his 
personal rights, and as such the in- 
junction against his publication, or 
Fisher as his agent, was issued. 


Frankie Masters’ Full Year 
At Taft Meets 802 Rule 


Frankie Masters band will remain 
at Taft hotel, New York, until 
July 2, rounding out a full year on 
that location. Purpose of long stay 
is to qualify the band for member- 
ship cards in N. Y. local 802 of the 
American Federation of Musicians. 

802’s qualifying period was orig- 


the 


inally nine months, but last Septem- |} 


ber it was stretched to a full year. 
Lucas’ N. Y. Hote! Date 


Clyde Lucas band replaces Horace 





Heidt at the Biltmore hotel, New 
York tomorrow (Thursday). It’s 
Lucas first location date in New 


|York in years. Until recently the 
|band was at the Benjamin Franklin 
hotel, Philadelphia. 


During {ts stay there Lucas was | Will be taken out of the ‘popular’ 
operated on for removal of a stone | ¢lass. 


in his kidney. 
fully. ° 


He has recovered 





Phil Ohman and Foster Carling 
cleffed ‘Harry With the Light Blue 


| rific 


| Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City 


| Rainbow Room in N. Y. 





Band Reviews 





at peak performance here, at the up- 
t 


| town Cafe Society. 


With himself on the string bass, | 
his team comprises clarinet, a ter- 
horn, another reed (‘sax), a 
whale of a specialist on the skins, 
and a boogie-woogie pianist. They 
give out like nobody else in Local 


802. The horn and traps are par- | 
ticularly solid-senders. After asso- | 
ciate maestro-conferencier, Eddie 


South, introduces the Kirbyites for 
their floor specialty, they also pro- 
duce a mess of mean dansapation. | 
The later you come the better. 
Personnel: Billy Kyle, piano; 
Charlie Shavers, trumpet; Buster 
Bailey, @larinet; Russell Procope, 
sax: O'Neill Spencer, drums; Kirby, 
bass. * Abel, 


MATTY MALNECK ORCHESTRA 

First sojourn of this group in the 
supper room of the hotel, and Mal- 
neck’s first engagement in Kansas 
City. It follows as part of his trek 
from Hollywood, where the band has 
been in pictures and clubs, to the 





This one fits the grill ideally, be- 


| ing the intimate, accomplished music | 


just needed among the mirrors, soft} England where Campbell-C lly : +4 
HTights and confined floor. k 8 pbell-Connelly publishes it, and it’s being handled 


Malneck | 
has grouped together a stylist at 
each instrument. His style of ar- 
ranging the classics in swing and 
his versions of the pops set this 
group apart. : 

Includes Milton DeLugg, a _ top- 
notch squeeze-boxer. In his club 
dates, such as this, Malneck makes 
use of what he calls ‘rhythmic con- 
certs’ as a semi-floor show nightly in 
which his troupe leaves the band- 
stand to cavort in a half hour of spe- 
cialties and special arrangements. 
This gives an excellent opportunity 
for Cal Clifford at the trumpet, Russ 
Morhoff at string bass, Mark Mc- 
Intyre at piano, Vincent Spolidoro at 
the harp, and Marshall Fisher on 
guitar to entertain. Ralph Hansel at 





the claim of the defense that both | 


nor if Graff had | 


the tympani ‘completes the ensemble, 
along with Malneck’s fiddle playing 
| and arranging. 
During this engagement at the 
| grill, manager Barney Joffee has ar- 
ranged for six local debs to take 
turns in supplying vocals to the ‘con- 
| certs’ with the debs salaries being 
| turnéd over to the bundles for Brit- 
|}ain cause. Since the Malneck orch 
|carries no singers stunt is serving a 
| double purpose for the fortnight. 
Malneck and crew will do a week 
| at the Tower theatre before trekking 
| east to the Rainbow Room. Quin. 


LEO PIEPER ORCHESTRA (10) 
| With LaVerne Famuliner, 
| Hodgson, Harland Kosta 

| Pla-Mor, Lincoln, Neb. 


| Everybody doubles accordion in 
| Leo Pieper’s orchestra or there’s no 
job. Regardless of other tools by 
which music is made, Pieper is ad- 
| vertising nine accordions, and intro- 
|ducing them around the Iowa, Min- 
nesota, Nebraska one-nighters. 

| Pieper is admirer of Lawrence 
Welk style, and a piano-accordionist 
himself. If Welk could do good with 
one of the wrinkle-organs, Pieper 
| figures to be a territorial looper with 
his complete outfitting. 

In that every organization seems 
to need something for the patronage 
to gab about, the accordions provide 
that. However, they rate strictly as 
,;a novelty, not for, straight work. 
Pieper has recognized this and only 
gives a couple of shows with all the 
accordions per evening. 
clously, in that manner, the pull- 
|and-push music is worth something 
| to him. 
| Pieper is well provided with sing- 
|ers now, himself, Clarke Hodgson, 
| brass, and LaVerne Famuliner, sax, 

His house-stopper 


| all of them okay. 
is Harlan Kosta, a versatile young- 
ster, who stretches his lip to three 
trumpets at a time. He’s normally 
on bass, but comes up front in brass 
for that one big shine session. As 
full-time arranger, Pee Wee Munt is 
no longer in the sax section, but is 
| busy with library all the time. 
Other personnel includes Ace 
Chancellor and Bernie Shade, saxes: 


| Gene Deurmeier and Lauren Brown, | 


brass; Franny Harbin, 
Harvey Hanson, piano. 

Plenty of bounce is the stress of 
Pieper’s style, without sacrificing 
sweetness or overdoing instrumental 
volume. Where they want to keep 
dancing, Pieper is a man for the job 


Art. 


Miller Goes ‘Standard’ 


Miller Music is to become a ‘stand- 


drums; 





| Of providing motive. 











| Gilbert away from Miller, where he 





Jeans,’ an answer to ‘Jeanie With the 


ard’ house, publishing anything from 
sacred to march music, but otherwise 


Jack Robbins, who directs his three 
firms—Feist, Miller and the company 
bearing his name—has taken Ben 


was professional manager, and will 
now ditto at the Robbins Co., under 
Murray Baker, general professional 


| 
(Continued from page 42) | 
| 


Clarke | 


Used judi- | 


and 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Examination before trial of Ralph S. Peer, president of Southern Music 
|Corp., or some other officer acquainted with the nature of the charges in 
Perry Bradford's suit against Southern Music and Gene Buck, was or- 





| dered Monday (24), in N. Y. supreme court by Justice Aaron Levy. Ex- 


amination takes place Friday (28). 

Bradford seeks $6,000,000 damages based on a claim that he borrowed 
$100 from Southern and turned over the rights to 40 songs to it to be 
retained until the money was paid back. He claims he offered the money 
but the defendant refused to give the songs back, and Southern, together 
with Buck, in his capacity as president of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers, have realized the sued-for amount in roy- 
alties. Defense is a general denial and an assertion that the songs are 


, valueless. 





Ethel Giiroy, as administratrix of the estate of John Gilroy, deceased 
songwriter, filed suit Thursday (19) in the N. Y. federal court against 
Frank Shay and the Macauley Co., charging infringement and seeking an 
injunction, accounting of profits and damages. Song involved is ‘Don't 
Go Into the Lion’s Cage Tonight,’ the lyrics to which were written in 
1906 by John Gilroy. 

The song was infringed upon by publication in a book written by Shay 
and published by Macauley called ‘Pious Friends and Drunken Com- 
panions,’ plaintiff claims. 





‘The King Is Still in London, introduced over a world-wide hookup 
Sunday (23).as part of the British-American Tribute to Valor program 


| from New York, was co-authored by Hugh Charles (‘There'll Always Be 


An England’) and Roma Campbell-Hunter. 
It’s been recorded by the Grenadier Guards and the other bands in 


in Canada by Gorden V. Thompson and in the U. S. by the recently firmed 
Irwin Dash-Reg Connelly Co. 

Sir Thomas Beecham, English conductor-composer, who has been de- 
livering outspoken comments and criticisms on his lecture tour of the 
country, in answer to an audience question following a talk at Albany In- 
stitute of History and Art, declared: ‘American jazz is not American. It 
is nothing more than a mixture of some old hymn tunes, a few African 
airs and an extraordinary amount of business exploitation.’ After brief 
cogitation, he added: ‘It is one of the most enormous mental swindles of 
any age, any country.’ 





In soliciting publicity for the song, ‘My Sister and I,’ Broadcast Music, 
Inc., has sent out copies of the book which the radio industry's publishing 
outfit states inspired the lyrics. Book is of the same title and is the diary 
of a Dutch boy refugee with the pseudonymn, Dirk van der Heide. Alex 
roi ey Joan Whitney and Hy Zaret, BMI contract writers, did the 
number. 





For the first time in ASCAP history a press memoranda ‘1as gone out, 
over general manager John G. Paine’s signature, that all ‘authoritative and 
official statements to the press,’ pertaining to the society, will be released 
by its relations director, Robert L. Murray. He superseded A. P. 
Waxman as p.a. for ASCAP. 





Detroit Symphony Nearly Breaks Even 


Earned Income Mounts as Community Gets Behind 
the Orchestra 








+ a 
+ . - 
Music Notes : Detroit, March 25. 
io For the first time in many years 
} s , » — » 
or ee a er ee the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 


came down the home stretch with 
the bla@ék and the red running neck 
|}and neck. White still a little short 
of $260,u00 budget for the 81- 
piece orchestra~- an important~factor 


| brated their 25th anniversary on St. 
Patrick’s Day. He’s the music pub- 
lisher. 


its 





Sid Muller and Hal Borne sold 
their song, ‘Tenement Symphony in 
Four Flats,’ to Metro. 


| Jules Styne and Eddie Cherkse | 


was that nearly 50% of this season's 
income was earned profit, evidence 
that symphony support and special 


icleffed ‘Tre Vien’ for Republic’s | exploitation devices can give it a 
‘Lady From New Orleans.’ lift. 
| a 

aur : Only a few weeks before the close 
| Umiversal borrowed Franz Wax-|of the 2l-week season here, the 


| man from Metro to handle the music 
| for ‘Unfinished Business.’ 


———. 


Symphony was $18,000 short of its 
budget but a round table drive 
| whittled it down to less than $4,000 
with the indication the season will 


_ Frank Skinner composed the mu- 
| sical score for ‘The Lady From | verge into the black. A nice kicker 
| Cheyenne’ at Universal. was given to the final accounting 
- | when the Symphony Society took 
| Bronislau Kaper drew the musical | °Ver the opening of Walt Disney's 
|conducting chore on Metro’s ‘Man | Fantasia’ film at $5 a head to net 
| From the City” $2,400. The Music Appreciation 

— campaign here also brought in $10,- 
000 for the symphony. 





| Frederick Hollander assigned to 
do the musical score for ‘Miss However, that 50% of the budget 
| Wheelwright Discovers America’ at is earned is a factor important to all 
Warners. symphony groups. Orchestra at the 
——s |Masonic Temple has two _  audi- 
Frederick Hollander and Frank | tOriums. One, with 4,621 seats played 


to 84% capacity during the season. 
| Orchestra also wound up with 6,000 
| season ticket holders. 
| Saul Chaplin and Sammy Cahn|, No small part of the year’s earn- 
doing the tunes for ‘Betty Co-Ed’ at | imSs came from the Ford Sunday 
Columbia. Evening Hour. While the sponsor 
pays the musicians, $500 per broad- 
cast beyond wages goes to the Sym- 
| ing job on ‘The Man Who Lost Him- | phony for ‘good will’ and also as the 
| self’ at Universal. | Henry Ford contribution. It 
amounted to $17,500 of the earnings. 
The Detroit Symphony will con- 
tinue with its guest conductor pro- 
gram next season, Victor Kolar re- 
| maining as the resident conductor. 


Loesser collaborating on a tune for 
| ‘Man Power’ at Warners. 








Charles Previn finished his scor- | 





Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger are | 
writing tunes for ‘21 Men and a Girl’ | 
at 20th-Fox. 

W. Franke Harling was signed to 
score and record the music for Co- 
lumbia’s ‘Penny Serenade.’ 





Dave Gordon Resigns 


Dave Gordon has resigned as pro- 
fessional manager of the west coast 
district for Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 

Jonie Taps, the firm's professional! 





Leo Forbstein is doing musical 
scores for three shorts at Warners. 





Light Brown Hair,’ for publication | head. Miller will require no profes- 


Reg Connelly plans returning to 





by the Mills Music Co. sional staff. 





London shortly. 


head, has not named Gordon’s sguc- 
cessor, 
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AGVA’s Det. Local Bd. Defends Golden, 
Exec Sec’y; ‘Doesn't Need Watching’ 








Detroit, March 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: ; 

It is an unfortunate circumstance 
that organizations of any type usu- 
ally find it necessary to have an ac- 
tive group of members, working as 
it’s executive board, who control the 
destinies, actions and policies of that 
organization. It is also more regret- 
able that an organization cannot op- 
erate under the direction of one su- 
preme head, but we, thank God, are 
living in a democratic United States 
of America. 

The executive board of the Detroit 
local of the American Guild of Vari- 
ety Artists wishes to clearly state 
and clarify in regards to the so- 
called ‘rumpus’ which was given 
such a broad play in last week’s edi- 
tion of Variety. Undoubtedly, how- 
ever, the editorial staff of VARIETY 
was in possession of one man’s opin- 
jon. This is not one man’s opinion, 
rather the consensus of opinions of 
the executive board of the local un- 
der fire. 

May we first clearly define the 
position of Les Golden and his status 
with the Detroit AGVA. Golden was 
chosen by the nucleus of the Detroit 
AGVA. He was not appointed by 
Hoyt Haddock, 

The ex-prexy (Professor Maji), 
tells two different stories. He claims 
that he petitioned the national ex- 
ecutive board in New York to re- 
move Golden. However, in his home 
local he claims that it was only his 
influence that prevented the dismis- 
gal of our executive secretary. 

May we very pointedly emphasize 
the fact that this board has complete 
confidence in Golden's ability and 
trustworthiness. He is not an indi- 
vidual w2o must be ‘continually 
watched.’ This executive board has 
in the past-and will continue in the 
future to take a definite stand 
against any correspondence regard- 


ing the policy or attitude of this or- | 


ganization, without the sanction of 
that body. 

We are not aware of from whom 
you secured your reports. that 
Golden had _ created 
feeling among agents and operators 


in the Detroit area, but may we spe- | 


cifically state that our relationship 


with the agents and operators have | 


been most favorably promulgated 
with Golden’s excellent cooperation. 
The agency license, which was se- 


cured by Golden from the Michigan | 


Private Employment Bureau, wag se- 
cured under direction of the execu- 
tive board. 
Excellent Job 
In regards to the financial situa- 


tion of the Detroit local, we are| 
agreed that Prof. Maji did an excel- 
lent job of straightening up our 


financial record. However, the same 
job could have just as easily been 
done by a $22 bookkeeper. 

May we clearly impress upon you 
that this is an infant organization, 
and that the throes of organizational 
activity and pressing labor relations, 
all heaped on the shoulders of one 
man, was too much of a load for any 
individual to carry. You must bear 
in mind that an organization of this 
type is definitely limited in the 
amount of money it may spend in its 
early stages of infancy. Contrary to 


the belief of our ex-president, the | 
Detroit local is functioning smoothly | 


in very capable hands. The office of 
president has been assumed by Rich- 


ard Worthington, first vice-president 


under the old regime. He is han- 
dling the affairs of this local sub- 
servient to the orders and desires of 
the executive board. 

The mere fact that one man saw 
fit to relinquish his connections with 
this organization has not been found 
Sufficient reason for a so soundly 
based union to collapse. 

Executive Board, 
Detroit Local of AGVA. 





Professor Maji, in a letter to N.Y. 
headquarters last week, repeated the 
assertion that Golden should be re- 
moved for the good of the Detroit 
local.. Golden was originally ap- 
pointed qa national representative of 
AGVA by Haddock, and not the De- 
troit local’s board. 


Bert Nolan Faces Rap 


Detroit, March 25. 
Bert Nolan, 28-year-old m.c. cur- 





rently at Verne’s here, faces trial | 


shortly on a charge of reckless driv- 
ing. Police and witnesses have ac- 


cused him of driving the car which | 


seriously injured a pedestrian. 
Nolan, from Chicago, told police 
his real name was Ervin V. Kimcke. 





antagonistic | 


Slapsie Maxie’s Miami 
Show Into Pitt Nitery 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 

Entire show from Slapsie Maxie’s 
cafe in Miami has been booked for 
a two-week engagement at Yacht 
Club here beginning Friday, March 
28. Unit will include Maxie Rosen- 
|bloom, Cully Richards, Sammy 
Lewis and Patty Moore and the five 
stooge-singing waiters. First time 
this gang has worked for an outside 
nitery management since opening 
their own spot in Hollywood three 
years ago. 

Deal was closed vta long distance 
by Lewis and Jackie Heller, who is 
|associated with his brother, Sol 
|Heller, in the management of Yacht 
‘Club, It'll be river spot’s first blast 
in new ‘name’ policy designed to 
| bolster biz. Slapsie Maxie crew 
closed at Miami place last week and 
wanted to open Monday (24), but 
Yacht Club preferred to wait for a 
weekend getaway. 














BILL T0 EASE 
PA. CURFEW 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Hotels, niteries and _ restaurants 
here, as well as in every other part 
of the state, are putting their full 
weight behind a measure already in- 








| troduced in State Legislature which | 
would extend closing hour on Satur- | 


day from midnight to 2 am. There 
are 50 bills pending in house to 
change liquor laws, but only two 
have had action by Heuse Liquor 
Control Committee and they’re the 
ones in which cafe owners are most 
vitally interested. Other is repeal 
| of 1878 law which prohibits women 
from working in bars. 
Both of these proposed 


by Committee today (25) and parade 
of nitery owners from all over Penn- 
sylvania is expected to descend on 
Harrisburg in an effort to push 
measure through. 

It’s estimated conservatively that 
an extension until 2 a.m. on Satur- 
| day would easily mean an additional 
$500,000 gross in nitery belt in Pitts- 
burgh proper alone. Bill was in- 
troduced by Representative Martin 
F. Kenehan, Scranton Democrat, and 
it also contains a proviso that would 
stiffen fines and prison sentences for 
any violation of closing law. Boosts 
minimum fine from $100 to $1,000 and 
maximum from $300 to $2,000 and 
makes jail term of year and a day 
mandatory. Under present law, im- 
prisonment of one to three months is 
imposed only upon failure to pay 
| fine for opening bars from 7 a.m. to 
6 a.m. 


CANTOR $5,500 GROSS 
SETS LOWELL RECORD 


Eddie Cantor, playing a one-day 
stand for Loew’s at the Auditorium, 
Lowell, Mass., Sunday (23) broke 
all existing house records when he 
grossed $5,500 in three shows. He 
played the spot on percentage. 

Cantor is accepting short-term per- 
| sonal appearances in the New York 
State area, but doesn’t want to take 
too much time away from the prep- 
aration and rehearsal of his Wednes- 
day night (NBC-Red) radio com- 
mercial. 

He has another booking set at the 
| State, Hartford, for three days be- 
| ginning April 12. 


| _ 
| Krieger De-Wedded 
| 
| 





Buffalo, March 25. 
Ellen S. Krieger in Supreme Court 
| here was awarded an annulment of 
her marriage to Samuel I. Krieger, 
now in Hollywood, a mathematical 
wizard known as ‘Professor Krieger, 
|The Human Adding Machine.’ 

Mrs. Krieger charged fraud, alleg- 
ing among other things that Krieger 
told her that he proposed to set up 
‘a school of higher mathematics. 


NITERIES BEHIND 


amend- | 
| ments will be given public hearings | 


PATRON CLIPS NITERY 





Wins $1,500 Verdict in Suit Based on 
Beating by Bouncer 





Minneapolis, March 25. 

Slugged by Bill Martin, 240-pound 
bouncer of the Happy Hour, one of 
the town’s leading night clubs, Carl 
Berg was awarded $1,500 damages in 
district court. Judge A. E. Enerson 
termed the assault ‘most cowardly’ 
and approved the jury’s verdict. 
Martin testified that he hit Berg in 
defense of a young woman. 

The Happy Hour was victorious in 
a suit brought by a young woman 
who asked for $3,000 damages be- 
cause of her ejection. She claimed 
that she had been partaking only 
of a soft drink and gave no cause 
for being escorted out of the place 
against her will. Testimony was in- 
troduced, however, to the effect that 
the soft drinks were spiked with 
rum and that she had been using 
profane language in a loud voice, 
offending other customers, 


AGVA LIMITING 
CHI SHOWINGS 


Chicago, March 25. 

Revision of the rules regarding 
showing nights in the two loop vaude 
spots, State-Lake and Oriental, is be- 
ing made by the local American 
Guild of Variety Artists. At pres- 
ent each house has a showing night 
each week, in accordance with au- 


thorization from AGVA rulings of 
last season. Union heads, however, 
after reconsideration of the matter, 
feel that the performers should be 
paid the minimum for these show- 
ings. 

This minimum is to put some brake 
on the actions of the houses in us- 











ing these previews strictly for box- | 


office stimulants, without any re- 
gard to the booking potential of the 
acts of these showings. 

Also up for consideration as a pos- 
sible alternative to the minimum 
salary for the one performance is a 
ruling that would limit the show- 
ings to one each fortnight, since 
AGVA feels that all the acts which 
actually need showings for such 
bookings can be accommodated in a 
preview every two weeks instead of 
every week. 


Sofferin Beats One Rap In 
Det. on Employing Minor; 
Mrs. Donald Crisp Called 


Detroit, March 25. 
Sammy Sofferin, local nitery oper- 





ator, has escaped one of the charges 
which grew out of his employment 
of a 17-year-old cigaret girl in viola- 
A jury 
before Recorder’s Judge Christopher 


tion of the State labor law. 


E. Stein here took only 10 minutes 
to acquit him of the charge when 
evidence was produced that the girl, 
Betty Ann Ludwig, before going to 
work in Sofferin’s Wonder Bar, had 
signed an application that she was 
21 when she went to work in an- 
other Detroit nitery previously, the 
London Chop House. With the 
charge removed, Sofferin still faces 
sentence for conviction on a minor 


count for an ordinance violation, i.e. 


letting a minor sell cigarets. 

The acquittal also may help him 
in getting his liquor license renewed. 
The State Liquor Commission had 
said it would deny him the permit 
because of the charges. 


Whether Sofferin gets another 
liquor license for Wonder Bar now 
hinges on the date of a baptismal 


record in Hollywood’s famed Wee 
| Kirk of the Heather Church and the 
| testimony of Mrs. Donald Crisp, the 
former Jane Murfin, scenarist and 
wife of the actor. 


Convicted of employing a minor in 
one court, acquitted in another, Sof- 
ferin’s case is a puzzler to the State 
Liquor Control Commission, which 
lis checking thoroughly into the birth 

records of Miss Ludwig. She was 
baptized at the Hollywood church 
and the Commission has asked its 
records be checked before making a 
decision. It also seeks a statement 
i|from Mrs. Crisp, who acted as the 
proxy godmother when Miss Ludwig 
was baptized. Mrs. Crisp acted as 
the proxy for the Detroit godmother 
and has written her indicating that 
j the christening was in April, 1924. 


NY. Quorum Fails to Show Up 





Gilda Gray, Nitery Op 





Buffalo, March 25. 

Suit of Harry Altman, nitery op, 
against Gilda Gray, shimmy dancer, 
was settled amicably before it came 
up in Supreme Court here yesterday 
(Monday). Under the settlement, 
the dancer agrees not to perform 
for anyone else in Erie County 
other than Altman for two years, 
unless she fulfills a previous con- 
tract in the meantime. 

Latter pact caused the trouble. 
Altman charged he hired Gilda for 
two weeks ending March 31 for $600 
for his suburban nitery, Williams- 
ville Glen. Instead, Altman’s at- 
torney said, she went to work for 
Billy Rose in New York under a one- 
year contract. Shimmy dancer pre- 
viously agreed to work a week free 
for Altman if he released her so she 
could take the Rose offer. 


DEFENSE BOOM 
NO BOON TO 
NITERIES 


Buffalo, March 25. 


Prosperity in form of the defense 
| boom has settled upon this 600,000 
pop., key industrial city, but the 
|niteries aren’t hurrahing. Checks are 
| flowing past the cash registers slower 
| since men went back to work in the 
plane and steel plants, and expected 
| landslide biz is turning into a back- 
we for nitery ops. 

Explanation seems to be that men, 
| after a hard day at a lathe or assem- 
| bly-line spot, are too tired to seek 
| the bright lights. Furniture biz and 
| banks are experiencing a slight up- 
| turn, giving rise to idea that workers 
|are salting their coin into something 
|more substantial than a splash of 
| champagne. 
| One nitery (Little Harlem) did a 
'fold under the strain and a couple 














| chiefly nabes which haven't been hit 
| so hard as downtown spots, are using 
|‘name’ talent—chiefly acts snatched 
out of local burley house. 
| Besides local ennui, collapse of 
Canadian trade is worrying niteries. 
Wealthy Canadians from as far as 
| Toronto would converge on this side 


of border on weekends, running up | 


$50-to-$100 checks in a night. 
Now the few that are allowed to 


cross the border can bring in only 
a few dollars. Ontario province 
cracks down heavily on violators | 


caught ‘smuggling out’ extra iron | 


men, 


INK SPOTS SET RECORD 
FOR N.Y. PAR REPEATS 


With the contracts they now have 
stowed away for the Paramount the- 
atre, New York, the Four Inkspots 
will set a record for repeat appear- 
ances at the house, Quartet is under 
obligation for four to five weeks at 
the Par in July and another four to 
five stanzas within six months. 
Opening dates, of course, are indefi- 
nite, 

Figuring the above as 10 weeks, 
the quartet, by January, 1942, will 
have completed 15 weeks of work at 
, the house in about 13 months. They 
played two stanzas last December, 
another three beginning Jan. 17. All 
told 
house 18 weeks. Group had a three- 
week stretch in September, 1939. 





_ Lee Morse Back in Biz 
Buffalo, March 25. 

Lee Morse, former vaudeville 

headliner, is at the Chez Ami 

(nitery), emerging from retirement 

of two years. 

|} She formerly 

jcording artist. 


was 


a prolific re- 


more may soon follow. Smaller spots, | 


they will have been at the | 


For National AGV A Nominations: 
. Charges Prepared vs. ‘Radicals’ 





| 
A quorum failed to show up at the 
membership meeting Friday (21) of 


Amicably Settle Dispute the New York local of the American 


| Guild of Variety Artists, less than 
|20 appearing to cast their nomina- 
| tions for the national board, but the 
few who did show up evidenced 
that Hoyt Haddock is still trying to 
edge his way back into the actors 
union. Haddock, in fact, was among 
those present, plus such of his ad- 
herents as Elton Rich, Charles Arno, 
Emily Marsh and Phil Irving, all of 
whom have been identified with the 
‘radical’ faction. 

Meeting was for paidup members 
in good standing, which ordinarily 
would have excluded non-actor Had- 
dock, whose membership in AGVA 
was cancelled following his dis- 
missal some weeks ago. Inasmuch 
as there was no quorum, however, 
no issue was made of Haddock’s 
presence. 

Rich, Arno, Miss Marsh and Irv- 
ing, latter the deposed former exec- 
utive secretary of the N. Y. local, 
have been doing plenty of elec- 
tioneering, with Rich, in fact, al- 
ready having gained sufficient signa- 
tures to a petition nominating him 
for a position on the national board. 
It is believed by some in AGVA 
that this faction is fighting to gain 
sufficient places on the board, plus 
cut-of-town local support, to place 
| Haddock back in the national exec- 
| utive secretary post after the elec- 
|tion, which ends April 17. 

Prepare Charges 

Although it’s unlikely the Asso- 
ciated Actors and Artistes of Amere 
ica, which is conducting AGVA's 
election, would permit Haddock’s re- 
instatement, those in AGVA oppos- 
|ing him are said to be preparing to 
file charges against the alleged radi- 
cals fostering Haddock, who origi- 
nated from the CIO movement. Any 
charges filed will be predicated on 
the resolution passed by AGVA’s na- 
| tional board last fall, which made 
dismissal mandatory for any mem- 
| ber, official or paid employee found 
to have affiliation with any subver- 





sive political movement, i.e., com- 
munism or facism. 
Nominations in N. Y. thus far for 


the national board, besides 
clude Morton 
| cent, 


Rich, in- 
Downey, Romo Vin- 
Harry Burman, Irving Berk, 
| Robert (Duke) Leonard, Willie Bry- 
}ant, Ernie Mack, Gerald Griffin, 

Dewey Barto, Ole Olsen, Billy Gla- 
son, Dave Fox, Joe Smith (& Dale), 
|Henry Dunn (Cross &) and Jimmy 
| Hollywood (Radio Rogues). 

From Boston, the nominations are 
| Raymond Pike and Danny Fitz, while 
\from Detroit are Richard Worthing- 
| ton, who replaced Professor Maji 
|there as president; Johnny Daley, 
June Wren, Elton Rousseau, Meyer 
Hyman and Dave Slim Kerns. 


Boila Unit : Unionined 


Chicago, March 25 

Unionization of the Nick Boila 
unit was made mandatory last week 
by the American Guild of Variety 
Artists here, following the slated 
| booking of the show into Eddie Weis- 
feldt’s Riverside, Milwaukee, by the 
William Morris Agency. 
| Both the Riverside and the Morris 
| office are signatured to AGVA agree- 
| ments and neither the house nor the 
agency would handle the contract 
| until Boila showed a roster of per- 
|formers 100% AGVA. 


FAWN LYNN STRONGER 
Minneapolis, March 25. 

After spending three years at Glen 
Lake sanitarium for the tubercular 
and three more at home, where she 
also was bedridden, Fawn Lynn, 
former vaudevillian, now is per- 
mitted to sit at her piano two hours 
a day to compose the music for the 
lyrics which she wrote, and still 
writes, lying in bed. 

‘Cloud in My Rainbow,’ her latest, 
j already has been sold to a publisher. 





| 
| 
| 
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Sunday Concerts Revived in N.Y; 
Holtz, Vincent Added to ‘Heat’ Cast 





- + 
! 
First Sunday night concert in New § Lak 
York since the old Winter Gar‘en aranac € 
days was inaugurated Sunday (23) By Happy Benway 
before a capacity audience at the a 
44th Street, New York, by Ed Sul- Saranac Lake, March 25. 
livan, Daily News’ columnist who) Frances Diamond (Four Dia- 
revived ‘Crazy With the Heat’ after’ monds), who went through many ops 
its original flop. On top of the anq ozoned for over seven years 
‘Heat’ cast, Sullivan added Lou Holtz, here and on Long Island), is pen- 


current at the Versailles nitery, and | 
Romo Vincent, with the columnist 
himself also on the stage as m.c. 


The Winter Garden vaudeville 
formula, however, was not followed. 
Both Holtz and Vincent were in- 
serted for strictly their own acts, 
while ‘Heat's’ production numbers 
were slightly shuffled and trimmed. 
Show, however, played better than it 
ever did before, and the crowd was 
a pushover for everything. 

Vincent, with his character songs, 
was a solid smash in the closing por- 
tion of the last half, finally having to 
beg off. On the other hand, Holtz 
was not prepared with his best in 
next-to-closing the revue’s intermis- | 
sion. His jokes were too familiar, 
but the Spanish-interpretation bit | 
with Diosa Costello and Sullivan af- 
forded him a fair bowoff. At the | 
Club Versailles, Holtz does this same | 
routine with his regular foil Dique | 
Del Rio. 

The idea of the added names, 
though, was evidently clicko with the | 
patrons and the policy shows prom- 
ise if Sullivan can get sufficient | 
names to carry through for a succes- | 
sion cf Sundays. If he’s going to 
draw repeats, however, the column- | 
ist might inject some fresh material | 
by ‘Heat's’ toppers, notably Willie 
Howard and Luella Gear, both of 
whom should have a store of comedy 
routines to carry them for many 
concerts. As it was, Howard was a 
smash at this catching. 

Besides the Sunday concert idea, 
there’s another vaude flavor around 
the 44th Street vis Ed (Bishop) 


Lenihan, who is aci ig as Sullivan’s 


rep with the show. Lenihan was one 
of the top-ranking managers with 


Keith-Albee and the subsequent 
RKO. 
Another sign of the old Winter 


Garden Sunday nights, which ggt a 
heavy play from the Broadway mob 
and showfolks, was the number of 
celebs at the 44th Street for Sul- 
livan's inauguration. From the stage, 
the columnist introed for bows Joan 
Blondell and Dick Powell, Loretta 
‘Young, Burns and Allen, and the 
freshly divorced Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy 
Walker (Betty Compton), Scho. 





Unit Review 





GAY NEW ORLEANS 


(ORIENTAL, CHICAGO) 
Chicago, March 22. 
Gypsy Rose Lee, Willie, West & 
McGinty, A. Robins, Rola Rola & 
Co. (2), Ruth Dennen, Joe Frederick 
and Four Grand, Chorus (24): 
‘Blackout’ (20th). 


This is show transplanted from the 
Michael Todd northside nite spot 
where it has been plugged consider- 
ably for the past three months. Con- 
verted into a vaude unit, it comes up 
as bang-up variety entertainment 
and a cinch for real boxoffice powe! 
Here it is smacking out a new high 
coin mark and indicates similiar b.o 
strength elsewhere. 
of volume in wardrobe and people, 
and on entertainment must make 
good on basis of the several 
standard acts which are surefire any- 
where. 

A. Robins has been standard for a 
long time and with his prop musical 
tricks was hot for this audience. He 
fis an outstanding novelty and can 
play any place for solid results. 
Same goes for Willie, West and 
McGinty with their comedy house- 
builders turn. This has rolled up a 


the 


few million laughs in its years on 
variety stages and it continues to 
sledge-hammer howls. 

Rola Rola is from circuses and 
scored with his balancing on a 
roller, This is novelty acrobatic 


work and as such gives considerable 
brightness to the show, 
Topping the show on billing 


is 


Gypsy Rose Lee who has been 24- | 


sheeted all over the burg while at | 


the cafe. She rates as the best and | 


smartest of all strippers. She went 
over well. 
Ruth Dennen, Joe Frederick and | 
the Four Grand are all vocalists who 
fill in here and there to round out | 
the unit Loop. 


Ave 


There is plenty | 


ciled in for home and daughter. 

Al Brandt, of the Brandt theatre 
circuit, is doing a nifty comeback at 
the Northwood san. 

Dr. Francis Trudeau says that 
Grace Moore is skedded for her last 
concert of the season here May 10, | 
the prima donna will give the pro- | 
ceeds to the Saranac Lake Study and 
Craft Guild and at the same time be 
able to bedside her husband, Val- 


entin Parera. 
Bob LeBeau, who houses and 
camps many of the theatre, is 


skedded for a federal job. 

Frank Carter, musician, who floored 
the flu, was shot into the general | 
hospital to lose his appendix. 

Jack O'Shea, musician, former Ac- 
tors Colony inmate, is now ending | 
a siege of ozoning at Port Henry, 


| 
iN. Y. 


Peter H. Kruger, welfare director | 
for Elks’ No. 1 lodge of New York, | 
and a former theatre connection, | 
0.0.ing the gang at the Wiil Rogers. | 

The Eugene Platzmanns, who 
ozoned here for a long time, are now | 
resting at Jackson Heights, N. Y. C. | 

Ben Schultz, former manager with | 
Randforce in Brooklyn, 4s a new ar- | 
rival at the Will Rogers. 

Bede Fiddler, who was 0.0.’ed for 
this, that and the other thing, got | 
the thrill of her life when the med- 
ico said that she was on the go-home 
list. 
| Dick Emperor, musician and lately 
connected with the Hotel Saranac 
orch, underwent an operation. 

Lois Jones, nitery nightingale who 
ozoned here for over a year, left for 
|; Cleveland to resume work. 

Local minstrel show given by the | 
Lions Club, and the Ice Carnival 
given by the St. Bernard Church, 
packed them in. 

Frank Dee, dancer and m. c., just 
ended a four-year siege of ozoning 
in Denver. He is a former Actors 
Colony ozoner, 

Arthur Alvarez, who ozoned here 
for so many years, now connected 
with local station WNBZ. 

Thanks again to James (Worcester 
Gazette) Lee for the timely reading 
matter sent to this Colony; ditto to 
Judge C.-J. Carey, of Malone, N. Y. 

John Hawkins has 
Hartford after one year here. 

Ann Vincent leaves for Chicago to 
resume work with Metro. She did 
the comeback trick in 13 months. 

Paul Sorkins added to list of 
downtown shoppers for the bed pa- 
| tients. 
Dr. Henry Leetch, former N.V.A. 
medico, elected a village trustee. 
| Lillian Mansfield, former Ziegfeld 
girl who left here for the big-town | 
a year ago, back for an 0.0. and gen- 
eral checkup. Medico says she is 
okay. 

Write to those who are ill. 


e 


the + 





New Acts in Theatres 





JOEY RARDIN 
Imitations 

7 Mins, 

State, N. Y. 


A No. 2 turn that is only mildly 
}impressive. Specializing in imita- 
tlons, including an impression of 


Jimmy Cagney in a scene from one 
of his pictures, Joey Rardin has been 
around for a time but has not to d; 
been nabbed for Variety’s New Act 
files. When caught on this engage- 
; ment, he fared only moderately. 
Rardin does a simulated im- 
pression of Tommy Dorsey on the 
| trombone, and follows that up with a 
trumpet imitation of Scotch bagpipes. 


ite 


| His sequence as Cagney, playing | 
;‘Angels With Dirty Faces,’ lacks 


punch although otherwise novel. A | 
copy of auto horns, via trumpet, is 
also included in his turn. Char. 





THREE SPARKS 

| Dancing 

|6 Mins. 

| City, N. Y. | 
Three lads are apparently a recent 

combine, either coming from other | 

similar turns or chorus boy desert- | 

ers. They tap moderately well, but | 

need better routines. Make a fair | 

appearance. 

_ Act is done in one. It'll need pol- 

ishing for first-rate vaude or niteries 

Hobe. 


| through 
|}enough to impress as a 


| from 


gone home to | 


‘ICE FOLLIES, $105,000, 
SETS RECORD IN MPLS. 


Minneapolis, March 25. 
‘Ice Follies’ was a complete sellout 


at every performance during its two 


at the 5,000-seat 
here, with thousands turned away. 


weeks’ run Arena 


Takings for the 14 nights and four 
matinees were estimated at approxi- 


mately $105,000, setting a new local 
record. 


New Acts In Cafes 


FRANCES MERCER 
Songs 
& Mins. 
Coq Rouge, New York 

Frances Mercer, daughter of sports- 
writer Sid Mercer, has been in legit 
and appeared in pictures. She’s a 

















Night Club Reviews 





Diamond Horseshoe, N.Y. 


Billy Rose presents 
Screen’ 1906-1941, produced by John 
Murray Anderson; costumes 


{John Murray Anderson has done an 


excellent job; ditto Raoul Pene 


'duBois on the decor, Marjery Field- 


‘The Silver) 


and | 


| scenery, Raoul Pene DuBois; dances, | 


Marjery Fielding; music, 
Suesse; lyrics, Billy Rose; twice 
nightly $1-$2.50 minimum; featuring 
Carlyle Blackwell, Mae Murray, 
Georges Fontana, Joe E. Howard, 


| Lila Lee, Gilda Gray, Charles King, 


| Nita Naldi, 
| Lind, Ross 


Della 
June 


Doc 
Wyse, 


Rockwell, 
Jr. with 


, Mann, Ace Newell, Mangean Sisters 


| Quentmeyer, George Holmes, Walter | 
| Nagle, Ruth Joseph, Frances Smith, | 


smart-chassised, personality brunet | 


who, what’s more, sustains her per- 
sonal pulchritude with competent 
song style. 

She has a fetching soprano which 
she projects effectively with a well- 
chosen potpourri which—thanks be— 
doesn’t recourse to ‘Last Time I Saw 
Paris,’ ‘Berkeley Square’ or the yes- 
teryear surefire Coleporters, as seems 
to be a too recurrent vogue with the 
‘society’ singers; 
judicious showmanship probably lies 
in the fact Miss Mercer is no fugitive 
from a Blue Book trying to eke a 
genteel carecr—she’s a pro from the 


gong. 


‘Somebody Loves Me,” ‘My 
Flame,’ ‘Havana for a Night’ (‘Trop- 
ical’) and ‘This Is New’ make for a 
strong blend. She registered here, 


and is slated to shift into La Mar- | 


|minute floor show. 


The answer to this | 


(4), Edward Reardon, William 


Dorritt Merrill, Dorothy Pinto, Anita 
Arden, Mary Dowell, Kathryn Case, 
Marjorie Noble, Renee Cetal, Mitzi 


Haynes, Puddy Smith, Betty Boyce,! 
Cheneval, | 


Mildred and _ Virginia ) 
Lynne Arlen, Grace Lynn; 10 ponies, 
six showgirls. , 


es 


Billy Rose has done it again, The 


Dana | 








hard-cash impresario of soft senti- | 


mentality has blended together a 


string of once-greats, projected them | 


against a cinematic cavalcade back- 
ground, and turned out a socko 65- 
It boxoffice is 
attested to by a $29,000 gross take on 
its first seven days, two shows night- 


ing on the dances, plus the rest of it. 
And the girls are the prettiest col- 
lection in town. Withal, Rose's 
$1,000,000 a year grosser in the sub- 
cellar of the Paramount hotel should 
maintain a good batting average. 
Abel. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 





Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Bob Carter, 
Charlotte Lamberton, 3 Calvins, 
Kretlow Dancers (6); 50c cover. 





Hoofing is a fine art, and more 
often than not an attractive one, but 
too much is too much. Current 
show at Tony Conforti’s downstairs 
spot is, except for a couple of songs 
by Bob Carter, m.c., exclusively 
legmania, and that’s carrying a good 
thing a little too far. Not that acts 
themselves aren't okay, and not that 
they don’t do all right for them- 
selves, but main point is that all of 
‘em would shape up and do twice as 


! 
| well with some variety in the layout. 


| 


ly, a record first week here, although | 


it 


| dinner. 


Old | 


tinique, N. Y., after this engagement, | 


when Eleanor French succee’” "her. 
Abel, 

BERNICE PARKS 

Songs 

10 Mins. 


Copacabana, N. Y. 


Brunet songstress has been around, 
in vaudeville and revue, on the air, 
with Russ Mcrgan’s band and solo, 
but this 


is Bernice Parks’ best im- 
pression and the first really im- 
|portant spotting in a nitery. As 


such, she takes fullest advantage of 
the opportunity accorded and comes 
in a manner. important 
new face 
among nitery’ songstresses. 


Of fine build and smartly ac- 


| coutred—two salient assets for close- 


; floor. 


‘The Silver Screen 1906-1941’ 
more pretentious in its portent than 
in actuality. What's really unfolded 
is a four-part nitery revue, episodi- 
cally borrowing from certain calen- 
dar dates to coincide with the fol- 


includes a $10-per-head-‘dealers’ | 


is } 


de-rol that transpires on the dance | 


But with the name cast pres- 


ence of Carlyle Blackwell, Mae Mur- 


| Swanson, 


up work in cafes—she bolsters her | 


external values with judicious selec- 
tion of songs that run «the gamut 
‘Babalu’ to ‘Sugar Hill,’ a 
Harlem torcher, with a mean trum- 
pet accomp, hence into ‘Chi-Chi- 
Castenengo’ (out of ‘Meet the Peo- 
ple’) and finaleing with a French 
ballad. [She was in ‘People’ until it 
hit Chicago, when she left the Coast 
revue. ] 

Personality songstresses are few 
and far between, hence the unusual 
effectiveness of Miss Parks. She 
should do well on the nitery cir- 
cuits and ultimately segue back into 
legit and variety bookings. 

Abel. 


JUAN ARVIZU 
Songs 

9 MINS. 
Copacabana Club, 


Juan Arvizu, from Central 
America, owes his four-week book- 
ing commitment here to William S. 
Paley, the CBS prez just back from 
a South American tour. If Paley 
thought Arvizu was ‘the Bing Crosby 
of Latin America’ that was good 
enough for Monte Proser, who oper- 
ates the Copacabana, Proser 
Similar experience with Carmen 
Amaya, now one of New York's cafe 
outstanders, who was touted as ‘the 
world’s greatest flamenco dancer’ by 
Sol Hurok and Abe Lastfogel, and 
havi little to lose anyway, since 
the Beachcomber (his other N. Y 
nitery) was doing poorly, he booked 


ng Ss 


her in—and it’s now one of the 
town’s big hits. 

So who is Proser to argue with 
Paley? Nor is Paley wrong, except- 


ing that a sympathetic tenor, in the 
abstract, over the radio or via disks, 
is one thing; on a cafe floor, where 
personality values eclipse even basic 
talent, it’s something else again. 

_.Thus, Juan Arvizu, ‘the singing 
idol of all Latin America’ as CBS 
will herald him on his good-neighbor 
buildup in the U. S., emerges disap- 


| pointingly in the flesh. And it’s only | 


because of a negative front. 

He’s maturer than his voice, for 
one thing. He hasn’t the dash and 
allure popularly associated with male 
Latins, for another thing. 

His voice is fine. His intro is a 
buildup, hence the contrast is the 


more shocking when he comes on | 


following a microphonic transmis- 
sion of a romantic ballad. He essays 
a Mexican-style cowboy getup, in- 
cluding a gay shawl which he holds 
over his arm, and then follows a 
succession of Latin tunes which, on 
vocal values, click. But in closeup, 
for cafe work, his personality doesn’t 
par his voice Abel. 


had a! 


ray, Nita Naldi, Lila Lee, 
King, et al., it assumes an 
able authenticity. 


undeni- 


As it is, Kretlow Girls, half dozen 
lookers, start it out with some tap 
work, Charlotte Lamberton keeps it 
going, then Kretlows come back 
again for another number, 3 Calvins 
follow them with more of same and 
Miss Lamberton returns to ditto. 
About midway, Carter gives out 
with three classy ballads and doubt- 
ful if he’s ever gone better, for sim- 
ple reason that surfeit of terp makes 
it a pushover for him, 


On their own score-sheet,  in- 
| dividual turns have near _ perfect 
mark. It’s only when they’re looked 


lat as a complete show that the re- 


Charles | 


The Birth of, Glamour is the intro, | 


and the ponies thus become Mack 
Sennett bathing beauts, and the male 


| 


quartet are dubbed Keystone Kops. | 


The Birth of Sex introduces Nita 
Naldi, but Ross Wyse, Jr., with June 
Mann go through their acro-dance 
nonsense and knockabout for the real 
sock entertainment. 

The Birth of Beauty is keynoted 
by a Dana Suesse-Billy Rose tune, 
‘Glamour Girl,’ wherein Gloria 
Mary Pickford, Marion 
Davies, Norma Shearer, Joan Craw- 
ford and Greta Garbo are paraded 
by the six tall showgirls, behind 
masks, borrowed from Andre Char- 


|} stunner who 


| announcement 


sults pale. Miss Lamberton, a deaf 
mute, is a red-headed beauty and 
doubtful if anybody would know of 
her affliction if it weren't for Carter’s 
to that effect at the 
close. Looks something like Arleen 
Whelan, screen actress, and is a 
has grace, charm and 
of nph. She's also a first- 


lots or 


|class terper in all departments, high 


| kick, 


lot, It’s in this portion that the per- | 


sonable Della Lind, 
prima and a champ looker, sopranos 
the pioneer theme _ songs, ‘Char- 
maine,’ ‘Pagan Love Song,’ ‘Ramona,’ 
‘Falling in Love Again,’ ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ and Dr. Rockwell tops it off 
with his nonsense monolog, plus the 
business where he shears the gown of 
his prim prima straight-woman., 
It’s here, that Charlie King, with 
the pioneering 1929. ‘Broadway 
Melody’ filmusical hits, ‘Wedding of 


the Painted Dolls’ and ‘Singing in 
the Rain,’ ties it up cold. King, 
understudy until recently to James 
Dunn in ‘Panama Hattie,’ is the 
perennial juvenile, looking young 


and trim in his tails and topper, and 
seemingly ageless for all his veteran- 
ship in the theatre. 

‘inale (No. 4) subdivision, cap- 
tioned Birthday, is a switch on Rose’s 
past-successful finales, be it called 
New Year’s Eve in Rector’s or a 


ex-Viennese | 


Gala at the Midnight Frolic, wherein | 


m.c. Carlyle Blackwell (in a pseudo- 
Cocoanut Grove setting) hands out 


Oscars to yesteryear greats following | 


their specialties. 


ties it 


Thus, Gilda Gray 
it up with her “Kalua’ shimmy. 
She’s one of the few holdovers from 
the previous show, as is Joe E. How- 


ard. Latter is another show-stopper 
wfth his ‘Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now’ and other song hits: and Mae 


Murray, partnered with Georges 
(Moss and) Fontana, make their ro- 
mantic ‘Merry Widow’ waltz still an- 
other boff interlude, 

This fourth portion is the meat of 
the Rose divertissement. The rest is 


a progressive buildup, just so much 


hors d’ouvres 


) for the main course. 
Lila Lee 


Cuddles’), still looking 


| charming, does her bit, while Black- 


| Slinky-looking 


well is decorative, suave and impres- 
Sive as ‘host’ or emcee. His voice is 


| too soft and his mien too polite to 


qualify, technically, as a regisseur 
but, for the purpose thereof, he 


| lends a distinguished tone to the_en- 


tire proceedings. Same goes for the 

Nita Naldi to per- 

sonify the yesteryear ‘vampire.’ 
Noble Sissle, like Joe E. Howard, 


|; Seemingly goes with the lease. The 
‘colored maestro plays the show ex- 





cellently and whams out a bouncy 
set of hoof-music which, if it weren’t 
so blatant, would be better appre- 
ciated. The management blames it 
on the unbalanced sound system but 
unless it’s corrected that’s likely to 


shoe’s music is a terrific trailer for 
a bromo. 


On staging and production values, 


tap, acrobatic and soft shoe. 
Calvins, two ‘»oys and a gal, are 
really Samuels Brothers and Vivian, 
but have only lately changed their 
name to avoid conflict with another 
turn bearing same label. Femme is 
an acrobatic whiz and partners are 
tap experts who go in fer military 


precision stuff, which has’ been 
trademark of Samuels in vaude 
houses for decade now. They're a 


classy trio and plenty showy. 
Kretlow line is probably best- 
looking chorus Conforti has ever had 
and they’re a personable lot who 
don’t act as if they're -doing the 
ringsiders a favor just by being out 


there Three routines are nicely 
executed, gals are attractively cos- 
tumed and for their finale, they 


and do an adlib barn dance that’s a 
howl. Anything like this in a nitery 
is always a good novelty and Krat- 
lows know how get the maxi- 
mum results. Marsico’s band round- 
ing out a two-year stretch here and 
so much a part of the place by now 
they probably go with the lease. 
Orch knows both shows and dan- 
sapation and equally in favor with 
Conforti’s regulars and performers, 
Cohen. 


to 


An An ee ne ne tne 


N. Y. Nitery Foilow-Up 


FEFFFFFFFFFFFEF+EFSOO+ OOH 


Lou Holtz hasn’t been at the Ver- 
sailles, N. Y., since 1935. He’s in 


|for a fortnight with Diane Del Rio, 


from his former vaudeville unit, as 
foil while he quizzes her in non- 
sensical Spanish double-talk on her 
impressions of U. S. modes, manners 


and customs. It has its moments, as 
has Senorita Del Rio, a thoroughly 
Americanized Latin from Manhat- 


tan, whose dance specialty registers 
as well as does her photogenic front 
and generous expanse of gam. 
Holtz averages up to a fair total. 
He’s hit-and-miss. His stories, being 
dialectic, sometimes prove hazardous 
in that their appeal may not register 


| well one night, yet prove socko an- 


| other. 
la comp 


| 


| 


And when you're playing to 
arative handful of customers, 
as against the large-capacity vaud- 
filmers where he’s more active, it’s 
a nightly hurdle. The comic tops off 
with saucy parodies and doggerels 
to ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’ and ‘Lost 


|It at the Astor.’ 


| 
} 


f 
| dow, 


Hildegarde, sartorially resplendent 
in a Grecian-cut decolette which, as 
she ad libs, makes her ‘feel like a 
ugitive from a Bonwit Teller’ win- 
is packing them in at the 
Savoy-Plaza hotel (N. Y.) Cafe 
Lounge again. But then, that’s no 
longer unusual, for this marks her 
steenth return, al] to socko biz. The 


_become a liability. As is, the Horse- | room, of late, had become a home- 


base for Hildegarde and Dwight 
Fiske, as the top grossers, until the 


(Continued on page 47) 
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Al Allen, Charged With Chiseling Acts 
And Agents, Fired by Eddie Sherman 


ceae ee ckbaeks in. voce | DOjangles to Get Royal 
Welcome in Atlanta 








years resulted Saturday (22) in the 
dismissal of Al Allen by Eddie Sher- 
man, leading indie vaude booker. 
Initial charge was that Allen clipped 
an act of $35 playing one of Sher- 
man’s houses at $150. This was said 
to have been discovered by Sam H. 
Steifel, co-operator with Sherman|City Aud that night. Negro com- 
of Fay’s, Philadelphia, in a casual; ™unity leaders have planned a 


. | Street parade and motorcade to meet 
rersation with the porformers at 
conversation P § 8 famed dancer when he comes to 
his theatre. 


town from Macon, where he makes 
Allen first claimed that the $35/an appearance tomorrow night 
was repayment of a loan, but this 


, (Wednesday). 
was disbelieved. After he left, pre- A s oe - 
sumably for Canada to enlist in the This will be Robinson's first trip 
. |to Georgia and Atlanta, and a spe- 
army there, Sherman extended his |. : ‘ 
probe and claimed Allen had been cial section for white patrons is be- 
clipping over a period of years. Be- | ‘78 reserved at orn Appearing - 
sides getting kickbacks from acts for |S@M€ Program w ith Bojangles will 
vaude bookings, Allen was also al- | be Deep River Boys, NBC quintet. 
leged to have cut in on certain | Boxes and special] section are scaled 
agents’ commissions, When he left, | 8t $1.65, with 2,000 seats available 
Allen claimed he was broke and, & 85c. 
Sherman loaned him $50 to get out 
of town. Later, however, the booker 


Atlanta, March 25. 
Bill Robinson is going to get a 
royal welcome from Atlanta’s colored 
citizenry Thursday (27) when he 
comes here for a dance concert at 

















Boston, March 25, 


Tom Maren, manager of Monte 
Proser’s ‘Beachcomber’ club here, | 
was sentenced to six months in the 
House of Correction yesterday 
(Monday) for allegedly conspiring 
to fix a juror in the recent Lyons- 
Mannos bribery case. Judge Harold | 
P. Williams found Maren and Costa 
Poliska guilty of contempt in Mid- 


ees Cimiite <nal @KENT BOOKS MARDEN’S 
RIVIERA VICE MORRIS 


Bill Kent will book’ Ben Marden’s 
| Riviera, on the New Jersey side of 


discovered that his former assistant | e 
for five years had at least one fat | 
bank account. This was at the| 
Federal Savings Bank under a nom- APPEAL ON 
Sherman's office as general manager, G SUIT 
bringing over those theatres he has 
been booking for Morris. 

Appellate Division Friday (21) re- 
versed the ruling against the Brandts, 
which means the case will have to go 


de-plume, 

With Allen out, Mickey Aldrich 
sticks with Sherman instead of mov- 
ing over to the William Morris office 

aise The Brandts, New York theatre 

| operators, last week won their appeal 

B BEACHCOMBER MGR | against the New York supreme court 

HU e, decision of last fall awarding Nils T. 

| Granlund (N.T.G.) $10,000 for alleged 

GETS SIX MOS. IN JAIL cancelled dates for his unit at the 

back to supreme court for retrial. 

| The Brandts contended that no con- 

tracts had ever been issued for the 

dates, plus failure of N.T.G. to live 


as a vaude agent at the same time, 
April 1, as Lawrence Golde shifts to 

Flatbush, Brooklyn; Windsor, Bronx 

and Carlton, Jamaica. 

up to the terms of a proposed agree- 
ment. 





Bedford, Mass., allegedly approached | 
a juror in his town at the sugges- | 
tion of Maren. Admitting that he| 
was friendly with both Mayor John | 
F. Lyons, of Cambridge, and Paul 
Mannos, of Brookline, Maren denied 
that he suggested that Polisaka ap- 
proach the juror in the case. Poli- 
saka was sentenced to three months. 


coming season. It was formerly a 
William Morris exclusive. Reason 
for the switch hasn't been publicly 


Lyons and Mannos were found! revealed. 
guilty last week of accepting bribes Marden closed his Colonial Inn, 
P . >} ‘ + ] f 
in connection with municipal con-| near Miami Beach, a couple of 


weeks ago after a heavily red initial 
season for the huge amusement de- 
velopment. He transplanted his last 


racts, 


Gonzalo (& Cristina) In 
U.S. After Miami Delay 


Gonzalo (and Cristina) was de- 
layed in Miami by U. S. immigration 


Richman-Joe E. Lewis, to the Flor- 
ida spot, but the b.o., due to a com- 
bination of circumstances, including 
a long stretch of bad weather, was 
n.g. Some reports have placed the 
loss as high as $200,000. 


Max Halperin. Result is a substan- 
tial increase in the number of acts 





the George Washington Bridge, this | 


Riviera show, Sophie Tucker-Harry | 


atre Authority and the TA rep here, | 











authorities when he landed from Ha- 
vana last Monday (17), but released | 
the following Thursday after it was | 
checked that he was eligible for final ° °* e 
U. S. citizenship papers. The dancer, | Chi TA Eliminates 
born in Spain, has his first papers et z 
and also had been granted a re-entry C | b N h 
permit pending the final documenta- e € rity Ig ts 
tion, but some mysterious reasons for oe 
delaying him occurred upon his re- | Chicago, March 25. 
— ~~ 4 betel by boat, with | Celebrity nights in theatres and 
ot ere cafes, once the bane of the per- 

Some notoriety in the Cuban pa-| formers’ existence in Chicago, have 
en involving his wife, Cristina, Van | peen finally and completly elimin- 
Mungo, the ballplayer, who wasS| ated. This has been accomplished 
training with the Dodgers in Havana, | through the supervision of the The- 
and himself gave rise to rumors of a | 
marital mixup. Gonzalo and Cristina 
had been dancing all winter at the 
Hotel Nacional there, where also was actually working in these niteries 
headquartered the Brooklyn team. which formerly utilized the free 
As result of breaking training, Mun- | ‘celebrity’ shows for entertainment. 
g0 was shipped to the Dodgers’ farm-| TA has also held down the pres- 
ing club in Montreal. sure of those trying to get free 

Meantime, Kar] S. Lowenthal is | shows for the various Army canton- 
representing Gonzalo’s legal inter- | ments, where the soldiers were be- 
ests. Dance team, it is said, will con- | ing charged admission and yet the 
tinue professionally. acts were requested to appear gratis 
b 

THE ORIGINAL RADIO RUBE Yi 
Now Playing STRAND, New York 
Direction: MCA 











AGVA’s Raise Rider 





All theatres signatured to a 
contract with the American 
Guild of Variety Artists for a 
term of one year or longer have 
been sent a rider clause which 
Stipulates a @roportionate wage 
increase for AGVA minimum in 
event the national cost of living 
Shall increase 10 points within 
that time. 











‘New Roadhouse Setup 
May Continue to Op. 





Ben Rubin, Joseph E. Epstein, 
_Harry Bloomfield and associates at 
Absinthe House, new West 52d 
_ street nitery (N. Y¥.), which is an 
| extension of the Gay New Orleans 
| Village at the N. Y. World's Fair, in 
| buying the fixtures of Ben Riley’s 
| Arrowhead Inn in the Riverdale sec- 
tor of N. Y., may aiso continue to 
operate it. This famed roadhouse, 
| long-established, was forced into 
| liquidation by what might be called 
a post-repeal trend which veered 
from the dignified roadhouse cater- 
ing long linked with ‘Uncle Ben’ 
Riley, who eschewed name bands 
and the like. 


The 40 acres surrounding Arrow- 
head and the inn represented over 
$1,000.000. The fixtures went for un- 
der $7,000, and the real estate, sub- 
ject to a $385,000 mortgage, includ- 
ing taxes and interest, went for 
$1,000. 


The new management has ideas of 





Ben Riley’s Arrowhead 








US. Acts Chary of S.A. Bookings 


Due to Possible Passage Difficulties 





‘Cass, Owen and Topsy | 


Again Hit By Illness 


Cass, Owen and Topsy just can’t 





seem to make connections with book- 


ings at Loew’s State theatre, N. Y. 
Act has been knocked out of dates at 
the house twice running by illness of 
one or the other. Trio was sched- 
uled to open last Thursday (20), but 
were forced to cancel at the last min- 
ute by influenza attack on Topsy 
Sidney Piermont rushed in Frank 
and Jean Hubert to fill. 

Last time the act played the State 
it lasted two shows, being forced to 
bow out by Lou Cass’ grippe. That 
was week of Jan. 23. As it looks 


;now the trio won't get another shot 


|at the house for some time. 





| 


| it—but burley booms in Philly in the 


a possible ‘atmospheric’ roadhouse, | 


| realizing that lack of showmanship 
was the undoing of the Riley man- 
| agement, in the face of the lavish 
shows that Ben Marden, for ex- 
ample, put on at his Riviera, just 
across the George Washington 
bridge. 

| When Riley filed his petition last 
| Dec. 16 he listed assets as $283,142 
against $837,332 in liabilities. 














Nitery Follow-Up | 


an Continued from page 46 











latter deserted the hostelry and went 
| into Felix Ferry’s Monte Carlo for 
la spell, where he is currently. 
Hildegarde’s canny showmanship 
and personalitv-projection asserts 
itself vividly with her present reper- 
| toire, Her conception of song vatues 
lis now the heritage of a seasoned 
|trouper. Having clicked so big with 
| her Decca-disking of 
| Saw Paris,’ she unearthed a 12-year- 
old, ‘Then You Will 





| country. 


|mand_ for 
‘Last Time I} 


Remember 


Vienna’ (Oscar Hammerstein II-Sig- | 


;mund Romberg) out of an ill-fated 
Shubert ‘nights’ revue—then tagged 
‘Vienna Nights.’ By giving a 


few tenses in the lyrics a 1941 post- 
anschluss switch hecomes so much 
of a topical boff tune that Harms 
ishould reissue it with the revised 
| thought—and probably have another 
nostalgic hit akin to ‘Paris.’ 
Hildegarde’s alternation at the 
| piano and Solovox with her accom- 
panist, Leo Kahn, in dual-keyboard 
effects, plus maestro Bob Grant's 
| skillful assist on some of the more 
al fresco numbers, sum up into an 
excellent total. Incidentally, that 
| Bonwit Teller crack is literal, as the 
Fifth avenue specialty shop has the 
chanteuse in life-size effigy on dis- 
|play featuring new spring modes, 
| and tied in with the Savoy-Plaza en- 
gagement. 


Monte Proser’s Copacabana con- 
| tinues to click with its Latin-Ameri- 
can type of entertainment. This 


despite an apparent m 
Arvizu (New Acts), heralded by 
Nilliam S. Paley, CBS president, as 
‘the Bing Crosby of South America.’ 
Also new are Estelle and LeRoy, re- 
cently returned from Brazil, with 
their excellent ballroomology. This 
personable pair now rate with the 
best, mixing up their waltz, tango 
and fast congarhumba finale (‘Per- 
| fidia’ and ‘Blen Blen Blen’) to sock 
results. Bernice Parks (New Acts) 
is a holdover with her songalog; as 
lare Juanita Juarez-Fernando Alva- 
rez with their number-leading of the 
six beauts, culled from the current 
| Broadway musicals. They're among 


' 
| 


BURLEY SPURTS 


ss-out in Juan | 


the town’s prize lookers and, under | 


judicious staging in the Brazilian 
samba ro 
effectively. 
band and Frank Marti’s 
alternate from the podium. 
so good now that there are shows at 
8, 12 and 2, the dinner session being 
an added starter. Jack Entratter 


utines, they show up very | 
Nat Brandwynne’s No. 1} 
rumbaists | 


Biz is | 


and maitre Charlie Brown continue | 


to operate things 
Senor Proser, and the minimum is 
now $2 and $3, latter on Saturdays— 
and try and get in without reserva- 
+; Abel 


ions 


efficiently for | 


It sails 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for a stand at 
Casino de Urea, Rio de Janeiro. 





WITH DEFENSE 
SPENDING 


Philadelphia, March 25. 
Mebbe Freud has the answer for | 





same proportion as the martial 
spirit. The same upturn in the strip 
biz has been noted elsewhere in the 





South American bookings for U. §, 
acts assume an intangible uncertain- 
ty of late. What with the all-out. 
aid-for-Britain keynote of America, 
‘certain artistes are not too anxious 
| to make the water route to Rio de 
| Janeiro, Buenos Aires or any of the 
other Latin key cities. 





For one thing 
water travel is a hazard, even now, 
and many are just as frank in cone 
jecturing on the possibility of U. 8. 
/embroilment in the war, 


| 


| One of these is Hildegarde, cur- 
rently the attraction at the Savoy. 
| Plaza hotel's Cafe Lounge, N.Y 
a $1,750 bid 

fares) to the 


’ 
| Who has (plus 


, three 


| Casino, Rio, and isn’t anxious ebout 
|a probably increased offer to $2,000 
a week. For another thing, Hilde- 
| garde has a Metro screen test on the 
Schenck, 
scout for the 


nixed 


Copacabana 


fire from Marvin 


talent 


eastern 

which 
more or less automatically kills the 
idea of a June sailing for Rio. 

The thought applies to other U. S. 
acts, not alone Hildegarde, in being 
coo! to the idea of possible commit- 
ments this summer (it’s the winter 
season down under) when passage 
bookings back home might become 
quite difficult. 


PHILLY MEMBERS OF 
AGVA EXEC BOARD 


Philadelphia, March 25. 


studio, 








The Troc was the only spot in 
town featuring burley up to three 
months ago. Last fall, when the de- 
fense boom began, a definite ugturn 
in patronage was felt at this house. | 
The same went for Fay’s, which fea- 
tures strippers in its vaude shows. 
This house also shows pix. 

Last December Stanley Carroll, 
who had been struggling along with | 
a Negro night spot, changed to a 
burley-type policy and biz picked 
up. Several other clubs followed 
suit and they too reported bullish 
biz. 

Last week Rube Bernstein opened 
the long-shuttered Shubert, one time 
legiter, for burley. It also is regis- | 
tering a click, although burley 
flopped at this same house several 
years ago. Now there’s a great de- 
strippers and baggy- 
trousered, red-nosed comics for 
night spots all over town. 

A group of showmen are reported 
seeking a theatre in the northwest 
section of Philly near the Cramp’: 
Shipyards and Frankford Arsenal to 
convert it into a burlesque house 
Izzy Hirst, operator of the Troc, may 
use the Walnut, which he recently | 
leased, as an added spoke to his brtr- 
ley wheel The Walnut has been 
sublet to Oscar Serlin and is cur- 
rently showing ‘Life With Father.’ 


| 


' 


Five members of the Philly local 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists were nominated at a meeting 
Thursday (20) as delegates to the 
national executive board. They were 
Danny Montgomery, Robert Mack, 
Joe Campo, Betsy Bain and Virginia 
Lee, 

Each nominee circulated a petition 
among the membership. As soon as 
25 signatures were obtained the pe- 
tition was sent to the national office 
in New York. Balloting will be held 
by mail. 

At the same time that AGVA was 
holding its nomination meeting, Tom 
Kelly, secretary of the United En- 
tertainers Association, rival indie 
union, held a meeting of his board of 
directors to plan strategy for action 
to build up the organization. ‘With 
AGVA falling apart in Philly there 
is a need for a strong organization 
to protect performers,’ Kelly said 

A notice in office of Philly bookers 
reads: 

‘Acts who book Independently 
Why apply here.’ 

It’s signed by the Entertainment 
Managers Association and is aimed 
at performers who seek to chisel 
agents of their ten percent fee by 
booking themselves, 


neea no manager, 
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uity Declines to Intervene on Claim 
British Charity Angle Is ‘Unfair’ 








Unusual forerunner to the rural 
stock season cropped up when Cheryl 
Crawford and John Wildberg, who 
operated Fabian’s in Maplewood, 


N. J., last summer for the first time, 
sought to limit the activities of the 
Paper Mill Playhouse at Milburn, 
about six miles distant. Latter is re- 
garded as one of the finest theatres 
on the summer stock list and has 
been operating for the past 12 years. 

Equity’s council declined to inter- 
vene, although there was consider- 
able pro and con discussion over the 
contention of Miss Crawford and 
Wildberg that Paper Mill’s plans this 
season did not constitute fair compe- 
tition. Paper Mill is to present a 
number of guest stars who have 
agreed to turn over their salaries to 
the British War Relief Fund, and it 
was claimed attendance at Maple- 
wood might be affected, 


Both Are Class A 


Both spots are class A houses un- 
der Equity stock rules, which pro- 
hibit class B stocks from playing 
within 40 miles of class A. Reason is 
to prevent competition, B outfits be- 
ing able to operate for less money, 
since salaries often included board 
and lodging. There is no bar against 
A companies playing against each 
other in the same communities, mini- 
mum pay being $40 weekly and $25 
for juniors. 

In considering the complaint council 
decided it could not tell actors what to 
do with their pay and therefore guest 
stars at Paper Mill could donate their 
pay to the fund. Explained that the 
plans for the coming summer were 
outlined as early as Christmas, while 
Miss Crawford and Wildberg had not 
signed a lease for Maplewood. Stated, 
too, that Paper Mill will turn over 
70% of the gross to British relief. 
House seats less than 700, while the 
Fabian spot more than doubles that 
capacity. 

Paper Mill is conducted by wealthy 
residents of the Jersey community. 
Its board of directors is headed by 
Frank Carrington. For a time the 
house was not on a professional basis, 
but for several seasons has operated 
under Equity summer conditions. 


JOLSON PLANS TOUR 
OF ‘HATS’ THIS AUG. 











Although Jules Levey schedules 
the filming of ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ | 
with Eddie Cantor-Martha Raye late 
this spring, Al Jolson will take the 
show on tour, according to word | 
from Palm Beach, where the star has | 
been resting since illness forced him 
to close the musical at the Shubert, | 
N. Y., shortly after New Year's. Mu- 
sical is slated to open in New Haven 
around Aug. 15, with Boston and 
Philadelphia to prelude an extended 
tour. Picture will be held out of 
stands the show will play. 

Jolson intended to play ‘Hats’ 
through the season, but was downed 
with incipient pneumonia and a 
week’s lay-off was insufficient time 
for him to fully recover and the| 
shutdown followed. George Hale, 
who had a minority interest in ‘Hats,’ 
protested, contending the state of 
Jolson’s health was exaggerated. He 
filed suit for damages, but it is be- 
lieved the action will be discon- 
tinued. 

Understood that Miss Raye and 
Bert Gordon, who were featured in 
‘Hats,’ will also tour. Production | 
is said to have already been pre- | 
pared for tour. 


Abbott, Holm Collabing 
On New Musical Book 


George Abbott, who returned to 
New York from Florida last week, 
and John Cecil Holm are currently | 
collabing on a book for a musical 
which Abbott has in mind for next 
season, It’s being rewritten from a 
Play by Holm, ‘One for the Lady.’ 
Rodgers and Hart are expected to do 
the music. 

Holm and Abbott co-authored | 
‘Three Men On a Horse,’ which Alex | 
Yokel produced several seasons ago. 
Holm recently finished another play, | 
‘Forever Yesterday,’ which is now | 
making rounds of producers. 








Walter Wagner, stage manager of 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ at the Ful- 
ton, N. Y., back at work after minor 
operation, i 


jances is $30 weekly. 
| be three rained out shows, chorines 


| Phil 


vr 


4A’s Coast Co-op’ er 


Hollywood, March 25. 





Actors 
new group confined to members of 
the Associated Actors & Artistes of 
America, opens here April 3 with 
‘Small Miracle,’ a play by Norman 
Krasna. 

Outfit started out as the Players 
Theatre of Hollywood, but found 
another Hollywood group using the 
name, 


OUTDOOR SHOWS 
HINGE ON RAIN 
CONCESSIONS 


Open air operetta revivals at 
Randall’s Island and Jones Beach 
will probably be resumed during the 
summer, provided Equity agrees on 


pay reductions in the event that per- 
formances are cancelled on account 
of weather. Figured that if such 
provisions are made, same will apply 
to open air performances in out-of- 
town stands. J. J. Shubert and For- 
tune Gallo were associated in the 
open air showings, but Shubert is 
dickering for the leases without his 
former partner. 

The revivals were abruptly termi- 
nated in the summer of 1938 after 
several successful seasons. Variable 
weather, especially at the Beach, was 
the cause of the foldings, a succes- 
sion of rainy nights bringing on a 
tantrum in the management. Up to 
that time no deductions were allowed 
for rained out performances. Shu- 
brt communicated with Equity, 
charging that it was responsible for 
the closings, because weather was 
not considered. Company filed a 
petition and a committee recom- 
mended that certain deductions be 
allowed if and when it rained. Sea- 
son was declared off by the manage- 
ment, however. 

Schedule of deductions expected to 
be adopted calls for one-eighth off 
for one night cancelled, and one- 
sixteenth off for two additional 








nights per week if weather inter- 


Chorus seems particularly 
Pay for outdoor perform- 
Should there 


feres. 
affected. 


would get $22. That is the minimum 
considered, but it is deemed unlikely 
that weather would interfere with 


more than three performances 
weekly. 

Gallo and Shubert, who also had 
similar outdoor attractions in other 


cities, split last year when their ven- 
ture in Miami flopped, about $35,000 
in the red. Unexpected chilly weather 
occurred, but shows were a type that 
vacationists didn’t go for, Gallo is 
considering a season at Dallas dur- 
ing the coming summer. 





Incze, Stage Mag Pub, 
Will Produce New Play 


Alexander Incze, publisher of the 





| recently-folded Stage mag, will turn 
| producer in the fall. 
|quired rights to a comedy-drama, 


He has ac- 


‘More Than Music,” by Jean 
Dalrymple and Phil Bloom. Story 
is said to be based on life of a 
famed pianist-conductor. 

Miss Dalrymple, former wife of 
Ward Morehouse, drama columnist 


|of the N. Y. Sun, is currently p.a. 


for ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Broadway 
legiter. Bloom is a young play- 
wright, not to be confused with 
Bloom, of Music Corp. of 
America. She has been handling 
Jose Iturbi’s publicity of late. 

Ruth Gordon and Hans Jary have 
been tentatively set for top roles in 
the show. 





‘They Walk Alone,’ at the Golden, 
N. Y., being plugged in Knott hotels. 
Tom Marshall, an exec of the chain, 
is the husband of Caro! Goodner, one 
of the leads in the meller. 


Co-operative Theatre, a) 


BILL FIELDS ON UBO 
AND OSCAR SERLIN: 


New York. 





Editor, VaRIEty: 


In the last issue of Variety I was 
quoted as intimating that the current 
controversy between Oscar Serlin 
and the United Booking Office would 
terminate when and if the latter de- 
cided to refrain from its childish 
course of trying to penalize Mr. 
| Serlin for his easily understandable | 





(to me at least) desire to book. his 
‘Life With Father’ companies where 
and how he wanted to book them; 
in short, I hinted that when UBO 
abandoned its 2% chisel idea, peace 
would then prevail. 

Matters, however, are not quite so 
simple as that. Some weeks ago 
when Mr. Serlin first asked me if I'd 
work with him on the ‘Life With 
Father’ tour, he said at that time: ‘I 
do not want to make money out of 
this fight, but I feel that it is one 
that should be made for the general 
welfare of the theatre.’ 

One cannot resist words like those, 
because talk of that kind is all too 
scarce on Broadway. So, I went to 
work with him. For two weeks I got 
nothing whatever and then Mr. 
Serlin suggested that he put me on 
salary. I agreed, although the work 
itself was so interesting that he could 
have had me for nothing. 

I feel, however, that the entire 
issue is confused in the minds of the 
trade—and certainly to the general 
public—and that it is only proper 
that we outline what we are fighting 
for, state, in short, our war aims. At 
the outset, I want to say that theatre 
sharing terms play no part whatever 
in the argument with UBO. Mr. 
Serlin is not asking for excessive 
terms for his ‘Life With Father’ com- 
panies. He wants only what other 
attractions of similar importance and 
drawing power are entitled to and 
get from UBO. 

1—The prime point that we 
seek is to prove that no booking 
agency should have exclusive 
contro] of any attraction. Many 
producers do not bother to exam- 
ine their road contracts very 
closely. If they did, they would 
discover a clause in the first road 
contract that UBO submits them 
that provides for that office to 
have exclusive booking privi- 

(Continued on page 50) 


TAXES NOT LENT 











HIT LEGIT B. 0. 


That the income tax period has a | 
distinctly more effect on theatre at- | 
tendance than Lent was again proven 
by the jump in grosses along Broad- 
| way last week. Improvement was 
| noted immediately after the deadline 
|for payments to the Government. | 
| Termination of the bus strike in New 
| York had no particular bearing on 
| legit business. | 
| Increases in grosses ranged from 
$1,500 to $5,000, best improvement 
being registered by ‘Louisiana Pur- 
chase,” which returned to the high- 
er brackets. There has been a drop 
in the number of shows in rehearsal 
and the premiere list for April is 
very slim. What arrivals there will 
|be beyond that month is entirely 
speculative. 
| Next week will see the entrance 
|of ‘Watch On the Rhine,’ Martin 
Beck: ‘Your Loving Son.’ Little, and 
a revised lineup of ‘It Happens On 
Ice,’ Center. This week's arrivals: 
‘Native Son,’ St. James, which was 
lauded; ‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson, 
which was not, and Gabrielle,’ EI- 
liott. 


| ctimiehdinnamlitens 


| Armitage Loses 
| 
| An award of $1,178 made by the | 
| American Arbitration Assn. last Dec. | 
|5 was confirmed by Justice John F. 
| McGeehan in the N. Y. supreme | 
| court Friday (20) in favor of Paul | 
| Dullzell, as treasurer of Equity, and | 
| against The Country Theatre, Inc., 
| and Walter Armitage. 

| The award-is in favor of 30 ac-| 
| tors and actresses. 








| 








Post Opening ‘Dove’ 


Hollywood, March 25. 
Guy Bates Post will open ‘The | 
Plaintiff Dove,’ by Olivia Cooper, at 
his Post theatre here April 7. 
Following a brief tryout Post plans 
to take the piece io New York as a 
roduction, j 





| play 


Author-Mgrs. Quit League Due 
To Suit Against Authors Ass'n 


= 








First reaction to the managers’ 
suit against the Authors League of 


Edgar MacGregor has formed a Ammerien, = the ground that the 
holding company for the presenta- | Dramatists Guild pact, which was 


MacGregor’s Plans 





|tion of one or more shows during !declared to be in force March 1, is 


spring. Lynn Logan, actress, will 
be associated with him, as are one 
or two others not identified. Miss | 
Logan appeared in ‘All in Fun’ and | 
was among those in the cast said to 
have put money in the Leonard Sill- 
man-Phil Baker revue, which was 
yanked after three performances on 
Broadway. 


resignation 
from the League of New York Thea- 
tres by those authors who are also 
producers. Guild engaged Morris 
| Ernst to represent the authors and 
|his reply to the managerial com- 
|plaint is being written. There are 
| several producers who are associate 


members of the Guild, but they have 
MacGregor returned to Broadway expressed no intention of w 


; monopolistic, was the 


ithdraw- 
after an extended stay, on the Coast. | ing sain 
He dir : 
Sylva ae. Ge tacr an Px While the action is hardly a 
2 : y i friendly one, Guild leaders assert 


‘Louisiana Purchase’ and ‘Panama | 


Hattie,’ within the period of a year. there is mo animus on their part 











| They claim that some of the regula- 
15 years. Present pact is the fourth 
five-year agreement since the au- 
thors stepped in and stopped alleged 
managerial abuses, 
Report that a materia] percentage 
KEY CITIES of League members did not favor 
have always veered to the side of 
the authors on the ground that their 
Oscar Serlin’s one man campaign! product is vital to the manager. 
to book his ‘Life With Father’ inde-| Known that the League’s board 
pendent of the United Booking Of-/| agreed unanimously on suing. 
fice is reported to have further/ principal changes in the pact made 
needed to ensure continuous tourin : 
next season. It is conceded that sn of the author and the delegating to 
less the showman's difficulties with the author full control of the film 
the UBO are not patched up, book- | Tshts. Asserted by the Guild that 
ings for the season of 1942-43 might | Since those regulations became ef- 
be a problem. It is expected the | fective that more money has been 
over the booking argument. Marcus therefore have benefited even though 
Heiman is quoted saying: ‘This is a) setting a smaller share. They offer 
free country. How can any one stop| to prove the Hollywood increase by 
them from making their own book-| the figures. 
ings?’ Averred that originally UBO Only One Protest 
sought $52,000 from ‘Father,’ same to 
When the pact was announced as 


| tions complained of were present in 
‘ 9 | the original pact, dated in 1926, and 
FATHER NEED |; that the managers therefore have 
produced without undue protest for 
going to court is incorrect. It is 
true, however, that some showmen 
progressed. Claimed that only a A 

. ve years ago was the 60-40 per- 
few key territory stands are nOW | centage of picture money in favor 
show will play that long. obtained for the rights than pre- 
UBO does not appear perturbed | Viously, arguing that the managers 

be paid by a percentage of the gross. |. 
ph a ans tee oe Pend to | in force, the League advised mem- 


$20,000. Serlin regarded such a re-|>¢Ts that in the event they signed 
quirement as a penalty because he | to do so under protest. Only one is 
has been booking his show inde- | Said to have followed that procedure 
pendently for more than a year. and he is identified as having been 
UBO is said to have ignored Serlin’s | inactive for years. Those reported 
offer to pay $50 weekly for one year. | having signed with the Guild with- 

It was said that the Shuberts might | out protest include Sam H. Harris 
go to court over the indie booking of | (evidently by proxy), George Ab- 
‘Father’ in the Cass, Detroit, oper-| bott, Howard Lindsay and Russell 
ated by E. D. Stair. Shuberts own | Crouse, Gilbert Miller, Oscar Serlin, 
49% of the theatre’s stock and are Arthur Hopkins and, of course, the 


(Continued on page 50) | Playwrights. Miller’s acquiesence 
eaten . | surprised, because he objected to the 

‘ ; changes in the agreement some years 
MEET PEOPLE CAST ago and held out for quite a time. 
Harris was expected to sign since 


one of his principal sources of show 
material comes from George S. 
Kaufman, a Guild leader, who with 
Cast of ‘Meet the People,’ Mans- | Moss Hart usually has a share in 
field, N. Y., has agreed to a salary | the manager’s shows. 
cut and because of that arrangement, | The 
plus better business last week, the 
Coast revue may span the spring pe- 


TAKES SALARY CUT 


dramatist - manager group 
which quit the League inciudes the 
Ylawwrric ce : , 
riod. Tentative plans called for the ee ae ag ag oro = 
show going on tour. Shortly after | — a 7S Lanees SEE 
it opened on Broadway it was pro- som whereby members may not 
posed to reduce the pay, but as that withdraw when such controversies 
are on, but it appears that those who 


automatically changes run of the ; : 
contracts to regulation two- |Tesigned were admitted under a spe- 
cial classification. 


weeks notice now, but none are 
scheduled to withdraw. 

‘People’ cast has been playing for 
nearly 18 months virtually intact. 
Salaries were always moderate, but 
some players who started at $25 
weekly were jumped to $150, said to 
be the highest pay in the outfit 
Starting pay is under the Equity | 
minimum, then $40 (now $50), which 
is explained by the fact that the show 
started under vaudeville rules and 
was later classified as legit. 

The Theatre Alliance, Hollywood 
group which put on the show, stated 
no cut would be attempted unless 
90% of the cast were in agreement. 
Only two people in the company de- 
clined the slice. 


Clifton Webb’s ‘Dinner’ 
Winds Up 59-Wk. Tour 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 

Clifton Webb company of ‘Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ ended its tour 
here Saturday night (22) after play- 
ing 59 weeks. Total gross for 59 
weeks was around $765,000. Webb 
was originally scheduled to go until 
end of season, but decision of Alex- 
ander Woollcott to tour again in 
|‘Dinner’ lopped off a few dates for 
| Original road troupe. 

Entire cast, with exception of 


Taylor to Try B’ way | James MacColl, returned to N. Y. 


| Sunday (23). MacColl left here for 
,Havana and a belated honeymoon 


Hollywood, March 25. /|with his wife, Marjorie Lytell, ac- 

Dwight Taylor, currently scripting tress, whom he married a few weeks 
‘Coney Island’ at 20th-Fox, is going | ago. 
back to New York on completion of | 
the job to produce his own stage | 
play, ‘Love Letter.’ 

Taylor produced ‘Where Do We 
Go From Here?’ on Broadway two 
years ago. 











Richard Clark, understudy and as- 
|sistant stage manager of ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ at the Cort, N. Y., subbing for 
Reynolds Denniston, who’s out of the 

icast because of a throat ailment. 
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Inside Stuff—Legit 


N. ¥. Times Monday (24) printed an interview with George Batson, 25, 
who wrote ‘Treat Her Gently,’ in which Ruth Chatterton will appear Sat- | 
urday (29) in Amarillo, Texas, and who was described as ‘one of the best 
bus boys’ in the Automat at l4th street and Irving place. Batson quit the 
eatery job to attend the premiere. 

Author went to school in Brooklyn 





He started writing plays at the 


age of 15 and two years later he acted and produced some of his work in | 


a@ summer community. He took a course in playwriting with the WPA. 
New writer tried to keep the bus boy incident secret because it ‘isn’t dig- 
nified’ 4nd might annoy Miss Chatterton. He has another play optioned 
for production. 


Among those expected to attend Equity’s quarterly meeting Friday (28) 
at the Astor, N. Y., is Alexander Lewis. He was once known as Equity’s 
baby member, his actress-mother enrolling him in 1921 at the age of nine 
months. Infant was carried on stage during a performance at the time. 
Although he did not become an actor Lewis did not apply for a withdrawal 
card until 1935. Such members may attehd meetings though they cannot 
vote. 

Lewis is well over six feet tall and is an enrollee in a CCC camp. 





William H. Davis, who stepped into the headlines last week when ap- 
pointed as one-man arbitrator by Mayor LaGuardia to iron out differences 
between New York bus drivers and the operating companies, is a brother 
of Owen Davis, who is several years his senior and is the recognized dean 
of dramatists. Author has been prominent for many years and is a Pulitzer 
prize winner, while William H. has led a rather prosaic career as patent 
attorney of the firm of Pennie, Davis, Marvin & Edmonds. As chairman 
of the N. Y. State Mediation board last fall; he was instrumental in settling 
the AFRA-network dispute over a sustaining code. 

Owen Davis is represented on Broadway currently with ‘Mr. 
North,’ Belasco, with his son, Owney, Jr., in the cast. 


and Mrs. 


That the mistress or the White House and the President himself have a 
penchant for professionals is indicated by the number who are welcome 
as house guests. Robert E. Sherwood, recently in the capital, stayed at 
the executive mansion, as did Alexander Woollcott just previously. Both 
worked for the President’s re-election. 

Among others prominent on Broadway who have been guests are Moss 
Hart and Rose Franken. Mayris Chaney (and Fox), a dancer, is a close 


| bent 


| because 


Winter Garden’s 30th 


Anni Ties In Banshees 
To Host Celebration 


The Shuberts, having opened their 





approved by 


Winter Garden on Broadway March , 


20, 1911, last Thursday (20), 30 years 


the occasion of a stunt in cooperation 
with the Banshees. That newspaper 
organization, in tribute to the {ncum- 
Olsen hosted a 


show and luncheon. 


and Johnson, 


jin’ stars are faves with the Banshees MS ie 7 : - 
eon ave © be Ehrlich put in an amended bill, thus | 


| Seaptag the proposal alive. 


(chiefly Hearstmen) and Bugs Baer 
emceed a succession of acts. 

The basket-party luncheon was put 
up by Oscar of the Waldorf, of which 
the invitees partook in their theatre 
seats An old Chaplin. with gag 
titles: some heckling by O&J; Baer’s 
emceeing: an alternating of femme 
strippers (nothing too rough), and an 
of from current 

niteries and revues 
divertissement. 

most disappointing, 
haphazard 


assortment acts 
vaudfilmers, 

made up the 
talent was the 
of its 


| and booking. 


personal friend of Mrs. Roosevelt, as was Mrs. Eddie Peabody when the | 


ex-wife of the banjoist played at White House galas. 


Wealthy uncle of Arthur M. Oberfelder, Denver showman, died last fall, 
leaving an estate mostly comprised of farm acreage. 
have been bequeathed 2,000 Last year he was associated 
Fortune Gallo, they having the Legitimate Theatre Corp. which toured 
four attractions principally in The venture ended deep in 
the red. 

The deceased uncle built his own mausoleum. 
dungarees and sweep out the crypt periodically. 


acres 


one-nighters. 


with | 


| 


Oberfelder is said to | 


It was his habit to don | 


| 


| 


Al Lee, who was company manager of a number of Broadway musical | 


shows including several of George White's ‘Scandals, 
new endeavor. It is the purchase and sale of estate interiors, including 
furniture and furnishings. He has made deals of that nature in West- 
chester, disposing of the purchases by direct sale or auction. 

Lee, who was formerly on the stage, may not return to show business. 





‘My Fair Ladies,’ which had its delayed debut at the Hudson, N. Y., 
Sunday (23), is presented by Al Lewis and Max Siegel, latter having for- 
merly been in the office of Sam H. Harris. Latter also has an interest in 
the new play. Frank McCoy, who recommended the script, is said to have 
a small percentage. 


An irate caller at the Actors Fund offices last week created a rumpus | 


and before he departed kicked out the glass panel of the door. 
identified as being an excitable Italian, but it was not clear whether he 
was a professional or not. Fund officers say he applied for aid. 


Actors Told to 0.0. Taxes 
For Govt., State Benefits 


Name Concert Dates 


Equity has advised its members (March 26-April 2) 
to obtain the amounts of compensa- Josef Hofmann—Capitol, Ottawa 
tion received from managers at the (27): Acad. Music, Brooklyn (1). 


end of each engagement, for the 
‘purpose of state unemployment in- 
gurance and social security. The 
unemployment tax is payable by the 
manager, based on salary paid. Some 
pert other than New York also| .Grace Moore—H. S., Charlottes- 
have similar insurance laws and an | ville, Va. (28); Mun. Aud., Worcester, 
d Mass. (31). 


Marjorie Lawrence—Klein Memo- 
rial, Bridgeport, Conn. (26). 

Lotte Lehmann—Foster Memorial 
| Hall, Pittsburgh (1). 


actor can collect there provide 

they qualify. | Lily Pons—Alumnae Hall, Welles- 
There is a statute of limitations | “*¥? Mass. (26). ; 

On social security. There is a four-| _ Pau! Robeson — Klein Memorial 

year limit during which claims for | 4¥4-, Bridgeport, Conn. (27). 

adjustments of credits must be made! _ Albert Spalding — Tabernacle, 





and is dated from 1937. Therefore | Provo, Utah (26); Natrona H. S., Cas- 
any change in credits must be made} Per, Wyo. (27); Montana, Miles City 
before 1942. If an actor was paid! Mont. (28); Kalispell H. S., Kalis- 
$3,000 during any year since the fed-/| pell, Mo (29); Metropolitan, Se 
eral law became operative and only | attle (31); H. S.. Klamath Falls. Ore 
$2,000 was reported, the correcied | (1). 

amount must be registered during the Gladys Swarthout — Grand, Cal 
Current year, otherwise the amount sary, Alberta (26): Metropolitan 
of ultimate security pay will be United Chu ch, Regina, Sask. (28): 
based on the smaller amount. First United Church, Brandon, Man 


(29); Savoy, Hamilton, Ont. (2), 

Lawrence Tibbett—Forum, Harris- 
burgh, Pa. (26); Township Aud., 
Columbia, S. C. (29); Civie Aud., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. (31). 


Ams Do ‘Pastures’ 


Pittsburgh, March 25, 
Never done before by a community 
theatre, ‘Green Pastures’ 
three-week run tonight (Tuesday) at | 
Pittsburgh Playhouse. Entire cast | 
of 65 colored actors, including ‘ce- 
lestial choir,’ was recruited locally 
from Hill District drama groups. It’s 
being directed by Fred Burleigh, 
Playhouse’s permanent pilot. 
Smallness of Playhouse stage has 
necessitated quite a few novelties, 
and one of them will be the plac- 
ing of the chorus in Playhouse’s bal- 
cony for every performance. ‘Pas- 
tures’ will be followed at Playhouse 





opens | 


Mass. Barn Sets Plans 
Worcester, March 25. 
Red Barn theatre, Westboro, Mass.. 
will be under management of Rose 
Dresser, Worcester, and Robert Dag- 
gett, Springfield, when 14-week sea- 
son opens June 16. Company will 
be resident and play recent Broad- 
way releases. 


mer stock and in New 
management of Harry Moses and 
Winchell Smith. Daggett has acted 
and stage-managed for several New 


York under 


by original revue written by Charlie York productions, road and _ stock 
Gaynor, opening April 22. ' companies 


has embarked on a 


But the idea clicked. Claude P. 
Greneker, the Shuberts’ p.a., man- 
aged to grab some extra space for 
‘Hellz’ on the strength of this shindig. 











Miss Dresser has played in sum- | 


Man was | 


i 
| 


| 





Fields on UBO 


—__— (‘ontinued from page 49 


leges for the entire road lifetime 
of the play involved. It may be 
that most producers do not ob- 
ject to conferring such monopo- 
listic rights to a booking com- 
pany, but Mr. Serlin does object, 
and so do I. 

2—We object most strenuously 


to the favoritism that exists at 
UBO that accords one producer 
or attraction preferred playing 
time or more favorable sharing 
terms than is granted another, 
the sort of favoritism that re- 
quires one producer to post a 
guarantee against tryout house 
losses and does not require the 


same guarantee of another pro- 
ducer. 

3—We feel that the prevailing 
basis employed by UBO for 
working out sharing terms is as 
unfair to many theatres as it is 
to attractions. Why, for example, 
should the English theatre in 
Indianapolis or the Lyceum in 
Minneapolis or the Metropolitan 
in Seattle (to cite but a few ex- 
amples) consistently receive 
from UBO straight 75% contracts 
(the highest) for plays that re- 
ceive 70% in towns like Buffalo, 
where the booking office either 


owns or actively operates the 
local theatre. Indianapolis, 
Minneapolis and Seattle — like 
Buffalo—are usually three-day 


stands. I want to say in this con- 
nection, that I have never heard 
complaints about terms from the 


Indianapolis, Minneapolis and 
Seattle managers. All of them 
are genuine, loyal friends of the 
theatre, and they are not the 
complaining kind. The fact re- 
mains, however, that they are 


entitled to the same thing that 
Buffalo gets; or if not, then Buf- 
falo isn’t entitled to 70° terms 





either, 


There are, of many other 
points that could come into a discus- 
of this sort. There is, for in- 
stance, the plight of the one-night 


course, 


sion 


stand manager who gets 25% of the 
eross receipts as his end, and out of 
it frequently has to supply from 20 
to thirty stagehands, five or six mu- 
sicians and pay his portion of the 
advertising expense Sooner or later 
some thought is going to have to be 


hose people if they are to re- 
1 busmess, and thus far UBO 
asn’t done a single thing about it. 


fiven t 
malin ll 


\ 
i 
l 


that—con- 
Serlin, at least 


+ 


Finally, I want to add 
trary to rumor—Mr, 
so far as I know, has no thought of 
embarking in the booking business 
himself. And I certainly have no in- 
tention of doing so. What we both 
would like to see are reforms and 
improvements worked out by the 
company that currently exists. 
William Fields. 


Drapers N.G. 3G in Buff. 


Buffalo, March 25. 


The ‘Hellzapop- | 


The | 


spotting | 


| 


| showings 


| first 
|} and 


later to the calendar date, made this | of children under 16 in all branches 


|} not 
| Adults 
such 


N. Y. ASSEMBLY KILLS 
JUVE PERFORMER BILL 


Albany, March 285. 
The Hampton bill (unanimously 
the Senate), which 
would establish a uniform statewide 
system of regulating the employment 





of show business, was killed by an 
assembly committee, along with the 
companion, first-introduced Ehrlich 
act. Action was taken just before 
the rules committee ‘took over’ in 
Lower House. 


However, Assemblyman Harold 8. | 








25c Shows for Studes 
Is New Plan to Hypo 





The Legitimate Theatre 





Somewhat revised plan designed 
to develop future theatre patronage 
was presented to Broadway man- 
agers by Alfred Harding, of Equity, 
who has been working on the pro- 
posal for months. Principal feature 
of the pian is that special perform- 
ances of a dozen or more plays be 
given for school children, admission 
to be 25c. Contended that such 
would bring youngsters 
into the theatres who had never at- 
tended and that, upon maturity, they 
will be fairly seasoned theatre-goers, 


If the plan is adopted the shows 
are to be selected by the teachers, a 
group of whom have been active in 
getting student patronage to see sev- 
eral selected shows this season at 
bargain rates. 
teachers and could 
reach other 
be admitted 


therefore 
would 
tickets. 


not on 


the 
the 


tagehands were 
idea. Dramatists 
not acted 


Equity and 
to okay 


musicians have 


iit, but leaders in both organizations 


| 


|'A committee 


| 
| 


stagehands, 


! 
| 
| 


would join in the movement and it 
is assumed the managers, who have 
been subscribing to audience promo- 
tion activities, will readily assent. 
representative of the 
showmen, the unions and the teach- 
ers would be formed. 

Not anticipated 
performances for 


that a profit on 
students will be 


If there is any money on hand after 
expenses are taken care off, it is to 
be divided pro rata between actors, 
musicians, authors and 
managers, latter’s organi- 
also favoring the Harding 


company 
zation 
plan. 








| ‘Father’ Dates | 


also interested in the UBO, which 
they claim has the exclusive booking 
rights. 








Tickets would be dis- | 
| tributed through 





hands, | 


upon | 


|are said to have indicated they too | 


Orson Welles’ 126 In 


Bag for Stagehands; 
Everybody's Pretty Blah 


Season’s record for backstage ex- 
pense was set by ‘Native Son’ which 
Crson Welles and John Houseman 
under the corporate title of the Well- 
man Co. opened at the St. James, 
N. Y., Monday (24) after two post- 
ponements. Before the curtain rang 
up the stagehands bill approxmated 
$12,000 which jumped the production 
cost of the multi-scened drama away 
over the average straight play out- 
lay. 

While there is a limit on the num- 


ber of hours actors can rehearse 
daily, that does not apply to the 
crew. The tireless Welles who 
staged ‘Son’ kept the deckhands for 
stretches more than 24 hours con- 
secutively and the men grumbled, 
frankly saying they didn’t need the 
money that badly to stay on the job 
until exhausted. In addition to scene 
rehearsals there were preview per- 
formances most nights last week. 
There was one day and night when 
Welles agreed that the crew and 
actors could rest, but that evidently 
was not sufficient. 


‘Son’ brings Welles and Houseman 





| back to Broadway after a year or 


more in Hollyood. They won atten- 
tion through their activities with the 
Mercury theatre group which had a 
skyrocket career. Mercury's presen- 
tations were marked by economy in 
settings, general motif being plat- 
forms and spotlights. New drama 
with 10 scenes is therefore something 
of a departure for the duo. 

Play dramatized by Paul Green 
and Richard Wright from the latter’s 
book which concerns a Chicago col- 
ored killer, is being backed by Bern 
Bernard formerly with RKO on the 


Coast. Lionel Stander who arranged 
the deal between Bernard and the 
Welles, Houseman combination, was 


accorded a percentage of the attrac- 
tion. 


Welles Back to Coast 


Orson Welles, whose production of 
‘Native Son,’ opened Monday (24) 
night at the St. James, N. Y., goes to 
the Coast this week with members 
of his staff to begin preparations for 


his next picture for RKO. It will 
have a Mexican theme and locale. 


: oan | Perry Ferguson, his art director, left 
earned, in fact it is a non-profit plan. | 


last week to select shooting sites in 
Mexico and then meet Welles in 
Hollywood. Richard Wilson and 
Katherine Tropser, production assist- 


ants to Welles, will accompany him 
west. 

Actor will do a guest shot Sunday 
| (30) night on the ‘Silver Theatre’ 


Stair argues that arrange-| 


ment does not go for the summer | 
| period, when the house is usually | 
dark, 


Pittsburgh, March 25. 
Acting for Oscar Serlin, Bill Fields 


here last week closed deal with John 


| left 


Ruth and Paul Draper, playing | 
four shows (two for Bundles for | 


Britain) at the Erlanger at $2.75 top 
first half of last week. tallied under 
an approximate mild $3,000. 

Drapers 


current 


reported ending up their 
tour Washington thi 


Yc 
A) 


} week, 


i 


head of Harris Amus. Co., 


{. Harris, 
+torLite With: Pather’ to-go-into Sen- 


ator theatre, film house downtown, 
Nov. 3 for four weeks. Senator is the 
former Aldine, for years a Loew spot 
and where Louis K. Sidney got his 
tart 15 years ago 3efore that it 
was home of Shubert and tab musi- 


cals and vaude. 


Negotiations have been going on 
for some time, but couldn’t be closed 
intil Harris outfit was sure it would | 
have a product outlet for next sea- 


on. Since roof of Alvin theatre, ace 
Harris house, several 
months ago, picture previously | 
booked for that spot have been re- | 
routed to Senator. However, an- 
nouncement recently that Harvard 
U., owners of Alvin, would rebuild 
that site completely, with job ex- 
pected to be finished by next fall, 
Harris free to dicker for the 
Senator, 


. ; 
collansed 


‘Father’ company booked for Pitts- 
burgh is the No. 3 troupe, headed by 


Dorothy Gish and Louis Calhern, | 
currently in Philadelphia. It'll be | 
first time here that Nixon, town’s 


lone legit site and booked by UBO, | 
will have had any competition since | 
days of old Alvin and Pitt. 





Alan Anderson, son of Maxwell | 


tional defense 


| high 
| grams.’ 


program, playing the lead in an orig- 
inal play by John Latouche. He will 
also do the ‘Free Company’ program 
the following Sunday (6) afternoon, 
starring in his own script, ‘Freedom 
of Assembly.’ 

John Houseman, Welles’ produc- 
tion associate on ‘Native Son,’ planed 
to the Coast last night (Tuesday) to 
begin work on his David O. Selznick 
contract. His first assignment will be 
to direct ‘Jane Eyre.” While in the 
east he worked on the screen treat- 
ment with scenarist Robert Steven- 
son. 









Georgia Awards | 


ee Ontinued from page 26———— 





Up America,’ a contribution to na- 


’ 


WBAP, Ft. Worth, ‘for priso: 
broadcasts.’ 

WOR, New York City, ‘for ° 
‘American Forum of the Air’.’ 


WGEO ( . Schenectady, 
‘for its service to the Byrd expedi- 
tion at the South Pole.’ 

WJJD, Chicago, ‘for its service to 
education in broadcasts to schools.’ 

WQXR, New York City, ‘for the 
standards of musical pro- 


hort wave) 


its 


WOW, Omaha, ‘for its enterprise 
in originating ‘The President’s 
Birthday Ball of 1940’.’ 

KSTP, St. Paul, ‘for 
Calling’.’ 

WBNX, New York City, ‘for pub- 
lic service to foreign language 
groups.’ 

WRC-WMAL, Washington, ‘for en- 
terprise in originating the ‘Mile O'’ 
Dimes’ public service feature.’ 

KVOS, Bellingham, 


‘America 


Washington, 


Anderson and stage manager of ‘The | ‘for promoting a better understand- 


} 


Talley Method,’ at the Miller, N. Y., | 
expects to be drafted any day. He| 


was recently married. 


ing between Canada and the United 
States through its Armistice Da} 


| program.’ 
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Chi B.0. Good; Eileen,’ $15,000, 
Ditto Local ‘Lawyer’ 


Dante, $8,000, 





Chicago, March 25. 

Legit situation is strong here de- 
spite Lent. Two shows opened last 
week and indicate plenty of promise. 
Dante, the magician, came in for a 
short three-week stay in the 
Erlanger and is scoring excellently. 
On Wednesday (19), new company 
of ‘See My Lawyer’ opened in the 
Selwyn for two weeks in this house 
and then shifts to the Studebaker, 
now occupied by ‘Pins and Needles,’ 
which scrams April 5. ‘Lawyer’ got 
excellent take in first four nights. 

Grand went dark Saturday (22) 
after four-week stay of ‘Student 
Prince’ and relights Monday (3) with 
road company of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace.’ Ed Wynn brings ‘Boys and 
Girls Together’ into the Selwyn 
Sunday (30) for a limited stay, and 
will be followed by ‘Cabin in the 
Sky.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 
(56th week) (1,200; $2.75). Nearing 
the end of a record-breaking Chi- 
cago wun, which means that show 
still has at least two more months 
to go. Holding well at nearly $12,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (5th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Has built to 
solid profit-maker and now in for 
long time to come. Hit walloping 
more than $15,000. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker 
(14th week) (1,200; $1). Has had a 
stay of it and quitting on April 5 
for road tour, rather than force 
further time. Around $6,000. 

‘See My Lawyer,’ Selwyn (lst 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Opened in mid- 
week after a couple of paid pre- 
views. Drew mixed comment. De- 
spite short week hit excellent $8,000 


for initial session. Will shift to 
Studebaker following ‘Pins and 
Needles.’ 


‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante), Erlanger 
(Ist week) (1,300; $2.20). Magician 
will have a fine three-week engage- 
ment here, coming up on first stanza 
with excellent $8,000. 

‘Student Prince,’ Grand (4th and 
final week) (1,200; $2.75). Finished 
month’s stay at satisfactory takings, 
snagging $9,000 for its finale. 


HAYES-EVANS SMASH 
$23,400 IN BALTIMORE 


Baltimore, March 25. 


In as the fourth of six plays 
eee under ATS subscription, 

welfth Night’ hung up a resound- 
ing gross at Ford’s last week. 
Scaled at a top of $3.33 for the 1,900 
seats available, Helen MHayes- 
Maurice Evans combo sold out the 
upper floors way in advance and 
with two total capacity matinees to 
their credit got estimated big 
$23,400. 

There’s plenty of legit action here 
this week, with both Ford’s and the 
indie booked Maryland listing 
shows. Former has pre-Broadway 
trial of Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch on 
the Rhine,’ presented by Herman 
Shumlin, with Paul Lukas and 
Lucille Watson heading the cast. 
Maryland, scene of the initial bow of 
the ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ opus, is 
currently preeming Chicago com- 

any with Erich von _ Stroheim, 
aura Hope Crews, Helen Twelve- 
trees, Effie Shannon and Herbert 
Corthell in the cast. 


‘Pyg’ 856 in Seattle 


Seattle, March 25. 

Ruth Chatterton in ‘Pygmalion’ 
drew topheavy gallery and estimated 
good $8,500° for five performance 
Your nights at $2.88 top) at the 
Metropolitan. House seats 1,500. 

Opening night was weak, but biz 
kept building. 
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Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


vr 


Wynn Big 116 in N. H. 


New Haven, March 25. 


Ed Wynn's first road stop was a 
solid click here, both as to press and 
b.o. It’s been six years since Wynn 
played here and fans turned out in 
force for him. ‘Boys and Girls To- 
gether’ hit the Shubert for four per- 
formances at $3.30 top (20-22) and 
walked off with an estimated big 
$11,000. 

Only other Shubert booking to 
date is break-in of the Guild’s ‘Hope 
for a Harvest,’ with Fredric March 
and Florence Eldridge topping the 
on. It’s due for two days, April 


DINNER; 21,000 
TOPS, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 25. 
Both current comedy hits held up 
solidly despite bad weather breaks 
last week, with each show display- 


ing plenty of a. power. In 
its third week at the Walnut, ‘Life 
With Father’ again passe the 
$19,000 mark. The Man Who Came 
to Dinner’ soared higher in its 
second week at the Forrest. with 
$21,000 reported. Third week’s sale 
also looks very solid. 

Bookings from now on are few 
and far between. ‘Tobacco Road’ 
opened last night (Monday) at the 
Locust for a run which is advertised 
as two weeks, but which is virtually 
set as three. Next show listed is 














seats Monday and Tuesday unsold; 
nearly $19,500. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ For- 
rest (2d week) (1,800; $2.85). Upped 
first week's figure as expected and 
topped $21,000. Third week's sale 


good, 


‘DINNER,’ $9,500, FAIR 
IN REPEAT PITT DATE 


Pittsburgh. March 25. 


There wasn’t much of a demand 
for ‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ at 
Nixon last week. Hit had previously 
played fortnight here only a couple 
of months ago and apparently wore 








Shows in Rehearsal 


*Theatre’—John Golden. 


‘Hope For a Harvest’—Theatre 
Guild. 


‘Night Before Christmas’ — 
Courtney Burr. 


‘Trojan Women’—Experimental 
Theatre. 


‘Not In Our Stars’ — Experi- 
mental Theatre. 


‘DUBARRY’ LURES 496 
IN 2 DETROIT WEEKS 


Detroit, March 25. 


In its two weeks here, ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ picked up estimated 
$49,000. As frequently happens in 
this slow-starting town, the musical 
showed even a better second week at 
the Cass, garnering an approximate 
$25,000 to add to the first week’s 
$24,000. Musical was scaled at $3.35 
top and stayed strong throughout 
the run. 

Theatre gets a spell of activity 
with ‘Boys and Girls Together’ hav- 
ing moved in yesterday (Monday) 
and ‘Cabin in the Sky’ due in next 
week. 

















Current Road Shows 


(M-rch 26-April 5) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Laura 
Hope Crews, Erich Von Stroheim, 
Helen Twelvetrees)——Maryland, Bal- 
timore (26-29); English, Indianapolis 
(3-5). 

Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo— 
Mosque, Richmond, Va. (27): Arm- 
ory, Charlotte, N. C. (28); Erlanger, 
Atlanta (29); Memorial hall, Chat- 
tenooga (31); City aud., Daville, Ia. 


(2). 
‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
—Shubert, Boston (26-5). 


’ ‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 

oo. pret "4 He Higut st te Wynn)—Cass, Detroit (26-29); Sel- 
Estimates for Last Week wyn, Chicago (30-5). 

‘Life With Father,’ Walnut (3d ‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 

week) (1,400; $2.85). Still going |—Royal Alexandra. Toronto (26-29); 
along joyfully. Only a few orch/| Cass, Detroit (31-5). 


‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—American, St. Louis (26-3); 
vention hall, Tulsa (31); Arcadia, 
Wichita (1); Grand, Topeka (2); 
Mun. aud., Kansas City, Mo. (3-5). 

‘Gas Light’—Playhouse, Hollywood 
(26-5). 

‘Hellzapoppin’—Texas, San Antonio 
(26); Music hall, Houston (27-28); 
City aud, Beaumont, Texas (29): Aud, 
Shreveport (31); Aud., Jackson, 
Miss. (1); Aud., New Orleans (2-5). 

‘Hope for a Harvest’ (Fredric 
March, Florence Eldridge)—Shubert, 
New Haven (4-5). 

‘I'd Rather Sing’—Assistance 
League playhouse, Hollywood (26-5). 

‘It Happens On Ice’—Coliseum, In- 
dianapolis (26-30). 





out its welcome at that time. Might 
have been different if Alexander | 
Woollcott company had been booked | 





for the return, but same _ troupe, | 
headed by Clifton Webb, that WAS | 
|here previously came back again. | 
| Show didn’t lose any money, how- | 
| ever, getting about an even break at | 
|estimated $9,500. That’s against the | 
| $36,000 it did for the two weeks of | 
original engagement. 

Returns are practically dominating 
wind-up of Nixon season. MWCTD 


two years ago. Following “Twelfth 


Harvest’ and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ 
to ring down curtain. 





that, Nixon gets ‘Cabin in Sky,’ Pitt | 
Cap and Gown musical; ‘Hope for | 


‘Life with Father’ (Lillian Gish)— 
Blackstone, Chicago (26-5). 

‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Philadelphia (26-5). 


‘Litile Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) | 
be Nixon, Pittsburgh 


(26-2); Forrest, 
Philadelphia (31-5). 


‘Male Animal’/—Lyceum. Minneap- | 


olis (26-27); Shrine aud., Des Moines 
(28); Music hall, Kansas City, Mo. 
(29). 

‘Man Whe Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 


followed ‘Blossom Time,’ and current | ander Woollcott ®@ Forrest, Philade}- 
is ‘Little Foxes,’ which played Nixon | phia (26-29); Hartman, Columbus, O. 


~ | (31-5) 
Night,’ which opens Monday (31), ei, ie :_ . ” 
‘Student Prince’ comes in. After onan Eileen’—Harris,* Chi 


‘Night Before Christmas’—McCar- 
ter, Princeton (29); Plymouth, Bos- 





S.F. Gives Native-Son 
Saroyan’s ‘Life’ $14,000 


San Francisco, March 25. 


‘Time of Your Life’ got estimated | 
$14,000, good, during its first week | 
at the Curran. Opening on a Thurs- 
| day, the Pultizer prize-winner drew | 
|one of the swankiest first night au- | 
|diences seen here in a long time.| 
Author and native son, Bill Saroyan, | 
was on hand. 

‘Life looks good for three weeks, 
after which it will play some one- 
| night stands before opening in Los 
Angeles. 


‘Animal’ 414G in Milw. 


























Milwaukee, March 25. 














‘The Male Animal,’ here for only 
three nights and a matinee, grossed 








ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN” 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 





with 
‘Stu- 


|seat Davidson at $2.75 top, 
plenty seats at bargain prices. 
dent Prince’ is current. 

Fine farg in prospect for late in 
season, ‘Du Barry Was a Lady’ com- 
ing into Davidson April 17, and Helen 
Hayes and Maurice Evans, in 








‘Twelfth Night,’ into the Pabst April 
30. 


an approximate $4,500 in the ae | ine )—Curran, Gen Francesco (26-8). | 


ton (31-5). 

‘Pinfeathers’—Music Box, Holly- 
| wood (26-5). 
| ‘Pings and Needles’ — Studebaker, 
‘Chicago (26-5). 

Ruth and Paul Draper—National. 


Washington (26-29). 
San Carlo Opera — Metropolitan, 
Seattle (26-30); Broadway, Portland, 


Ore. (31-6). 

‘See My Lawyer’—Selwyn, Chi- 
cago (26-29). 

‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—Erlanger, 
Chicago (26-5). 


‘Student Prince’ — Davidson, Mil- 
| waukee (26-29): Aud., St. Pau! (30- 
131): Lyceum, Minneapolis (1-5). 
| ‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred 
Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Palace, 
| Canton, O. (27); Proctor H. S., Utica, 
iN. Y. (28); Aud., Rochester, N. Y. 
| (29): Bushnell Aud., Hartford (31); 
| Shubert, New Haven (1-2); Boyd, 
| Bethlehem, Pa. (3); Rajah, Reading, 
Pa. (4); Community, Hershey, Pa. 
(5). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
| Locust, Philadelphia (26-5). 

‘Treat Her Gently’ (Ruth Chatter- 
ton)—Paramount, Amarillo, Texas 
(29): Majestic, Wichita Falls, Texas 
(31); Majestic, Ft. Worth (1); Melba, 
Dallas (2); Orpheum, Waco, Texas 


(1); Memorial aud., Raleigh, N. C. | 


Con- 





Estimates for Last Week 
| Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 





(Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce), 
O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(llth week) (CD-938; $3.30). There 


was an upsurge of attendance all 
along the line last week; this stand- 
out continues to play to standees; 
nearly $17,000. 
‘Claudia,’ Both 
1712; $3.30). 
favored and netting good operating 
profit weekly; more than $13,000 
quoted; very good in this house. 
‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 44th St. (8th 
week) (R-1.325; $3.30). Picked up 
with the field and went to nearly 
$13,000; Sunday night with more 
names in show sent revue off to good 
start this week with a sellout. 
‘Flight to the West,’ Royale (12th 
week) (D-1,047; $1.10). More favor- 
able press comment should help this 
low-scaled, timely drama; approached 
even break last week; nearly $6,000. 
Gabrielle,’ Maxine Elliott (D-931; 
$330). Presented by Rowland Leigh; 
dramatized by Leonardo Bercovici 
; from Thomas Mann short story, ‘Tris- 
tan’; opened Tuesday. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(13lst week) (R-1,671; $3.30). One 
of most popular draws Sunday mati- 
nee and night; laugh revue turning 
me seetty profits; rated around $21,- 


‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (27th 
week) (D-1,016: $3.30). After spurt- 
ing, business dipped last week, tak- 
ings being under $9,000; still okay 
|and makes coin at that figure. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (9th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Every per- 
formance plays to capacity plus 
| standees, with the gross close to 
| $32.000; should hold pace into warm 
' weather. 
| ‘Life With Father,” Empire (7lst 
| week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Great box- 
loffice draw; top holdover likely to 
| better two years, despite out-of-town 
| companies; jumped back to nearly 
| $18,000. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (43d 
week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Jumped 
| more than any show in town; up 
|around $5,000, the gross approximat- 
| ing $28,000. 

| ‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
| Box (75th week) C-1,013; $3.30). Ma- 
lterially better, too, and looks sure 
|of running through season; rated 
| well over $11,000. 

| ‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (13th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). Coast revue 
picked up to around $11,000 and 
| plans for touring set back; may stay 
| through spring. 

| ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (13th 
| week) (CD-99:; $3.30). Also came 
| back to former pace and was close to 
| $16,500; that gross is virtual capacity 
| all performances. 

| ‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Belasco (10th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Looks set 
well into spring period and perhaps 
|longer; turning some profit right 
|along; perked up well and approxi- 
mated $10,500. 

‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson (C-1,094; 
$3.30). Last midweek debut was put 
back; opened Sunday (23); weak 
press. 
| ‘Native Son,’ St. James (D-1,520; 
' $3.30). Presented by Orson Welles 

and John Houseman k 
with Bern Bernard; written by Paul 
Green and Richard Wright; opened 
Monday (24); strong press. 

‘Old Acquarntance,’ Morosco (12th 
| week) (C-939; $3.30). Perked up 
nicely and quoted over $10,000; three 

matinees weekly well patronized; 

will move to Broadhurst and ex- 
pected to play into summer; ‘Night 

Before Christmas’ succeeds here 
| April 10. 
| ‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor 

(6th week) (C-893; $3.30). Im- 


(6th week) (CD- 





proved somewhat to around $5,000; | 


|cawm operate at modest grosses and 
figured to stick. 
‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (13th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Virtual capacity 
for highly regarded musical counted 


to play through summer; around 
$21,000. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th St. (21st 
| week) (M-1,347: $4.46). Picked up 


slight slack earlier in month and ap- | 
| proximated $32,000; neck and neck | 
| with ‘Lady in the Dark’ for leader- | 


| ship. 
| ‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (52d 
| week) (C-1,107; $3.30). Advertised | 


| in second year and management fig- | 


|uring on playing into summer; after 


| doubtful start laugh show making | 
moderate | 


goodly profit despite 
| grosses; quoted over $8,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (17th 
|} week) (D-1,162; $3.30). 


had been 


somewhat off several 


(3); Paramount, Austin (4); Texas, 
San Antonio (5). 

‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes. 
Maurice Evans)—Erlanger, Buffalo. 
N. Y. (26); Taft, Cincinnati (27-29); 
Nixon, Pittsburgh (31-5). 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Ford’s, Bal 


timore (26-29). 


Another comedy that is | 


in association | 


Has been in | 
|high gross division since opening: 


Bway Legit Spurts; ‘Corn,’ $19,000, 
Eileen,’ $16,500, Heat, $13,000, 


La., $28,000, All in Upswing 


weeks, but came back with takings 
| close to $19,000. 
| ‘*The Taliey Method,’ Miller (4th 
| week) (CD-940; $3.30). Considerably 
improved last week; theatre party 
helped send gross to around $9,000; 
| however, not up to expectations as 

yet 
| “They Walk Alone,’ Golden (2d 
|; week) (D-789; $3.30). Looks quite 
| doubtful; first full week estimated 
| under $3,000; though one-setter needs 
more to survive. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (379th 
| week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Gets most 
|of its gross Saturday and Sunday, 
| when low-cost stayer usually draws 
| standees; not far from $6,000 and 
{that means a profit. 

Revivals 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(2d week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Broad- 
way’s straight show leader, with 
gross $23,400; is scheduled for eight 
weeks, but will probably play into 
summer. 

‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (23d week) 
(C-1,064; $3.30). Longest engage- 
ment for revivals so far this season 
by wide margin; has been making 
money right along; up last week; 
$8,500 estimated, 








Boston, March 25. 

‘Cabin the Sky’ easily led the list 
last week, with ‘Blossom Time’ and 
‘Your Loving Son’ finishing in that 
order. ‘Blossom’ got a good recep- 
tion all around and will stay at least 
one more stanza. 

‘Night Before Christmas’ comes in 
next Monday (31) with Fredric 
March and Forence Eldridge. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Cabin ‘in the Sky,’ Colonial (2d 
wk) (1,643! $3.30).—Built up to ver 
big $22,000 for its second, final, weuk 
here. Katherine Dunham dancers 
caused a sensation and Ethel Waters 
‘found her usual extensive following. 

‘Blossom Time,’ Shubert (1st wk) 
(1,500; $2.75).—Revival showed re- 
newed vigor here and took surpris- 
ing $14,000 for the first frame. 

‘Your Loving Son,’ Plymouth (one 
week) (1.480; $2.75)—Drew faint 
praise from the press, which cued 
the local playgoers to trade else- 
where. Probably will be taken off 
for recasting and more rehearsals 
|before Broadway opening, if any. 
Garnered about $5,000. 


‘Gas Light’ $3,000, L. A. 


Hollywood, March 25. 

George Shafer staged the British 
|}meller, ‘Gas Light,’ to give jaded 
Hollywood something out of the 
ordinary and in consequence made a 
few dollars on the opening stanza, 
opus garnering just above $3,000. 
|Critics of the dailies were mostly 
|favorable and piece probably will 
| stick around for some weeks. 

Madge Bellamy, at one time 
|prominent in pictures, made her 
|legit debut in ‘Pinfeathers’ at the 
'Hollywood Music Box (24). ‘I'd 
Rather Sing’ continues to mild re- 
'turns at the Assistance League Play- 


JACK 
pURANT 


“Clicks In big-time style.” 
—Robert Coleman, 
New York Daily Mirror. 


Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S 


“PAL JOEY” 


Barrymore Theatre, New York 
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CABIN VERY BIG 
$77,000 IN BOSTON 
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CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 
ON TOUR 
o 
Mot.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way. New York 
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Plays on Broadway 





NATIVE SON the cruelties that his people must 
lendure. It is in a sense a protest | 
M: 1 na presented without ntermis- | Or pl opaganda play. | 
7 ! “ woth hy ag James, .y _"* ‘Native Son’ took courage to pre- | 
 . Vv { s } s an ) . ~ 
fous i. inka te tank tne , sent because of its sordidness 
Richard Wright fr lat s of lbee. | 
gare I if | : 1 } - — | 
du S y s gz Jame 
M 
B la MY FAIR LADIES 
H . 
V Mi ( edy n three resente at the 
Bu Was Hu » Y M 1 Z "41 t Alive 
A And Le Mux Sies by Arthur | 
M Bu I ind M ‘ > StaKe 
J ¢ I . o 1 irratt; &3.30 top 
Cla H ee re Mary Sargen 
G. nmons |B aseamonsan cl les Furcolowe | 
Gu nders | JONOS....cceceereees reer Ty Jean Cleveland 
Erni » Davis | Griggs pecapheeneatna Henry Vincent | 
M ve Sanford | Pt » f ‘ineenets Vinecer Donehue 
oh ee pes To ‘ ...--Toni Gilman | 
3rd Sloane Richard Tolliver. .csecceoccese Russell Hardie | 
Pegs Rav Henry GARG. «<<cccaeves neetas Herbert Yost 
Mar B Ned Tate socvesees thomas Coley | 
Jan Ertor Pevney | Lady Keith-Odlyn....cccssees Celeste Holm 
Buckley ou suf | Lady Pa ..... betty Furness 
Pa , Collina | Tony Stiles.........ccces Alfred Etcheverry | 
A Report OP i ek le oe — ba Stewart Mrs. B e mm Beeb escawe Ethel Morrison 
Judge. Ae ore eee .Wiltiam Malone | Max.......-ccccscsveccccecs Arthur Hughes | 
Newspaper Men—John ry, Stephen Rob- | Miss Grumley............Jacqueline Susann | 
erts, George Zorn, Don Roberts. I) ‘Happy’ Melton........ Otto Hulett 
” : ‘ | Finmeman......ceceeseeeeee- Randolph Preston 
cadernte Captain Lake....... chesEaDOees Lionel Ince 
‘Native Son’ as a book is a best- | 
seller. For that reason the stage} Another comedy with a_ few 


laughs, but not enough to suffice for 
Broadway. More effort in the 
writing might have bettered its 
chances. 
There is plenty of story, though 
Staging under the direction y a most of it is incredible. Hollywood 
ee ig ig ean ‘aie | may take the production out of the 
vivid production by h 
Houseman are factors in an unusual | season with ‘Cabin in the Sky,’ pre- 
presentation. They have teamed in| cents ‘My Fair Ladies’ with Max 
utting on plays for oe | Siegel. 
heatre; ‘Native Son’ is billed as a 
Mercury production. It follows the Crux of the story concerns two 
eneral scheme of those presenta- chorus girls stranded in London who 
a but has 10 scenes, as compared | Scape bomb shelters and other war 
Seite’ Seer or just one 4 privations in coming home by clip- 
dee : ; |'per. With the help of a friend in 
Giving a full-length melodrama | the diplomatic service, the names on 
without intermissions is something | their passports are those of titled 
of a legit audience endurance test, |English women. Both are supposed 


running time being close to tw0|t) have lost their husbands and to 
hours. As an aid to relieve the the- | po in delicate condition. 


atre’s complete darkness while set- | It isn’t their fault that a sociallv- 
tings are changed, weird sound ef-| »inded matron practically kidnaps 
fects, emanate fren, backstage, and | them at the airport and installs the 

etime:s : PP ahr po ‘.” | girls in her Mt. Kisco home. 1ey 
doubtless a Welles device 7 ae | know that it is just a matter of time 
out doubt, the new play is presently | before the ruse will be discovered, 
imaginative. | but it-comes quicker than expected. 


version should draw sizeable audi- 
ences, yet so grim is it in stage form 
that it’s questionable if it will attain 
unusual popularity. 


Book’s story is closely followed| A stewed playboy sees their pic- 

with one exception. Bigger Thomas, | ture in the paper and staggers onto 
° . . a s » sc | 

brutish Chicago Negro, kills his|the scene. Before that, however, the 


social leader of the community 
makes a fuss over the girls. Their 
host has promoted a Florida realty 
deal with the backing of the rich 
socialite. The girls are attracted by 
two supposed eligibles and romance 


sweetheart in the original; she falls | 
before police bullets in the play. At | 
that time Bigger is hiding after his 
unintentional murder of Mary Dal- | 
ton, radically minded daughter of 
his employer-benefactor. Mary and | 


he had returned from a night of|is on the way. When the disclosure 
carousing after attending a Red|is made there are threats of punish- 
meeting. Girl is drunk when she| ment, but the boys still want the | 
insists he tarry in her room, in-/girls and a fellow from the British 
dicating seduction on her mind. When | Embassy arrives to say that they did 
her blind mother enters, Bigger | Britain a favor by using the titles. 
smothers the girl to prevent her Betty Furness, Hollywood film 
from drunkenly saying something | player, and Celeste Holm are hardly 


that would give him away. 
Furnace-room scene is one of the 
dramatic highlights of the play. It’s 
there that a reporter senses the 
secret of Mary’s disappearance, his 
questioning resulting in Bigger 
quaking in terror. When the re- 
porter calmly turns over an earring | 


the types for English nobility, and 
they make little attempt to masaue- 
rade as such characters. However, 
| they’re a credit to Chorus Equity, 
| making a pleasant duo. Ethel Mor- 
rison does very well as the irascible 
socialite. Pretty Toni Gilman might 


to one of Mr, Dalton’s staff and/Veloped. That particularly goes for 
laconically says Mary's body was | Otto Hulett, too, as the good-timer 
burned in the furnace, Bigger flees, | Yo knows the girls. Vincent Done- 
There are no police investigators in | hue’s part as the household’s lazy, 
‘Son,’ Noises from the furnace seem | but loquacious, son is much better 
loud and strange and are part of written. Russell Hardie, playing a 


those between-scene sounds. meticulous young banker, could be 


; é |}funnier with improved authorshi 
After Bigger’s capture, play moves |! +b , , ta st thorship. 
; : Herbert Yost is the best known 
onto the courtroom scene. That part | ,.,ono t} hers. plavi “rj 
a : ge a . ; among the others, playing a worried 
of the play lets down, for it is & | gather Ibee 
contest of forensics between the ; f . 
and defense attorney. 





rete 
atter’s long address when he tries 
to convince the court that Bigger is 
not essentially te blame, traces the 
history of the man, whose father was 
killed in a race riot down south. | 


Piays Out of Town j 


Watch on the Rhine 


Baltimore, March 24. 





Production is unique. Scenes are 
On various levels, mostly in cameo 
form so that extreme side sections of | 





the theatre do not afford complete | Drama in three acts by Lillian Hellman; 
views of all the action. Mazes of | Presented ee by Herman Shumiin; 
spotlights are employed, many from | Pane-"at Pord's Beltinone wes: ger 
above, few being visible. Some | $2.78’ top file igici ake ii en iitis 
scenes have the general pattern of a | Anise setts eeeeeeeseees Eda Heinemann 
brick wall, with the actual setting | = Parrelly..seeesoceeees Lucile Watson 
inset, such as on the street, in the | Davia Marrelly............... ges 5 
courtroom and the jail. One of the | Marthe de Brancovis...... Helen Trenholme 
scenes in excellent taste is that of ; Teck de Brancovis........George Coulouris 
the Dalton home, detail:of the break- _ : ae Wisse M ro oe 
fast room being especially marked. | p; 5 in af: — 
For the courtroom and other scenes | Jos! Muller. ..ccccocces. Peter Fert lez 
the orchestra pit is used to heighten | Bod Muller.......+.ss0.s. -Eric Robe 


the effect, 

Acting af the mixed cast is gen-|/.,. 
erally exceptional, with Canada Lee | lian Hellman-Herman Shumlin com- 
giving a powerful portrayal of Big- , meg A “ long peg “= the 
ger and, at the finish, succeeds in | @®'-Nazl play that projects its clear- 
winning some audience sympathy. jcut eo hilltuird entirely on 
He was one time a violinist, is known | € Strength of skillful dramatization 
on radio and was in the prize ring. peetes any Phe son sod he a 

Some of the cast was brought ®ast | oq propaganda or scanben deatians. 
by Welles after they had appeared in |The story is told and the message 
his ‘Citizen Kane.’ Other character-| socked across in a. skillfully “eon- 
izations are not long, but finely en- | ceived series rounded out by ql 
acted, such as those by Anne Burr | characterizations and some oe "the 
Rn ag Sad yet al = — bon | best dialog Lillian Hellman has ever 
PF ge) ence lag Gas, aiton | shaped. Audiénce at opening here 
and Nell Harrison as his blind wife. | where pre-Broadway efforts ar : 
More important in the final portions novelty, greeted the final : Fe 0 
of the play is Ray Collins as de- : oe 


. with one of the most sustained and 
ally male and he does an ex- enthusiastic ovations witnessed local- 


ly in years, 

‘Native Son’ is not merely melo-! The story is straightforward and 
drama. Its colored book writer puts | direct. Into the stately home of 
up a strong defense for his race and/| Fanny Farrelly, near Washington 
gives his idea of why such individ- | comes her daughter after an absence 
uals as Bigger are possible. Empha- | of 20 years Sara Farrelly 
sis is made on racial inequality and married a gineer when 





n Europe, 


Germ 


an en 


Ce TE ete = 


son, 


|at a deal with the Nazis in Washing- 


red. Al Lewis, who started well this | ton. 


do better if the part had been de- | 


Hearst’s Brushoff 


Because of the objections of 
William Randolpt Hearst over 
‘Citizen Kane,’ film produced by 
and starring Orson Welles for 
RKO, no review of ‘Native Son’ 
appeared in Hearst's N. Y. Mir- 
ror yesterday morning (Tues- 
day) although the show's ad ap- 
peared in the usual form. Welles 
staged and produced ‘Son.’ 

Hearst’s afternoon rag, the 
Journal American, carried a re- 
view by its critic, John Ander- 
son, but there was no mention of 
Welles 








her mother had more ambitious 
ideas for her. The mother is a posi- 
tive and salty grande dame brought 
up in the globe-trotting traditions of 
a family of diplomats. Relatives and 
friends have intermarried into royal 
and aristocratic families all over 
Europe and stopping over at present 
at the Farrell manse are the finan- 
cially embarrassed Marthe and Teck 
De Brancovis, royal Roumanian 
refugees. 


Marthe, an American, was married 


off to the Roumanian at an early age 


and never did love the guy. Since 
her return to these shores she has 
fallen in love with Mrs. Farrelly’s 
David, and he is in love with 


her. Her husband has turned out to 


|be a wrong guy and she is particu- 


larly soured on his current attempts 


Sara Farrelly returns with her 


husband and three children. The 
husband, Kurt Muller, has been 
through the European mill in the 
interest of anti-Nazi agitation. He is 


carrying with him a large sum of 
money to be returned to Germany 
to help finance the underground 
anti-Nazi movement. De Brancovics, 
getting wind of his identity and 
hard-pressed for funds as well as 
burned up over the failure of his 
own romance, attempts a shakedown 
ref the Farrelly family, which ral- 
lies them to Kurt's cause. 

Loyal to his mission, Kurt, in des- 

;peration kills De Brancovis, and 
urged on by his loyal, wife, leaves 
his family behind to continue his 
mission and battle for the cause he 
represents. Final scene of farewell 
graphically contrasts the conflicts 
now raging in Europe against the 
|}comparative security still in effect 
here, and kindles a convincing flick- 
er of hope for the future of mankind 
everywhere, 
Acting by the entire cast is first 
|}rate. Lucile Watson, as the sharp- 
| witted and _ sophisticated mother, 
| plays the role to the very hilt, and 
|Paul Lukas, as the anti-Nazi son- 
| in-law, builds a characterization that 
|reaches climatic heights in the final 
act. Also most effective are Mady 
Christians, as the daughter; George 
| Coulouris, the menace; Helen Tren- 
holme, the disillusioned wife, and 
John Lodge, as the Farrelly scion. 
| Swell performances by a trio of tal- 
{ented yougsters, Anne Blyth, Peter 
| Fernandez and Eric Roberts. Lat- 
iter has some fat lines and situations 
| of which he takes full advantage. 
Setting by Jo Mielziner is tops and 
Shumlin’s. direction is masterful 
throughout. Barn, 


PINFEATHERS 


Santa Barbara, Cal., March 22. 








Comed in three acts (four scenes and 
prolog) by; Robert Easton Davidsdn; pre- 
} sented and staged by Kent Thurber; star- 
|ring Madge Bellamy; settings by Ernest 
| Glover; at Lobera theatre, Santa Barbara, 
|} Cal, March 22, ‘41; $2.20 top. Cast: Wal- 
| lia Roberts, Elaine Lockridge, Wheaton 
Chambers Sandra Coles, Christine McIn- 
tyre, John Ferguson, Jane Drummond, 
| Howard Banks, pier Leeds, Edmund 
| Glover, Marjory Chapin, Stephanie Bache- 
lor. 

How this badly written, poorly 


performed so-called farce ever got a 
booking, even for one night, in Santa 
| Barbara’s Lobero must remain one 
| of the mysteries of Coast. legit. How 
| it moved into the Music Box in Hol- 
ilywood for a hoped-for run at $1.65 
top is even of deeper dye. Santa 
Barbarans paid up to $2.20 for this 
mess Of amateur theatricalism and 
long will rue the night. The cracker- 
box showcases of Hollywood have 
far transcended this anemic endeavor 
many times over. 


One must feel for Madge Bellamy 














company, rolled up a take of $138,- 
500, a profit to the Met of $21,500. 

Another important draw was guest 
conductor Bruno Walter, who ba- 
toned nine performances of three 
operas, and was at least partially 
responsible for their draw of $122,- 
500, or a net profit to the Met of $19,- 
500. 

Strong Finale 


Met’s Best B. 0. Chirpers 


Continued from page 








‘Tannhauser,’ four performances, 
gross $43,000, loss $5,000. 


‘L’Amore Dei Tre Re,’ three per- 
formances, gross $31,500, loss $4,500. 

‘Faust,’ three performances, gross 
$30,000, loss $3,000. 

‘Manon,’ two performances, gross 
$18,000, loss $3,000. 


‘Nozzi Di Figaro,’ six perform- 


Last week of the season grossed ances, gross $66,500, loss $2,500. 


$113,500, a profit of $9,500 on the 
nine performances. 
was $34,000 for the first half of the 


| 


‘Siegfried, three performances, 


The Met's loss | gross $34,000, loss $2,000. 


‘Lohengrin,’ three performances, 


season, but with the throngs during | gros. $31,000, loss $2,000. 


the past month jamming every per- 
formance this deficit was cut consid- 


erably. | 


A resume of the season finds a 
total of $1,281,300 being taken in at 


‘Louise,’ three performances, gross 
$31,000, loss $2,000. 


‘Boheme,’ three performances, 
gross $28,000, loss $2,000. 
‘Walkure,’ four performances, 


the N. Y. boxoffice with Philadelphia | TOSS $47,500, loss $1,000. 


and Hartford yielding $176,500 on 12 
performances. Of this amount $146,- 
500 came from Philadelphia. 

For the first time in the history of 
the Metropolitan Variety figures 
showing the total grosses during the 
season are now given. 

The Winnahs 


In order of their net profit effec- 
tiveness they are: " 

‘Tristan,’ seven performances, gross 
$96,000, total profit $18,000. 

‘Fidelio,’ three performances, gross 
$41,000, profit $8,000. 

‘Barber of Seville,’ three perform- 
ances, gross $43,500, profit $7,500. 

‘Carmen,’ six performances, gross 
$67,000, profit $7,000. 

‘Gotterdaemmerung,’ four perform- 
ances, gross $52,000, profit $7,000. 

‘Cavalleria Rusticana’ and ‘Pagli- 
accl,” four performances, gross $51,- 
500, profit of $6,500. 

‘Rigoletto,” three performances, 
gross $38,500, profit $5,500. 

‘Don Giovanni,’ two performances, 
gross $29,500, profit $5,500. 


Operas presented last season which 
were omitted from this season's 
repertoire were ‘Mignon,’ ‘Meister- 
singer,’ ‘Orfeo ed Euridice,’ ‘Romeo 


let Juliet,” ‘Gioconda,’ ‘Boris Godun- 





‘Daughter of Regiment,’ three per- 
formances, gross $41,000, profit $5,000. 

‘Otello,’ two performances, gross 
$29,000, profit $5,000. 

‘Lucia di Lammermoor,’ two per- 
formances, gross $29,500, profit $5,000. 

‘Bartered Bride,’ three perform- 
ances, gross $37,000, profit $4,000. 

‘Un Ballo in Maschera,’ four per- 


| formances, gross $49,800, profit $2,000. 


‘Lakme,’ two performances, gross 
$23,000, profit $2,000. 

‘Rheingold,’ one — performance, 
gross $14,000, profit $2,000. 

‘Aida,’ four performances, 
$46,500, profit $1,500. 

The Losers 

‘Alceste,’ five performances, gross 
of $41,000, loss of $21,000. 

‘Pelleas et Melisande,’ two per- 
forrnances gross $13,500, loss $10,500. 

‘Don Pasquale,’ four performances, 
gross of $34,500, loss $10,000. 

‘Rosenkavalier,’ five performances, 
gross $48,500, loss $8,500. 

‘Madame Butterfly,’ five perform- 
ances, gross $49,500, loss $7,500. 

‘Samson et Dalilia,’ two perform- 
ances, gross $17,500, loss $6,500. 

‘Trovatore,’ four performances, 
gross $43,000, loss $5,000. ‘ 


gross 


off,’ ‘Simon Boccanegra,’ ‘Tosca’ and 
‘Traviata.’ é 

Singers on the Met roster who 
were not heard during the season 
were Josephine Antoine, Jean Dick- 
enson, Muriel Dickson, Germaine 
Lubin, Dorothee Manski, Rose Pauly 
and Greta Stueckgold, sopranos; 
Kathryn Meisle, contralto; Paul Alt- 
house and Charles Hackett, tenors; 
Joel Berglund and Carlo Morelli, 
baritones, and Virgilio Lazzari, Pom- 
pilio Malatesta, Leon Rothier and 
James Wolfe, bassos, 


New B.O. Draws 


Of the new singers signed by the 
company, Germaine Lubin, French 
dramatic soprano, and Joel Berg- 
lund, Swedish baritone, did not ar- 
rive, while three, Stella Roman, Rou- 
manian soprano; Francesco Valen- 
tino, American baritone, and Salva- 
tore Baccaloni, Italian comic basso, 
proved boxoffice attractions, and will 
in all probability be reengaged. 
Alexander Sved, Hungarian baritone 
brought over to replace the indis- 
posed Tibbett, failed to click, while 
Elsa Zebranska was heard too in- 
frequently to get a line on her cap- 
abilities. 

The season's highlight was the tre- 
mendous success scored by Robert 
Weede, American ex-Radio City Mu- 
sic Hall baritone, in the title role 
of ‘Rigoletto’ two weeks ago. The 
question as to whether Lawrence 
Tibbett, America’s foremost baritone 
could successfully make a comeback 
after a severe vocal illness, also at- 
tracted the curious, and the contin- 
ued popularity of German opera, de- 
spite the war in Europe, and a slight 
curbing of the number of these pre- 


sentations on the part of an ever- 
cautious management, were other 
features. 


The Met will close its season with 
a 34-performance tour of Baltimore 
(3), Boston (12), Cleveland (8), New 
Orleans (3), Dallas (4), Atlanta (3) 
and Rochester, N. Y. (1), ending on 
May 5. 








College Show 








ONE ON THE HOUSE 


(HARVARD) 
Boston, March 21. 


95th annual production of the Hasty Pud- 


ding Club of Harvard University, in two 
j} acts, 15 scenes; staged by Ted Fetter; 
dances directed by Willlam R. Holbrooke; 


if this be the means of re-introduc- | 


ing her to the cinema lords. It’s a 
struggle all the way for the erst- 
| while cutey of the sprockets, now 
| transformed to the fluttering come- 
| dienne of the Billie Burke order. As 
}an indication of what she goes 
| through, first-act running nearly an 
| hour, loads her down with speeches 
|; consuming most of the stanza. In 
| the second frame she’s missing alto- 
| ether. That's the type of playwrit- 
}ing she must contend with, albeit 
| With spirit and dramatic fervor. Hol- 
lywood, though sympathetic to her 
| comeback, will wonder how she ever 
|consented to do this inane play be- 
fore those who knew her as a front- 
line film name in the silent era. 

Her supporting cast is as bad as 
the script of Robert Davidson, his 
maiden effort. They're strictly of 
the little theatre stripe and none 
rises above mediocrity. 

Yarn deals with a covey of yip- 
| ping dames at a house party who 
|make it tough for an estranged pair 
to kiss and make up with their gos- 
sippy Helm. 


| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


; | 1c 
ealOusies 





|ton Common 


| 
| 


poking topical fun at a wide assort- 
ment of things, people and places. 
For devotees of collegiate cutups and 
male linegirls this is a good buy. 
When it hits the road, March 29, 
New York, Princeton, Pittsburgh, 
Detroit, Rochester, N. Y., and Pough- 
keepsie will have a chance to ogle 
this year’s crop of ‘beauties.’ 

Book carries the action from Bos- 
to Salt Lake City, 
where an alumnus, just sprung from 
Harvard, buys an old hotel, remodels 
it, is duped by a shady business part- 
ner, who, in turn, is fleeced by three 


| sharpies who are elders in the ‘Yes- 


terday Saints’ church. Many of the 
tunes that accompany this crook’s 
tour are hummers, especially true of 
the second act numbers. There are 
more clever gags in lyrics than in 
the book, and credit for this goes to 


| Franklin J. Tyler and Ed. Zimmer- 


Iman 
Nn, 


musical direction and arrangements, Leroy 
Anderson; book, Bancroft G, Davis, Jr., 
’41; Willlam B. D. Putnam, °41; Lemuel 
Bannister, Jr., '41; music, Sherwood tol- 
lins, Jr., °41; Philip Kadison 41; Robert 
H, Coleman, °42; lyrics, Franklin J. Tyler, 
’41; Kadison, Edward J, P. Zimmerman, 
‘41; Davis and Rollins. At Civic Reper- 
tory, Boston, March 21, °41; $2.75 top. 
Policeman...... George E. Putnam, Jr 
| J. Trasker Bellows George L. Blackman | 
| Harvey Bradley...... Gardiner H. Pierson 
Marjorie Barnard.,.....Robert H. Coleman 
i ree William E. Chambers 
Matthew....cecccccesesss... George R. Clay 
is See ee eee cevcccece Henry P. King, Jr. 
| UB 4- os0000 ceoceveccoecs Richmond Holder 
SOMEDEL TONGB. 666 vcccccccscess Robert Bacon 
Hotel Clerk..... Prescott F. Huidekoper, Jr. 
Ae OR eee ere John C. Glidden 


| Professor Clutch..........Charles H. 





| ‘One on the House’ keeps the record 


Mrs. Hubbard...Aubrey Van W. Gould, Jr. 
“d Harvard Man's Wife..Robert Winsor, ILI 
3d Harvard Man's Wife....Eugene Wulsin 
Stern 
House Detective......William FE, Chambers 


‘It Isn’t Done’ (Coleman and 
Tyler), ‘I Don’t Know Where I Am’ 
(Kadison and Zimmerman) and ‘J 
Can’t Get Over You’ (Rollins and 
Tyler) are the best hunks of fun in 
lyrics. Among other items that get 
needled are BMI, double features, 
Eleanor Roosevelt, assorted film 
actors and colleges. 


sia 


Ladies of the Ensemble: Ryozo Arai, Standout in the music department 
Walter D. Brooks, Jr., Jacob Dana,|is Rollins, whose ‘I’m Not in the 
Aubrey VanW. Gould, Jr., Nelson R. | Mood.’ ‘One on the House’ and 
Knox, Jr., Malcolm Thompson, Ross | ‘Sw t D Pica he h : hlights 
Whittier, Jr., Robert Winsor, III, weet Dreaming’ are the highlig 


Eugene Wulsin. 
Gentlemen of the Ensemble: S. Stuyvesant 
Fish, Benjamin O, Gardiner, John C. 
Glidden, Joseph R, Hamlen, Jr., Ferdi- 


nand L. L. Pecci-Blunt, Prescott ¢C. 
Pervere, Charies S. Putnam,: George E., 
Putnam, Jr., Archibald L. Ruprecht 


Richard Speidel, John H. Wuisin, 





The Harvard boys have set them- 
selves a fairly high standard of en- 
tertainment in their Hasty Pudding 
shows of the past three seasons, and 





unspoiled, Like ali recent Pudding 
productions, it is a travesty on mu- | 
sical comedy and a medium for j 


of a credible score. 


Like most Hasty Pudding shows, 
this one lacks the stimulus of a few 
good specialties to break up the rou- 
tine of song-and-dance. However, 
this year the Club has uncovered 
one such turn that surpasses any 
presented under these auspices in 
many a year. Charles H. Stern's 
‘Professor Clutch’ is a gem of a 


monolog. Possibly inspired by Rich- 
ard Haydn’s ‘Mr. Carp,’ this lad 
turns out a really hilarious im- 


personation of an antiquated, but 
(Continued on page 55) 


ges, 
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Gems, 


Wednesday, March 26, 1941 
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VARIETY 
Paris 


CHATTER 53 





ing over duties of Burt Champion, | 
now with Lynn Farnol’s new pub- | 
licity setup. 


weeks now and combo finally came | 
up last Thursday (20). 
Jose Iturbi cancelled Svria Mosque | 


Broadway Hollywood 




















; Chin Lee, 1604 Broadway, and | " _ | concert last Tuesday (18) at last 
Gus Eyssell’s bad cold. Chin’s, 1506 Broadway, twin chow- Vichy government to produce anti- minute and Josef and tosina Gloria Swanson arrived from New 
Hal Danson back from Florida. meinery operations, in petitions for | alcohol film. Lhevinne subbed for him. York, 
-j arrangement, offering 25‘0 settle- New tenor Darene debuted at Paris en ’ 

Hume Cronyn off on a Caribbean oti eeate Hay + . er ae ooo Frank Craven scored a hole-in-one 

ovules mae. ee $42,000 and $52,-| Opera in ‘Barber of Seville.’ Oe ee Canin’ 
: : ; respectively. | Ar Paviova’ homaged ‘ a | nig : 

Boris Morros in town for story i thi act | nna saviovas memory homage L k t ay dl Edward Churchill opened his own 
material. seare Wate fae ae De at the Russian Church, rue Daru. | 00 0 agio publicity office, 

C. C. Moskowitz has deferred his| Luna Park starts the new season Max Portmann is new head of In- [continued from page 7a, FE8” R ning baking out a case of 
trip to Florida. | Easter Sunday (April 13). Now un- | formation, succeeding Tixier Vignan- a F wa 4 — nee ol. 

Charlie Burton to Bahamas in two der new management, the customary court. your eyes after an average gam 500 . ( / - nae vig tog 280 acres of 
weeks for a vacation. | gate tap has been abolished. ‘Saltimbanques’ back at the Moga- feet away. E - .T a ‘heck @ j y 

J | ; : > aoe neelp ead . a . . : ernest Truex back from New r] 

Bill Danziger, of Métro’s h.o., left| King Vidor and John P. Marquand, dor with Andre Bauge, tenor, head What I mean is—what about radio? to check in at hepublic. ilies oe 
Friday (21) for Havana. | accompanied by their wives, spent /"8 cast. . Of all the various fields, radio is Ginger Rogers get her final di- 

Harry Link (Feist) building a the weekend in Boston going over | — Well-known Avenue Henri Martin closest to the movies Like the vorce from Lew Ayres. 

s . Long Island home locales of Marauand’s novel, ‘H. M.|in Auteuil renamed Avenue Jean eae eee cues” : ; George Bart‘rr celebrate -. & 
north shore mong 48:8n . Pulham Esq . Vidor will direct film- Chiappe movies, it must aim at the masses 1rCOryre ar r celebrated his 50th 

Dr. Ralph Benatzky, Viennese! ization of ‘Pulham’ for Metro. Studio Oe thee of “enenteli’ Gee Like the movies, it must provide en-  Weadarin® an an ce ‘ 
composer, to the Coast April 15. ings +  tertainment rather than education. richer aman, wf. newsreel 


unshuttered with 








C. L. Oswald leaves this week on | old French pict, executive, was divorced in Reno. 























ks’ trip for Paramount ‘Vignes du Seigneur.’ | Like the movies, it must avoid reality Rosemary Lane starting on an- 
s ] . | oo . ’ | x 9 c 2S. j > ave - 
° gee ane an. F Al Brackmans N Y Nite Biz Reports that Bernard Shaw’s ‘St. like the plague. Like sae mew IES, it — wee tour of the midwest. 
(Robbins) to Nassau on honeymoon. | - * Joan’ may be filmed in France, with | must provide escape literature. P ichel Kraike resigned as assSO- 
William A. Scully, Universal's, Continued from page ! Jany Holt cast as Joan, | Even the techniques are similar. oo ae ot Cone — 
sales chief, back in N.Y. from Flor-| wen: ; Edmond Rostand’s ‘L’Aiglon’ may Only the stage can give a closer ap-| way on one-picture deal at Pars 
ida. the class east side joints don’t need be given at the Marignan, Paris, in- proximation of story-in-dialog, and mount . ; walla 
a ~ Breage: Bg we rd any lure; ye customers make | stead of the Comedie Francaise. | certainly radio is much closer to the Ann Ronell, composer, undergoing 
With the sea their own fun; that an ‘attraction’| Spanish producer Alphonse Gim-| ovies in ease of movement and in Physical checkup in Santa Barbara 
more. —e Blondell) would attract the ‘wrong’ patronage, | eno plans to do a French-Spanish pic | ¥ hospital. 
~~ 8 og < Ming ad ~ booed etc. |in Marseilles entitled ‘Don Diego.’ pe +9 Capt. James Roosevelt checked 
— urns a : ; Yella Peres, at the Mente Corts | Stage actress Jacqueline Porel,! Besices, the stage can afford to be, out of the hospital following a minor 
| “harlie Burke, on the road for | 4; : , | who’s been on Broadway stage, mar-|and often is, controversial and | operation. 
Charlie , did fairly well for a spell with Ethel | ,; “ee ‘ : a x en : Bobby C ll = 
Fortune Gallo, has returned to} wa, 5 tai Semele. ton Sena | Tied to picture actor Francois Perier. | thought-provoking—darn poor box- | onan y onnolly returned from 
town. : oman” “> — a ‘ = h ~— | Fire broke out in Duke d’Aumale’s | office for radio and movies. or on tes > Honus Canes dirert- 
; E. Henry Lewis, of William Morris, | F'ske, who isn't the wow he was racing stables at Chantilly, but fire-| i aint Cilenin ees i ide we. Se te 7 ] a) 
legit dept., leaves for the Coast office when at the Savoy-Plaza. The Mo- | men intervened in time. Damages ; ae y , 4 . ath’s furl es back in town on 
i April 4. rocco similarly is going in for more | slight. | fenders hier Risto’ ay? ts = pA ng + Saye from the Cana- 
in i ac-|¢ ’ ’ i : = masses, huh? at abou olumbia : ° 
cpu te Ges aan, Mad acts,’ although that’s nothing new. | Reape J hee od has written BOW | et cceshen’? ent ainnesh Sisten. | David Hempstead and Ben Hecht 
p s ’ A somewhat desperation hypo last | Play, ‘Le Marche Noir’ (The Black | mapas edie” | trained in from New York to discuss 
Halliday. cemen sees Stn Perea Market’). Jany Armand Salacrou|er’s Playhouse’?.... 


inducting 
the DeMarcos into the spot. Ernie 
| Holst, long a fixture here as maestro, 
is again back for his nth return en- 
gagement, although successively two 
| ex-Holst men, 


— ‘a new picture. 
pec new play. pa , What about ‘The Free Company’ and | 

oreign press in Faris dinnered | aj] the rest’?....let me get this in 
at Champs Elysees Restaurant, with | S 
| Jean Luchaire, father of pic actress | 
| Corinne, presiding. | } 
heading their own * [Leo Lagrange, ex-minister 1 of radio for profit. 


of | . hae — 
Sports and Public Health, was killed| There are any number of radio 


at the front on June 9, at the age of ;men. who could toss off movie scripts ; 
| 39, it was announced recently. | like the morning cup of coffee. And | radio announcer. ; 
| Pierre Sabatier new head of do a Sturges on them, teo. But only | First DatLy Variety mugg to join 
| French radio services, replacing Jean yest 7 : | Uncle Sam’s army is Al Kuska, who 

; : vce" a few ever see a cubbyhole in Holly- | 
Masson, resigned. Jean Nohain is inka ak di | reports March 31, 
in charge of radio entertainment. |“90¢— 8? isregarding common) Ethel Butterworth checked out of 

Reported that Raimu has given S¢nse, the few who are called are , the Russell Birdwell office to join 
up all thoughts of working for Fran-| the ones who've written, sustaining | A. and S, Lyons, Inc. 
co-German producers in occupied’ shows, who haven't proved them-| . Samuel Broidy arrived from New 
zone. Fernandel, contrarily, de-!| selves on the commercial, mass ap- York to huddle with W. Ray Johnson 
cided he will. peal . on Monogram product. 

Germans now advertising in Paris an — | Tom Kennedy goes east with a 
papers for French workers willing to . ure . 1S is a beef. : ; | vaude unit when he finishes his cur- 
go to Germany; with preference to| Its a beef for radio writers in| rent film chore at Columbia. 
steel workers and farmers between general, for guys who know how to Eddie Dunn sprained ankle and re- 
the ages of 18 and 45. turn out stuff that placed by Olin Howland in Para- 


Ezra Stone tops Greek relief show 
(29) at Loew-Poli, 


Steven Vanderveer arrived from 
|New York for huddles on George 
fast: I'rn speaking of the general, not | iy Fit sme ial 
Ae ; . contract player 
the specific—of commercial programs, _at Warners, changed her film name 
to Susan Peters. 
Myra Bratton, film actress, filed 
_for divorce from Truman Bradley, 


Saturday night 
Bridgeport. 

J. Noble Braden, American Arbi- 
tration executive, back from a cross- 
country tour. 

Jerry Blanchard, Club 18 song- | , 
stress in voluntary kankruptcy, owes combos and with virtually the same 
$3,078, no assets. style of dansapation, tried it out but 

Carl Brandt ant wie, Gevet_ iM. | did only passably well. 
left last Thursday (20) for Sout ; 

American vacation. The Stork Stays Aloof 

Robert Schless, Warner Bros. for- Sherman Billingsley alone at his 
eign chief, due back from South/| Stork doesn’t go for the ‘attraction’ 


America next month. . : ; d 
Wanda Hawley, silent film star, is | idea, he being committed to the pol 


now Mrs. Charles Fulcher, wife of a |?°Y that he wants the patronage only 
Camden. N. Y., farmer. |of a representative cross-section, 
Wife of Bill Fadiman, Metro story | rather than any mass attendance. 
ed, in from Colorado over the week- | On personality draw, none dis- 
end for short visit with him. ries win f D; : at 
r ‘vans back from Coast | PUtes the b.o. lure o anny aye, 
SOEry SURO OR = . | Hildegarde and Amaya. Latter 


after assigning several new men to as 
exploitation in the far west. |the wonder draw of them all, in that | 








Ae ae ee 
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sells, who 


a 





Charles Mantea, of Equity’s staff, 
celebrated birthday last week but 
held out on the real number. 

Jack Dempsey held benefit for 
British-American ambulance corps 
at his restaurant Tuesday night. 

Mare Lachman’s nervous collapse 
on the Coast a shock to Broadway, 
where the publicist was well known. 

Elsie McKeogh, of McKeogh & 
Boyd agency, to Coast Friday (21) 


for huddles with H. N. Swanson, her | 


Hollywood rep. 

Mrs, Larry Schneider (Columbia) 
Pictures foreign publicity chief) suf- 
fered a broken ankle at Old Forge, 
N. Y., ski jump. 

Major Charlies H. Tebay, United 
Artists manager in Trinidad, arrived 
Monday (24) in New York for con- 
fabs with h.o. execs. 

Abbott and Costello cocktailed by 
Universal at 21 Club Monday (24). 
Now en route to the Coast to make 
“We're in the Navy Now.’ 

Roy Del Ruth, director, here to 
gander plays for film possibilities, 
also 0.0.’Ing talent. Robert Buckner, 
screen scrivener, dittoing. 

Samuel Wechsler has resigned as 
president and treasurer of Playmar- 
ket, Inc., author agency with offices 
in New York and Hollywood. 

Sen. J. Henry Walters. head of 
RKO’s legal department, back after 
vacation trip to Hawaii, which in- 
cluded business stopover at the 
Coast. 

Army plane in Times Square, used 
in recruiting drive, not hurting pub- 


lic interest in ‘I Wanted Wings,’ | 
opening today (Wednesday) at the} 
Astor. 


_R. D. Mockler has resigned as pub- 

licity director of the Hotel New 
Yorker to open his own publicity of- 
fices, Counsel, Inc., in Rockefeller 
Center. : 

Max Wilk, son of Jake Wilk. War- 
ner Bros. story exec. authored ‘Step 
Over Here Sister,’ Yale University 
drama aired Monday (24) on WICC 
and MBS. 

Rodney Bush to Miami for a two- 
week vacation. He’s 20th-Fox pub- 
licity chief in the east. E. W. Win- 
Bart back at 20th after a siege with 
shingles and two bad ankles. 

Jack Segal, Columbia’s manager of 
foreign exchange operations, recent- 
ly injured in an auto accident, much 
improved and may leave the hospital 
in the next 10 days. 

Eddie Schnitzer, 


eastern district 


sales manager for Warners, and the) 


missus are in Hollywood where their 
son, Gerald, a writer for Universal, 
was hitched Sunday (23). 
Sol Shapiro, William 
agency rep now in Rio, just sent up 
a roster of likely talent for U.S. mar- 
ket which Lou Wolfson and Bill 
Morris, Jr. are now going over. 
First all-English dialog picture to 
be made in Thailand, under the pa- 
tronage of the Siamese Government, 
entitled ‘King of the White Ele- 
eed opens at the Belmont April 


Mort Nathanson added to United 
Artists local publicity staff to handle 
Tadio and national mag contacts, tak- 


Morris 


|Proser was about to brush off his | 


Beachcomber (in the Winter Garden 
{theatre building), which had dipped 
| to a $2,500 gross. When he heard that 
Amaya was ‘the world’s greatest 
| flamenco dancer’ from Abe Last- 
|fogel (William Morris agency) and 
‘Sol Hurok, the concert impresario, 
he booked her in on the sole pre- 
mise that anybody who is ‘the 
| world’s greatest’—even if he’s only 
|the best pretzel-bender or 
Buffalo champ—s worth taking a 
chance on. It was a hazard at $1,000 
a week, plus percentage, but it so 


worked out that, from under $3,000, | 


the Beachcomber has been clocking 
over $10,000 gross a week in a lim- 
ited capacity room. So much So that 


the former no-cover, no minimum 
policy warranted a $2 minimum 
check (first time here); and from a 


loss the place has been $3,000 to $5,- 
000 on the profit side. 
By and large, the New York cafe 


scene sees the couvert or minimum 
joints suffering, unless the attrac- 
tion is there. Hildegarde, Amaya 


and Kaye are in $2 to $3.50 minimum 
(latter on Sat Ferry 


irdavc) 
ai Gay . 


spots 


dropped the couvert-minimum idea 
at the Monte Carlo, and both the 
Stork and Morocco have an elastic 
couvert, depending on who you are 
and whether you buy wine or a 75c 
drink—and chances are if you're a 
wine-buyer but not a known or regu- 


lar customer you'll get the couvert 
faster than the familiar who come 
n for a couple of h 

Versailles’ current Lou Holtz 
only a fair draw, whereas the just- 
closed John Boles gave the spot a 
better take than in some months 
Paul Draper-Sheila Barreit foll 


April 3 and then Joe E. Lewis comes 
in. 


Draft Takes Playboys, 
Dents N.Y. Nitery B.O. 


The class niteries, seeking a new 
alibi for off-business, point to the 
drafting of the young-men-about- 
town as a logical reason. The fol- 
lowing are a few who not only were 
nitery rounders but frequently 
headed up large cafe society parties, 
but now,are out of circulation under 
U.S. army or navy direction: 

Billy Livingston, Donald Livings- 
ton. Donald Andrews, Nicholas Ani- 
| keeff, Bobby La Branche, Bil] 
Plankinton, Jeff Kennedy, Bob 
Kidde, James McGuire, John Bond 
Rodgers, Winthrop Rockefeller, F 
D. Roosevelt, Jr., James Roosevelt, 
Elliott Roosevelt. Wooster Richard. 
Jimmy Stewart, Gene Tunney, 
Angier Biddle Duke, Sidney Kings- 
ley, et al. 


| Franco-South American film produc- 


off-to- | 


guys 
have technique and disciplined 
agination in the craft of writing. 

Not once in that article did the film 


‘Ces Dames aux Chapeaux Verts’ 
(‘Those Women with the Green 
Hats’) scoring big success at Odeon, 
Marseilles, with Marguerite Moreno, 
Line Noro, Jeanne Lion, Berthomieu | 
and Jacques Moncier. 

Rumored that French will send a 
semi-official mission to South Amer- 
ica to study means of exploiting | 
French films in the southern contin- 
ent and perhaps arrange to stimulate 


im- 


explore for writers. Not once! And 
yet it claims to be farsighted in this 
search for writers. 

The film industry is farsighted all 
right—but in the literal, ocular sense 
only. It needs glasses to give nor- 
tion. 

New association of Directors of 
Parisians Theatres just formed. with 
Robert Trebor, president; Gaston 
Baty, vice-president: Andre Ville- 
metz, secretary; Pierre Renoir, treas- 
urer. and Council formed by Victor 
Boucher, Pierre Fresnay and Maur- 
ice Lehmann. 


seek. 

Radio is the baby of them all. It 
came after the movies....Like most 
baby brothers, it gets ignored by the 
older brother. 

Take a look at the baby 
you guys in the film industry. 
bigger than you thought. 


brother. 
He's 





° I'm still simmering 
Pittsburgh Signature Withheld 
“a Ss eh he lL + Pa +} y ‘ 7 
By Hal Cohen P.S.—(I'd like to see this printed 
But if you do, please leave off 
n ne >RRawd that } | 

KDKA hostess Betty Luce quitting ny as ae ig Sica ge Saag 
her job to become Mrs. Harold |" yee Ag lla  alc Ma 
Sager. ters tot Times’!) 

Mrs. John Walsh called to Provi- ~ oe 
dence, R.I., by serious illness of her | " | 
— Guitry’s ‘Aryanism’ 

The Tonv Confortis back from > ry y 
Florida vacation and ditto Ike Bro- §{——— (Continued from page 3———— 
warsky. 

Nitery singer Kay Marie Baird has Many Gallic admirers because of his 
joined Al Kavelin’s band as featured close, friendly relations with the 
vocalist. German authorities. It is hitting 

Marie McSwigan won't p.a. Kenny-  neare! the truth to say that the ma- 
wood Park this season for first time jority who think about Guitry at all 
in years. object to him on patriotic, and not 

Walter Stanley. the local orch racial, grounds and charge him with 
leader, will be a pappy some time hiding his Jewish antecedents be- 

é ( cause it might get him in trouble 

I zz. : Hol} Week with his ‘newly found Ge , 
(A 7) S yeal th revival of Pek, 

-, da t Prince : -_ = 

\ - nt Shee 1 booked for May G ae Vv gave a list of his ancesto! 
Beegle lo. Hall lecture recently and wrote that he had 
series next st ‘given the authorities of occupation 

The e ( ‘ Be Amdur also all the absolute proofs of his Aryan 
nanaging brother's jewelry biz dur- origins.” His proofs go as far back 
ng lat illnes: as 1772. He said that he has shown 

Toni Spitzer back to Disney office | proof that his mother was not a Rus- 
. one Joe MOGSENAR BOW FF | cian Jewess, which ‘defamers’ 

r ‘Fantasia here. : 
ag Ry 3roudy’s lad, Leonard, has charged. 
taken a job with a Newport News, | ae tL , 

Va.. derartment store. } Guitry Due in U. S&S. 

Lilyan Goldberg, dotter of Beaver Francophiles in America look upon 

Halls exhib, has announced her en-' sacha Guitry, Lilian Harvey and, 


gagment to Fred Oliker. 
Fredric March in ‘Hope for Har- 
vest’ will wind up ATS subscription 
series at Nixor April 28 
Shriners have bought Playhouse’s 
production 7 


Louis Jouvet’s imminent departures 
from Europe as a major keynote that 
all not well in France, even for 
those artists supposedly per- 
sona grata with either the Berlin or 
Vichy governments. 


iS 
very 
of ‘Mornings at 7’ for one 


performance at 4,000-seat Syria Mos- 


~— Reeves Cochran's original play Miss Harvey, who speaks English 
: eves cn! is rigine ay, re 

‘Reg w nged Blackbird’ being done and German with equal facility, and 
at Jane Ellen Ball's Studio of Thea- Guitry, who was something of a 
tre. sacred cow to the Franco-German 


Martha Raye told newspapermen ‘artistic directors’ in occupied France, 


— she Peer Hem icy Neal Leas are due in the U. S. Miss Harvey is 

+ nore satis ae. 5 reported in Lisbon now, awaiting de- 
Yecht Club crew has been play- parture Jouvet goes to South 

ling Jackie Heller's draft number for | America first en route to the U. S. 


| mount’s 


industry mention radio as a field to| 


mal vision of all there is to see and | 


‘Buy Me That Town.’ 
Charles W. Koernor, RKO district 
theatre manager, was appointed to 
the Los Angeles Fire Commission. 
H. Bruce Humberstone back from 
Sun Valley with winter backgrounds 


‘for his next Sonja Henie picture at 


20th-Fox. 

Jeanette MacDonald was invited to 
be guest of honor at the annual din- 
ner of the Women’s Press Club in 
Washington. 

Ken Adams left the Metro pub- 
| licity staff to take over editorship of 
|his father’s weekly, the Lompoc 
i} (Cal.) Record. 

Walter Wanger hopped off to Den- 
ver to deliver an address to the 
Rocky Mountain Screen Club at its 
25th anniversary March 28. 

Leon Belasco, film comic, filed suit 
for $500 against Eddie Cherkose and 
Jacques Press, songwriters, demand- 
ng an accounting of the song, ‘Chick- 
ee-Chee,’ as co-author. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 


Howard Gould new United Artists’ 


alesman. 

George Crane, Cambridge, Minn. 
exhibitor, in the army now 

Sol Yeager here from Omaha to 
bcome Universal head booker. 

Joe Podoloff, 20th-Fox branch 
manager, back from Florida. 

Eddie Gallaher and Bob Campbell, 
WCCO announcers, expect draft 
calls shortly. 


Harold Fields, independent circuit 
owner, back on job after extended 
vacation in the south 


Norman Pyle, M-G exploiteer, has 
broken wrist sustained when he slip- 
ped on icy pavement 

Annual Northwest Sportsmen's 
Show scheduled for Auditorium nine 
days, starting April i2. 

Marjorie, daughter of ‘Hy’ Chap- 
man, Columbia branch manager 


wedded to Byron Shapiro 
Bill Evidon, Columbia office man- 


ager, escaped injury, but his new 

car was smashed up in accident. 
M-G first among exchanges in 

Film Bowling league. which has 


ended season and distributed prizes 
at banquet. 

Cress Smith, RKO western divi- 
sion sales manager, here with Leo 
Devaney, Ned Depinet drive leader, 
for sales meeting. 

Builders’ Show at Auditorium had 
LaSalle Trio, Billings and Betty, Bea 
and Bros., plus others and bathing 
beauty chorus for stage entertain- 
ment. 

Sid Gillman, son of Dave and 
brother of Irving, local exhibitors, 
and former member of Ohio State 
grid coaching staff, named Dennison 
college, Ohio, head coach. 

‘Buzz’ Bainbridge, son of late A. G., 
veteran local showman and one-time 
mayor, and Marie Gale, long drama- 
tic stock leading lady, is making 
show biz start with part-iime Alvin 
Theatre job while attending U. of 
Minnesota, 
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OBITU 


' JOHN D. WILLIAMS 





John D. Williams, associate of 
Charles Frohman and A. L. Er-| 
langer in the production of many 
Broadway legit successes, died of a) 
heart attack at the home of a sis- 
ter in Riverdale, N. Y., Saturday 
night (22). He was around 55. 

Among Williams*® more prominent 
stage productions was ‘The Copper- 
head,’ by Augustus Smith, produced 
on Broadway in 1918 with Lionel 
Barrymore as star. ‘For the De- 
fense, ‘Three of a Kind,’ ‘Toby’s 
Row’ and ‘Up to Nowhere,’ in 1919, 
were also produced by him. 

Maude Adams had been under his 
management, in association with 


IN FOND MEMORY OF 
MY GOOD FRIEND 


F. B. HAVILAND 


WHO DIED 
MAKCH 29TH, 1932 


JERRY VOGEL 





Gustave and Charles Frohman, Wil- 
liams later suing Miss Adams for 
services he claimed to have given 
her in persuading her return to the 
stage in 1931. 

One of Williams’ most notable suc- 
cesses was ‘Rain,’ which he produced 
with Jeanne Eagles’ as the star. It 
was in ‘Rain’ that Miss Eagles 
achieved her greatest success as 
Sadie Thompson. 

Williams also presented ‘Our Bet- 
ters, ‘Three for Diana,’ plays by 
Pinero, Maugham and _ Bernard 
Shaw, Mrs. Fiske in ‘Erstwhile .Su- 


san; John Barrymore in Galsworthy’s | 


‘Justice’ and Richard Bennett in 
*Zack.’ 
It was Williams who was credited 


as being among the first to discover 
Eugene O'Neill as a_ playwright. 
O’Neill’s ‘Beyond the Horizon’ re- 
ceived its first Broadway production 
under the aegis of Williams in 1920. 
In 1929, the producer’s wife, Jane 
Brown professionally, died from the 
strain of caring for her husband, 
who had become ill that year. 
manager soon went into decline. 


One of his last stage productions 
was ‘Pagan Lady,’ starring Lenore | 


The 


ARIES 


JUDITH LOWRY 


Judith Lowry, 65, stage and radio 
actress, prominent for her interpre- | 
tations of mother roles, died after 
a long illness March 21 at the home 
of her son, Dr. Roswell Lowry, in 
Cleveland. 

Mrs. Lowry, who appeared with | 





| Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne in | 
| ‘Beyond the Horizon,’ was the mother | 


in the original stage production of 
‘Seventeen.’ Born in Boscobel, Wis., 
she had played in the NBC dramatic 
serial. ‘Valiant Lady,’ for General 
Mills and recently acted on the Na- 
tional Farm and Home Hour. ‘Arnold 
Grimm’s Daughter’ and ‘Mary Mar- 
lin’ are other programs on which she 
had performed. 

Three brothers and a sister also 
survive. 





TOM POGUE 
| Tom Pogue, 65, stage and screen | 
| actor, died March 21 in Hollywood | 
after a short illness. Veteran of | 
legit and vaudeville, Pogue entered 
| pictures seven years ago as a char- 
acter player. Among his recent films 
were ‘Lloyds of London,’ ‘Foreign 
Correspondent,’ ‘The Letter,’ ‘Citi- 
zen Kane,’ ‘Back Street’ and ‘Meet 
| John Doe.’ 

Surviving are his widow, formerly 
known on the stage as Jean Russell, 
and their son, Bert Jackson, manager 
of a theatre in Miami, Fla. In pri- 
vate life, Pogue was Thomas Pogue 
Jackson. 











HARRY T. SMITH 
Harry T. Smith, 58, who represent- 
'ed Variety in Tacoma and Seattle 





Bills Next Week 


(Continued from page 48) 


| Patricia Willis 
| Boogle-Woogte Club 


Roog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Buddy Blaine 
Tubby Miller 
Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Betty Smiley 
Art Schamberg 
Pat Dennis 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
EI Chico 
Don Mario Ore 
Kirsten Danc 
Kirk & Madelyn 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Treacher Ore 
Sandy Davidson 
Marian McGarrity 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel Ith Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Evergreen Gardens 
Red Clarke Ore 
Ebbie Schaub 
Paula Harvey 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Ted Blake 
Men About Town 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
tita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 
Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Billy Cover 
Marianne Kreig 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 





| for the past seven years, died March 
|17 at his home in Seattle. A news- 


In Memory of My Darling Boy 


FRANK N. HEARN 


March 26, 1932 
I thank my God upon every remem- 
brance of you. Mother, Julia Knox. 


| 





| 


| paperman in one form or another 
| most of his life, he had been ailing 
| for some time. 

| His widow is chief clerk of a Na- 
| tional Selective Service Board in 
| Seattle. 


RAFAEL CANSINO 
Rafael Cansino, 53, of the Can- 


Ulric, in which Franchot Tone had | Sino family of Spanish dancers, died 


a bit part. 


es 


HERMAN A. DE VRY 


Herman A. De Vry, 65, for 27 years | 


| of influenza March 18 in Hollywood. 
Death was unexpected as Cansino 


j}had been preparing for a dancing | 


|tour of Mexico. 


a manufacturer of motion picture | Rafael’s father, Antonio, has been 


equipment and credited with many 


| long known in Spain and the Latin- 


inventions in the field, particularly | American countries for their danc- 


on 16 mm., died in Chicago March 23 
of a heart attack induced by over- 
exertion while bowling. A close as- 
sociate of Lee De Forest, inventor of | 
the vacuum tube, De Vry pioneered 
pic- 
From plans drawn 
by De Forest he was said to have 
built one of the first talking projector | 


in the manufacture of motion 
ture apparatus. 


units. 


Born in Germany, De Vry’s ane | 
ventiveness stemmed from his ex- 
perience in designing illusion devices | 
for Thurston and other magicos in 
Later, he took tech- 
nical courses in night schools and ex- 
perimented with films in penny ar- 


the early 1900s. 


cades. 


Intensely interested in visual edu- 
cation, De Vry formed a comprehen- | 
sive educational library on motion 
Bulk of the 
material was composed of his own | 


films as early as 1918. 
productions. 


which eventually became the 
tional Conference on Visual Educa- 
tion. Through his efforts, De Forest 
Training, Inc., a technical trade 
school for motion picture and radio, 
was established. 


De Vry’s manufacturing firm un- 
derwent many 
Founded in 1914 as the De Vry Corp.., 
it was acquired by the Q.R.S. Player 
Piano Roll Co. in 1929. Two years 
later he left the Q.R.S.-De Vry or- 
ganization and launched Herman A. 
De Vry, Inc., which later became the 
De Vry Corp. 


Among his mdny industry contri- | 


butions were the De Vry News Reel 
‘A’ motion picture camera in 1925; 
the De Vry 16 MM ‘G’ projector in 
1927; the De Vry public address sys- 
tem in 1931; a sound recording cam- 
era in 1932, and many similar de- 
vices. Last year he produced a series 
of 40 educational sound films known 
as ‘Filmsets in World Geography.’ 


Surviving are his widow, two sons, 


William C. and Edward B. De Vry, | 
and a daughter, Mrs. Emma Carlson. 


corporate changes. | 


| ing. 
AL LEVY 

Al Levy, 80, whose Los Angeles 
restaurant was patronized by the 
profession for a quarter of a cen- 
| tury, died March 24 in Hollywood 
following an operation. 

He ciaimed to have originated the 
oyster cocktail. 


CHARLES CORWIN 
Charles Corwin, stage performer, 
| whose true name was C. C. Mc- 
| Meehan, died in Chicago Feb. 24. 
Interment was in his native Car- 
| thage, Ill. 


——_——_— 


THOMAS P. CROWLEY 
Thomas P. Crowley, 50, 
| minstrel comedian, died March 21, 
| after a long illness. 

Survivors include widow, son and 


In 1925 he founded the | mother. 
Summer School of Visual Education, 
Na- | 


Kalman B. Choos, 53, brother of 


George Choos, legit and vaude pro- | 


ducer, died in New York March 22 
of pneumonia. Besides his brother, 
he is survived by widow and 12- 
year-old son, 


Charles Parkhurst, 55, stage elec- 
_trician, Rochester, N. Y., died March 
| 15 from injuries suffered in an auto 
|accident. Parkhurst, at the time of 
bw death, was house electrician at 


the Century theatre, Rochester. 


Maurice Fine, 45, motion picture 
costumer, died March 18 in Holly- 
| wood after a heart attack. Surviving 
{is his widow, Patricia Perkins, 
'screen actress. 

Mother, 86, of Alex Moore, partner 
in Pittsburgh's Mt. Oliver Amus Co., 
| died at her home in that city March 
16 after a long illness. 


Father, 69, of John McCormick, art 





16 in Hollywood. 


| Gil 


The family, currently headed by | 


former | 


Beachcomber 
iNve Mayhew Ore 
Phelan 
Dave Forman 
Chico Simone 
| Elaine Jordan 
Digitanos 
Rarbara 


Ore 


Belmonte 


Boots McKenna Rev 


Blinstrub’s 
Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
| Ballatores 
Mitzi Lee 
| Casa Manana 
| Low Carter Ore 
| David Ballentine 
| Johnny McAtteer 
Wzonne & LaMarr 
| Brown & Snyder 
Frank Fontaine 
Club Mapfair 
Weeks Ore 
Bennett O 
Faye 
toyce 


| Ranny 
| Bernie 


Bolero 

rola Galli 
Dancing Debs 

George Libby Rev 


Club Vanity Fair 
'Kai Nira Ore 
;Stella Ray 

|Laura Lee 

i Byrnes & Wood 
Cocoanut Grove 
ickey Alpert Ore 
Rico Ore 
Rand 


Fazioli 


|M 
D 


on 


George Rev 

| Bernie 
Billy Paine 

| Nancy Gay 

| Martha Burke 

| MeKays 

|}Gary Leon 

Tut Mace 
(Melody Lounge) 

Rita Coughlin 

Newell & Steger 
Crawford House 

Pay Collins Ore 

Sally Keith 

Wallace Bros 

Jackie Whalen 

Wee Willie Dee 
Fox & Hounds 

Milton George Orc 

Hi-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 
Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 

| Dorothy Daniels 

|Art Ward 

Elwin Shaw 

| Hotel Brunswick 

| (Bermuda 





Babe Wallace 


(Sheraton Room) 


Stuart Frazier Ore 


(Oval Room) 
Lamb-Yocum 
Ice Parade 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Yokum 
Buddy Lewis 
Betty Wherton 
Murray Twins 
Walter Ridge 
Adele Henny 

Hotel Essex 


Terrace) 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 


Hotel Copley Plaza 


Ernest Murray Ore 


e-erry-Go-Round 

Bubbles Becker Orc 
Danny Bridges 

New Penn 
Joe Mowry Ore 
Rob Strieffler 
Teddy Ryan 

Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Samuels Bros 
Vivian 
I.a Temple 
Kretlow Dane 

Nut House 
Dale Harkness 
Ethel Hourigan 
Quits 

Ousis 


Loule Pope Ore 
Margie Kraber 


Orchard 
Jimmy Gamble Ore 
Jay Loring 
Chuck Miller 

Pines 


Bill LeRoy Ore 
Tony Rozance 
Ray Englert 

Redd's Cafe 
Curly Stewart Orc 
Eddie Myers 
Gerry Parks 
Billy Vilier 

Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Theodore & Denisha 
Jackie Heller 
Kaye & Kaye 
George Moore 
Manhattanettes 
Shirley Heller 

Sky-Vue 

Mickey Ross Ore 
Sky Pilots 

Union Grill 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 


Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Gordon & Sawyer 
Key Taylor 
Carmen 
3 Jerks 





BOSTON 


Billy Kelly 

Jack Manning 

Al Lewis 

Victor Donato 

Adele Corey 

Rita Henderson 
Hotel Lafayette 

| Noblemen 

| Jerry Salisbury 

Hotel Lenox 

(Blue Train) 
Field Ore 

Parrish 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 

Harry Marshard O 

Johnny Turnbull 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Ruom) 

Vaughn Monroe Ore 

Marilyn Duke 

Ziggy Talent 

Joe Carney 

Bobby Nichols 

(Cafe Rouge) 


Johnny 
Deone 


Hotel Westminster 
(Blue Room) 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
|Trop'l Serenaders O 
Harry Drake Rev 
Don & R Marshall 

Fran Urban 

Hildin 

Estelle Shevlin 
Ken 

Mack Ore 

Howard 


Billy 
Russ 
Rex & 
Kleanor Knott 
Latin Quarter 

Tony Bruno Ore 
Don Dudley Ore 
Harry Spear 
Princess Oreiia & P 
y, June & Penny 
Chas & J Brewster 
Latin Ballet 
tadio Herb Lewis 

Steuben’s 

(Vienna Room) 

Lew Conrad Ore 
Doris Abbott 
Ruthania & Malcolm 
Edna Mae 
Edna Wallace 
Billy & Irene 
Canary Circus 
Paul Winik 
Alice O'Leary 

The Cave 
|Ralph Porras Orc 
|} Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Doris Abbott 
Edna Mae 
Marcheta 
Adrians 

Tie Toe 
Ernie Bell Ore 
Pen Ford Rev 
Sweety Pie 
Screene & Johnson 
|} Ken Brilliant 
Tremont 


Al Tory Orc 





Plaza 


Versailles 


Bobby Hacket Ore 
Kay Doyle 

Helen Morgan 
Carol Dennison 
Pritchard & Lord 
Woodie & Betty 
Jane Matthews 
Connie Love 
Johnny. Andrews 








out of contract. 





Albany’s Kenmore Hotel wanted 
to hold over George Hall a third 
week so Manager Paul Bromley of 
Brunswick Hotel, Boston, let Hall 


Then Harry Moss 


| of MCA contacied Tim Gale for 


available band, and Gale cancelled 
| Ella Fitzgerald out of his Savoy 


| Ballroom, New 


York City, 


so she 


could play her third return engage- 


title chief of Universal, died March | ment at Brunswick (24) in four 
} months, 








Salvy Cavicchio Ore | 


| pecially 


Betty Powers | 





| tinued 
| became a major enterprise, and there 


| cial 
time which can be sold, and ‘other- | 














FCC Jaundiced 








so-called conservative minority. Will- 
ingness of Commissioner George 
Henry Payne to see the study made 
occasioned surprise, though he has 
been universally regarded as shar- 
ing the idea that the Commish 
should use its regulatory power to 
bring about social and economic 
changes. Payne reputedly questions 
whether the press can be forbidden 
to have a stake in radio without run- 
ning afoul of the Constitution or, in 
any event, getting additional in- 
structions from Congress. 


In some quarters, the order was 
construed as a compromise between 
the Case-Craven faction and the 
New Dealers (Commissioners Paul 
A. Walker and Fred I. Thompson 
and Chairman James L. Fly). To 
some observers, it appeared like a 
face-saving gesture and a tip that 
the monopoly report will be entirely 
silent on this issue, which has 
troubled the Commish” for four or 
five years besides causing occasional 
flurries in Congress. 

Regulators’ hand reportedly was 
forced by the Law Department, 
which has become very aggressive 
about reforming the industry under 
the direction of the new pair of head 
men, Telford Taylor and Joseph 
Rauh. Action is said to have fol- 
lowed a recommendation that all 
FM applications from publishers be 
placed on a hook for a fixed period 
—generally a year—pending the de- 
cision whether public interest is in- 
jured or benefited by such close re- 
lations between the two media of 
communication. 


The Commish explained that its 
action was prompted by ‘the in- 
creasing number of applications by 
newspapers’ for FM. Yet, the state- 


ment and official order both referred | 


to the newspaper ownership matter 
as it involves existing standard sta- 
tions. 

On the general subject of anti- 
monopoly policy, President Roose- 
velt is rumored to have told Chair- 
man Fly recently (Fly has had two 


White House appointments in a short | 


time) that he wants to discuss and 
ponder the proposals for stringent 
regulation of business practices and 
suggested means of bringing about 
greater competition in broadcasting. 
He is represented as believing it 


would be unwise to take any steps at | 


this time which would lead to a 
fight and hurt relations between the 
industry and the Administration, es- 
in view of the 
‘unity’ to insure complete coopéra- 
tion in carrying out the national de- 
fense program. Accordingly, trade 
watchers believe the monopoly re- 
port will be put back in the closet 
for some time. 


Battle of words over whether ra- 


dio should be forced to pay some 
| special sort of privilege tax and 


| ought to be curbed to protect the | 
press has grown more furious with | 
National Association of Broad- 


the 
casters taking up the challenge of 
the International Allied Printing 
Trades Association. Meanwhile, the 
unions have sent open letters to sev- 
eral editors who dissented from the 
suggestion. 

Directly answering John B. Hag- 
gerty, head of the Bookbinders and 


| president of the I.A.P.T.A., Paul F. 


| 
Burns 


Peter, the N.A.B. research director, 


has sent out statistical data designed | 
| March 24, in Salisbury, N. C. Bride, 


to show that radio has created more 
jobs than it has jeopardized, 
newspapers and magazines have con- 
to grow since broadcasting 
is no basis for the labor leader’s 
charge of unfair competition. Coun- 
ter propaganda went to the publish- 
ers and editors whom Haggerty and 
his group expect to back their cru- 
sade for legislation imposing spe- 
taxes, limiting the amount of 


wise reducing radio competition with 
printed media. 


N.A.B. Data 


Explaining that the material can 
be used without bothering to give 
credit, the N.A.B. exec made avail- 
able in capsule form, readily di- 
gestible, information for editorial 
use. Included are figures showing 


| that ‘radio is a vast credtor of new 


employment,’ being directly respon- 
sible for 300,000 jobs; broadcasting 
industry’s payroll apparently touched 
$55,000,000 last year; outlay for re- 
ceivers, tubes, talent, time, etc., 
amounted to $950,000,000; radio sta- 
tions stir up public desire for more 
news and ‘radio cumplements, not 
replaces, the newspaper’; as the 
number of sets jumped from 400,000 
in 1922 to 50,197,000 last year, news- 
paper circulation has gone from 27,- 


| 790,656 in 1929 to 41,009,000 and mag- 


Continued from page 27 








| March 30, in Los Angeles. 


|of Eddie 
desire for | 


| March 24, in Los Angeles. 


the | 








Eye on Press | 





azine sales from 25,659,662 to 46,,- 
739,082. 


The Printing Trades Association 
made new efforts to stir up interest 
in its ideas, particularly in Con- 
gress, with a statement by Haggerty 
last week supplementing an open 
letter addressed to Editor & Pub- 
lisher, Printer’s Ink, and the Wall 
Street Journal. Publishers were 
urged to help check ‘further inva- 
sion of the advertising field by ra- 
dio.’ 

‘The Real Freedom’ 

‘The real freedom of the press will 
continue only so long as newspaper, 
magazine and periodical advertising 
is available at a fair price, or the 
reading public will agree to pay for 
such publications a price which will 
meet the costs otherwise met by ad- 
vertising,’ Haggerty declared. ‘The 
real freedom of the press is jeopar- 
dized when we find publishers, in 
many cases, forced through unfair 
competitive conditions in their trade 
areas to purchase at heavy costs ra- 
dio stations, thus becoming de- 
pendent upon the good will of a 
governmental agency to protect these 
investments, and, in order to insure 
the continued value of these radio 
investments, possibly subservient, 
even in their newspaper columns to 
the wishes of a conirolling and dum- 
inating governmental agency.’ 





MARRIAGES 


Kathrine Durstine to James R. 
Griswold, in Nashville, March 21, 
Bride’s the daughter of Roy S. Dur- 
stine, advertising executive. 

Donnie Eugene Boone to Phillips 
H. Lord, in New York, March 21, 
He’s the radio producer and actor. 

Iris Spitalny to Godfrey Lefton and 


Jean Spitalny to Simon Ackerman, 
in Cleveland, at double wedding 
ceremony March 23. Brides are 


| daughters of Maurice Spitalny, Pitts- 


burgh radio and dance orch leader. 

Ginger Jones to Lester Damon, in 
Chicago, March 20. Both are radio 
actors, 

Sylvia Linne to Al Brackman, May 
23, in Brooklyn, N. Y. He’s pub-ad 
director for Robbins, Feist and Miller 
Music; she’s non-pro. 

Gerald Schnitzer to Janet Feiler, 
Schnitzer, 
a writer at Universal Pix, is the son 
Schnitzer, eastern district 
sales manager for Warner Bros. 


Sterling Wright, program director, 


| WORD, Spartanburg, S. C., and Miss 


Virginia Burnette, March 15. 
Bert Lane to Martha Higdon, 
Saturday, March 22, in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Groom is assistant pro- 
gram director at KMBC, K. C. 
Hattie McDaniel to J. Lloyd Craw- 
ford, in Tucson, Ariz., March 21. 
Bride is the Negro screen actress 
Frances Marcelite Boles to George 
Perkins Yune, in Hollywood, March 


99 


22. Bride is the daughter of John 
Boles. 
Barbara McGee to Warren Mace, 


Both are 
in pictures, 


Sally Connon to Chet Schaeffer, 
March 22, in Las Vegas. Groom is a 


| Metro shorts subject producer. 


Mitzi Miller to Tommy Tucker, 
whose real name is Virginia Dare 
Miller, is an actress and native of 
Salisbury; Tucker, whose real name 
is Gerald L. Duppler, is a band 
leader. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Sims, son, in 
Chicag@ March 16. Father is mem- 
ber of WLS (Chicago) Rangers. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Rousseau, 
son, March 17, in New York. Father 
is on the radio production staff of 
Young & Rubicam agency. 


Dr. and Mrs. Frank <A. Mack, 
daughter, recently in Ft. Worth, 
Texas. Father is the son of the late 


Andrew Mack, legit and vaude actor, 
who died in 1931. 

Mr. and Mrs. Phil Seed, daughter, 
in New York, March i6. Father's 
a vaude comedian. 

Mr. and Mrs. Al Siegel, son, in 
Hollywood, March 19. Father is in 
music department at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Barbara 
Nickel, son, in Rochester, N. Y., last 


| week. Parents are aerialists. 


Dr. and 
daughter, 
Mother 


Mrs. Richard C. Durant, 
in Honolulu, March 20. 
was formerly Jayne Shad- 


‘duck, actress and aviatrix. 
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product but are prohibited by the 
exchanges. Latter in turn are hog- 
tied by local exhibs near the camps 
who are demanding a minimum of 60 
to 90 days clearance and in some 
cases 120 days. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt heaped 
further fuel on the flames of dissat- 
isfaction with a statement at her 
press conference last week. She in- 


Shows Worry. U. >. 


Continued from page 1 


formed reporters she was going to do | 


investigating of 
aspects in the Army camps and of 
the motion picture situation in par- 
ticular. She said the film offerings 
were bad. 

Poor attendance, plus the squawks 
of the recruits, plus Mrs. Roosevelt's 


some 


statement, has disturbed War De- 
partment officials and a thorough 


sociological | 


gandering of the situation is expected | 


within a week or two. It will be at 
a conference in Washington with 
reps of all the major companies and 
possibly. of the principal circuits. 
Army theatres have always been 


far behind commercial houses in 
showing films but it didn’t matter 
as long as the number of new re- 
cruits was small. After a boy has 


been in the Army for two or three 
months—long enough not to have 
seen the camp theatre’s offering be- 
fore he entered the service—every- 
thing’s okay. 
the flood of newcomers who have 
seen everything the Army Motion 
Picture Service can give them. They 


Trouble is caused by | 














tainment easy to ‘get for the soldiers 
are keenly interested in getting 
chains to cooperate in granting low- 
priced tickets. 


Possibility is that matter may be | 


discussed by execs of the major 


| chains, perhaps via the-Hays office, 


in the near future. 


Lytell-Sherwood Clarify 
Problem of Live Shows 


After an interchange of communi- 
cations between Bert Lytell, the 
Equity head, and Robert E. Sher- 
wood, who is on the eommittee for 
entertainment in the army’s training 
camps, a clearer idea of plans for 
stage shows has developed. Authori- 
atively stated that no regular’ pres- 
entations, either of plays or vaude- 
ville, are to be scheduled until the 
fall. Understood that army chiefs 
aim to concentrate on maneuvers, di- 
version for the men probably bein~ 
limited to outdoor sports, although 
pictures will be in the 
merous camp theatres. 

Sherwood explained that he com- 
mittee of which he is merely an ad- 
visory body and has no authority tc 
contract for shows. Upon his return 
from Washington about a week ago 
he stated, however, that the army 
heads had been convinced that stage 


shown 


nu- 


'shows should be a part of camp ac- 


make the oldsters who never before | 


noticed the age of films catch on and 
they're bellowing now, too. 
Exhibs’ Angle 
Exhibs in the neighborhood of the 


camps feel they have a legitimate 
reason for demanding clearance. 


They point out that the post thea- 
tres charge only 20c admish or l4ec 
when tickets are bought in blocks of 
10 (they are transferrable and the 
Army will take the $1.40 out of the 
soldier’s pay at the end of the month 
if he doesn’t have cash on hand). 
However some concentreted talk by 
circuit theatre execs of late may see 
a blanket cut-rate scaling for the 
U. S. shavetail or gob and his gal 
when away from camp or training 
snip. 


Army’s reply is twofold. First, it 


; number 


says, recruits make only $21 a month, | 


can't afford any higher admish and 
deserve the best. Also, the theatres 
are closely restriced to enlisted men, 
officers and their immediate families, 
and are in no way open to the pub- 
lic. 

Secondly, Army picture officials 
point out, private theatres near 
camps are experiencing tremendous 
increases in patronage regardless of 
whether soldiers attend. Camps have 
brought much business and many 
new residents to the communities 
and exhibs are greedy in wanting all 
the soldier trade, 

Camps, which 


too., 
are booked by the 
own Army Motior 
Picture Serv get choice films of 
all companies when clearance has 
expired. AMPS, headquartered in 
New York and_ with branches 
throughout the country, has an ar- 
rangement to view all major product 
and select what it wants. It plays 
everything flat rental, ranging 
from $10 to $25. 

Five changes of picture a week are 
made at the camps. Top pix are 
played Sunday and Monday, next 
best on Wednesday and Thursday 
third best on Tuesday, fourth best 
On Friday, while Saturday is re- 
served for double features of western 
and family type. Shows run a mini- 
mum nutes, including shorts 


Cut-Rate Idea Favored, 
But Not a Simple Task 


result of pressure, patriotism 
#nd other elements, cut-rates to pic- 
ture houses for men in uniform has 
become a live topic of discussion 
among both independents and some 
major chain representatives in New 
York. At informal gatherings inde- 
pendents broached matter of estab- 
lishing special rates for boys in 
khaki, some saying they often admit 
soldiers on the cuff when asked. 
Problem for chain theatre man- 
agers is not as simple. If and when 
idea of lower uniform rate goes be- 
yond talk stage, New York picture 
house managers would be able to 
make price concessions only on basis 
determined for the chain as a whole. 
Understood, also, that some chain 
reps feel that cuffo picture house 
admittance should be handled by 
special military organization which 
would, without too much red tape 
Okay those men who should be given 


Government's 


ice, 


on 


of 105 n 


As 


preferential treatment due to de- 
pendents, etc. 

Seve | idependents } feel 
¢ tror ‘ it m 


Originally they believed that 
would suffice. Prominent 
of the Playwrights suc- 
getting them to change 


tivity. 
pictures 
member 
ceeded in 
their views. 

It was also developed that funds 
would be ear-marked to build prac- 
tical theatres and stages and that a 
of so-called theatres now 
within the camps would be remod- 
eled and the proper stage equipment 
installed. Stated, too, that when’ a 
permanent committee on camp en- 
tertainment is named, professionals 
will be invited to participate. That 
is conceded to be important from 
the show angle. Some well knowns 


on Broadway have been puzzled that | 


Washington has not already acted in 
that direction. 
Sked Drive for Funds 

Lytell, who is devoting consider- 
able time to the camp situation, has 
advised Sherwood of various pro- 
posals for camp shows. Reported that 
a drive will start during spring for 
funds to be devoted to equipment 
for various service diversion, and 
that professionals, whether from the 


stage, radio or films, will be asked 
to make personal appearances or 
appear in benefit performances. 


That name individuals will be sought 
is indicated now, but it has been 
pointed out that unless the committee 
representative of 
how may be difficult to 
secure the desired entertainers. 

Such activities will prelude the 
hows expected to be routed next 
Tours of six weeks duration 
one set 
also vaudeville 
being counted upon. For the 
vaude shows an experienced booker 
will frame the bills. Broadway man- 
agers and directors will be asked by 
Equity to ready the stage plays, ad- 
mission to be 50c top, with most of 
the tickets at 25c. 

‘Plans to have defense plant owners 
finance have been some- 


in charge is not 


business it 


season. 
are figured On as a 


comedies anda aramas, 


starter 


Wnite 
units 


shows 


the 


| what revised, but that proposal may 


be tried. Itis believed that companies 
vith nationally advertised products 
would be willing to finance their 
operation as part of publicity cam- 
paigns, although they would not par- 
ticipate in any possib® profits. If 
the shows broke even or earned any 
money, there would be no cost to the 
sponsor. 

It is the definite intention of the 
actor-artist groups to ban gratis ap- 
pearances in the cam Name play- 
ers will be asked to play for con- 
siderably under their regular sal 
aries, as a patriotic duty, and the ap- 
pearance of the higher bracketed 
people will make the presentations 
akin to Broadway showings. Inter- 
mediate salaried players will get the 
Equity minimum of $50 weekly. 

Pointed out that professionals are 
the first to be called upon to donate 
their services in times of need, but 
there is no reason for gratis appear- 
ances in light of the vast defense 
expenditures. The stage was deleted 
from the relief appropriation pro- 
gram last year and that is another 
reason why players feel they should 
be compensated for playing in the 
proposed camp shows. 

Dixies Complications 
Spartanburg, S. C., March 25 
Sunday theatre raging 


and this 
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war is 
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touched off the spark, 

gisJators fur ng ma 
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| 
| College News Service 


Waco. Texas, March 25 
Amateur radio operators and 
| college newspapers have 
| launched a movement to supply 
collegiate news to morning news- 
| papers. J. B. Landress and Kim 
| Smith, Baylor University stu- 
dents and amateur radio opera- 
tors, originated the plan 
Under the proposed plan, at 
specified time each night, ama- 
teur operators at various col- 
leges would get on the wireless 
network and dispatch collegiate 
news including sports. 








shows at Charleston, with navy base, 
Columbia, with Fort Jackson, and 
Beaufort, also with navy base, 
squeezed through house by two-bal- 
{lot margin. Measure okays Sunday 
shows in ‘nties where bases are 
located. Move was then made to 
have Spartanburg and nearby cities 
and towns included so that soldiers 
at Camp Croft, local 18,000-man can- 


tonment, could attend shows in 
town. Colonel Louis A. Kunzig, 
commandant, came out for idea via 


press statement. Churches went into 
battle, with result the plan looks like 
a dead duck far this city is 
,concerned. Hearing is set for Fri- 
day (28) at state capital. 

Meanwhile, Croft’s three theatres, 
seating only 3,000, open early in 
April. One of theatres is set 
for Negro soldiers only, due to Dixie 
Jim Crow law. Supporters of Sun- 
day shows move have pointed out 
that since houses seat only 3,000, 
/ 15,000 soldiers can’t get seats. 


SO as 


Camp area exhibitors here and in | 


other sectors are gleeful over huge | 


new biz boost trainees will bring, 
but have two headaches—they’re 
having trouble in getting labor and 
materials for new houses and ex- 
pansions, and also fear camps will 
get earlier bookings on big films. 
|Report that civvies could see Sun- 
|day shows at camps was squelched 
| with official statement they can at- 
tend only as guests. That’s one 
headache less for exhibitors. 
Army of Hostesses 

A feminine ‘board of strategy’ is re- 
|}cruiting 1,000 girls for hostesses to 


aside 
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Paul Block’s Beneficience 

Gesture made by Paul Block, pub- 
lisher of morning Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette, last week is being widely 
commented upon in newspape 
circles. When sheet suspended cir- 
culation for four days recently be- 
cause of strike among outside cir- 
culation men, notices posted when 


plant shut down stated that all pay- 
rolls had been suspended for dura- 
tion. First check employes received 
following walkout had the deduction 
for lost salary, but few days later 
Block decided to pay up in full and 
distributed extra checks among all 
but those men who had struck and 
members of mechanical department 
who failed to show up for work. 


Couple of vears ago, both Press 
and Sun - Telegraph, Pittsburgh 
afternoon papers, also suspended 


publication for several days on ac- | 


count of strike in biz department 
and later other employes sued for 
lost wages. High court. however, 
ruled that managements didn’t have 
to pay up. At Christmas time, P-G 
was also only Pittsburgh sheet to 
distribute cash bonuses among the 
staffs. 
Isabel Jewell’s Novel 
Isabel Jewell, Metro contract 


player currently on a personal ap- 
pearance tour, is winding up work 
on a novel to be published by House 
of Field, N.Y., in the fall. An actress 
and a musician are principal char- 
acters in the volume, tabbed ‘Let’s 
Face It.’ Miss Jewell has futhored 
a number of short stories and some 


|radio seripts in the past. 


Sheean Completing Book 

Vincent Sheean is in Atlantic City, 
where he’s completing his latest 
book, ‘Bird of the Wilderness.’ On 
April 15 he will sail for England 
for the duration. 

Sheean signed with Satevepost to 
write an article a week, subject and 


| length unrestricted. 


| bolster wavering social front at! 
; Camp Lee, Richmond, Va. Gals have 
|dubbed themselves ‘Girls Defense 


Club.’ 
| Another example of how Dixie 
| does it—200 girls have volunteered 
|as hostesses at Columbus, Ga. They 
were accepted. 
Fort Jackson, 
however, is having 


Cotumbia, S. C., 
gal trouble in big 


doses. ‘Primrose path gals’ rushed 
area, so Governor Maybank and 
town officials slapped on a_ ban, 


which is being carried out all over 
state. Even outside sheriffs were 
called in for huddle on the fast-gir] 
problem. 


Spokane’s Special Stude 


And Soldiers Cut-Rates 


Spokane, March 25 

In hopes of stimulating business 
the State, Fox and Orpheum recently 
inaugurated a student ticket system 
| Under the setup by Al Baker, city 
manager of the Evergreen 
students of the city schools as w 
the two local colleges. benefit by this 
reduction, and a special rate has 
| been worked out for soldiers in 
form. 

They may attend any regular night 
performance for 30c, including tax 


heatre 
ell as 
mr 
aiSO 


unl- 


Another Army Theatre 
Brownwood, Texas, March 25. 


L. D. Brown plans for new 400- 
seater. the Ritz, seventh house here 
as direct result of the national de- 


fense progra! Camp Bowie 


cated nearby. Brown, in affiliation 
with the Interstate Circuit, operates 
the Queen and Ger ere 





College Show 


mum, Continued from page 52 —___ 











spry, lecturer on the subject of the 
‘boy-and-girl relationship.’ 
George Blackman, con 
carries the book on shoulders 
nobly and emerges the musical’s ace 


asa man, 
nis 





actor. Robert Bacon, William Hol- 
brooke and Robert Coleman also 
come through okay. Gardiner Pier- 
son, as the leading man, is adequate 
in his singing, but awkward in act- 
ing. His best bit is a three-decker 
impersonation of Chevalier, Dietrich 
and F. D. R William Chamber 
|rates a nod for his efforts a ck- 
| faced soft shoe. 

| Ted Fetter has de ered a om- 
Imendabdie direciori: ot JA usual 
Leroy Andersor le a stan 
musical backstop to the entire pr 
ceedings as musica] director (of a 
Ruby Newmar nit) and arranger 
The sketchy sets are unpretentio 


LITERATI OBITS 
Bailey Millard, 80, 
newspaperman, who as a San 
cisco editor credited with 
publishing Edwin Markham’s 
Man With the Hoe,’ died of a 
bral hemorrhage March 20 in Los 
Angeles. ne-time editor of the 
Cosmopolitan and Munsey’s Maga- 
zine, he had been a staff member of 
the Los Angeles Times since 1924. 


and 
Fran- 
first 
‘The 


cere- 


author 


was 


Harry P. Burt, 68, for 24 years 
head of A. L. Burt Co., reprint pub- 
lishing house, died March 18 at his 
home in Brooklyn. Four years ago 
Burt retired when the firm was d 
to Blue Ribbon books. 

Claude Ronaid Rugeroni, 49, ad 
ministrator of the Buen Aire 
Herald largest English-lan pe 
newspaper in South America, di« 

B. A., March 9 of a heart i 


while watching a boxing matc!t 


Frank W. Carson, 60, former as 


tant managing editor of the N. Y 
Daily News and long a dy! c f 
ure in Chicago newspaper circles 
died March 19 at his home near Tuc- 
son, Ariz., after a long illnes: Prior 
to joining the News in 1928, he had 
worked on the Chronicle, Tribune 
Herald and Examiner, all in C igO 
He also served efly as managir 
editor of the Detroit Mirror d ig 
the two years of its existence. 

Charles H. Cowles, 64. «nee 
widely known newspapern . died 

+ } } , De 

fol] fou < ( He é 
Zan ne € r} , 
Mic} where |} fathe ed the 
Courier-He t¢ king , 
3ay Cit Herald, also oOwne b 
elder Cowle He rked on née 
papers in Detroit and subsequent 
owned the Sun in Tote Ok] 

Sidney Bert Cooksley, 38, screen 
and magazine writer, died March 18 
in Hollywood. At one time he was 


a reporter on the New York Time: 
and contributed verses to The Satur- 
day Evening Post. 


John F. Brophy, 55, reporter for 
the New York Times for 38 year 
and .a brother of N. Y. Chief Fire 


Marshal 
a heart ¢ 
3rooklyn, N. Y. 

g 


Thomas T 


Brophy, died of 


h 22 at his home 






torial writer for the Boston Daily 

Record, died March 23 at h hom«¢ 

in South Harwich, Mass. Former 

rewrite man for the N.Y. Sun an 

the Boston American. he had orked 
n sever: ther New Eng ‘ 


Rourke 


‘ 


Constance M. 








'March 23 in Grand Rapid Mich., 
from injuries resulting from a fall 
near her home last week. 

James L. Meeks, 64, publisher of 
Florence (Ala.) Times and The Tri- 
Citie (Sheffie Ala.) Daily. died 
March 21 at Florence after an ll- 
ness of severa] month Would have 
been 65 March 27. Survivors lude 
a brother, Publisher Herbert Meeks 


of the Bremen (Ga.) Gateway. 
Villiam Thomas Crews, 82. dean of 
South Carolina newspapermen and 


retired publisher of Laurens (S. C.) 
Herald, died March 17 in Greenville 
S. C., after a brief illnes: ae 
more than 50 years ago as reporter 
for his father, Colone! Thom B. 
Crews, Confederate army officer, and 
edited and published several sheets 
for senior Crews 
CHATTER 
Jerome Odlum placed his novel, 


‘Lady Sourdough,’ 
for publication. 
Harry Carey arranging material 
for his autobiography, covering 33 
years on the screen. 
Harold Sinclair and Donn Mullally 
sold their tale of occupied France, 


with MacMillan 


| ‘Glory End,’ to Collier's. 


Irving Stone, author of the best- 
selling ‘Lust for Life,’ has just com- 


pleted a book about Clarence Dar- 
row. 
Gerald Sykes of PM, N. Y. daily, 


| has finished novel about New York 


of 1910 called ‘The Battle of New 
York.’ 

Consuelo Hermer’s ‘Havana 
Nanana,’ baedeker to Cuba, comes 
Out in September under Random 
House imprint. 

Will Oursler, son of Fulton, Lib- 


erty mag editor, has written a mys- 


| tery novel to be published by Simon 


and Schuster in May. 
‘Trial of Vincent Doon.’ 

Margaret Case Harriman, New 
Yorker, writer and daughter of Frank 
Case, has completed a book of es- 
says ‘of high arsenic content’ on New 
York wits. It’s labeled ‘Tooth and 
Claw.’ 

W. R. Harris, managing editor of 
Norfolk (Va.) Virginian-Post, nom- 
inated to congress from second Va. 
district. Opponent is another news- 
paperman, Norman R. Hamilton, 
publisher of Portsmouth (Va.) Star. 
Election April 8. 

William Block, as general 
manager of the Toledo (Ohio) Blade 
and younger son of Paul*Block, pub- 
lisher, has gone to Fort Hayes, Co- 
O., for military trair He 


t’s called 


iets + 
IStant 


iumbDUS, ling 
g. 











Vas treasurer of the Toledo Sym- 
nony Orcnestra. 

Margaret Webster writing a book 
on Shakespeare and how to speak 
ind act him, which Whittlesey House 

iblish in the fall. M Web- 
Le) lirected the recent Shake pear- 
e; roductio of Maurice Evans, 
Helen Haye nd others 

Cantor—Shore 
Lae CONtinued from page 26———__§ 
Shore had been given her option 
rrotice by his secretary March 11 (a 
day within the deadline), filed his 


complaint against Miss Shore’s walk- 


out with AFRA last Friday (22). As 
provided for in the AFRA contract 
form each of the disputants selects 


one member of the arbitration board 
vhile the third member is named 
from a list furnished by the Ameri- 
Arbitration Society 

( t dec] € paturday that it 
should we apparent fron certain 
events that he intended to continue 
Mi: Shore on h pa He 
p er that e |} booked her 
f ¢ e wit Hiart- 
f« 2 to 14, ) e, and 
t his negotiations for a picture 
a gnment tl! summer t a in- 
cluded her as part of the deal. 

Cantor stated that seemed to 
him that the girl was being badly 
advised and that the whole thing 


to the fact that 
had been paying her $200 
the Chase & Sanborn as- 
uld bring $750 a 
He also expatiated on the 


simmered down 


whereas he 





a program 


signment Wi 


her 


hr Annet 
DroaaCast, 


ngratitude theme and added that he 
would hold her to her contract which 
doesn’t expire until June, 1942, 
Cantor said that he doubted much 
whether Young & Rubican had 
poken to her about stepping into 
a imme iow and he denied that 
ere j ef any ff er 

tne 
B and G of 

















56 VARIETY Wednesday, March 26, 1911 



























“1 always use Lux Soap— 
never neglect my daily 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS” 


NLY THE GENTLEST CARE for Deanna 
. “ ’ ee : Durbin’s lovely fresh young skin! This 
. | 2a a ; ' charming star takes daily ACTIVE-LATHER 
: 2 : FACIALS because, she says, “‘You can’t start 
too young to take good care of your com- 
plexion!”’ 

She tells you: “Pat Lux Soap’s ACTIVE 
lather lightly in—rinse with warm water, 
then cool. Dry with quick, light pats.”’ Try 
these Hollywood beauty facials for 30 days! 
They’ll help to keep your skin smooth! 


REIN 


— | : IF A GIRL WANTS LOTS 
—- Mem OF DATES, SOFT SMOOTH 

ee, Pa SKINS IMPORTANT! 

LUX SOAPS ACTIVE 
LATHER IS A WONDERFUL 
HELP IN KEEPING SKIN 
1 NICE! 
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9 outoflO i ae. * 
Screen Stars use | 
Lux Toilet Soap 
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DEANNA DurBin 


cy in Universal's 


Now Showing Locally 
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